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Have you ever flipped a coin and asked someone, or someone ever asked 

you, “Heads, or tails?” You have no problem with that concept. You have 

no problem with me declaring that the coin you or that person holds in one 

coin, but there are two sides to that coin. There is a side that is heads, and 

a side that is tails. We’re familiar with that. We’re also familiar with a story, 

one story, having two sides. Have you ever had someone you were close to 

tell you a story that involved someone else and something that has 

happened to them, and part of you wants to wait before you fully believe 

everything you're hearing because you know there is a possibility that 

there is another side to the story? How many times have we be subjected 

to listening to a story, and because we so know the person telling the story 

that we believe everything they say, we don’t think we need to hear the 

other side of the story because we’re not going to believe them anyway 

since we know the person telling the story so well? I can't tell you how 

many times as a pastor that I've heard one side of the story, and it seemed 



as if they were telling me the full picture. But, I knew I didn’t need to be 

subjective, no matter what my relationship was to this person; I needed to 

wait and remind myself that before I make up my mind, I need to 

remember there's another side to the story. I can't tell you how many 

times when I've stayed subjective and heard the other side of the story 

that it’s amazing how many times one side of the story negates the other 

side of the story or change how I view one side of the story.  

We are familiar with a story have two sides, and this morning that is our 

topic. IN our series, 20/20 Vision in 2020, we are now in the topic of 

salvation. Last Sunday, we were in Ephesians 2:1-10 and saw how we have 

been saved by God’s grace through faith. We’re going to continue talking 

about salvation because we want to make sure we have 20/20 vision in 

2020 and we see salvation the way God intends us to see it and has 

revealed it to us in His Word. When we study our Bible, we come to 

understand there is one big story of salvation, but when we see it, I hope 

you understand there are two sides to the story. That’s going to be our 

theme this morning, we’re going to open to Ephesians chapter 1:3-14, and 

then we’re going to see there are actually two sides to the one story of 

salvation. This is a very difficult passage of Scripture for a lot of people to 

comprehend because in the Greek language Paul starts writing in verse 3 

and he doesn’t stop, pause, or draw a breath until he gets to the end of 

verse 14. In other words, in the Greek New Testament, this is one long 

continuous sentence, two hundred and two words in one sentence. If you 

read the ESV, I counted about two hundred and forty-six words in English. 

It has been divided into five sentences, but still, each of those sentences 

has over fifty words in those sentences. As I was studying, I remembered 

when I was in freshman English class under Ms. Coleman whose family 

worships with us now. It is so humbling getting to preach to your teacher. 

Now, if I had turned in a paper with sentence in freshman English that had 

two hundred and forty-six words, I would have gotten it back with red 

marks all over it, and she would have said you cannot speak a sentence 

that long! Well, I have the ability to do that, but it’s just not proper English. 

To be a good communicator in English, you're supposed to talk in short, 

simple sentences. So our Bible translators have tried to break this sentence 

down as best they can from one sentence to five sentences. Even with five, 



if we’re not careful, some of us are going to miss the dynamic of what the 

Apostle Paul is saying just because it’s written in so many phrases and 

modifiers. Many times, it’s hard for us to know what the subject, or noun, 

or verb is. So we’re going to try to dive into this and we’re going to read all 

the verses because I want you to see this one salvation with two sides.  

 

 

Scripture 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 

he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 

Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his 

glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In 

him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished 

upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 

Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 

things in heaven and things on earth. 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to 

the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in 

Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when 

you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is 

the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, 

to the praise of his glory.” 

 

 

Two Sides of Salvation 



We are going to see there are two sides to this story of salvation where we 

have been saved by grace through faith. The first side of salvation is the 

divine side. Just as the coin in my pocket has a heads’ side and a tails’ 

