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Let me say Happy Easter! I just want to say that I love Easter, and I 

always have. When I was a kid, I really love it because when I was four, 

my Sunday school teacher would give us live animals. She first gave us a 

live duck. When I was five, she gave us some little chicks to take home. 

When you give a four year old boy something that is living, there is not a 

lot of expectancy that it is going to stay alive. So, I went home with my 

little duck, put it in my Tonka truck, and it became the truck driver. Ducks 

don’t make God Tonka truck drivers, so within a couple of hours, the duck 

was dead. I remember my mom came unglued! She was so angry I had 

killed this little duck. The next year when I got the little chick, I thought 

chicks were supposed to fly, so I took the little chick up to my treehouse 

and I set it free. I gave it an opportunity to fly, and let’s just say the chick 

didn’t fly; it died. Again, my mom was so angry that I killed this little baby 

chick. I think she thought I was going to be a serial killer; she had some 

real worries with me for those few moments. But, I just remember very 

vividly that Easter Sunday was magical because I would get something 



alive to take home. If you are a First Fruits Farm kid, you got a package in 

the mail last week to celebrate holy week. It had some paper, colors, and 

crafts and such, but you will notice there was nothing alive in that 

package. The reason that is was because of me. We stopped giving all 

living things to children on Easter Sunday.  

As an adult, I still love Easter Sunday because I love the electricity in the 

place. We have to bring out chairs every single service because so many 

people are here. I love seeing the bowties, the pretty dresses, even the T-

shirts you wear because you want to show a ministry you support. There is 

just an energy. Then after service, we go to my mom’s for an amazing 

spread. All the cousins, grandparents, and extended family all come to 

Momma’s house. It’s amazing! We have an Easter egg hunt and spend the 

whole day together as a family. That is Easter to me. But now, here we 

are. I'm at our sanctuary and it is just me and a couple of others. What we 

can feel is everything has changed. The world has changed. Everything has 

changed for everyone, whether you're five or fifty; your life is different 

now. We feel that when we go to the grocery and have to put our masks 

on. We can't get in close proximity with one another. We have to stay our 

distance. There is an eerie feeling everywhere you go.  

I posted on Facebook, “What are you going to miss most about a normal 

Easter Sunday?” It struck a nerve because sixty or seventy of you 

commented. You said you would miss the gathering, coming to church and 

singing with the body of Christ, family, meals, traditions, and all the things 

you love to do. The reality is the backdrop of Easter is usually life, 

celebration, and excitement. This year, the backdrop is death. We have 

become the people that now tune into our news every day to see how 

many more sick, how many more have died. We've gotten used to looking 

at state maps that show how many are infected, how many have died, and 

how quickly this pandemic is spreading. We stand together on Easter 

Sunday realizing the backdrop today is largely death, but it reminds me of 

those early followers of Jesus because the original resurrection story 

happened with a backdrop of death. The women came to the tomb, not 

wearing their Easter best; they came in funeral garb with spices to anoint a 

dead corpse. I can imagine Joseph’s clothes were still hanging on the line 



with some of Jesus’ blood on it where he had washed Jesus’ corpse then 

covering Him and putting Him in a borrowed tomb. Death was all around 

this first Easter. What we find is that when the backdrop of Easter is death, 

the resurrection matters even more.  

We’re going to see how much the resurrection really matters. We will see 

Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 remind us of the gospel, compel us to stand in the 

gospel, and compel us to abound in steadfast love for the Lord. Paul will 

tell us to remember the gospel. That is the most important, to remember 

the gospel. Why do we need to remember the gospel? It is because we are 

so prone to forget it. We’re going to walk through this Scripture. We’re not 

going to read every verse because it’s a long passage, but we will hit the 

highlights of what Paul tells us.  

Scripture 

V. 1-2 “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 

preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by 

which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 

to you—unless you believed in vain.” 

Paul starts out by ending this letter to a church. He has talked about a lot 

of problems, and he wants to reiterate for them to remember the gospel. 

We, during this moment of crisis, need to remember to remember the 

gospel. Paul had preached it to them, they had received it, and now he's 

commanding them to remember the gospel and to stand in the gospel, to 

hold fast to the Word because by the gospel you are being saved. He's 

talking about their sanctification there that because they had believed 

they’ve been justified. Now, they're being sanctified, continually being 

made more and more like Jesus. But then he says, “---unless you believed 

in vain.” Paul is saying some of you (even watching this video) might be a 

believer but you're believing in vain. You don’t have true faith in Christ 

because true faith in Christ changes your life. You're continually being 

saved from patterns of sin and being made more and more into the image 

of God. You're pursuing holiness. He wants them to believe in the gospel 

and ask themselves if they have believed in vain, or, has their belief led to 

true life in the Lord Jesus Christ.  



