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Last Sunday, Kory answered the question of what the Church is, and it’s 

my responsibility this morning to address the topic of the unity of the 

Church. I know you notice a lot of things about me, and some of you may 

notice that I have a different Bible this morning. This is not my normal 

preaching Bible. It’s at home because really early yesterday morning I went 

outside sitting on the porch reading God's Word reflecting on Ephesians 

chapter2. I had a thought hit me, so I ran in the house to get my notebook 

and pen, and when I came back out on my front porch, my Bible was 

gone! Yes, Luca, Celisa’s dog had my Bible in her mouth. She was taking it 

out to the garden, and I had to holler, “STOP LUCA!” Immediately, Luca 

dropped my Bible. I had it opened to Ephesians chapter 2 and when Luca 

dropped my Bible, Ephesians chapter 2 and 3 was ripped out of my Bible. 

My heart is broken! I'm going to try to get it repaired as best I can so 

though this is not my normal preaching Bible it is the Word of God.  

Let me start by asking you if any of you have ever been in a conversation 

with someone and they're explaining their side, you're explaining your side, 



and at some point you finally stop and say, “I just don’t see what you see.” 

Sure. How is it that people can view the same thing and not see the same 

thing? Is it an eye problem? We know the pictures are actually developed 

in our minds when we see things, so is it a mind problem? Is it possible 

that one of the reasons we don’t see everything the same way as people, 

even in the Church, is it possible that we don’t see things the same way? 

Why? Have you ever thought about it? Is it possible that it’s not an eye 

problem, or even a mind problem, but is it a heart problem?  

On May 25th, 2020, our nation saw something. We all saw it, if not that 

day, then shortly after. We saw a video of a police officer in Minneapolis 

Minnesota with his knee on the neck of George Floyd. We could hear 

people say, we could hear him say, “I can't breathe. I can't breathe.” After 

approximately eight minutes, his life was gone. As a nation, we've prayed 

for his family. As a nation, we’re praying for our nation. But here is what 

I'm hearing and what I'm seeing. For the first time in a long time, we’re all 

seeing the same thing. What that man did to that other man was unjust. It 

was wrong. It breaks our hearts to know that we live in a world, a nation, 

where things like that happen, not just once, but way too often. So, we’re 

seeing what happened, as a nation, the same. But then immediately 

afterward, when we started processing and got over the shock of what 

happened, have you noticed that our nation, even our Churches across the 

nation, don’t all see the solution the same way. It just so happened in 

God’s providence, Hardin Baptist is in a sermon series called 20/20 Vision 

in 2020, we want to have a biblical perspective of our Church and our 

world, and we’re preaching on the Church this morning. My goal is to open 

up the Word of God and let us see what God sees about unity. I’m going to 

believe as a pastor that the answer for our nation and for us as Christians 

going forward is recorded in God's Word. So, let’s open to Ephesians 

chapter 2 and begin reading with verse 11, and stop at verse 22. This is 

one of those passages of Scripture where the Apostle Paul just gets carried 

away and doesn’t pause very often, and sometimes it is hard for us to 

process. I don’t want you to tune in this morning just to listen to me; I 

want you to tune in to listen to God's Word and then hold me accountable 

for making sure I teach God's Word as we look at the unity of the Church 

and apply this passage to our Church. Because we’re in the Covid 



pandemic, many of you are getting to watch who aren’t part of our Church 

family and welcome you, but please understand I'm going to be sharing my 

pastoral heart and talk about the unity of the Church. I can't talk about the 

Church in other cities, I can't talk about the Church in other nations; I can 

only talk about the Church that God has led me to pastor at Hardin Baptist 

Church. Hardin, I want to make sure you're listening to me this morning as 

I try to listen to God from His Word and talk about the unity of the Church 

because we are living in a time when it’s a great opportunity for the Church 

to not just let the world see what they see, but let the world see what God 

sees, and ultimately, put our hope and faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, and life out the gospel in this day.  