side, salvation has a divine side, and the other side is the human side. I 

need you to focus. The whole basis of what the Bible is going to present as 

salvation is going to be built on the principle that one side does not negate, 

minimize, or trivialize the other side. Many times in counseling, the other 

side of the story does negate the other side of the story I just heard. That’s 

why I wait to hear the other side. That’s why sometimes we say, “There 

are two sides to a story.” When it comes to the Bible and our study of 

salvation, the divine side of salvation never negates, minimizes, or 

trivializes the human side of salvation. When we’re at a passage of 

Scripture that teaches the human side, I want you to remember the human 

side of salvation never negates, minimizes, or trivializes the divine side of 

salvation. We will discover that there is one salvation and two sides to 

salvation, and both sides are equally true. Now, many of us were raised in 

a tradition that if emphasized the human side of salvation to the point that 

when we read the Bible and see the divine side of salvation, we struggle to 

accept it. We struggle to believe it. We let the human side of salvation 

actually negate, minimize, and trivialize the divine side. You know who you 

are; I know how I was. Then, there are many of us who were raised more 

divine side of salvation and if we’re not careful, we let what we already 

believe about the divine side negate, minimize, and trivialize the human 

side of salvation. Both of those errors are wrong. I believe with all of my 

heart, there is a divine side, a human side, and they are both equally true. 

They do not contradict each other even though we may not be able to 

process those in our philosophical mind, but let us remember what we 

know about God. His ways are so much higher than our ways, and His 

thoughts are so much higher than our thoughts. They are as high as the 

heavens are above the earth. I want you to buy into this principle with me; 

I want you to believe this. If we’re going to have 20/20 vision in 2020, 

we've got to believe this principle that one side does not negate, minimize, 

or trivialize the other side.  

I got to tell you what happened last night. We had Memorial Day weekend 

with the kids and grandkids, and after we came home from the lake, we 



grilled out and made homemade banana ice cream for the first time this 

year. The grandboys were helping me, and when the maker started 

slowing down, I stopped it just a little too soon so it didn’t turn into that 

real consistent ice cream. It was kind of in between a milk shake and ice 

cream when we pulled it out. We all started eating it, but if I can be honest 

with you, it was really, really good. All of a sudden, we look over at Katie 

and she hasn’t eaten all of her ice cream. Of course, that makes you think 

maybe it wasn’t good, but when Katie saw us looking at her, she made this 

comment: “The ice cream is really good, it’s just so rich I can't eat the 

whole bowl.” We made the comment that many times when you make ice 

cream at home, it is actually richer than store bought ice cream. No 

criticism of store bought ice cream; I love it, but homemade ice cream is 

just rich. I want to make sure you understand this.  

• The Divine Side of Salvation 

Some of you are going to struggle to digest all of what's going to be said 

this morning because this, in my mind, is one of the richest passages in the 

entire New Testament. The reason is because it so emphasizes the divine 

side of salvation. The human side is inserted into it, but when we’re 

reading this, it is all primarily about the divine side of salvation. I love 

Ephesians. Listen to what Paul says. He tells us this before he tells us what 

we said last week about for grace you’ve been saved through faith. He 

starts off his letter to the church at Ephesus by soaring off into the 

theological heavens talking about what God has done for us in salvation. 

The first thing Paul tells us is “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.” Did you catch that? Why does Paul believe God is 

to be blessed? It is because He has blessed those in the Ephesian church, 

and also including us here at Hardin, with every spiritual blessing in Christ 

in the heavenlies. Now, when the Bible says ‘blessed be God,’ this is saying 

when we understand our salvation and that there is a divine side of 

salvation, when we see the divine side and all the spiritual blessings that 

God has blessed us with in Christ, we ought to praise Him, bless Him. He is 

to be praised by those of us who are a recipient of this salvation.  

Paul is going to begin to tell us about all the spiritual blessings with which 

we've been blessed. He doesn’t mention every one of them; he just says all 



of our blessings are in Christ. They're spiritual blessings, not necessarily 

physical blessings. We’re not blessing God so He will bless us. No, that is 

salvation by works. The Bible says blessed be God who has already blessed 

us. We praise God because of the blessings He's already bestowed upon us 

in Christ Jesus. They're spiritual blessings. It’s the foundation of our 

worship, of our praise to Him.  

1. Chosen  

Now, when he transitions into these blessings, notice he says, “…even as.” 

The first thing Paul tells us is “…even as He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 

Him.” When we think about the divine side of salvation, here is why God 

should be praised. Here is why you should be praising Him right now as a 

member of the church. Here's why you should be praising Him right now as 

a Christian who is listening to this teaching. You should praise Him because 

on the divine side of salvation, God chose us. I can say if you are a 

believer in Christ, God chose you. Do you see this?  