Next, we have to ask what the gospel is. If we’re going to remember it, we 

have to know what the gospel is. Paul is going to tell us what the gospel is.  

V. 3-4 “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day in accordance with the Scriptures.” 

Paul lays out right there what the gospel is. He says I delivered to you 

what was of first importance. In other words, the most important is what I 

delivered to you, and the most important is the gospel, according to Paul. 

During this pandemic, many of us have had to ask the question what is 

most important. If you're a business owner, an employee, mom or dad, a 

child, whoever you are, you're having to ask yourself what the most 

important is. What is essential? Can I go to the store to buy this? Is it an 

essential item, or non-essential item? Can this continue to happen, or do 

we need to cut it out? Many things we deemed most important, like sports, 

have been canceled, because when it comes to life or death, they're not 

first things, essential things. Paul is telling us the gospel is a first thing. The 

gospel is an essential thing. The most important thing you could remember 

during this pandemic is the good news of Jesus Christ. What is the gospel? 

The very first part of the gospel is Christ died for your sins according to the 

scriptures. The disciples would have known this. They just saw Christ 

crucified on a cross. Why did He die? He died for our sins. It was our sins 

that caused Jesus to have to go to a cross. That’s why Paul would say that 

He didn’t just die; He died according to the scriptures. This is referring to 

that older testament story where Adam and Eve sinned in a garden and 

experienced death, separation from God. There was a promise that one 

was going to come, and that promise was all throughout the scriptures. 

Isaiah 53 says one would come as a suffering servant who would die in our 

place for our sins. It’s according to the scriptures that Christ died. We owe 

death to God. Jesus died in our place for our sins. That is the best news in 

the whole world that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.  

Not only that, He was buried. Why does Paul put out that He was buried? 

It was a real death. It wasn’t an imaginary death. He didn’t just look dead. 

No, He was really put in a tomb. His body got cold. His heart stopped 



beating. He was really dead, pronounced dead. Jesus was dead in a tomb 

paying our penalty. We should die, but Jesus died for us. But then here is 

the whole point of Easter, the best news of Easter; on the third day, Jesus 

rose again. Paul says He was raised on the third day according to the 

scriptures. Psalm 16 talks about the resurrection to come. There were all 

the Old Testament promises that one would die and rise from the dead, 

and that’s what Jesus did. Notice Paul says Christ. It’s that title from the 

Old Testament that means Messiah. It means the king Messiah, the son of 

David is the one who died and rose again. This is of most importance. The 

reality is the gospel is the centerpiece of Christianity. The good news that 

Jesus died, was buried, and rose again is the whole point of Christianity. 

Jesus is not just a good teacher; He is a great Savior. He saves us from our 

sins by dying and rising again.  

The question is, is the resurrection really true? Did this really happen? Or, 

is Paul just kind of making this up? Is he just winging it and saying I think 

this happened but I'm not really sure? Paul will give us evidence why the 

resurrection is really true.  

V. 5-8 “…and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 

Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, 

most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as 

to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.” 

Paul is saying I can prove it because Jesus actually appeared to people. He 

appeared to Cephas, who is Peter. A reader might say Peter; of course, he 

could make the story up because he's one of the lead disciples. But Paul 

said he appeared to the twelve. That is the disciples; they could have made 

the story up as well. But notice this little detail; He appeared to more than 

five hundred brothers. It was a group of more than five hundred people 

Jesus appeared to, showed Himself to be risen from the dead, and Paul 

said, ‘some of those are still alive.’ This is only twenty some years after the 

resurrection. Paul is saying you can actually go talk to the people. There 

are hundreds of people you can ask and they will say they say Jesus, His 

scars, His side, saw Him risen from the dead. There is evidence. There is 



proof. Paul is writing a letter to a group of people who could actually go 

verify the facts, and the fact is that Jesus rose from the dead.  

Then Paul uses his own resurrection story.  

V. 9-10 “For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called 

an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the 

grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in 

vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though 

it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.” 

Paul is arguing. He's saying think about my life. I was a persecutor of the 

church, and now I'm a preacher of the gospel. Talk about a resurrection 

story! Paul says the resurrection is true because you can look at my life. 

I'm a resurrected person.  