Scripture 

“Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, 

called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, 

which is made in the flesh by hands— remember that you were at 

that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 

promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in 

Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 

the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made us 

both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 

hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 

ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man in place 

of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God 

in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And He 

came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to 

those who were near. For through Him we both have access in 

one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and 

aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of 

the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in whom 

the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord. In Him you also are being built together into a 

dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” 



Paul is writing this letter to the Church at Ephesus. In the text, it seems 

like he is going to switch and zero in on the Gentile side of the Church. The 

Church is made up of Jews and Gentiles, and we need to realize that 

before Christ, even during Christ’ days, there was great hostility between 

Jews and Gentiles. The hostility was so great that according to scholars, 

people who study ancient writings, the Jewish people actually believed, 

wrote this, taught this, God created Gentiles to fuel the fires of Hell. Whoa! 

Can you imagine someone having such a strong view of somebody who 

wasn’t like them that they actually believed God created that group of 

people, Gentiles, so the fire of Hell would never be extinguished? It was 

said that in their writings, if a Jewish person saw a Gentile woman giving 

birth and she was struggling, a Jewish person was not to aid her in her 

delivery of that child because if they did they were just bringing another 

Gentile into the world. Do you hear it? Do you hear what the Bible is 

addressing here? We’re addressing a hostility that runs deep between Jews 

and Gentiles. The feelings were the same on the Gentile side as it was on 

the Jewish side. Now, these two groups of people suddenly find themselves 

in a Church together, and Paul is writing to them. He's just talked about 

the great salvation they have in Christ, and it’s because of God’s amazing 

grace through faith that they have been made right with Him. He moves 

from personal salvation to the public outwork of that personal salvation 

and then to how God is going to bring Jews and Gentiles together to create 

a Church. When Paul says, therefore, based on the fact that you’ve been 

redeemed, based on the fact that you are a special creation of God, a work 

of art, I want you to remember what you were called at one time. You 

were called the uncircumcised by the circumcised. You understand biblical 

theologically what circumcision is. There were God’s chosen people, Israel, 

who had a mark in their body that distinguished them as God’s people, and 

then there was the Gentile world that did not have that mark. So, there 

was some name calling going on where the circumcised people looked at 

the Gentile people and call them uncircumcised. That doesn’t mean 

anything to you and I, not insulting to you and I, but to a Gentile it was 

very insulting.  

Have you ever been called a name? I want to be on record here because 

I've been called names before; it hurts. As a matter of fact, I was taught 



this little thing and there were a few people that I used to say this to, but 

when I would say it, I didn’t feel any better. “Sticks and stones may break 

my bones, but words will never hurt me.” Can I be honest? Don’t ever 

teach that to your kids. Yes, sticks and stones may break my bones, but 

your words hurt when you call me a name, and my words hurt when I call 

you a name. As a matter of fact, I had rather you take me out and beat me 

with a stick, throw a stone at me and bruise me, but don’t call me a name 

because names hurt. Names say, to a certain degree, what you really think 

about me.  

I remember in 1983 being twenty-two years of age and taking my first 

mission trip. I had been invited by CC Brasher and another group of 

pastors to leave the United States of America, go to Trinidad, and preach 

the Word. Honestly, I was a little worried because they told me the people 

of Trinidad so loved the preaching of God's Word that you have to preach 

at least an hour. I know some of you won't believe this, but back in that 

day when I started, I only preached about fifteen or twenty minutes. As a 

matter of fact, someone said to me one time, “Bro. Ricky, you ought to be 

a radio preacher because you can say more in fifteen minutes what most 

people can say in an hour.” I know here at Hardin you wish we could go 

back to that day when I would say all I was going to say in fifteen minutes; 

