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Do any of you have an image in your head or your heart about someone 

you know? I'm talking about when you hear that person’s name, or you 

see that person, you immediately have an image of them. Have you ever 

had that image blown? You’ve got that picture of that big, tough, macho 

man, and he never shows emotion. Then, you're at the movie theater, and 

in that one part, you see him choking back tears and you realize his image 

is blown. Perhaps it is that sweet little girl who everything that comes out 

of her mouth is always sweet and nice, and then whoa, you see that other 

side of her and her image in blown. Perhaps she is the girl in school, that 

person who always made straight A’s, was always prepared for tests, 

always make perfect scores, then all of a sudden, she has that one test, 

and her image is blown. This morning, we’re going to open God's Word 

and continue our sermon serves 20/20 Vision in 2020. We’re going to look 

at man. I want us to have a clear vision of man as we navigate the year 

2020. This year, for most of us, has been unlike any year we've ever 

experienced.  



Our title is going to be ‘An Image to Uphold.’ I will never forget blowing my 

image. I was one of those kids who were raised on the eastside of 

Calloway County, and I grew up kind of with a squeaky clean reputation. 

Shortly after graduation from high school, there was a short period where 

something happened and it messed up my normal routine. My life got out 

of kilter. Normally when I was in school, I ran around with some friends, 

but I had some friends who wanted to go down south. If you're an 

eastsider and you are my age, you know what going south meant. That 

meant they would go down south to get some alcohol. I just didn’t do that 

kind of stuff, so I would normally go home at that time. But I will never 

forget that night when I was running around with my friends and they 

decided to go south, and I decided to go with them. It was the first time. 

We we’re driving south going to a place called The Oz. If you're my age, 

you'll remember my age; I’ll never forget it. Here is Ricky Cunningham, a 

young teenager with this squeaky clean image, and now he's driving south 

with his friends to The Oz. The music was glaring, people were dancing, 

alcohol was freely flowing, except Ricky doesn’t drink. I’ll never forget 

sitting down at a table, and to make sure no one thought I was drinking, I 

got a glass of Sprite, a clear liquid, because there was no way I wanted it 

to be confused with alcohol. I'm sitting there watching everything that’s 

going on, not participating, and all of a sudden, out of the corner of my 

eye, I saw this guy leaving the dance floor. He was also an eastsider, one 

of my friends, and he literally fell on my table. His eyes were about a foot 

from my eyes, and he repeated these words, “I can’t believe it! Ricky 

Cunningham is in a bar!” I can't tell you what those words did to me. In 

that moment of being where I shouldn’t have been, I blew my image. Even 

though I wasn’t participating, even though I wasn’t drinking, he didn’t 

know it. He couldn’t really recognize what I was doing because of the 

shape he was in. Immediately, to salvage what I had left of my image, I 

remember getting up from that table and as fast as I could, I got out of 

that building. I went out to the truck and sat in it the rest of the night until 

all of my friends came out. Please understand that I didn’t go because I 

was the designated driver. In that moment, I blew my image, and I’ll never 

forget it. 



As we think about the doctrine of man and put on our biblical glasses to try 

to have 20/20 vision, let’s open to Genesis chapter 1. Let’s walk through 

this passage as we think about an image to uphold. Before we actually 

read this passage, I want to give you some context. The Bible says, “In the 

beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” In other words, there 

was a time when there was nothing but God. There wasn’t really time. God 

took nothing and made everything. Then, in Genesis chapter 1, the Bible 

starts telling us of what God did. Starting in verse 3, it says, “And God said 

‘let there be light.’” As soon as God said that, the Bible says, ‘light was.’ We 

see this pattern of God speaking and then it comes into existence. Several 

times, the Bible will say ‘and it was so.’ Whatever God said, it happened; it 

was so. God would look each day at what had been made that He had 

spoken into existence, and the Bible says God said, ‘it is good,’ and the 

then it tells us what day it was. I want you to see this. In verses 3, 6, 9, 

11, 14, 20, 24, the Bible says, “And God said.” Then verse 26 says, “Then 

God said.”  

Do you feel it? It’s almost that feeling that I get when I do a wedding. I 

have to admit that the last several years since Chris and Kory have come 

along to help me I don’t get many weddings. There was a day when I did a 

lot of weddings, and there would be all of those good things happening in 

the wedding, but everyone was waiting for that moment, what the 

wedding was all about. It was that moment that was captured with the 

groom standing in front of me, the doors would open, everyone stood up, 

and all eyes turn to the bride. Her dad would bring her down the aisle, and 

we all watch her as she sees her groom for the first time that day and he 

sees her for the first time in that dress. We capture that moment because 

we know what this day is all about when they stand before the minister 

who is representing God, and He declares them husband and wife, and 

what God has joined together, do not let man ever separate.  

