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I want to start out with a little bit of an eerie question. It might even be a 

scary question. Are you alone in your house right now? You might be 

looking around thinking, well no; my husband is here, my wife, my kids are 

here. That’s not the question I'm asking. I'm asking if there are other 

beings in your house right now that you can't see. I'm talking about the 

world of angels and demons. Is there a reality that there is an unseen 

world all around us that if we could flip the light switch on and see, we 

would have a panic attack? Let’s just rewind and think about your week. 

Are there some things this week that happened, maybe an argument 

between you and your spouse, argument with a friend, strife with your 

kids? Maybe something happened, an image that appeared on your phone 

that you clicked on and shouldn’t have. Maybe you did some things this 

week, and was there perhaps a force behind that? Was there an influencer, 

a deceiver, a tempter? In other words, have there been forces around you 

that you haven’t been able to see that maybe have been influencing you, 



either for good, or for ill? That brings us to our topic this morning, the 

topic of angels and demons. The Scripture tells us there is an unseen world 

which we can't see, yet they are around us, the reality of angels and 

demons. How do we think about that? How do we fight against a world 

that we can’t see? Hopefully, we will learn this morning that we fight the 

unseen by seeing the gospel. That’s what we want to do, and if I do that, 

we will: 

1. Know 

2. Wear 

3. Wield 

We are going to fight the unseen by seeing the gospel. We will look at a 

Scripture perspective of angels and demons. We’re going to know Satan’s 

schemes, wear the armor of God, and wield the sword of the Spirit. Before 

we get to talking about angels and demons, this is a broad topic. There is a 

lot to be discussed, so we just don’t have time in this sermon to give a full 

biblical perspective of angels and demons. We asked you to submit 

questions earlier, and a lot of you submitted questions and we can't get to 

all of them. So, Monday night on April 27th at 8 p.m., Bro. Ricky and I will 

do a live question and answer session on Facebook Live. Tune into that 

and ask your questions or submit them to info at hardinbaptist.org. We will 

dive in deep on Monday night, but this morning, I want to give you a big 

picture perspective of the unseen world, and ultimately, how to battle the 

unseen by seeing the goodness of the gospel.  

What do the scriptures say about angels and demons? First, I want to think 

about what C.S Lewis said, because I think he said it really well in the 

beginning of his Screwtape Letters. It’s a fascinating fictional book, but he 

goes into what it would look like for the demons to communicate to one 

another to think about how to tempt us. In the beginning of the book, he 

says, “There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall 

about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to 

believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them.” In other 

words, there are really two ditches when it comes to the unseen world of 

angels and demons. We cannot believe them at all. We can be materialists 

and think everything that is real is only the things I can see. There's 



another error, and that is to believe in them too much, to be obsessed with 

them so that everything is a demon or an angel. Everything that happens 

in your life and every decision you attribute to a demon or an angel. That 

would be an equal error when it comes to the Scripture view of angels and 

demons. Let’s see what the Bible says about angels and demons.  

First, we’re going to see they're actually real. Mark 1:12-13 says, “The 

Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the 

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild 

animals, and the angels were ministering to him.” Jesus is led into the 

wilderness and we have two realities. There is Satan who is tempting Jesus 

so we see the reality of spiritual warfare, the reality of an enemy. Satan is 

tempting our Lord Jesus. Good news for us; Jesus didn’t succumb to the 

temptation; Jesus perfectly obeyed when we fail. Notice too that it says 

angels were ministering to Him. We see the reality of both the demonic 

presence, Satan himself, we’re going to find out there are also demons that 

come along with him, and then we have the presence of angels, the 

ministers on behalf of God. Matthew chapter 26 says, “Do you not think 

that I can appeal to My Father and He will at once send me more than 

twelve legions of angels.” Do you remember that famous scene of Peter in 

the garden? He takes out his sword and cuts off one of the servants ears. 