I've lost that ability. Get this picture. I'm getting ready to go to a group of 

people to preach the Word of God that I'm told are so hungry to hear 

God's Word that I'm going to literally sit on an airplane and have to put 

four of my sermons together just to get a sermon long enough to satisfy 

them. I land in Trinidad and Pastor Cummings picks me up and takes me 

to his village. I can't tell you the hospitality I was given by Pastor 

Cummings and his wife. They heard I loved tomatoes, and they are very 

expensive in Trinidad. They made a sacrifice to make sure I had tomatoes 

every meal. They heard I liked Coca Cola and their family didn’t drink it 

because of the expense, but they sacrificed to make sure I had that too. I 

went into the church service and I saw Sister Fields; I can still see her face 

today. You’ve got to understand I was raised in a small patriarchal church 

in Calloway County, and the women in our church didn’t pray, but at the 

church there in Trinidad, they called on Sister Fields to pray. She pulls a 

pillow out from under her pew, plops down on it, and she begins to pray 



fire down from Heaven! She actually asked God to take a coal off of that 

altar in Heaven that cleansed Isaiah and put it on this here white boy’s 

tongue! “Put the coal on this white boy’s tongue and let him preach with 

the fire of Heaven!” Woo!! I was ready to preach God's Word! I still think 

of Sister Fields! Let me tell you what would happen.  

When that church service was over and the next morning we would have 

Bible school, then afternoon time, before I would go back to preach that 

night I would walk the village streets because I wanted to know the 

people. There were bars on most of the corners, and when I walked by, 

here is what I would here, “Honky!” Whoa…I had never heard that very 

much. All of a sudden, I'm beginning to understand that I'm being called a 

name. The people calling me a name don’t even know me as a person, but 

they're characterizing me because of the color of my skin. In no way do I 

tell this to say that I have a clue of what it would be like to have another 

color of skin living in a country that is predominantly white. I tell you that 

just to say this…I hurt with you when you are called a name because I've 

been called names.  

I’ll never forget when I got on that airplane to fly back I had a choice to 

make. My choice was this. Am I going to view Trinidad as a nation or a 

people based on the reception I got in the church, or, am I going to base 

my opinion of Trinidad on the reaction I got from the crowd at the bar? 

The memory I have of Trinidad is the memory of the church. This has 

never happened in the United States to me, but I would pour my heart out 

preaching God's Word, and when the invitation was being given, I would 

sit in a pastoral chair. Then, a group of ladies come out of the 

congregation, come up to where I was, I stood up and they said sit down, 

and they brought me a silver platter filled with food specially made for me 

as well as a drink especially for me. Wow! That’s the picture I have of 

Trinidad. My heart so appreciates the country of Trinidad that we invited 

Pastor Cummings to come to America. We flew him here, and I’ll never 

forget, in downtown Hardin, Pastor Cummings preaching to our people. 

Before he preached, I asked him to teach us the song of Trinidad that I 

loved. It was a long time ago, so we don’t sing it much anymore, but 

Pastor Cummings taught us, “I've got Jesus on the inside working on the 



outside, oh what a change in my life.” If you were here back then when 

Pastor Cummings taught us that song, you saw that he didn’t stand 

onstage, he started way over on one side of the stage and walked all the 

way to the other side of the stage singing and moving with rhythm singing 

oh what a change in my life, I've got Jesus on the inside working on the 

outside. About the time our Church would think it was done, he would start 

all over again because he wanted us to know that there change in his life, 

and the reason there was a change in his life was because he had Jesus on 

the inside!  

