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We’re going to do something a little different this morning. We’re going to 

take a hike this morning, so I hope everybody is ready. Spiritually, in our 

minds, hearts, and through the leadership of God’s Holy Spirit, we’re going 

to climb what I believe is the Mount Everest of the Bible. All of you realize 

that Mount Everest is the largest mountain peak in the world. It is 29,029 

feet. Probably the first recorded climb to the summit was 1953. Many of 

you remember the names of the first two guys who climbed that mountain. 

By 1987, an additional two hundred people had climbed Mount Everest. By 

the time 2012 rolled around, an additional fifty-four hundred people had 

made the climb up to the top. If you're a hiker, you're going to remember 

these names: Apa Sherpa and Phurba Tashi Sherpa. They have actually 

climbed to the summit of Mount Everest more than anyone else in the 

world. Each has personally climbed to the summit twenty-one times. That 

is mind blowing. I have hiked some of the mountains in Gatlinburg in the 

Smoky Mountains, and some of the hills in Land Between the Lakes, but 



can you imagine climbing Mount Everest? For many of us, that would be a 

onetime experience. We would climb it and say we had done it, and never 

do it again. For many, once you have stood on the highest elevation in the 

world and got that view, it would just cause you to want to do it again and 

again. When I realized that another Sherpa had actually climbed the 

mountain thirteen times, I looked it up and thought this must be some kind 

of a hiking family. I discovered that these Sherpas are not even kin. The 

term, Sherpa, actually refers to a group of people who are Tibetan and 

they live on the highest elevation of the southern slopes of the Himalayan 

Mountains on the eastern side of Nepal. The very word, Sherpa, actually 

means an easterner. What these people do to make their living now is help 

support other people who want to make the climb up to the summit of 

Everest, or they help people trek around the mountain range of the 

Himalayans. These men are Sherpas, helpers; they come along and help 

other people.  

This morning, we’re going to climb the spiritual Mount Everest of the Bible, 

Isaiah chapter 6. I'm going to get to be your Sherpa. I'm going to assist 

you and I'm really excited. I'm going to be conscious of our time this 

morning, so we’re going to try to run the mountain instead climb it. We 

want to take in as much view as we can. My first hike through Isaiah 6 

happened in the early 1980’s. I was sitting in class at Mid-Continent Baptist 

Bible College. I was taking an intensive study of the Old Testament book of 

Isaiah, and my professor was Dr. John Meadows. When we got to Isaiah 6, 

he came in, and instead of stepping behind the lectern, he actually sat 

down at the tables with all of us. He had a tape player, inserted a cassette 

tape, hit the button, and I was introduced to the teaching of a man by the 

name of RC Sproul. He was my first Sherpa. He was the man who led me, 

helped me climb this mountain range of Isaiah 6. Some of the things he 

pointed out to me that day by tape, I will never ever forget. I got to 

personally meet RC since then. I'm privileged to now carry on his steps and 

lead you. I can't tell you how many times I've made this trip because I do 

it personally a lot during the year because I just love to hike Isaiah chapter 

6, and we've hiked this together many times as a church. We’re going to 

do this a little differently this morning because I want you to have a fresh 

vision of the holiness of God for the year 2020.  