That’s what is happening here in Genesis. When I read this, I get the feel 

from the writer that there are a lot of things happening and he joins all 

these things with ‘And God said,’ over and over, and then, ‘Then God said.’ 

Notice the pattern is completely broken here. We know that God is getting 



ready to create man, but the Bible doesn’t say God said let there be man. 

No, here is what the Word of God says. 

Scripture 

“Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 

likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 

the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

So God created man in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created him; 

    male and female he created them. 

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 

the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 

every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

  

I hope you see this. The pattern is broken. Instead of God just declaring 

through His Word what He wants to happen, we have special details about 

God’s next creation. You get the picture that everything that has happened 

up until this point is for this moment. Instead of God saying let there be 

man, listen to the language. God said, “Let us make man in our image after 

our likeness.” You get this understanding that man is a special creation of 

God. Did you hear that? Man is a unique creation of God. When I use the 

word, unique, I am using it in the context meaning ‘one of a kind.’ If we 

say something is unique, it means different, one of a kind. We’re seeing 

the language teach us that man is unlike the rest of God’s creation. See, 

the rest of the revelation of God's Word is going to teach us that ultimately 

the heavens declare the glory of God. We’re ultimately going to come to 

understand that nature itself, the earth, declares the glory of God. We will 

understand that in creation, while the heavens and the earth may declare 

the glory of God, they do not bear God’s image. Only man bears the image 

of God. Now, we will discover reading the rest of the Bible is that God 

forbids idolatry. God has created us, put us on this planet, and He 



understands we’re going to enjoy things, and there could be a tendency for 

us to think God is like an animal, a thing, a tree, or some other thing so 

that we actually take the thing we see and carve it into an idol and begin 

to worship it, give it false attention, or begin to rely upon it. This is why, 

even in the Ten Commandments, God tells the children of Israel when they 

go into the land of the pagans and see all these idols to never make a 

graven image of God. Why? Because God has an image bearer on the 

planet, and that is man. That is what this passage is telling us. God said 

‘let us make man in our image.’ I know right here, we don’t really see the 

full expression of a trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and God Holy 

Spirit, but we know the Bible will teach that God is one God in three 

persons. There is a strong possibility that God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Holy Spirit are conferring, talking, and making a decision to 

create man in their image, after their likeness. It will be the first created 

thing that bears the image of God.  

So, when we think about the image of God, I want to make sure we 

understand the image of God is going to refer to man in his being, who he 

is, and in his doing, what he does. We wish the Bible right here would just 

tell us what the image of God is. As a matter of fact, if you go on the 

internet or read systematic theology or Greek teachers, you will find a lot 

of people have various opinions about what it means to bear the image of 

God. The Bible doesn’t tell. Many, many times, when there is something 

hard for us to understand that we wish the Bible would give more 

explanation to, the only answer we really have is not that God doesn’t want 

us to know, but in that culture in which it was written, image was so 

known that the Bible didn’t have to explain or go into detail. The people 

who originally received this writing would have understood what it meant 

to bear the image of God. Here's what we know. The cultural belief of that 

day was that there were many gods. The gods would choose to empower 

with a certain substance, a certain likeness of themselves, to an earthly 

king. Once that god had anointed that earthly king with whatever 

substance he had given him, that king suddenly becomes the 

representative of that deity. He kind of ruled as a vice regent as a co-ruler 

with the gods on the planet. Here is what was unique about this according 

to the scholars; only the king, the chosen earthly ruler given this special 



ability, bore the image of whatever god gave him that power. That’s the 

background. With that background, understand that Scripture is teaching 

when the Bible says man was created in the image of God it means man 

actually reflects God. That’s right. You and I were created by God to be a 

reflection of who He is in His being and in His doing. There is a sense in 

which man represents God. God has created this earth, this planet, this 

universe, and the only creation that is unique, one of a kind creation that 

reflects His image is man. I want you to make sure you understand that 

man is an image bearer of God. We have an image to uphold, and that’s 

God’s image. Store that in your mind. Catch that in your heart.  