When I saw that video of George Floyd, it broke my heart! It broke my 

heart to the point that I began to cause some people to see if they saw 

what I saw. I have a source inside the Marshall County Sheriff’s Office, and 

when I called Matt Hilbrecht to just see if he, as a policeman who attends 

this Church, saw what I saw, he said, “Yes, we see what you saw. All of us 

in the police force saw what you saw, and it was wrong.” Matt said, “If that 

man had have had Jesus in his heart, he would not have had his knee on 

his neck.” Matt believes what Pastor Cummings believed. I've got Jesus on 

the inside working on the outside, oh, what a change. Here's what we 

know. Not everybody has Jesus on the inside, so there is no working on 

the outside. It doesn’t matter how much legislation we pass, it doesn’t 

matter how much we redistribute well, the answer to the problem we have 

is a transformation, not just a change of mind, but a change of mind that 

comes because there's a change of heart. Our prayer for us as a nation is 

to see as God sees things, and God sees the name calling. He even had 

Paul record it, but then Paul got to the heart of the problem. He's 

addressing Gentiles now. I want to make sure you're with me here. This is 

me and you; we’re Gentiles. I know there's this discussion about race and 

ethnicity, but if you think about it, we all go back to the same mom and 

dad, Adam and Eve. So, there is really just one race of people, and that is 

the human race. But there was a time when God stepped into the life of 

one of us and called him to follow Him. God told him if he would follow 

Him, he would change the world and from his seed would come a Messiah. 

At that time, God set His covenant love upon a group of people called 

Jews. After about two thousand years, there is hostility between those two 

groups of people. Are you listening to me? If you and I, all of us who are 



listening to this, if we would have been in the Bible days, this would be us. 

We’re all Gentiles; we’re not Jews. We’re in this together, and here is what 

God says about us. Without Christ, we are alienated from the 

commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenant promises, no hope, and 

without God in the world. If we all trace our history back, two thousand 

years ago before Christ came, you and I were without hope, without God, 

no hope of a Messiah, we were alienated from the nation of Israel, and we 

were a stranger to the covenant promises. Tell me what is worse than that! 

All of us are in this same boat without Christ! Everyone in our nation, 

everyone in our world, everyone in our community is in this boat. Yes, two 

thousand years ago that is who we were as a Gentile.  

I love this next word. It reminds me of a few weeks ago in Ephesians 2 

when we talked about salvation. The first part talked about how we were 

dead in trespasses and sin, and it paints this horrible picture of us being 

separated from God, and then it says, “But God,” and then, the whole 

thing changes. Here, Paul has just reminded the Gentile side of the Church, 

us, of our past, and now he says, “But now.” We will discover that we’re 

going to go from being a stranger to a citizen. We’re going to go from 

being totally alienated from Israel to being a brother, so he's going to 

switch from the past to now. “But now you who were far off have been 

brought near.” What has brought us near the blood of Christ? I don't know 

what this does to you, but to me, there's an image here of somebody that 

is far away. That is us. We were far away as Gentiles, but there were 

another group of people who were closer to God than us, and that was the 

Jews. We are way over there, and they are right here closer to God than 

us. That’s where some of the hostility came from. The Jewish people didn’t 

understand that God put a special call upon their life, but with that 

privilege came a responsibility, and that was to share Him with the world 

so that the whole world could have the same life they had.  

See, the imagery here, I think, scholars disagree on this, but the imagery I 

think is the picture of the Jewish temple. You’ve heard of the temple 

mount. The temple itself was the highest point on that mount. That’s 

where the temple stood. It consisted primarily of two parts, the Holy of 

holies where only the high priest could go in one day of the year, and then 



there was the place where the priest went and ministered. Then you step 

down to a courtyard that was divided, but everybody was on the same 

level. There was the courtyard of the priests, the courtyard of the 

Israelites, and the courtyard of women. When you stepped back from that 

courtyard, there were five steps that led down to a flattened area that had 

a wall about four foot tall. Once you came down those five steps, there 

were some columns, according to Josephus the early Jewish historian. You 

walked through those columns and went down nine more steps to the 

court of the Gentiles. If you were a Gentile and in Israel to see the temple, 

you could go to the courtyard, but when you went up those nine steps to 

be closer to God because God was supposed to be dwelling in His house, 

the Holy of holies, there was a big sign. You know the signs we have that 

warns trespassers they will be prosecuted; Israel had a sign, and we have 

found the sign. Two ancient signs have been found that bear out what 

Josephus and early Jewish historians say. In Hardin terminology, the sign 

said trespassers would be executed. Literally, there's a stone in Istanbul 

Turkey that basically says that any foreigner who passers beyond this sign 

is literally responsible for his own death. What the Jewish people were 

saying was, ‘Hey Gentile, if you want to see God, you get the backrow 

seat.’ Can you imagine how you would feel if day after day you went to the 

house of God and could never get as close as someone else could get? 