He thinks he has to protect Jesus, but he was only looking at what he 

could see. Jesus could see things Peter couldn’t see, and He says do you 

not know what is really available to Me? Do you not know there are legions 

of angels that are warriors of light that could come and take out all of 

these little servants? So Peter, I don’t need your sword; I've got it taken 

care of. Jesus knew the reality of other forces around.  

That brings us to demons. We have angels. Angels are really created 

beings. They have high moral judgment, high intelligence, and they are 

without physical bodies. That’s what an angel is, but then we have demons 

as well. Demons are fallen angels who sinned against God and now 

continually work evil in the world. In Luke 10, the disciples are really 

excited about their power over demons. They say, “The seventy returned 

with joy saying, Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” 

Jesus says, “Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this that they spirits are subject 



to you, but rejoice that your names are written in Heaven.” The disciples 

are saying this is awesome! Jesus, in Your name, the demons flee. In Your 

name, we can cast out demons. In Your name, we can heal sickness. In 

Your name, all the powers of evil flee. They're so excited that Jesus has 

given them authority and power over the demonic forces. But Jesus says 

don’t rejoice in this. Yes, it’s true I've give you power. In that text, He says 

I saw Satan fall from Heaven, but here's the reality; what you should 

rejoice in is the gospel. In other words, don’t pay too much attention to the 

demonic world; pay more attention to the fact that I've rescued you, I've 

redeemed you, that you were in the gospel. Pay more attention to the 

gospel than the unseen spirits that you now have authority over. Jesus has 

given us a balance. Yes, demons are real, but they shouldn’t preoccupy 

your thinking. What should is the glory of the gospel.  

We see in Scripture that demons are real, angels are real, but our attention 

is not drawn to demons and angels. In fact, there are only two angels 

named in scriptures. Our attention is drawn to Satan and to God. Yes, 

there are demons and angels, but our attention is drawn to God, not 

angels, and Satan, not all of his minions, or demons that are in step with 

him. We are going to take a scriptural approach, and instead of talking a 

lot about angels and demons, we’re going to focus in on our enemy who is 

Satan. We are going to see how we go to war with Satan, a force we can't 

see. How do we attack? How do we resist? How do we fight against the 

attacks of Satan and his demonic forces? Let’s read our text. 

Scripture 

“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, 

firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are 

being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.” 

 

Peter is telling us you need to watch out because you have an enemy, an 

adversary. Where did Satan come from? That is an origin question we will 

get to in our Monday night Q&A session. We do see in Scripture that most 

think Isaiah 14 is a picture of Satan wanting to be like God and he gets 



cast down from Heaven. Even in the beginning in the garden, we find 

Satan as the serpent tempting Eve. In revelation, we see Satan as the 

great serpent, the great dragon who is going to be cast down. We get this 

biblical theology of who Satan is. But Peter is going to tell us not to forget 

we have an adversary. You have an enemy who wants nothing more than 

to destroy you. In fact, Peter would say he's like a roaring lion. Just picture 

your enemy as a roaring lion and he is seeking someone to devour. He's 

seeking you. Satan wants to eat you for lunch. That is Satan’s goal for you. 

The good news is that He who is in us is greater than he who is the world. 

Satan has been bound by the power of Christ, so he doesn’t have ultimate 

authority, but he does have some authority and some ways to come upon 

us. But in Peter, we see we are to resist, to fight. How do we do that? How 

do we fight against Satan? We have to realize that there is a spiritual 

battle. This spiritual battle is real. There is an actual spiritual battle. I love 

what Ephesians 6:10-12 says, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the 

strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able 

to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 

cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly places.” Paul just blew our minds. He's saying the war 

is not just in the things you can see. There is a spiritual battle. Satan has 

schemes. He's has armies. He has powers. He has influences he is 

throwing your way. Paul says we don’t wrestle against flesh and blood; we 

war against a spiritual enemy. The reality is that those arguments between 

husband and wife are not just between the two of you. There is something 

bigger going on. There is a cosmic war that is happening because Satan 

hates the picture that marriage paints of the gospel, so Satan will go to 

war in your marriage. Moms, dads, and kids; the disobedience and the 

anger that can happen between you is not just you in the room. There is a 

cosmic war happening because Satan hates when kids obey moms and 

dads, and dads seek to raise their kids in the way of the Lord. When you 

have arguments with your friends, when you gossip and malign people, 

there is another element to that. We don’t just wrestle with people; we 

wrestle with Satan and his attacks.  