It was so cool this week to see all of you who posted on social media your 

resurrection story. I loved looking at those because they all had the same 

characteristics, who you were before Christ. Here was my life. It wasn’t 

going well. Things were out of control. Here's what I thought. Here are my 

missteps. Then, that moment God saved you, when God raised you from 

the dead and then you got to talk about your love for Him, joy for Him, 

passion for Him, and your life now that you are a follower of Jesus. As 

Christians, we can say yes, Jesus rose from the dead. You want proof? 

Look at my life. I have been raised from the dead because Christ was 

raised from the dead. Paul is saying the grace of God in me is leading me 

to lead a godly life. For you, if you're a believer, God’s grace in you causes 

you to live a godly life for Him. The resurrection is true because we have 

been resurrected from the dead because what Christ did actually works in 

our lives.  

The question is does the resurrection really matter? We’ve seen that it’s 

true. We’ve seen that Paul believes it’s true. We as Christians believe it’s 

true, but does it really matter. Some have said it doesn’t really matter. We 

don’t really think there is a resurrection from the dead. There's a pagan 

belief that the body was all bad, so the point of the afterlife was to bury 

the body, burn the body, release the soul, and then you will be free. Paul 

argues no. Your body is going to be raised from the dead. There is a bodily 



resurrection to new life. Why does it matter that there is a resurrection 

from the dead?  

V. 14 “And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 

vain and your faith is in vain.” 

Paul says if the resurrection is not true, then your faith is vain, empty. If 

Christ hasn’t risen from the dead, our preaching is in vain. I might as well 

turn this camera off, just walk off, and go home because it doesn’t matter. 

Paul is trying to say if the tomb is full, then your faith is empty. If there are 

still bones in a borrowed tomb, then your faith is useless. Go home. Do 

something else. It is in vain if there is no resurrection from the dead.  

Many in our culture would say we don’t really need truth. We don’t really 

need a resurrection. We just need religion to serve a function of our 

society. There was an article by Kate Cohen in the Washington Post. She's 

an atheist, and the title of the article was Even those of us who don’t 

believe need what religion can provide right now. She is of Jewish heritage 

and background, and she talked about how during this pandemic, she 

wants the things that Judaism offers. She wants the feasts, and the 

Passover. She hasn’t taken it for a long time, but this Passover, she 

virtually got with her extended family and had the Passover meal because 

right now she needs what religion offers her, those thoughts of there has 

to be more, those rooted traditions. She doesn’t believe any of it, but she 

says it sustains us as a people. That’s what some of our friends looking in 

say. Christianity is just functional. It’s just helping you cope with life. It’s 

just a way to numb the pain, this magic belief that there is going to be an 

afterlife.  

Paul says that is not true. You can't have a functional Christianity that just 

works right now. If the resurrection is not true, if Jesus didn’t really rise 

from the dead, then we’re all wasting our time.  

V. 17 “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 

you are still in your sins.” 

If the body of Jesus is still in a tomb, you and I are still in our sins because 

the only way out of sin is through the death and resurrection of Jesus. By 



believing in that, our sins get forgiven. It’s not just a functional religion 

that keeps us happy today. It’s an actual resurrection that really did free us 

from our sins.  

V. 18 “Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished.” 

Here's the reality. If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then all those who we 

love that we've buried, they’ve all perished and there's no hope.  

Just yesterday, we took our kids to go see Mammie’s grave. We always 

read Scripture from 1 Thessalonians 4 where it talks about not grieving as 

those who don’t have hope because Christ rose from the dead, so those 

you bury will also be resurrected when He comes again. We tell our kids 

that Mammie’s body is here, but her soul is with Jesus. And when He 

comes back, her body will break out of the tomb and we will see her again. 

We give our kids the hope that they're going to get to dance with Mammie 

forever because the resurrection is true. Paul says if Jesus is still in His 

grave, if Jesus didn’t break the grave, then neither will Mammie, neither 

will I, neither will you. We will all perish. The end will be the end.  

V. 19“If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 

people most to be pitied.” 

Paul says if you're believing in Christ to have a better right now life only, 

then you should be pitied because Christ is not a just right now, make 

everything perfect, Savior. Jesus didn’t come to give you a long happy, 

perfect life here on earth. He didn’t come to just extend your good life on 

earth; He came to give you another life, a resurrected life in the Kingdom 

forever. We can prove this because we have two thousand years of 

Christian history where all those who believed in Christ died right on time. 