Now, I know some of you come to this from the human side of salvation 

and you're already struggling. You're already going to let this divine side 

negate the human side, or you're going to let the human side negate the 

divine side. Listen to me. The Bible is going to teach later on that we have 

to make a choice to choose Jesus, to put our faith and trust in Jesus, but 

this isn’t talking about our choice. This is talking about God’s choice. God 

chose us, plural pronoun. This doesn’t say Christ. I mean, yes, He chose 

Christ, but that isn’t what this is talking about. You can't have a plurality of 

people without having individuals. Yes, God chose us who are in the 

church, but He chose us as individuals in Him. He chose us on the basis of 

what He was going to do for us in Christ. When did He make this choice? 

He made this choice before the foundation of the world. Let’s not let this 

negate a personal choice we have to make, but the Bible says I don’t 

personally choose Christ until I hear the gospel. When I hear the gospel, I 

choose Christ. So I personally didn’t choose Christ until March 24th, 1974. 

I’ll never forget that day at Ledbetter Baptist Church when under the 

preaching of the gospel I repented of my sin and put my faith and trust in 

Jesus Christ and chose Christ. Do you know what I learned later? God had 



already chosen me before I chose Him. He didn’t wait until March 24th, 

1974 to choose me because I chose Him; my Bible teaches He had chosen 

me before the foundation of the world. Please hear this! This is not what 

reformed theologians say. This is not what John Calvin says. This is not 

what Augustine said. This is what the Word of God says. If you want to ask 

the question of who chose who first, if God made His choice of you before 

the foundation of the world and you chose Him the day you God saved, 

then you have to acknowledge that God chose you before you chose Him, 

and you chose Him because He had already chosen you in Christ. Wow! 

That humbles me. But if I'm going to have 20/20 vision in 2020, I've got to 

understand that my salvation is not rooted in my choice of God; my 

salvation is first rooted in God’s choice of me. But God’s choice of me does 

not cancel, negate, minimize, or trivialize my choice of Him. Does that 

make sense? Therefore, we’re going to be humble as Christians. We’re 

going to understand that according to this passage, the very purpose that 

God chose us on the basis of His work in Christ before the foundation, in 

eternity past, before there was even an ‘us,’ God made a choice of you, He 

wanted you to be on His team. I can't tell you how many times as a kids 

growing up in the Bogard clan, we would get together in the community 

and have a ballgame. There would be enough of us to have a full baseball 

team. They would choose captains and they would start choosing players, 

and we all wanted to be chosen. There's just something special about 

when you were chosen. Catch this. God chose you. The God of the 

universe, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ made a choice of 

you! You are special to Him.  

Now, why did He choose you? “That we should be holy and blameless 

before Him.” Please understand that this divine side of salvation practically 

leads to, in full application, not a person believing they’ve been chosen by 

God so they can go out and do whatever they want to do. No, God chose 

you for the specific purpose of you being holy and blameless before Him. 

It’s that Old Testament picture of an animal that had been set aside to be 

sacrificed to God. You didn’t give God a deformed animal, you didn’t give 

God an animal that was already dying; you brought before God an animal 

that had been set apart, without spot and blemish. That is the purpose of 



God choosing you. Is this glorious, or is this glorious, the divine side of 

salvation.  

2. Predestined  

Now, the next thing Paul is going to tell is not only did God bless us with 

every spiritual blessing in Christ in the heavenlies, but the Bible is also 

going to say that God predestined us. I know…some of us struggle with 

this. Predestination is that doctrine that is talked about in a bad way. Have 

you ever had someone tell you something bad about somebody, and you 

actually got to meet that person and find out they really wasn’t like you 

heard they were at all? You found out that instead of them being a 

despicable person, they were actually humble, loving, kind, and they 

actually became a friend of yours. I hope before this is over, if you’ve been 

misled about the doctrine of predestination and what God did for us in 

Christ when He predestined you, I hope you'll come to praise God for the 

fact that He chose you, and then, on the basis in choosing you, He actually 

had a plan for your life. That was to predestine you.  