The question is that if there is a spiritual war, if Satan wants us to fall but 

God wants us to stand, then how do we fight? How do we fight against 

Satan? How do we fight in this spiritual battle? We are going to see those 

three things we mentioned. We’re going to know Satan’s schemes, wear 

God’s armor, and wield the sword of the Spirit.  

 

 

 

Know Satan’s Schemes 

I love what 2 Corinthians 2:11 says, “…so that we would not be outwitted 

by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs.” Paul is begging the 

church not to be outwitted by Satan. There's a chance Satan could outwit 

you. He could trick you. He could manipulate you because you're ignorant 

that there is another force going on around you. There is a spiritual war 

and you're oblivious to it, so you're succumbing to it. Instead, Paul is 

saying don’t be outwitted. Know the designs of Satan; know his attacks so 

that you can fight. What are those designs? We will look at nine ways 

Satan attacks you. 

• Goal  

The first one, we’re going to have to figure out what is the goal. What is 

the end goal of Satan? What is he trying to do? In John 10:10, Jesus says, 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 

have life and have it abundantly.” Think about the goal of Satan. It is to 

steal, kill, and destroy. That is what Satan wants to do with your life. He 

wants to steal your joy, your happiness, your pleasure in God. He wants to 



kill and ultimately destroy everything you love, everything you have. He 

wants to cause destruction. That is his goal. We see the opposite with 

Jesus. He wants to give you life, but not just life, abundant life. Think 

about the difference in goals. Why should we follow and allow ourselves to 

give in to sin? When we sin, we’re following Satan’s design, which is to 

steal, kill, and destroy us. Instead, we should pursue holiness because that 

is where an abundant life is found.  

• Lies and Deceives  

How does Satan accomplish his goal? Here is where we have to know his 

attacks and his design. The first thing we have to know is two things: he 

lies and he deceives. He is a liar and he is deceptive. 2 Corinthians 11: 3 

says, “But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, 

your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to 

Christ.” John 8:44 would say Satan is a liar. That is his nature to lie. He's 

the father of lies. Here, Paul goes to that scene in the garden. He brings us 

to Adam and Eve and Eve’s interaction with Satan. He was cunning with 

Eve; he deceived her. As you think about Genesis 3 and the confrontation 

of the serpent with Eve, what did Satan say? First, he doubted God's Word. 

He says, did God really say you can't eat of any of the trees?  

That’s really what Satan does with you. He first causes you to doubt God's 

Word. Can you really believe the scriptures? When you read a verse, is that 

really something you have to obey? Is that really something God said, or 

can it be discussed? Can it be turned around? Maybe God didn’t really 

mean you can't have that sin you ultimately want.  

Satan doubts God's Word, and then he changes God's Word saying to Eve 

you surely won't die; God is bluffing. There will be no consequences if you 

just give in to the pleasures of your flesh. Lastly, he doubted God’s 

goodness. He said here's the problem, Eve, God knows when you eat it you 

will be like Him. God is holding out. He doesn’t want you to be like Him. He 

doesn’t want you to be happy. He doesn’t want you to rule and reign. He 

wants you to be a servant of His. Satan very cunningly deceives Eve to 

think maybe God's Word can't be trusted, and maybe His goodness can’t 

be trusted, so maybe I should follow my heart. I should just do whatever I 



want, which is the cry of our culture. Don’t worry about truth. Don’t worry 

about the Bible. Just do whatever you want. Do what feels good. If you 

have a desire, chase it down because that makes you authentically you. 

Paul would say there is a force behind that. It’s a cunning, lying, deceptive 

force. Satan, who is behind that lie, doesn’t have your good in mind; he 

has your destruction in mind. We have to know one of the ways Satan 

comes at us is through lies and deception and be aware of it. 