None of them is still here. They all die. If you're a believer in Jesus, if you 

have faith in Christ, it will not keep you from getting sick from the 

coronavirus. Faith in Jesus will not keep you from dying. We also 

experience death here and now. Jesus didn’t come to just make this life 

better; He came to give us a new life, a resurrected life, a life that when 

we do die, we immediately experience the presence of Christ and live with 

Him forever. If you're trusting in Christ right now just to make your right 



now life better, He is not going to be a Savior for you. He didn’t come to 

just give you a longer, happier life on earth; He came to give you meaning 

and purpose right here, abundant life right here. The right here abundant 

life means you're in a new Kingdom that is going to last forever. Our faith 

is a past the grave type of faith.  

After Paul answered all these questions, he then makes this huge contrast.  

V. 20-22 “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came 

death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as 

in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

What an amazing contrast! After he argued all these reasons of how our 

faith would be empty if there were no resurrection, how those who were in 

the grave would perish if there is no resurrection, he says, but Christ has 

been raised! In other words, the gospel is true, the message is true, and it 

changes every single thing! Christ has been risen. See, we died in Adam, 

but we are now made alive in Christ. Paul starts to point us to the end. He 

starts to point us to what is going to happen at the return of Christ. He 

begins to tell us how Christ kills death. It’s this beautiful idea that when 

Christ comes back, He is going to actually kill death.  

V. 23-26 “But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at 

his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when 

he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 

rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has 

put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed 

is death.” 

Paul is putting death as an enemy. Often, we go to a funeral and try to 

comfort those who have lost loved ones. One of the things we say, 

especially to kids, is death is just a natural part of life. This is just a natural 

thing. In one sense, what we’re saying is true because it does happen to 

everybody. The reality is that death is not a natural thing. It was not in 

God’s original purpose and intent. Death is an enemy to life. It shouldn’t be 

part of life; it’s an enemy to life. Paul says when Christ comes back, He will 

kill the final enemy, and that is death. I love this thought. You have Jesus 



at His cross. By His death and resurrection, He disarmed death, He 

defeated death, but death is still here. It’s disarmed and defeated, but it’s 

still here. At His return, Jesus is going to destroy death.  

Cross and resurrection --- Defeated and disarmed death 

Return --- Destroys death altogether 

In the new Kingdom, death will be a distant memory. Death will be no 

more. That is what Christ came to do, and that is what He is going to do at 

His return. He's going to defeat the last enemy, death. When Jesus’ body 

broke the grave, it means that your grave will break too if you are a 

believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. When Jesus’ heart started beating again, 

when He stood up and walked out of the tomb, He was prophesying to 

death, here is what is coming; I'm the firstfruits, but there are a whole lot 

who are coming with Me. When I come back, they're all going to burst out 

of their grave as well. They will live with Me forever fully in the resurrection 

to come. Jesus is going to return to kill death. That is the best news for us, 

the best news for the world. Then we see Christ’s final victory that will 

happen. We’re going to get to sing about this. 

V. 55-56 “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

    “O death, where is your victory? 

    O death, where is your sting?” 

“The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.” 

Paul is taunting death. It’s almost like a little kid walks up to a big bully, 

and he's like, you want some? Come and get me. It doesn’t make sense. 

You can almost see little David looking up at Goliath and saying, you want 

some of this? Let’s go. Come on; take me on! Paul is taunting death! He's 

saying, hey death, where is your victory? Hey death, where is your sting? 

In other words, our greatest enemy, the thing that is coming for us, the 

think that we are scared of right now because we’re quarantined and don’t 

know if we’re going to get sick or who around us might actually die. Death 

is a real fear for us, and it should be. But Paul is saying death is not 

something we fear forever. There is a coming moment where death will be 



no more, where death will not have a victory anymore because the sting of 

death will be removed.  

The first time we found out that Crider was allergic to wasp I wasn’t at the 

house. I was working in LBL. I got a phone call from my wife, and she was 

hysterical. All I heard was, “Crider got stung by a wasp, come right now 

because his throat is swelling up and he can't breathe!” That’s the news I 

got as a dad. You can bet I got in the truck, I sped home as fast as I 

could, and when I pulled in the driveway, Crider was standing in the 

driveway with Katie, and there was a panicked look on her face and on his 

face. His whole throat was swollen and he was having trouble breathing. 