Grab your Bible, pen, paper, and your running gear ready, and before we 

get to the climb, I want to remind you that one of the first songs in the 

Bible recorded in Exodus 15 happened after God led the children of Israel 

out of Egypt. In that story, they were coming out of Egypt and Pharaoh 

had changed his mind and didn’t want to let God’s people go, so he and his 

army are pursuing them. They get to the bank of the Red Sea at flood 

stage. The children of Israel begin to gripe, God tells Moses to take his 

staff, raise it up over the sea, and I will part the sea and make a dry way 

out of the waterway. Moses did what God said, an east wind began to 

blow, and the Red Sea parted. The children of Israel go into the Red Sea 

and don’t even get the soles of their sandals muddy. They get to the other 

side, a million plus people (possibly 2-2.5 million) get safely to the other 

side. Once Pharaoh’s army saw that invisible dam on both sides, they go 

into the riverbed. God told Moses when the last one of the Israelites get to 

the other side, take you hand and stretch it back over the sea, the invisible 

dam broke, all of the water rushed back into its place, and drowned 

Pharaoh’s army. All of those who had pursued the children of Israel 

drowned in the Red Sea. Get this picture. You're the children of Israel, and 

you just saw a sea part. You're looking down and there isn’t even any mud 

on your sandals. You're looking around and seeing the fish behind the 

invisible dam, and they're waving their fins at you, praising God that you're 

being delivered out of Egyptian bondage. When you get to the other side, 

you turn around the waters drown Pharaoh’s army. Do you know what the 

children of Israel did? They broke out in song. They decided to worship 

God. In this song, they say, “Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods? 

Who is like You majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing 

wonders?” this word, majestic, comes from a word that the root means to 

be major, to be big. It’s the picture of God being big, awesome, grand, and 

spectacular in holiness. In this glorious deed of God, parting the waters of 

the Red Sea, the children of Israel come to understand their God is holy, 

and there is no God among all the gods like their God. As a matter of fact, 

the Bible says Marion, the prophetess, grabbed the tambourine, the 

women began to dance all around, and began to praise God with this new 

song. Wow! In Exodus 15 in that song, they’re singing about an act of 

God’s holiness. Because of that act of holiness along with other acts of God 



in the Old Testament, we begin to get a picture of God and how there is no 

God like God. There is no one in all the earth, in the universe, in the 

heavens like God.  

Now, if you're ready, we’re going to hike to the summit of biblical prophecy 

and see the holiness of God.  

Scripture 

“In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a 

throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the 

temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with 

two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and 

with two he flew. And one called to another and said: 

 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!”’ 

(Notice the second Lord is LORD.) 

 

In the year Uzziah died, 739, 740 BC, Isaiah the statesman, the prophet, 

goes into the temple to mourn the death of the king of Israel and pray for 

Israel. When he goes in, God reveals to him that the God of Israel is not 

dead. Where is the God of Israel? Who is the God of Israel? He's the 

sovereign Lord of the universe. That is what ‘Lord’ means. He saw the 

sovereign Lord of the universe sitting on a throne. He was not nervous, not 

pacing, even though the death of Uzziah has taken place; He's still 

sovereignly ruling over Israel. He's high and He's lifted up. This speaks of 

His exaltation as the sovereign Lord of the universe. Isaiah sees the Lord, 

high and lifted up, seated on a throne. Then he begins to describe what he 

sees. He tells us the train of God’s robe fills the temple.  

From ancient days when kings would have the weddings of their daughter, 

kings, monarchs, even commoners would try to display their wealth. The 

way they displayed their wealth at a wedding was not just through the 

wedding feast, it was through their daughter’s dress, especially the train, 



that part of the dress that flows behind them, that falls on the ground 

following the bride in.  

With that thought of a train displaying the wealth, Isaiah sees God sitting 

on His throne high lifted up, and when he looks around, the train of God’s 

robe fills the temple! What is Isaiah trying to capture? What is God 

revealing to Isaiah? He's trying to reveal to Isaiah that the glory of God 

knows no limits.  

We kind of still do that today. I’ll never forget; Celisa and I got married on 

July 18th 1980. What a day for me! About a year later on July 29th, 1981, 

one of the most spectacular weddings in our lifetime happened. Prince 

Charles of England was marrying Lady Di. Because of the time difference, it 

started really early here in the morning. Because she loves royalty, Celisa 

got up super early. I missed all of the pre-wedding stuff, but when I got up 

at my regular time, it was still on. When Lady Di came into that 

cathedral…wow…she didn’t have a train like most people had. She had a 

train that was twenty-five feet long. It was made of ivory silk, antique lace, 

and ten thousand pearls and sequins. When you saw her in that dress, you 

understood the wealth of the United Kingdom. Every time I stand before a 

couple for a wedding and I see the bride come in and I see her dress for 

the first time, I look at her and then what is following her. She's on the 

arm of her dad, and many times there will be a train following her, and I'm 

looking at it and thinking I will discover the wealth of this dad, how much 

money is in his bank account or credit on his credit card because here is 

this train, and that train, even today, in a symbolic way reveals something 

about the bride and her family. Now, I've never done a wedding where the 

train was twenty-five feet long; it is usually only eighteen inches to two 

feet!  