Let’s look at the verse, verse 5. In the ESV, it says, “He predestined us 

for...” but the beginning of the phrase, ‘In love,’ is in verse 4. Remember, 

this was one big long sentence, but when this was translated into English, 

they put ‘in love’ in first 4. The period stops before ‘in love,’ so it starts a 

new sentence. So what the Bible translators are trying to tell us is that ‘in 

love’ actually modifies ‘He predestined us.’ When you think about the 

biblical doctrine of predestination, of what God did for you on the divine 

side, if you're going to be biblical, you have to say it was the act of a loving 

God who is holy, holy, holy. It was in love. It was not the decision of an 

arbitrary dictator God; it was in love that He predestined us. Predestine 

means to mark beforehand. It’s the picture of a Greek word that literally 

talks about the horizon. You’ve looked out on the horizon. It means to 

mark the horizon before you start. The idea is we have a plan in mind 

before we actually start. The best word we have for this in English is the 

word, blueprint. I would translate this as ‘in love, He blueprinted us.’ When 

Celisa and I got ready to build our house, we didn’t just hire a carpenter 

and let him just start building. We may have seen some houses that look 

like that with no plan to it, but most of us want a house with a plan. The 



picture is that God made a choice of you before the foundation of the 

world, and once He made that choice of you, He had a blueprint for your 

life. He did this in eternity past, and here was His blueprint for you. The 

blueprint is going to guarantee that you are going to be as God intended 

you to be. I find that so awesome to know I can't mess it up! We can't 

mess it up because God has a blueprint for us as believers, and the 

blueprint is that we be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ.  

Now, this is referring to Roman adoption and the culture of adoption in 

Rome, not American adoption. I am so thankful for those people in our 

church and community who adopt other children and give that child a 

proper Christian home. Whatever the reason, whether they can’t have 

children or wanting to give a child a home, but we kind of have this 

thought somebody wanting a child, going to an adoption place, and 

choosing between kids. We pick the one we want, bring them home, and 

give that little child the benefit of growing up in, hopefully, a Christian 

home.  

That’s not the picture here. It is not God blueprinting from among little 

babies. The purpose of the adoption here is to bestow the status of adult 

sonship upon the one adopted. This is saying God chose us before the 

foundation of the world on the basis of what He's going to do for us in 

Christ. Then, God’s blueprint for us is to adopt us into the family, but we 

are mature adult believers who are conformed to the image of His Son 

Jesus Christ. What Paul talks about in Ephesians, he also talks about in 

Romans 8:29. Again, he introduces predestination, but he uses the word 

foreknowledge instead of chose, “For those He foreknew, He also 

predestined that they be conformed into the image of His Son that He 

might be the firstborn of many brothers.” What was God’s plan? Why did 

God predestine those whom He set His covenant love upon? He 

predestined us because He wants us to be like His only begotten Son, 

Jesus; and when we all get to Heaven, all the glory of salvation goes to 

Jesus. When we sit down in Heaven at the family table, Jesus is going to 

be at the head of the table. We’re not going to be talking about what we 

did for God; we’re going to be talking about what God did for us in Christ, 

and what Christ did for us. That’s the picture. When we come into the 



family, God’s plan is that we’re mature. We’re adults. We take part in 

Kingdom business, and He trusts us to work with Him to carry out His 

agenda. I think this is glorious! 

Why did He predestine us to Himself as mature believers in Christ? It’s 

according to the purpose of His will. It’s not according to our will. This is 

the divine side of salvation. God’s will is first, but God’s will doesn’t negate 

the human will. God did what He did for you according to His will, and the 

reason was “to the praise of His glorious grace which He has blessed us in 

the beloved.” Why did God choose you? Why did God predestine you? Why 

is there a divine side of salvation? It is so salvation will be to the praise of 

God’s glorious grace. You hear us say at Hardin that salvation is not 

designed to be man-centered; salvation is designed to be God-centered. 

We get this from verse 6, 12, and 14. Each time it talks about a different 

work of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, it says ‘to 

the praise of His glorious grace.’ In other words, God did what He did so 

that we would praise His glorious grace. This divine side of salvation is so 

awesome.  

Look at the third thing we learn here. “…with which he has blessed us in 

the Beloved.” The blessing is that we are praising His glorious grace. In 

English class, I loved when we had to diagram sentences. I know some of 

you hate that. You literature buffs love reading Shakespeare and all those 

people, and you didn’t like the grammar side of English. I wasn’t big on the 

literature side; I was big on the grammar side. When you diagram this, it is 

saying that God did what He did to the praise of His glorious grace with 

which He has blessed us. In other words, God has graced us. The divine 

side of salvation is He chose us, He predestined us, and He has graced us. 