I know some of you are saying sin came in and we've lost the image of 

God in sinful man. No, no, no, the Bible is actually going to teach in 

Genesis 5 and 9, and James 3 that man, even in his lostness, even in his 

separation from God, still represents God’s, still reflects God, but it’s a 

distorted picture. You and I can stand before a true mirror and it gives us 

an adequate reflection of ourselves. I remember going to the county fair 

and seeing myself in those distorted mirrors. I was really around on top in 

one, my legs were really, really short in another, I would have a big right 

arm, a little left arm, and the next mirror my face would be really round. 

You get what I'm saying. We’re not supposed to take man’s life according 

to Genesis 9 because man was created in the image of God, and this is 

talking about after the fall. James chapter 3 tells us that with the same 

mouth, we can bless God and then curse people who were made in the 

likeness of Gods, so there is a sense in which the image is distorted, but 

we still have the responsibility to reflect and represent God in our being 

and our doing.  

I can’t tell you how much reading I've done this week and how many 

people have spent a lifetime studying the image of God, philosophically 

debating and reacting to what this means, and then I just remember what 

Colossians 1:15 says. “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation.” What this means is Jesus is the ultimate picture of the image 

of God. Jesus makes the invisible God visible, so to speak. If you're 

listening to me and the Holy Spirit is moving in your heart, and you want to 

know how your being should reflect the image of God, how your doing 



should reflect the image of God, just think about Jesus. He's the perfect 

picture of the image of God. He made the invisible God visible. That’s what 

God has created you and I to do, to make Him visible. We will get to go 

into a restaurant, go to work, gather in our church building; even what we 

post on social media is a reflection of the image of God! I know you know 

it’s distorted, but you have the opportunity to not put out a distorted 

message about God. God created us with the purpose of reflecting Him, 

mirroring Him to others, and representing Him. We see this perfectly, 

ultimately, in Jesus. We see Jesus’ being and doing in relationships, with 

God, people, and with nature.  

A guy that I love by the name of Anthony Hoekema opened my eyes to 

this. When you study the life of Christ, you see His being, His doing; He 

wanted to please God. He wanted to show the world God, and He wanted 

to uphold God’s image. He valued God. He knew God. He didn’t just have a 

relationship with God; He had a relationship with people. He had a 

relationship with His disciples. He had a relationship with a family. He had 

a relationship with a group of people who followed Him, some of them 

from a distance, some close. He had a relationship with people who 

opposed Him. He even had a relationship with the government of His day. 

We see Him reflecting God, representing God, in all of those relationships. 

Jesus is your example in your relationship with God, but He's also our 

example in our relationship with each other. I believe when Jesus dealt 

with people He still believed, even though it was a distorted picture, they 

were still created, ultimately, to be an image bearer of God and to uphold 

His image; therefore, He gave value, worth, and dignity to everyone. Even 

those who opposed Him, He gave dignity to. That’s what you and I should 

do. I get so tired of this argument on TV and in public life of how we pit 

people against people, nations against nations, and social economic classes 

against each other. There is a dignity and value that we, as Christians, 

should show to the world because we believe God created all men; 

therefore, they have dignity and worth. No matter their social economic 

status, religious status, or marital status, there is a dignity; therefore, we 

don’t bless God and then curse men. Our actions toward others reveal our 

being, and our being should uphold the image of God.  



We also saw Jesus deal with nature. It was kind of neat; He could walk on 

water, calm storms, and heal sickness. I want to make sure we understand 

this. If we go back to Genesis 1, we will see that when God creates man, 

He created us male and female. Genesis 1:26-27 is going to teach that 

when God created man in His image, He created us male and female, “So 

God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him;    

male and female He created them.” There is a singular word being used 

that is actually speaking of all mankind, so when the Bible is talking about 

man here, it is talking about Adam. It’s a generic name talking about 

humanity, or mankind. God created all of mankind in His image. Mankind 

bears the image of God. In particular, God created man male and female. 

This is trying to teach us that when God created mankind, He created 

mankind male and female, so both men and women bear the image of 

God. What we learn in Genesis chapter 1 is real important. We learn that 

man is a created being; therefore, if we are created, we have a creator, 

and if we have a creator, we are accountable to Him and we are 

responsible to Him. He is sovereign over us. We’re a creature.  

Now, when we come to Genesis chapter 2, we discover that God didn’t 

actually create male and female at the same time. Genesis 1 doesn’t say 

God created male and female at the very same time, but you kind of get 

the idea He did. When Genesis 2 opens, we see this unique creation of God 

that is different than the animal kingdom. When God began to create the 

sea creatures, birds, and land animals, especially the sea creatures, He 

blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters…” When 

God creates Adam and Eve, the first man and first woman, God blesses 

them too. In blessing them, the next thing the Bible says is “And God said.” 