Now get this picture. The train of God’s robe doesn’t just flow behind Him; 

it fills the temple! The glory of God that we’re seeing on the mount of 

Everest, spiritually, knows no limits. The next verse not only describes God 

and the train of His robe, but it tells us that above the throne there are 

seraphim. The word, seraphim, means burning ones. It’s a special angelic 

being that’s been created to minister in the presence of God; therefore, 

they have six wings. It’s neat how God gives things what they need to 



carry out their purpose. These seraphim are ministering in the presence of 

God, and we’re going to discover that God is holy. We understand they 

have six wings. With two wings, they cover their face, with two wings, they 

cover their feet, and with two wings, they fly. They're in the presence of 

God. Now remember what that first song in Exodus says, “Who is like You 

O LORD?” Who is like You, Yahweh? Who is like You, majestic, grand in 

holiness, glorious in Your deeds? Who is like You? Now, Isaiah sees these 

seraphim who minister in the presence of this majestic God of holiness, 

and because God is so holy, they have to cover their feet. This is no doubt 

a reference back to when God first revealed Himself to Moses. He spoke to 

Moses from a bush, and when the bush said, “Moses, Moses.” When Moses 

finally responded in sheer shock at a bush talking to him, God tells him to 

take off his shoes because they place he's standing on is holy ground. The 

ground, around where God is, is so holy that even special created beings 

who do not have sin cannot stand in His presence without humbly 

acknowledging who He is, so they cover their feet. They also cover their 

faces. In Exodus chapter 3 when the bush tells Moses to take off his shoes, 

the Bible says Moses turned his face because he was afraid to look at God. 

Later, Moses gets bold enough and wants to see God in His glory, and God 

tells him I can't let you see Me because if you see Me face to face you will 

die, so God hides Moses in the cleft of a rock and let’s His afterglow pass 

by. No doubt, these seraphim cover their face because they're ministering 

in the presence of God who is holy, holy, holy. We will find out later on in 

the rest of Isaiah 6, they will use the other two wings to carry out the 

purpose for which God has ordained for them.  

See, God didn’t just let Isaiah see Him and these seraphim; God let’s Isaiah 

hear what they're singing and saying. What a privilege it was to listen to 

Matt leading us in worship this morning. Did you notice how he bathed this 

song service in prayer? God led him to choose songs that went right along 

with us talking about the holiness of our God. Now all of a sudden, a choir 

of seraphim, burning ones, begins to sing holy, holy, holy is the LORD. It is 

LORD, the famous Hebrew Tetragrammaton, YHWH, the four Hebrew 

consonants that talk about the personal name of God, Yahweh, the ever 

present one. Holy, holy, holy is Yahweh of hosts; the whole earth is full of 

His glory. Now you understand why the seraphim, above the throne 



covering their face and their feet. God isn’t just holy. He is holy, holy. No, 

He's not holy, holy. He's holy, holy, holy. Did you catch this? Holy, holy, 

holy; it’s the only time in Scripture something about God is elevated to the 

third superlative. Never is the attribute of love elevated to the third 

superlative. Never does the Bible say God is love, love, love, even though 

John says God is love. Even though God is light, the Bible doesn’t say God 

is light, light, light. Yes, God is merciful, but never is it God is mercy, 

mercy, mercy. God is grace, grace, grace. God is righteous, righteous, 

righteous. God is just, just, just never. Only God’s holiness is elevated to 

the third superlative. I want you to grasp that what Isaiah and the Bible 

are trying to teach us is that holiness is not an attribute of who God is; it’s 

the essence of who He is. When we talk about God being God and the very 

essence of His nature, of His being, this word, holy, is used to describe 

God.  