• Disguise  

Satan disguises himself. He is the master of disguise. 2 Corinthians 11:14 

says, “…for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.” When most 

of us think about Satan, we think about evil. We think of really bad things. 

Satan wants you to do drugs. That’s a pretty easy marker of Satan. But 

here, Paul says he can actually disguise himself as an angel of light. Satan 

can appear to be on the right side. The context of this verse is there are 

false apostles, false church leaders who seem like the real deal. They seem 

like they're leading people into goodness, but they're really leading people 

astray. Sometimes, Satan’s plan for you doesn’t look evil. Sometimes, it 

looks really good. Satan’s plan for you could be just be a good person. Just 

live a good life. Dads, love your kids, wife, have a good job, and give some 

money to the church. Just live a good life. Moms, try to appear good to 

everyone around you. Give charity, make some masks, sell them, and give 

the money to charity. That is just a good thing. Just do good for the world. 

Of course, those things are good. But sometimes, good can cause us not to 

get to great, and great is the gospel. We need to see that we don’t just 

want a good life; we want a gospel life. We want to make mask for the 

glory of God so that people can see and know about Jesus. We want to be 

good moms and dads, friends, and kids because we want Jesus to be 

magnified with our life. Satan has no problem with you being a good 

church goer. He just doesn’t want you to get to the gospel. Satan doesn’t 

care if you're a tax collector, or a Pharisee. He doesn’t care if you're a 

murderer or a church member. What he cares about is that you don’t get 

to the gospel, that you don’t get to acknowledging Jesus as your Lord and 

Savior and living for the glory of God. Sometimes, Satan’s attacks are good 



things that keep us from God things. Satan can disguise, so we need to 

look at some good things and make sure they're from the Lord.  

• Steals 

Satan is a thief. He wants to steal from you. Mark 4:15 says, “And these 

are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, 

Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them.” 

In certain soil types, Satan is going to take away the word that is heard. 

Some of you are scrolling and you just saw this video, and you're watching 

it for a moment, now you're distracted, so you want to click somewhere 

else. That is Satan trying to snatch the Word of God from you. He doesn’t 

want you to hear that you need to gospel. He wants you to hear just be a 

good person. Just don’t be like that guy and you'll be fine. Satan wants to 

take what God wants to give because he's a thief. He wants to steal the 

good that God wants to implant into your life. His attack is to steal the 

Word of God. That’s sometimes in your quiet times with your Bible, the 

kids wake up. As soon as you try to get in the Word, the phone rings. We 

have to be very intentional to keep our minds focused on the Word of God 

because there are so many distractions and we can see Satan’s schemes all 

around us trying to steal what God wants to give.  

• Blinds 

2 Corinthians 4:4 says, “In their case the god of this world has blinded the 

minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 

of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” Satan is at work blinding 

your friends who you're trying to share the gospel with. He doesn’t want 

them to see the goodness of Jesus. He wants to keep them blinded, so we 

have to pray for God to open our friend’s eyes. God, remove the blinders 

that Satan has on their eyes so that they would see the glory of the gospel. 

Help me because Satan can sometimes blind my eyes to be unaware of all 

of Your goodness around me. God, take Satan’s hands off my eyes so that 

I can see You because I don’t want to be blinded to Your goodness around 

me. I want to see You and all that You're doing.  

 



• Hinders 

1 Thessalonians 2:18 says, “…because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, 

again and again—but Satan hindered us.” This is the Apostle Paul! He 

walks very close to the Spirit, very close to Jesus, and what happens? 

Satan actually comes and hinders us. Satan is hindering the progress of the 

gospel. He's keeping us from getting to where we want to eventually go. 

Satan can hinder you. Some of those things you want to do for the glory of 

God will find some roadblocks. There are some issues, things that come 

up, and you think you just won't keep going. You don’t even realize this is 

probably Satan wanting to keep you from doing what God is calling you to. 

If you are pushing back the darkness, there will be resistance. If you are 

trying to proclaim the gospel, there is going to be resistance because Satan 

hinders the proclamation of the gospel. The good news is he can't stop it. 