He didn’t say be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, subdue it, and have 

dominion over it. The Bible says He said it to them. With the animals, He 

just said it in blessing them. But in blessing this unique creation of male 

and female, He says it to them. They are capable of having fellowship with 

Him. They are able to communicate with Him. This created being that is 

unique, that bears His image, just as God the Father, God the Son, and 

God the Holy Spirit have a close fellowship and can communicate with each 

other and be related to each other, God is now related to His creation. God 



has created someone that bears His image and will be His image bearer, so 

He speaks to us.  

See, this is what makes me think. In Genesis chapter 1, God is creating 

male and female, and He wants us to know that both are created in His 

image because the context in that day was not everyone bore the image of 

God. Only an earthly ruler did, but many of the religious people in a 

patriarchal society believed that man was created in the image of God, but 

possibly not woman. The Bible is trying to say when it comes to 

relationship we are equal, male, and female, before God. We see that 

clearly in chapter 2 because we see the individual account of God created 

the first man, and we notice He creates Him as a natural being. He actually 

scoops down, takes some dust from the earth, and forms man. He's just an 

old clod, so to speak. God took dirt, formed this man, and then the Bible 

says He breathed the breath of life in him. He breathed his spirit into him 

and man became a living being. According to Stuart Briscoe, we see that 

Adam is both a natural man and a spiritual man. As we see this go further, 

he's also a practical man. God gives him something practically to do. He's 

supposed to till and tend the garden. Then we see he's a moral being. He's 

got a choice to eat or not to eat. We see that he's a rational being; he 

actually has the ability to give names to all of the animals. We see that he's 

a social being that God created him to have someone just like him, yet 

unlike him.  

God not only created man male and female, He created them male and 

female, heterosexual. It’s so important that we understand that. I know 

that’s not popular today. I know there's a culture that goes against that, 

but according to Genesis, God’s purpose for man is to be male and female. 

Both male and female bear the image of God. If you read Genesis chapter 

2, you understand that man was created from dirt; God breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living being. But when God 

got ready to create a helper for him because he was alone, God didn’t take 

dust and create another man. God took the man’s rib and made a woman. 

I like what Tony Evans says. I heard him say on this passage, “Can God do 

ribs, or can God do ribs!” I look at my wife, Celisa, and I go, “Wow! God 

can really do ribs!” God took the rib of Adam and made a woman, brought 



her unto Adam, and Adam said, wow, ‘this is bone of my bone, flesh of my 

flesh, she shall be called woman for she was taken from man.’ God joins 

them together.  

Watch this. The reason, in original creation before the fall, man is 

heterosexual is because we must be in order to fulfill our task of being 

fruitful and filling the earth. We’re not filling the earth for our satisfaction; 

we’re filling the earth because God wants the earth to be full of image 

bearers. In chapter 5 when we have the story of Adam and his lineage, it 

goes back and says Adam was created in the image of God, and then it 

talks about Adam giving birth to a son who bore his likeness. Adam bore 

the likeness of God, and that likeness is passed on to our children. What 

does God want in children? He wants more image bearers. God wants the 

world to be filled with image bearers and we do that through procreation. 

That’s why God designed men and women to be different. That’s why He 

designed them to be heterosexual, not the same, so that we could fulfill 

God’s plan for humanity. Now, here would be the thought. If God created a 

woman from the man, then maybe the woman doesn’t bear the image of 

God, she bears the image of man. No, she too bears the image of God. 

Please hear this. You were created to bear the image of God.  

I know what you're thinking. ‘I blow it.’ I know it. I don’t want you to 

forget this about you, me, or any other person that we know or meet. Man 

is intended to bear the image of God, and no matter how distorted that 

image is, we are to treat other people with dignity, respect, and value 

because they're an image bearer of god. Let me tell you how the image is 

distorted. We are a created being, and after God created us, He didn’t say 

it’s good like He did through the first days of creation. On this sixth day, 

God ends the day by saying ‘it was very good.’ And then, God rested on 

the seventh day because he had finished creating.  