Why? Let’s take about the word, holy, that is used in the Hebrew and the 

word translated in the New Testament. We see in the book of Revelation 

when church history starts and we see that picture in Revelation of God 

sitting on the throne before Jesus. He takes the scroll from His hand, God 

is being worshipped as creator God, and we have four living creatures say 

the same thing the seraphim say; God is holy, holy, holy, who was, is, and 

is to come. What is at the root of the word holy? It is the meaning ‘to cut.’ 

Now, the idea behind ‘to cut’ is to cut to make a separation, separate the 

thing that is cut from the other thing it was cut from. We’re cutting 

something to separate. In this sense, this word, holy, literally means we 

cut this thing and separate it, make it different, literally in a class all by 

itself. It’s the way we would talk about someone who does something and 

we would say, “That was on another level.” We say someone is, “Out of 

this world.” When this word is applied to God, it is saying that God is a cut 

above. He is in a class all by Himself. That’s why He is holy, holy, holy. This 

word is trying to describe, what Isaiah is seeing, is that God is above and 

beyond us. God is what we call transcendent. He's holy, holy, holy. As a 

matter of fact, if we turned to Isaiah 57, we will see between here and 

there that 29-30 times God is going to be referred to the holy One of 

Israel. In Isaiah 57:15, it says, “For thus says the One who is high and 

lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy.” In the Old 



Testament, a name stood for the essence and character of an individual. 

So when God revealed His personal name to Moses, ‘I Am who I Am,’ it 

literally means the ever present One, the One who was, is, and is to come. 

Here, the Bible takes this word, holy, and doesn’t just use it to describe 

God’s essence, but to describe God’s name. In describing God’s name, it is 

describing God’s essence.  

What I want you to see as we stand on the summit of this mountain of 

Isaiah chapter 6 is we’re not seeing holiness just as an attribute of God 

that’s elevated to the third superlative we are seeing the very essence of 

God. So that we understand the essence of God, that essence is elevated 

like no other attributes have ever been elevated. God says My name is 

holy. In other words, when we approach God, we understand He's a cut 

above. He's in a class all by Himself. There is God, and then there is 

everything else. Even in Heaven, there is God and then there is everything 

else. There is God who is eternal, who has always been, and everything 

else in the universe is created, and owes its existence to God.  

God says, “I dwell in the high and holy place…” He's above and beyond. 

He's transcendent. The next phrase says, “…and also with him who is of a 

contrite and lowly spirit…” What is His purpose in dwelling with man who is 

contrite and lowly in spirit? It is to revive the spirit of the lowly and to 

revive the heart of the contrived. This is telling us that God, who is holy, 

holy, holy, is above and beyond, He's transcendent, but He is also 

imminent, close, at the same time. Wow! I need to stop and take off my 

boots. We’re standing on holy ground here! God, who is above and 

beyond, transcendent, who is outside of time, is inside of time with us at 

the same time. Did you catch that? God, who is outside of time, is also 

inside of time with us at the same time.  

One of the joys of being me and my wife being who she is, Memish, is 

we've been blessed with four grandkids. They love to come to Memish and 

Papaw’s. We appreciate Katie and Kory. We've got the best son and the 

best daughter in the world in letting them come a lot. When they come, 

they're always wanting to do things inside with Memish, but there comes a 

time when they want to go outside. Sometimes they want to stay inside 



too much and Memish tries to get them to go outside. Sometimes they 

want to go outside and don’t want to come in so we have to bring them in.  