He can hinder it, but he can't stop it because Jesus has already bound him, 

and now, he can't deceive the nations anymore. That’s the good news of 

the gospel.  

• Influence 

In acts 5:3, it says, “But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your 

heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the 

proceeds of the land?” Here, Peter would say Ananias, why did you lie to 

the Holy Spirit? That is Satan filling your heart. I don’t think Satan was 

possessing them, but he was definitely influencing their minds and their 

hearts. He was using his influence over them to encourage them, tempt 

them, and pull them to lie to the Holy Spirit. Satan can have influence over 

you. Especially the further you get from God, the more influence Satan is 

going to have over your life.  

• Tempts 

This is one of the big attacks. It’s the temptation that Satan brings towards 

us. Paul is talking to married couples in 1 Corinthians 7:5, which says, “Do 

not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, 

that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, 

so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.” He 

is telling husbands and wives to do the things that husbands and wives 



should do. Enjoy intimacy with one another, and do that often, because if 

not, you will give Satan a stronghold for temptation. Satan is going to try 

to tempt you, and in this verse, it shows he's trying to tempt married 

couples. He's trying to tempt them with using a good gift God gave them, 

the gift of intimacy that is supposed to be enjoyed in the covenant of 

marriage. Satan says take that gift and use it outside of the context it was 

given in. In other words, don’t enjoy the gift here; enjoy it everywhere. 

He's going to try to use that gift and twist it. See, Satan can't create 

anything; he can only corrupt what is created. He can only twist and 

manipulate God’s good things. The desire for food is supposed to eat for 

the glory of God. Satan can corrupt that where we become gluttonous 

where we make food to be a god, not a gift. Friendship, which God created 

for His goodness, Satan can take that and tempt us to be gossips. He can 

tempt us to be jealous of those around us. Many things that God created 

good like work, he can twist that where we become workaholics, greedy, 

and materialistic. He can take rest, which is good, and cause us to be lazy. 

Often Satan takes the good gifts that God has given and tries to twist 

those so that we would be tempted to sin against God.  

How does he do this? How does he tempt us? Nowhere in the Bible does it 

say that Satan can read our minds. So how does he know our temptations? 

If Satan can’t read our minds, he can definitely watch our eyeballs. Satan 

and the demons know the things that grab our attention. Joe Carter at the 

Gospel Coalition wrote an article, and it thought he nailed it right on the 

head. He said what Satan and the demonic forces use is similar to big data, 

such as Google uses. For instance, if you go to Amazon and look up 

something to buy, even if you're just looking, not buying, when you go to 

Facebook, what happens? That item is right there on your Facebook page. 

You wonder how it got there. It then shows up in your email, or another 

website, and there it is again. About the fourth time, you end up buying 

the thing even though you really weren’t going to buy it. How did it show 

up in all these different places? It’s because there are algorithms that are 

watching your eyeballs. Google knows the things you look at and Google 

hand tailors those things to you so that you're more likely to click and buy. 

How much more does the demonic realm see? They have been watching 

you since you were born. Satan knows everything your eyes go towards. 



Satan knows the things that get your attention. So what does he do? He 

hand tailors temptation just for you. In other words, he's got your number. 

He knows what to put out, what bait to put on the hook so that when you 

bite, he's got you. Satan is the master of temptation. What does that 

mean? We have to walk that much more with the Spirit. We have to be so 

in tune with the Spirit that we recognize temptation, we flee it, we resist it, 

and we seek the glory of God. Satan is the tempter. He often uses the 

good gifts God has given us to use in ways that God forbids. Be aware of 

that. Know that he sees your eyeballs, he knows what gets your attention, 

and he's going to go after that. Be aware of what gets your attention. You 

don’t need to be outwitted; know his design so you can beat him at his 

own game.  