There is just something about seating sometimes that says so much. There 

are just events you go to that you want to be mid-field, mid-court, close to 

the action. But sometimes, you can't afford one of those seats that are for 

people who are little more well off that you and me. So, we’re in the upper 

deck and thinking what it would be like to have a seat down there where 

you were right in the action, so to speak.  

I don't know about you, but that’s why I love to the CFSB Center at Murray 

State into that arena, because if you are one who has a bleacher seat, you 

can't wait for that moment when they announce who has been drawn, and 

you actually get the best seat in the house. They come and get you, take 

you from the bleachers down to this special seat. They announce your 

name to everybody and tell them you're in the best seat in the house. You 

get to watch the action from that seat. Everybody in the CFSB Center is 

looking at you because they know you’ve got the best seat in the house.  



Can you imagine spiritually being far, far away, and now you’ve been 

brought near? Listen to this; you have the same seat. Why? It is not 

because you won a drawing. It’s not because you finally worked yourself 

up by your bootstraps and now worthy of buying that seat. No, spiritually, 

God took Gentiles, who were far, and brought them near. What did He use 

to bring them near? What did He use to give us the same seat that the Jew 

had? It was the blood of Jesus. It was not an act of legislation, not a 

redistribution of society, but the death of His Son on a cross! Why? It was 

because He wanted us, who were Gentiles, He wanted all of us who were 

in the same boat that was not even a Jewish boat; He wanted us to be 

near. He knew there was only one thing that could reconcile us, and that 

was the blood of His Son.  

See, I think my source was correct. The heart of the problem is sin. God 

knew that. God knew the reason there was all the name calling. It was 

because of sin. There was a heart problem on both sides of the gentles 

and the Jews, so God wanted to bring us together. The way He brought us 

together was by putting His Son on a cross. He killed His Son because His 

Son took our sin into His presence! The purpose of Him dying was so that 

we could be near, so we could be close. Why? What was God’s ultimate 

plan? Why did He bring us near? It was because He wanted us to be one. 

He brought us near because of the blood of His Son was to make us one. 

Who did He make one? He made Jews and Gentiles one. He made us one 

by the blood of His Son. When God made us one, here's what He did. In 

Jesus’ flesh, going to a cross, bearing the full wrath of God, He broke down 

that middle wall of hostility. This is a reference to what really happened 

when Jesus died. Even though the Jewish temple was not destroyed until 

70 AD by the Romans, when Jesus died on that cross, spiritually, God took 

the sign down. God broke down that wall, not just took the sign down, but 

broke the wall down that stood for hostility that said you are far off; you 

can't come near!  

Now, God says we can come near because He's making a new man. Who is 

the new man? The new man is the Church. He's making a new humanity, a 

new race, if you'll let me say that. In this new race of people, there are not 

Jews, there are not Gentiles, there are not males, there are not females, 



and there are not slaves or free people, all of this language that was very 

divisive in the biblical world.  