He has graced us in the Beloved. We’re going to find out in the next verses 

that when it talks about the Beloved, that’s talking about Christ. We’re 

seeing that on the divine side of salvation, the Father chose, predestined, 

and graced us. But we learned last week that we were born dead in sin, 

separated from God, so how can God do all this for a dead sinner? God 

does all this for a dead sinner on the basis of His Son Jesus Christ. Now, 

we’re not going to be introduced to the work of the Son or the Holy Spirit, 

but please don’t see these as separate works from the work of the Father. 



The Father is working out our salvation through the Son and He's 

practically applying this salvation to us through the Holy Spirit. So salvation 

is a work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Notice this next verse. “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace…” I 

want to share four things with you that we now have because of the divine 

side of salvation. I want to use the terminology of Scripture.  

a. We Have Redemption  

I wanted to turn this and say God has redeemed us, but that’s not how 

Scripture presents it. Scripture presents it as God at work now in Christ, 

and in Christ, guess what we receive. Through the shed blood of Jesus, 

through Jesus laying His life down on a cross, we receive redemption. The 

word, redemption, literally meant to go into a market and buy something. 

It was also used of the slave trade where someone would purchase 

someone at the slave market, not to take them home and make a slave out 

of them, but to set them free. Can you imagine being a slave, you’ve been 

purchased, you think you’ve gotten a new owner to take you to a new farm 

and a new responsibility, and as you get outside the city that master cuts 

your shackles off and tells you that you are free? That means you’ve been 

redeemed. The very purpose of going into the market was to pay the price 

to set the person free, and that’s what God did for you in Christ. The divine 

side of this story is God went into the slave market of sin through His Son 

Jesus Christ, and He lived the life we couldn’t live so He could go to a cross 

and die the death we should have died so that ultimately He would set us 

free from sin! The shackle of sin would fall from us so that we would no 

longer serve sin, but in gratitude, we would be a trophy of grace and serve 

Him to the praise of His glorious grace! He goes on to describe this as the 

forgiveness of our sins. But he doesn’t use the word, sins, which means to 

miss the mark where we strive and fall short. He uses the word that means 

to willfully go astray, to step over the line, to willfully take the wrong road. 

Christ, in redeeming us, sets us free from a lifestyle where we continually 

rebel and continually go astray.  



What is the basis of this? Again, it doesn’t lie within us; it lies within God, 

“according to the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us.” Do you 

hear this language? The divine side of salvation is He chose us, He 

predestined us, He graced us; He's redeemed us. We have redemption as a 

present possession.  

b. Knowledge of His Will 

Verses 9-19 say, “…making known to us the mystery of His will, according 

to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of 

time, to unite all things in Him, things in Heaven, and things on Earth.” In 

other words, this second blessing that comes to us because of the divine 

side of salvation is that we now have the knowledge of His will. As 

Christians, we understand something the rest of the world doesn’t 

understand. God is reconciling all things to Himself, but the basis of His 

reconciliation is not government; it is Christ, and the church taking the 

message of Christ to the world. That’s why at Hardin, we have a heart for 

the world. Why do we have a heart for the world? It’s because that’s the 

plan of God. This divine side of salvation, where we know we've been 

chosen, we know we've been predestined, we know we've been graced, 

compels us to go and tell! We understand the knowledge of God’s will; it’s 

not a mystery to us anymore. We see Him working all things in Christ.  

c. We Have an Inheritance  

Because of the work of God the Father and God the Son, we also have an 

inheritance. Verses 11-12 say, “In Him we have obtained an inheritance, 

having been predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all 

things according to the counsel of His will, so that we who were the first to 

hope in Christ might be to the praise of His glory.” So, we have 

redemption, we have knowledge of His will, and now we have an 

inheritance. We have an inheritance. Right now, we are part of God’s 

family, a part of God’s Kingdom. We are in the spiritual aspect of God’s 

Kingdom where God reigns over us, He reigns in our hearts, and He reigns 

in our lives. We have an inheritance, and this inheritance causes us to 

praise Him for His glorious grace because we understand this blessing 

comes to us because of His grace.  



d. Sealed Us with the Holy Spirit  

Let’s go to this last section where Paul brings in not just the work of the 

Father or the Son, but he brings in the work of God the Holy Spirit. ‘Him’ 

refers to the Beloved, which is Christ. We are the chosen, and Christ is the 

Beloved. God has graced us because of what He has done for us in Christ. 