• Accuses  

What's amazing is when he tempts you to sin, after you sin, he becomes 

the accuser. He accuses you when you give in to sin. Revelation 12:10 

says, “And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and 

the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have 

come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses 

them day and night before our God.” Satan tempts you to sin, ‘hey this is 

good; it’s not going to cost you anything it’s only going to be fun.’ The 

moment you sin, he slaps guilt and condemnation on you. ‘See, I told you 

that you're not a child of God; I told you God is not going to love you. Look 

at what you did; how dare you! You can't read your Bible. You can't share 

your faith now because you are no good. You just proved who you really 

are, and that’s a child of mine, not a child of God.’ He's the great accuser, 

so what do we do? We fight that attack with the truth because that’s a lie. 

If you're in Christ, Satan has no accusations because all of your sin has 

been dealt with on the cross. You are forgiven and you are free. You are 

righteous and holy in Christ, so you stand in His righteousness and say ‘you 

could accuse me, but you can't because Jesus is in Heaven right now by 

the Father, and He says I am pardoned and I am free. I can read my Bible 

and proclaim the gospel even if I still stumble and fall because of the 

gospel.’ We go to war with Satan with truth.  



First, we know Satan’s designs. We have looked at nine ways Satan can 

tempt you. There are more, but that’s all we dealt with for sake of time. 

Now we will look at wearing the armor. 

Wear God’s Armor 

Ephesians 6:13 says, “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 

may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand 

firm.” You get this idea that Satan wants you to fall and God wants you to 

stand. How do we stand? We stand in the armor of God. Verses 14-17a 

say, “Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put 

on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put 

on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up 

the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of 

the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation…” God, in His grace and 

goodness, has given us armor to wear to withstand the attacks of Satan. 

You have nine schemes coming at you…you don’t fight those naked; you 

fight those in the armor of God. Paul is looking at a soldier and all of his 

garb. This soldier is in a war, but look at all the protection this soldier has. 

We also have that same protection; we have the armor of God.  

Every mission trip I've been on that my dad has led; every Bible study 

starts with Ephesians chapter 6 because we've just dropped into a new 

nation to preach the gospel. Guess what? Satan is there. His stronghold is 

there, so we have to go out into this village with the armor of God because 

an attack is coming. Every day when I got out of my hammock, I thought 

about the armor of God and how to put it on. I made sure I had my 

helmet; I'm in the gospel. I made sure I had my shoes, shield, and my 

breastplate. I want to put the armor on so that I will not give into the 

temptations of my flesh. I wanted the whole armor of God on because we 

were in a warzone. As I got out of my hammock and put on the armor of 

God, I found that most days when I get out of my bed at home, I forget all 

about the armor of God because I don’t believe I'm in a battle here. The 

reality is the battle is raging just as much in my house and in my 

community as it is in a hammock in the Amazon River. I have to wake up 

and put on the same armor of God. Some of you have been attacked from 

the left and from the right, and you have not woken up and put on the 



armor of God, acknowledging the righteousness from Jesus. I have a shield 

of faith, I have a helmet of salvation, I can't be killed. You walk in the 

gospel. We need to put on the armor of God. We need to wear it because 

hiding behind that shield of faith, Satan can't get to us with those darts 

that he wants to throw at us. We wear the armor because there is a lion on 

the loose. Now, if there were a lion outside of my house in my yard, I 

would send my kids out a little bit differently. I would send them out with 

knowledge that there was a lion in the bushes that is going to kill you. If 

we would realize there is a real lion, Satan is really there to attack us, we 

would wake up differently. We've also got to remember the lion is on a 

leash. The lion is not ruling and reigning over the cosmos; Jesus is, and the 

lion flees at the name of Jesus. How do we fight all these attacks? It’s not 

in ourselves, not being strong; it’s in the armor of the Lord under the name 

of Jesus.  