God doesn’t have this problem of outside and inside. He is out and in at 

the same time. Holy, holy, holy. When God is in time with us, He is still 

holy, holy, holy. He's a cut above. He's in a class all by Himself. As a 

matter of fact, Many times God, who is in time steps into our lives and tries 

to direct our path. He tries to get us to think right because He understands 

when we begin to think wrong it will lead to wrong behavior. Many of you 

are facing the consequence of an action of behavior that started when you 

started to think wrong about something. Some of you are beginning to 

think wrong but haven’t suffered the consequence yet. Please repent and 

change your thinking! Listen to what God says in Isaiah 55:8-9. He's 

pleading with Israel. In this prophecy through Isaiah, God is wanting them 

to change their behavior because destruction is on its way. He says, “For 

my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 

declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Please 

hear that and accept it humbly. As you're listening this morning, please 

hear me tell you this. God, who is holy, holy, holy, His ways, and His 

thoughts are higher than yours. How much higher? Just measure how 

much higher the heavens are than the earth. Talk about humbling! If I look 

up into the sky and it’s nighttime, I see the closest heavenly object to us. 

That is ‘Mr. Moon’ as we call it at our house. When the moon comes out at 

night, it reminds me that God’s ways are so much higher than mine that 

they are as much higher as the moon is above the earth. That is two 

hundred and thirty-nine thousand miles. In the daytime when ‘Mr. Sun’ 

comes up, if I use it as a reference point to understand how holy God is 

and how much higher His ways are than mine, it is ninety-three million 

miles away.  

I want to say something to each one of you personally. God is holier than 

thou. We have always used that phrase in a negative because someone is 

actions or words make us feel like they are holier than we are. To push 

them away from us, we will say, “Do you think you're holier than thou?” 

Let me just say that God wants you and I to know that He is holier than 



thou. He wants you to listen to His ways. He wants you to learn from Him. 

He wants you to know He is holy, holy, holy, and you can trust Him. This 

isn’t just talking about the Father; it’s talking about the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. The Spirit within you is holier than you. He knows more than you 

know about the life that we’re trying to live, so please listen to Him.  

Isaiah 6 says, ““Holy, holy, holy is the Lord (Yahweh) of hosts (armies); 

the whole earth is full of His glory.”’ For a long time, this bothered me. I 

would read this, and the context is talking about the holiness of God, so I 

always wondered why the seraphim don’t sing this: Holy, holy, holy is the 

LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His holiness. It doesn’t say that. It 

switches from holiness to glory. This song is put in poetic expression, and 

in Hebrew poetry, there is a thing called parallelism. The first line in this 

verse is ‘holy, holy, holy is the LORD of host.’ The second line is ‘the whole 

earth is full of His glory.’ In parallelism, the second line is emphasizing the 

first line, so the second line is emphasizing God’s holiness. The whole earth 

is full of God’s holiness, yet the word, holiness, is not used here; the word, 

glory, is used. God in His essence is holy, holy, holy. Intrinsically, He is 

holy, holy, holy; therefore, every revelation of Him in the known world will 

display His glory. I like how John Piper says it. He's just got a way of 

saying things. He said, “The glory of God is the manifest beauty of His 

holiness. It is the going public of His holiness.” John sounds like somebody 

from Hardin or Dexter with that last phrase! What is God’s glory? It is the 

going public of His holiness. When we see the glory of God, what we’re 

seeing is the essence of God, the nature of God, God as holy, holy, holy.  

In the minutes that I have left, I want to make sure we understand this. 

My whole purpose for us hiking up to the summit of Isaiah chapter 6 is I 

want you to see that God’s holiness, which is the essence of who He is, not 

just an attribute of Him, not just an aspect of who He is. God’s holiness, 

His essence, governs His attributes. Whoa! This wasn’t taught to me this 

way in Bible College. I don’t believe it was taught to me this way in 

seminary. I don’t want to go out on a limb here and be the only one; I 

don’t think I am, but as I study scripture, here is what I've come to 

formulate over the last several years. The holiness of God is not just 

another attribute like love, righteousness, justice, grace, mercy, 



forgiveness, wrath, patience, and on and on. God’s holiness is His essence, 

and it governs all His other attributes. This is so important. There are many 

people today in our world who want to worship God as the God of love. 