See, in Ephesians 1:10, Paul tells us what God’s plan was. God’s plan was 

to unite all things. We are so wanting to reunite as a Church, but God’s 

ultimate plan is not just you and I reuniting as a Church; God wants to 

unite all of humanity, a new humanity, a new people, a Church called 

Christians. When we come into this house, there are no walls. See, God in 

Christ abolishes all of the ordinances pertaining to the Law. Paul says in 

Romans that Christ is the end of the Law for the one believing who is 

seeking righteousness. Are you hearing this? God, in the death of His Son 

Jesus Christ, fulfilled the Law by living righteously, walking justly, so that 

He could go to the cross and take all the injustice of the world and put it 

on His Son, and His Son die with our sin so that His death now makes us 

right with God. In making us right with God, He makes us right with each 

other, and we are a new race of people called Christians. For the first time, 

in Jesus, we all have the same seat. For the first time, we’re all in the same 

room, and not just in the same room, but there are no walls. We know 

what walls do. Walls protect and walls mark ownership. If you come to my 

house, there is one room in my house where you're not allowed to go in. 

It’s the master bedroom. Sorry, we’ve got a wall, a door, and I just don’t 

want you in my master bedroom. You're free to use all the other rooms, 

but that’s my room. In the Church, there are no walls, just one room, not 

walls. Why? It is because through the cross, God’s intent was 

accomplished, and that was to do away with the alienation and bring 

reconciliation. His place of reconciliation is Christ. The result of that 

reconciliation is the Church. When you come into the Church, there are not 

walls. The Bible says by one body through the cross, God killed the 

hostility.  

I want to make sure you understand what this is teaching. The intent of 

Christ on the cross was to deal with our hearts. Our heart problem was 

basically a sin problem. We refuse to allow Christ to be Lord of our lives. 

Without Christ in your life, you cannot control your unredeemed flesh. 

Therefore, there is hostility. There is hostility between God and us, and 

hostility between us and Jews. When you break we Gentiles into different 



ethnicities, we've got some hostilities, but the hostilities are not supposed 

to be in the Church. Yes, there can be diversity, but there should not be 

division. Yes, there should be unity, but that doesn’t mean uniformity. As 

the Church, you and I are the recipients of a reconciliation that was a 

divine reconciliation that worked. When you received Christ, you're made 

right with God, and that makes you right with each other and the hostility 

is gone. It’s dead; it’s killed. Who killed it? God did. You and I aren’t killing 

the hostility; that hostility between God and man, and man and man, can 

only be killed by God. God took care of the hostility in His Son Jesus Christ; 

therefore, we must be in Christ. If there is any hostility toward other 

people, we need to examine our hearts. Even as a believer, your mind can 

be so programmed with previous thoughts that was given to you from a 

non-biblical worldview that you can still have a problem with sin. There 

should not be hostility because we’re in Christ. 

Sometimes, when I see couples and I know they weren’t raised in the 

same area, I’ll ask them where they meet, and they will tell me where they 

met. If they're in a great marriage relationship, most people love to talk 

about where they met. There is just something special about that meeting 

place. We've got a man in our Church named Daniel, married to Kayla. I 

love them with all of my heart. They have a little girl and she gives me a 

hug every Sunday. I want to be honest with you. When Daniel saw me for 

the first time and I saw him, it was obvious Daniel knew I was white, and I 

knew Daniel was black. But here is what I want you to know. Daniel and I 

didn’t meet in Hardin Kentucky at Hardin Baptist Church. We met in Christ. 

God put Daniel in Christ, He put me in Christ, and we met in Christ. 

Because we have met in Christ, yes, he knows I'm white, and yes, I know 

he's black, but that doesn’t matter; we are brothers in Christ because of 

the blood of God's Son Jesus Christ. He is my brother. God has blessed 

Rodney in our Church. He spent a lot of time in St. Louis, but he's now 

here with us. When I see Rodney and his family, it’s obvious he's black, 

and I think every Sunday when he hears me preach, he acknowledges that 

I'm white, but we didn’t meet in Murray Kentucky, we didn’t meet in St. 