So, we have man being a created being, but in Genesis 2, we have him 

being a created person who’s natural, spiritual, moral, rational, practical, 

and social. It is so important for us to understand about man that as a 

creation of God, a unique creature of God, we’re accountable to God. He is 

our sovereign. We are dependent on Him. Life, blessing, everything comes 

from God. We’re the creature; He's the creator. We’re a unique creation in 



the respect that we are a human being, and we bear His image. What did 

God do? He put us on the planet, gave Adam a little piece of real estate, 

and told him to get busy being and doing in a relationship with God and his 

wife. The next thing you know, children would come along, the earth 

would be filled, and he's supposed to subdue the earth and have dominion 

over it. This means God’s original intent was for us to reflect and represent 

God by how we relate to God, how we relate to our wives, our children, 

our neighbors, and the earth around us.  

I had this thought. Have you noticed how many of us who like animals? We 

either like big animals, or we like little animals. I have some people in this 

church who make a living because we love animals. We have to call them 

out to the farm when a cow is in stress and we can’t handle it by 

ourselves. I'm concerned about my animal. Why? It is because God’s got 

dominion over that animal, and I should represent God in treating that 

animal. Look how we treat our pets. Why do we treat our pets the way we 

do? It is because we’re reflecting a God culture. That’s what God is calling 

us to do. As created beings, we are to create a God culture and reflect God 

to the world. We are image bearers of God; that’s why we do what we do. 

That’s why when we have to kick the dog it hurts us! It hurts us when we 

have to kick the dog when the dog’s behavior is so bad. Normally, when 

we kick the dog, it’s because the dog is going to harm a child, and we have 

to make that distinction between the value of the child and the value of the 

dog. There are times when we have to put an animal down on the farm, 

and we do it in the most humane way we can. Why do we do it in the most 

humane way we can? It is because we are an image bearer of God. In that 

moment, we reflect God and we represent God. Why, when we mine 

natural resources, do we mine the way we do? It is because we either 

reflect the image of God, or we distort the image of God, but we’re still an 

image bearer and we’re reflecting and representing. This is why on the 

farm when we see soil erosion we try to do everything we can do to 

prevent that. Why? It is because God has given us dominion. We’re 

supposed to take care of our farm like we think God would take care of our 

farm. Why do you think so many farmers are switching to no-till? The 

world has such a misperception of farmers. Farmers aren’t doing no-till so 

they can make more money, though they have to make money. They want 



to preserve the soil as best they can. We can put that in every business. 

That’s why when a Christian runs an oil company he tries to represent and 

reflect God. When a Christian goes to work, we realize our doing reflects 

our being, and ultimately, our being and doing reflects God’s image.  

When God created this unique creation, this created person, He made him 

moral. He gave him a choice. As a human being, you have the ability to 

make choices. God did not make robots. God didn’t program us with an 

instinct. God gave us with the ability to make a choice. When you read the 

Genesis 2 story, you see the test. The test is to eat or not to eat. For see, 

in the midst of all of those trees in the garden, there was this tree of life 

and a tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God said of all the trees, you 

can freely eat, but don’t eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

If you eat of it, the day you eat you will die. We know that Adam and Eve 

didn’t die physically the day they ate. God is telling us the death here is not 

referring to their physical life, but their spiritual life. He was saying the day 

you eat this, spiritually you will be separated from Me, and it will change 

everything about your life.  

That’s the test, to eat or not to eat. See, when God created man as an 

image bearer, we see right in the beginning that there's a test. God is 

going to see if we will sin or not sin, if we will eat or not eat. That leads us 

to the temptation. There's a big difference. God doesn’t tempt His creation, 

but He does test His creation. In the very beginning, we see that God put 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and God told man what not to 

do. Now remember that Adam and Eve were created in the image of God. 

They're like God. They bear God’s likeness. They're now supposed to do 

what represents God, so they don’t eat. But when we turn to Genesis 

chapter 3, the first thing the Bible tells us was the serpent was more 

cunning and crafty than any of the creatures that God had created in the 

animal kingdom. It actually approaches the woman and they get into a 

conversation about the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Here's the 

temptation: will Adam and Eve eat, or will they not eat? Will they sin, or 

will they not sin? In the beginning when God created man, God created the 

man with the ability to sin, or not to sin. He created us with the ability to 



eat, or not to eat. Ultimately, it’s coming down to will we sin, or will we not 

sin? 