They believe the God of the Old Testament was different. Like, the God of 

the Old Testament was holy, holy, holy, but God in the New Testament, 

Jesus, is love, love, love. No, it is the same God. As a matter of fact, if you 

turn to John 12, you see that during the ministry of Jesus, John notices 

that the actions of Jesus and people’s reaction to Him fulfills what Isaiah 

talks about in this passage at the end of the chapter. He talked about how 

Isaiah saw His glory, the glory of Christ. This picture applies to the 

Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They are holy, holy, holy. I want 

you to understand that God is love. Love is one of His attributes. It is a 

holy love. God is love, but His love is not sinful; His love is holy. Don’t you 

dare believe your love for somebody can cause you to do something sinful. 

God’s love is holy love. His holiness governs His love.  

His justice, therefore, is holy justice. I read a lot in the paper. Sometimes 

there are people who feel like our present judicial system is not just. A 

sentence will be passed down and somebody will feel like it’s too harsh, or 

not harsh enough, depending on which side you're on. Here is what you 

can trust about God. God is just. God’s justice is holy. God always judges in 

the right way. God’s consequence always fits the sin.  

His wrath is holy. I call it holy hatred. God’s wrath is His holy hatred 

toward sin. It’s His holy hatred toward evil. So, when God displays His 

wrath, God doesn’t fly off the handle, so to speak. No, when God pours out 

His wrath, when Romans 1 teaches that right now God is letting His wrath 

be revealed and poured out on the sinful actions of humanity so that they 

just become more sinful, God is holy in that wrath. When God judges 

unbelievers, when God judges sinners on the Day of Judgment and casts 

them into the eternal lake of fire, that wrath is holy wrath. It’s right. 

God’s righteousness is holy righteousness. God’s actions are always right. 

Why are God’s actions always right? It is because God is above and 

beyond, He's outside, yet inside at the same time, therefore, His essence, 

His nature, His holiness, majestic holy God, holy, holy, holy, when He does 

something, He always does it right.  



Please follow me. Sometimes when you're on a mountaintop, you can see 

things if you look around. If you look over yonder, there's another 

mountain that’s coming up. It’s going to be about seven hundred years 

later before we actually get to this mountain chronologically from this 

vision Isaiah sees, but we will discover in the New Testament that God 

displayed His holiness in Christ on the cross. His Son died so we can live! 

Say amen to that! Say praise God! Say hallelujah! We are seeing the 

holiness of God in action. We saw it in the Old Testament when God 

delivered His people from Egyptian bondage, parted a way through the Red 

Sea, drowned the army of Pharaoh, and they broke out in song and 

applause. I hope you're applauding and saying amen right now! We’re 

going to see God’s holiness action again to rescue His people, except He's 

going to rescue His people, not from physical bondage, but from sin, the 

ultimate slavery. When you look at Christ on the cross, what you are 

seeing is the holiness of God governing all of His attributes! God is not a 

complex being. God’s not part this, part that, part this…God is a simple 

being. He's a unity. There's no division in God, and it’s because of His 

holiness. What we see is holy love. God so loved the world that before He 

gave, He sent the Son of God, so loved that He stepped out of eternity into 

a body like ours. He lived the life we couldn’t so that He could go to that 

cross and die a death we should have died. We see the love of God fully at 

the cross, but we also see God’s righteousness. Christ completely fulfills the 

demands of the Law. Finally, someone did it! Someone kept God’s Law. Up 

until this point, God’s Law declared all men guilty.  

The Bible is going to teach that no matter which revelation you get, special 

revelation or revelation in nature, all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God. But God sent His Son and He lived righteously. When we see Christ 

on that cross, we see the wrath of God having to be satisfied. Why did 

Jesus have to die? Why couldn’t He just prick His finger? We sing ‘there is 

power in the blood.’ There is power in the blood, but it means there had to 

be a life laid down because God hates sin! God’s justice is holy. God has 

declared, justly, that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God 

and the wages of sin is death; therefore, all deserve to die. All must die. All 

who sin must face eternal separation from God. Now, we see the grace of 

God! We see the wisdom of God governed by His holiness! God can now 



take the righteous Son of God, the holy One of God, as Mark declares Him, 

as the demons declare Him. When Jesus asks Peter if they will all turn 

away, he says, where would we go? You are the holy One of God! The holy 

One of God, because of the sinless life He lived, can go to a cross where 

God can make a divine substitution, and the sin, that had been imputed to 

us because of Adam in the garden as a representative of us, can be 

transferred to Jesus because He's the holy One of God, the righteous One 

of God. He's lived the life we couldn’t live, and now, because of God’s 

grace, wisdom, love, justice, and mercy, Jesus dies. He pays our sin debt. 