All of this is on the basis of grace. Now you understand the message last 

week when the Bible says in Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace you have been 

saved through faith.” You know understand a little more clearly the divine 

side of salvation. In this passage, we've got another spiritual blessing. 

We've got to read this phrase in verse 13, “In Him you also…” I want to 

leave out the phrase ‘when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in Him,’ but we will come back to it because it is 

the human side of salvation. So, let’s skip for now and we can do this 

grammatically. “In Him you also… were sealed with the promised Holy 

Spirit.” So, this is another aspect of the divine side of salvation; He graced 

us by sealing us with the promised Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that was 

promised in the Old Testament that actually came on the Day of Pentecost 

and fell on the church. We who are believers in Christ actually have the 

presence of the third person of the Holy Spirit of God inside us. The Holy 

Spirit of God serves as our seal. We’re not sealed by the Holy Spirit; we’re 

sealed with the Holy Spirit. This is awesome! We’re not dead in sin 

anymore; we’re alive in Christ and we’re sealed with the Holy Spirit. All of 

this is because of the divine side of salvation. Seal was used in the biblical 

world to denote ownership, destination, and to guarantee authenticity. 

Why does God put His Spirit within us as believers who are adopted into 

the family to be mature sons? It is because it is the presence of Him within 

us that authenticates who we really are. That’s why in Romans 8, Paul says 

you are sons of God if you are led by His Spirit. If you're not led by His 

Spirit but by your unredeemed flesh, you're not a Son of God. If you're led 

by the Spirit of God, if you have the presence of the Holy Spirit of God, if 

you have the seal of God’s Holy Spirit inside you, that is evidence that you 

have participated in the divine side of salvation and you understand what 

God has done for you in Christ. It’s His way of letting the world know you 

belong to Him.  



Potters would make a vase, put their stamp on it, and set it out in the 

market. If a person wanted to know who made the pot, they would turn 

the pot upside down and there would be the mark, the seal, of the potter. 

God has put the presence of His Holy Spirit within you so the world can 

know you belong to Him.  

Notice this. It also guarantees destination. God is not going to let one of 

His children wind up in the wrong place. We are going to end up in the 

right place, in the presence of God forever and ever because He has given 

us the seal. We’re sealed with the Holy Spirit. Now, he identifies the Holy 

Spirit as the third person of the triune God, who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until we acquire full possession of it. This word, guarantee is 

literally the concept we have of a down payment. If you get ready buy 

something, sometimes someone wants a down payment to make sure 

you're going to follow through on the transaction. If you buy a house, you 

may agree on a down payment, and once you pay it, that down payment 

belongs to them, and it is actually part of the purchase price. You know 

how this works. You don’t write somebody a check for them to hold until 

you pay for the house; you give them part of the purchase possession. 

Let’s suppose the house costs $200,000.00 and you give them a 

$10,000.00 deposit. They now have your $10,000.00 and you owe them 

another $190,000.00. The down payment is part of the purchase price. 

That’s the way it works. If you back out on the transaction, you don’t get 

your money back because it’s part of the purchase possession; it’s what 

guarantees you're going to follow through with the money. Please tell me 

the Spirit is bearing witness with your spirit at this moment. When God 

saved you and promised you an inheritance, He's guaranteeing, given a 

lifetime guarantee, a fore-warranty, not limited, to you, fully guarantee by 

the Bank of Heaven. He's already given you part of the purchase 

possession, and part of the purchase possession is the presence of God’s 

Holy Spirit. You already have a foretaste of your inheritance in the person 

of the Holy Spirit. God being God, who is holy, holy, holy cannot ever take 

the Holy Spirit from you. The very reason you had the Holy Spirit is 

because the Holy Spirit has come into your life as the seal to guarantee 

you will receive full possession of your inheritance. One day, you will be 

fully like Christ. One day, we will receive a glorified body and we’ll live with 



God forever and ever in an eternal Kingdom, and it’s guaranteed by the 

divine side of salvation. Read Romans 8:28-30 and you'll see that there are 

five actions of God that guarantee your eternal security.  