Wield the Sword 

This is our offensive weapon. Ephesians 6:17a-18a says, “…and the sword 

of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, 

with all prayer and supplication…” Paul says you have a sword, a weapon, 

you can use. What is this sword? It is the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God. How do we fight against Satan? Ultimately, we fight against 

Satan with and through the Word of God. It’s about getting to know Jesus 

in His Word, spending time with Him in His Word. David said I've hidden 

Your Word in my heart that I may not sin against You. How are we going 

to know all those various temptations and schemes that Satan is throwing 

at us? We have to fight lies with the truth, and the only way we know the 

truth is if we have meditated, memorized, and soaked in God's Word. The 

imagery here is not pulling out your Bible under temptation. This sword of 

the Spirit is the part of the Word you’ve hidden in your heart. It’s the part 

of the Word you know. It’s become part of the marrow in your bones so 

that when you have an attack, you have Scripture for that. You’ve got a 

new perspective for that. In fact, Jesus, in the wilderness, fought Satan 

with the Word of God. He used Scripture to fight Satan’s lies. We fight with 

Scripture and with prayer. We’re praying at all times, in our bibles, and 

looking to the Word of God for the victory of God. When all these attacks 



come to us, we’re wearing armor and holding a sword. If we’re in the 

armor of God with the sword of God, Satan will flee from us. He doesn’t 

have all authority. We've been given authority over him and the demonic 

forces, and that authority is in the name of Jesus in the armor of God with 

the sword of the Spirit.  

Fighting from Victory, not for Victory 

Yes, Satan is attacking, but we have a better plan. The reality is we are 

fighting from victory, not for victory. That’s the reality. You're not going to 

fight against Satan and his demonic forces to try to win a battle. You are 

fighting those forces because Jesus has already won the war. It’s like little 

David and Goliath. When David killed Goliath, Goliath had all of Israel 

scared and unwilling to fight the Philistines. The moment the giant fell and 

beheaded all of Israel grabbed their swords and chased down the 

Philistines. That is the picture of how we fight in the spiritual battle. Jesus 

has defeated sin, Satan, and death. The giant has fallen and his head is 

chopped off. What do we do? We now, with swords in our hands, go to 

war with all those little battles in our lives, all those little sins and 

temptations that we struggle with. We fight because the giant lies dead in 

the sand. We fight from victory, not for victory. We fight in the cross. We 

fight because we have already won.  

Victory Now 

We have to understand that there is victory now. Jesus has already gotten 

victory. Hebrews 2:14-15 says, “Since therefore the children share in flesh 

and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through 

death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 

devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to 

lifelong slavery.” You were a slave because the price over your head was 

death, and Satan owned you and ruled you. You were a slave to sin, but 

Jesus died on a cross, rose again, and paid your death penalty, so that you 

are no longer under condemnation. You are no longer a slave to sin, now 

you are a slave to righteousness. The prison has been opened and you 

have walked out free. Right now, you have victory over Satan and the 

demonic forces. Those forces that would want you to sin and be pulled 



away from God, you have a greater Spirit living in you, the Spirit of God. 

You can get victory because Christ has defeated Satan at the cross.  

Victory to Come 

There is victory now, but it’s not complete. Victory is to come in fullness. 

Romans 16:20 says, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your 

feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” The reality is the day 

will soon come when Satan will finally be crushed for good for all time. He 

will have no more ways to tempt because he will be thrown into the lake of 

fire forever with those who rebel with him. It will be game over! The 

spiritual battle will not rage on. Christ is the victor and He will be the victor 

forevermore. There's a day coming when Satan and his kingdom will end. 

That is the good news for us because we fight a battle that has already 

been decided and we are on the right side. We win in the end. So what 

should we do? We should stand firm. We should stand. Satan wants us to 

fall, but we have to stand because there's a victory. The victory has 

happened, but the victory is also coming.  

Here's that eerie question again. Are you alone in your house? Is it just you 

and your family, just the people you can see? Or, is there an unseen reality 

all around you? We see in Scripture that there is an unseen world of angels 

and demons. We’re not drawn to the angels and demons; we’re drawn to 

God and we are notified of Satan. We want to be aware of his schemes. 

We want to be able to fight by knowing, wearing, and wielding. That’s 

what we do. We know Satan’s schemes, we wear the armor of God, and 

we wield the sword of God. I leave you with the words of James in chapter 

4:6-8, “Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you…” We fight 

the unseen by seeing the gospel.  

 