He doesn’t turn a waterway into a highway, but He takes our sin, He 

transforms that gulf that separated us from God, He dies in our place, and 

God judges Him, a sin offering. He pays the penalty. The penalty is paid.  

Hear me! Your penalty is paid, and He breaks sin’s hold on us. When He 

dies in our place, we go free! We can live. We live a life free from the 

penalty of sin, and we live a life free from the power of sin. Sin can't make 

a slave out of us anymore! In a few months, we will talk about this new 

nature and our identity in Christ, but hear me this morning. Because of 

God being holy, holy, holy, He doesn’t save us and leave us as we were, a 

sinner who is just rescued and saved. No, when He rescues us by 

ultimately displaying His holiness at the cross that governs all of His 

attributes and He revealed who He is to us, He changed our life! We really 

live, not just free from the penalty; we live free from the power of sin. Sin 

can't make us be a slave anymore! We are saints of God. Therefore, Peter 

can write a letter to a group of people who are struggling and suffering. 

They are under some persecution. Life is getting hard being a Christian, 

but he can say this, “He who called you as holy, you also be holy in all of 

your conduct.” Not part of your conduct, but in all of your conduct, be holy, 

Peter says. This word, holy, that describes the essence of God, Peter is 

now telling us to be holy. What does that mean? In all my conduct, I have 

to be set apart. I've got to be in a different class. I can't act like a 

commoner acts. I can't act like someone who commits unholy acts. I can't 

act like an unbeliever acts. I've got to act like Christ, and I have the ability 

to do this. “Since it is written.” What is the motivation to be holy? Peter 

takes us back to the Old Testament, most likely to the book of Leviticus. In 

chapter 11:45-46, God will tell the nation of Israel to be holy, for I am 



holy. He doesn’t say be holy as I am holy. We can't be holy in essence like 

God is. We’re not above and beyond like Him. He wants us to take the 

example of who He is, His essence, His nature, which governs all of His 

attributes, and He wants us to be holy in our becoming like Christ. He 

wants this thought to govern our actions. He wants this thought to govern 

who we are. We’re different. We’re in a different class. We’re on another 

level. When it comes to God, He is a cut above us. When it comes to the 

world, we, as Christians, should be a cut above the world around us. The 

only way the world is going to know, the only way you're going to know 

holiness and essence is by holiness in action. 

I want to ask you, I want to plead with you; I want to beg you to be holy 

in all your conduct. Why? Because there is Someone holier than thou, and 

as long as the world sees us doing what we’re doing like the world does, 

they’ll never know there is One who is holier than thou. If they could see 

us being holier than the world, then we could point them to the One who is 

holier than thou, and that is God. Let’s not let Satan snatch this away. Did 

you see God this morning? Holy, holy, holy. Isaiah saw God and cried out 

oy vey iz mir, woe is me; I'm falling apart! When he saw God, his sin 

passed before him and he realized God was holy but he was sinful. One of 

the seraphim flew to the altar with two of its wings, took a hot coal, 

brought it, and placed it on Isaiah’s mouth, and he screamed! It’s a picture 

of repentance and cleansing because God cleansed him of his sin. Please, if 

you’ve seen God this morning, will you repent and be cleansed by the 

precious blood of Jesus? Maybe you need to be cleansed from the nature 

of sin and you need to become a believer. Maybe you're a believer and you 

need to be cleansed from an act of sin that is continually raising its head in 

your life. Let God cleans you right now.  