Louis; we met in Christ. God bless Taft bringing Millie here. Some people 

ask when I met Millie. I met Millie in Christ. Millie is from Africa. Millie and I 

didn’t meet in a church setting; Millie and I met in Christ. Because she was 



a sister in Christ, and because I was a brother in Christ, yes, we 

acknowledge the color of our skin is different, like the color of our hair is 

different, the color of our eyes are different, but when God has dealt with 

your heart and made you right with Him, He made you right with your 

brothers and sisters. One of the things I am so proud about Hardin Baptist 

Church is here we are on the edge of Calloway County, in Marshall County, 

and this church reflects this community. We do not believe in colonizing at 

Hardin Baptist Church, we believe in evangelism. We don’t choose to share 

the gospel to someone because of the color or their skin, their social 

economic status, or who they are or are not in the community, we share 

the gospel. If you were to come to Hardin Baptist Church on any given 

Sunday, we reflect this community, interracial couples. We have people 

who have to hitch a ride to church. We have people who have to choose 

which car to drive to church on Sunday morning. I look at our college 

students, and I see Alisha. Thank you, Alisha, that you didn’t meet me at a 

ballgame in Murray you met me in Christ. You didn’t see me as a white 

pastor, you entrust me and Chris to teach you the Word of God. Dwain, 

Lizzy, thank you because you're in Christ and we’re in Christ.  

A lot of people may not understand, but we understand. We are brothers 

and sisters in Christ! It’s not because we’re trying to arbitrarily to do 

something here that looks good for a media source, a camera, or a picture. 

No, we are who we are because we have the blood of Christ and it has 

been applied to our heart. The shackles of sin have been broken in our 

lives, and we are free from being a slave to sin. That’s God’s design. I 

could go on and on. One of my greatest privileges as a pastor was to 

watch God call my daughter to give up a nursing profession, and because 

of a message given by Josh Hutchens who has his family in Malawi Africa, 

one of the poorest countries in Africa, my daughter felt led to go and do 

medical missions. As a dad and pastor of this church, I got to go check 

Malawi out. I can't tell you what it was like to meet African men, we didn’t 

meet in Malawi, we met in Christ, and the moment we met in Christ, it was 

obvious that we were brothers. Those men, just being daddies, thanked 

me over and over for letting my daughter come. That’s on God. But listen 

to this; they assured me I didn’t have to worry about my daughter because 

they would be her father while she was there. KiKi lost her passport; it 



actually got stolen. Her mom and I were worried because she was in 

another country with no passport and they do regular passport checks. I 

had five men who are brothers in Christ who have a different color skin 

than mine, and they assured me not to worry because if she had gotten 

stopped or taken to jail, they would all have to be taken to jail. Why? 

Because that is what the cross does. The cross takes away any hostility 

that there is toward God, and the cross takes away any hostility that we 

have toward other fellow human beings. We’re all the same blood. Either 

you are in the blood from Adam or you're in the blood from Christ. When 

you switch from the blood of Adam to the blood of Christ, it changes our 

lives! God has changed our life and He wants to use to change society. 

Many of us are politicians, many are business men, many of us have a 

platform on social media with followers, and you have a great 

responsibility. I ask you in whatever way you choose to believe the answer 

to our problems is that you don’t circumvent the real answer. The real 

answer is Christ. The real answer is a cross. If you want to know what we 

really need in our community, we need crosses. Not just a physical cross 

that reminds us of the death of Christ, but you and I denying ourselves and 

taking up the cross of Christ and being exactly what it means to be a 

person who has been reconciled with God, and then we've been reconciled 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

So, what about those people who are not reconciled to God or to us? We 

still pray and we still work because those of us who are Christians 

understand we have been blessed, but with that blessing comes a great 

responsibility. That responsibility is to let everybody know that they can 

have the same seat we've got, they can be in the same room we’re in, and 

they can have the same access we have. Isn’t that really what the world 

wants? They just want to be in the same seat, in the same room, with the 

same access everybody else has got. That’s the message of the Church. 