• He foreknew you 

• He predestined you 

• He called you 

• He justified you 

• He glorified you 

 

Human Side of Salvation 

Let’s go back to verse 13 to that phrase we held out. I know we spent 

most of the time on the divine side of salvation, and that’s because in this 

passage the divine side of salvation is the majority of the passage. There is 

a human side, and to say it simply…you’ve got to believe what you hear. 

The human side is that we hear the gospel. Notice in this passage, Paul 

says, “…when you heard the word of truth…” and then he tells us what the 

word of truth is, “the gospel of your salvation.” Your salvation…I love that! 

Hear me say this to you. Please see what Scripture says. When God 

designed salvation, He didn’t just design a plan. He didn’t design salvation 

to be in a plan; He designed salvation to be in a person, and the person of 

Jesus Christ was put on a cross because God wanted to save you. So when 

you hear the good news of Jesus, it’s the gospel of your salvation. What is 

man’s side, the human side of salvation? We've got to believe what we 

hear. The moment you commit to, trust in, put your faith in Jesus Christ, 

you're sealed with the Holy Spirit.  

I want to close with Romans chapter 10. It’s a passage we all use in the 

church. Basically, Paul tells us to be saved we have to confess Jesus is 

Lord, believe in our heart that God raised Him from the dead, and verse 13 

says, “For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” The 

next verses say, “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have never 

heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how 

are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 



the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all obeyed 

the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what He has heard 

from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ.” This is such glorious news! This is saying anyone, everyone, who 

calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. Then Paul starts saying people 

can't call on Him unless they believe, because you wouldn’t call on a God 

that you didn’t believe would save you. You can't believe unless you’ve 

heard. You can't hear unless someone preaches to you. Someone can't 

preach to you unless they are sent.  

Are you guys ready for the human side of salvation in a nutshell? There is 

a church side in the human side of salvation. Just as on the divine side, 

there are the works of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 

Spirit. On the human side, there is the work of God’s church, and here is 

what we do. We go and tell. We go and tell the gospel. We share the 

gospel with people knowing that we have a God who has ordained the 

salvation of the nations. We tell them the good news of Jesus Christ; what 

God did for them on a cross in Christ.  

Once we've done that, there is the sinner’s side to the human side of 

salvation. They have to be willing to hear what we’re saying, and they’ve 

got to believe. I know what some of you are saying. How can a person 

who is dead hear and believe if they're spiritually separated from God. To 

quote the Bible, “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God.” Some translations say ‘the word of Christ.’  

I believe in a divine side of salvation and I believe in a human side of 

salvation. I want to be a part of a church that does what they're supposed 

to do. We’re supposed to go and tell. I don’t start at the other side of the 

world; I start in my family, my neighborhood, my community, and in this 

area. I don’t let anything stop me until we get to the ends of the earth. 

When I get that opportunity to present the gospel, it’s the responsibility of 

that sinner to hear and believe, and it’s the responsibility of God's Word to 

do what only God's Word can do. I don't know about you, but I'm going to 

trust God's Word. I am not going to let the divine side of salvation negate, 

minimize, or trivialize the human side, and I'm not going to let the human 

side negate, minimize, or trivialize the divine side. I'm going to believe both 



are equally true, and I want to go and tell. I'm going to pray to God that 

sinners hear and believe, and when they do, I'm going to praise God for 

the divine side of salvation because without Him doing what He did, no one 

would believe in His Son Jesus Christ.  

Let’s contemplate what we've heard. There is one salvation, but two sides, 

a divine side, and a human side. If you don’t know Christ, I can promise 

you that on the basis of God's Word, if you'll confess Jesus with your 

mouth as your Lord and Savior, believe in your heart that God raised Him, 

and mean that you believe that God put Christ on a cross in your place, He 

will save you. He is saving you to be a trophy of the glory of His grace. If 

you're a believer, can I remind you of your one, or maybe two or three? 

You believe in the divine side, do you also believe in the human side? 

Before that sinner, or sinners, you are praying for can hear and believe, 

you’ve got to be willing to go and tell of the good news of Christ.                                                                                    

 