So, the serpent converses with the woman and basically throws this out 

there: has God really said the day you eat, you will die? Eve says yeah; He 

even said if we touch it, we will die. Then the serpent actually says if you 

eat, your eyes will be opened. See, the last thing we saw in Genesis 2 is 

when God created the husband and wife and put them together, the Bible 

says they were naked and unashamed. Now when we get to Genesis 

chapter 3, the serpent reminds them that eating this fruit will actually open 

their eyes. Whoa! The serpent is saying your eyes will be open and you will 

be like God, knowing good and evil. The temptation is that God is holding 

out on you. There's a whole world out there that you haven’t seen, and 

you can experience this world that God experiences of actually having the 

knowledge yourself of good and evil. Instead of having the knowledge of 

God and trusting in Him and each other, you can trust in yourself. You can 

know for yourself. You can make your own decision. You can be like God. 

It would have been so awesome if Eve would have just said to the serpent, 

I'm already like God. Did you catch that? It would have been different if 

she had remembered who she was as she saw that manifested in her 

doing, as she saw her relationship with God, as she saw her relationship 

with her husband, as she saw her relationship with nature, having 

dominion over the world. If she had just said I'm already like God, I'm 

already an image bearer of God, but the temptation was to sin or not to 

sin, to trust God and live by His presence, His Word, and accept what He 

says is right and bring your life in line with that, or, make your own 

decision, be like God in the right of determination. You can actually be 

independent of God and not be dependent on Him.  

Did you see that? God’s created us to be dependent and independent, but 

not independent or dependent only. He's made us a unique creation who is 

a living person, and He's given us the ability to make choices. Here's the 

choice, to be like God. God gives you the choice to be like Him. God says 

we are like Him. We bear His image in our being, in our doing, and we look 

to Jesus as the perfect example of the image God wants us to be like. But 

the serpent comes along and says we’re not like Him yet. In other words, 



we need to have the ability to make our own choice and decide for 

ourselves what is right and wrong, what is good and evil. Who do you 

believe? Do you believe Satan? You know best and you have the right to 

be independent and the right to determine yourself, the right to know by 

experience what is good and evil for you. Or, are you going to believe God 

and believe what He says is true, what He's revealed to you through His 

Son, what He's revealed to you through His Word, what He's revealed to 

you through the Spirit of God about His Son and His Word as He anoints 

you and speaks to you through His Word? Are you going to believe Him 

that you are like Him, that you can reflect Him, and that you can represent 

Him? Or, are you going to take the little piece of real estate that He's 

blessed you with and be a rival god, an idol? Are you going to believe what 

Satan says, or, are you going to believe what God says? I'm talking about 

every situation we face every minute of every day we have the opportunity 

to reflect Him, and to represent Him.  

Here's what I know, and here's what the whole purpose of this message is 

about. We have an image to uphold, and it’s not our image; it’s God’s 

image. Once we know what God’s image is, why we've been created, what 

our purpose is, and we start to display that image as a Christian, we 

uphold that image at home, church, work, privately when it’s just us and 

the internet, us and someone else. Privately, we have an image to uphold. 

That’s our image that represents God, but that image must flow from our 

being and our doing. Please don’t go to the extreme that believes doing 

and being are separate. Some people believe that they can be, and it 

doesn’t matter what they do. They can say they're saved, and it doesn’t 

matter what their life looks like. No. There are others who believe that 

their doing influences their being. In other words, they do, do, do, so they 

will become a child of God. No. When it comes to being right with God, we 

are dependent on God as our creator, redeemer, and that’s why we’re 

saved by grace through faith alone. But when it comes to our 

sanctification, we work out our salvation. Yes, we have a choice, and that 

choice is to cooperate with God and uphold His image. 

If I can do this, I'm going to borrow this from my son. I've seen my son 

many times tell a story at the beginning of the sermon, and then at the 



end of the sermon, go back and connect a dot. Can I connect a dot with 

you? When I was about eighteen or nineteen years old, I found myself in a 

place I shouldn’t be and someone confronted me with just this truth: I 

can't believe it, Ricky Cunningham is in a bar! I got out of that as quickly 

as I could because I wanted to uphold my image. But when I got in that 

truck, it really wasn’t my image I was worried about. It was the image of 

my Savior. It was the image of my Lord. I had blown it…His image. I pray 

when you blow it, you have that same sense and you won't do what Adam 

and Eve did and blame somebody else, but that you will own it. I blew it. 

Let’s confess it. Let’s come to realize whether we really know Him or not. If 

we don’t know Him, let’s repent and put our faith in Him and let Him give 

us this new nature that we will talk about later. If we do know Him, let’s 

confess it and get back to upholding His image.  

 