We've got a message the media needs to hear. We've got a message our 

leaders need to hear. We've got a message the world needs to hear. That 

message is that in Christ you have the same seat, in the same room, with 

the same access to God, our Father! That word, access, literally is a word 

best described as someone introducing you to someone else.  



Get this picture. There is God the Father, then there are those of us who 

without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the 

covenant promise, no hope, without God, and all of a sudden, we hear the 

gospel, we respond by faith, and Jesus through the Spirit brings us right 

into the presence of God and introduces us to His Father and lets us know 

He's our Father too! Who is my Father? My Father is not Adam, and your 

Father is not Adam. If you're in Christ, your Father is God. He took us, who 

were Gentiles, all of us who were in the same boat, and He said you are no 

longer a stranger and alien. He didn’t just say we’re a citizen; He says 

we’re fellow citizens and members of the household of God. We’re not just 

a citizen of God’s Kingdom; we are equal citizens in God’s Kingdom, 

members of the household of God, a family member. You have brothers 

and sisters. It’s been God’s will that those brothers and sisters come from 

every nation, every tribe, every tongue, and every people group. The 

Church here on earth has been set up by God to be a reflection of Heaven, 

and that’s our answer. Our world desperately needs Christ and God wants 

people to have access to Him, so He built a Church. He uses the language 

of a temple and says the foundation of the prophets and apostles, the 

cornerstone being Jesus, and you, like me, are a brick. God has taken us 

as bricks and building a temple. In Malawi, I saw men take dirt, mix it with 

water, set it out in the sun, and let it bake and dry. They would take that 

handmade brick and put them together to build homes and churches. Why 

do the people in Malawi build homes and churches? It is because they 

need homes and churches to protect themselves, to have a place to live. 

That’s what God is doing. He's building a people. He took you, a sinner, 

and redeemed you from sin. Yes, you're being baked, dried, and hardened 

because God’s got a purpose for you in His Church. He's going to set you 

beside somebody, maybe a Jew, maybe a Gentile from a different ethnicity, 

but together, not a white Church, not a black Church, not a Hispanic 

Church, not an Asian Church, the Church with no walls sitting in the same 

seat, in the same room, with the same access taking the presence of God 

in Christ to the world.  

Please, please, as the Church, make sure your response is the response of 

God because if you're in the Church, you don’t ultimately represent white 

America and black America; you represent Christ. I will never forget the 



horror, the pain, the feeling. You don’t know how hard it’s been for me to 

listen and read and not say the first thing that came out of my mouth, but 

God gives me a platform, and it’s not social media, not a political party, not 

more legislation, not more redistribution; it’s the gospel. We’re never going 

to have unity in the Church until we see what God sees, so here's what I 

want to know. That picture in my mind is so callous, so cold…a man in 

uniform kneeling on the neck of a man, him saying, “I can't breathe.” His 

offense, the reason he was caught was possibly using a counterfeit twenty 

dollar bill. In less than nine minutes, he's dead. What I thought I saw was 

a white police officer kneeling on the neck of George Floyd who was an 

African American, but I ask you this. Is that what you think God saw? 

Here's what I think God saw, based on what the Bible says. I don’t think 

God saw a white man kneeling on the neck of a black man. I think in 

Christ, God saw a man unjustly taking the life of another man. No, we’re 

not colorblind in the Church. I see Daniel, his skin is darker than mine, so 

is Rodney’s, so is Millie’s, so is Dwain’s, so is Alisha, and so is Lizzy’s. I 

think of Mariah. I think of Julia. Do I think God sees me as white? No, I 

think He sees me as a Christian. I think He sees me as a man. I think He 

sees everyone else the same way. Do you know why we don’t see it that 

way, no matter which side you're on? It’s because we've got a heart 

problem. I know a heart Surgeon who will take your heart and my heart 

and if we allow Him to, He will give us the heart of Christ, a heart that 

beats not just for groups of people, but for all the individuals in that group 

of people. Why? Because “He so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.” God bless you, Church.  

 

 

 

 

 