As a dad, I didn’t know what to do. I couldn’t do anything for my son who 

was having trouble breathing. The only thing I could do was to keep the 

others kids while Katie went to the emergency room. I just began to pray, 

“Lord, open his throat so he can breathe.” I get a phone call about ten 

minutes later, “They got some medicine in him and the swelling has gone 

down.” I got to talk to my little boy and he said, “I can breathe now Dad. 

Everything is fine.” That was last summer. This spring, we did a few little 

projects around the house, and anytime we see a wasp, there is one kid 

that runs in the other direction. Just the other day, Crider and I were trying 

to take a fence down. He was working the drill, a wasp flew out, he 

dropped the drill, and he took off running. Crider has a fear of wasps, and 

he should because if a wasp stings him, it is bad news. I had this thought. 

Just imagine if there was a way I could take the stinger out of a wasp, I 

could hand the wasp to him, and say, “Here you go, Crider. I know this 

wasp used to be dangerous, I know the wasp used to make it to where you 

would have to go to the hospital, but the wasp is safe now. You can 

actually hold this wasp because it can't sting you. I've removed the stinger 

from the wasp.” I can just imagine Crider would play with that wasp just a 

little bit differently. He would have no grave fear because the fear the 

wasp had over him was not more. 

What Paul is saying is that we as believers, in light of death, we don’t 

trivialize it, but what we can do is sing in the midst of a pandemic in our 

homes because we aren’t the ones afraid of death anymore because death 

has no sting. Death doesn’t bring condemnation anymore. Death doesn’t 



bring us eternity separated from God. Death ushers us into the very 

presence of God. There is no more sting. Like David and Goliath, we can 

say I'm ready. Whatever happens, I am ready because there is no fear in 

death now because the sting of death was sin. Jesus redeemed us from 

our sin. The power of sin was the Law and Christ fulfilled the Law for us. 

Because of the gospel, we now can look at death in a different way. Death 

doesn’t mean the final end for us. Death means we go into the very 

presence of God. Paul would say: 

V. 57 “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Notice that He gives us victory. Jesus got victory over the grave, but it was 

our victory. Jesus gives us victory. This means that the resurrection means 

your life actually matters. Paul is going to end in a strange way. He's been 

talking about the resurrection of Jesus, now he's going to talk about us 

working. It seems like those two are not related, but we will see they're 

absolutely related, because if the resurrection is true, that means 

everything matters. It means your life matters. Your work matters. Today 

matters. Tomorrow matters, because there is life past the grave.  

V. 58 “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 

Lord your labor is not in vain.” 

Paul says, therefore, in light of the gospel, in light of the resurrection, I 

want you to be steadfast. Stand. Be steadfast. He uses this term, 

immovable. That means unshaken. Don’t let whatever circumstance shake 

and move you from your steadfast love and faith in the Lord. Here we are 

during a crisis, and we should be the unshakable ones. We should be the 

unmovable ones. We face this pandemic in a different way because we 

have hope that goes past the grave. Then he says, always abounding in 

the work of the Lord. Not only do we stand steadfastly, not only are we 

unshaken, but we are also abounding. What are we abounding in? We are 

abounding in the work of the Lord. In other words, we as believers 

because of the resurrection, we know that what we do today really does 

matter.  



I walked in and my kids were doing a drawing on the table. I asked what 

they were doing, and they said, “I'm drawing nurse Kiki.” They wanted to 

go hang them on her door and on top of them, they wrote, “My hero.” My 

little boys realized their aunt, who is a nurse, is going into the front lines. 

She's going to care for people who might even have coronavirus. She's 

putting herself at risk, but she's doing something that matters, and she's 

our hero. The only reason that’s true, the only reason it matters that she 

goes to work and puts herself at risk is if the resurrection is true. If it were 

not, Paul would say in 1 Corinthians and another place, if this is not true, 

let’s just eat, drink, and be merry. Let’s just go home and have fun. You 

shouldn’t serve, reach out, and love those around you because nothing 

here matters for eternity. But we see here that is not true. We see that 

everything has changed. Everything has changed, and that’s absolutely 

true.  

But just because everything has changed, it doesn’t mean we don’t still 

have work to do. Let’s go back to those verses, ‘Be steadfast, immovable, 

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.’ As we are in our homes, 

as kids, grandparents, moms and dads, singles, aunts and uncles, and all in 

between, what is a word for us? Because of the resurrection, your life 

matters and your work matters. If you're a mom cooking for your family, a 

dad trying to fix up around the house or trying to lend a hand, as we are 

working from home and trying to navigate school, why do all of that? It’s 

because the resurrection means your life matters. What you do today 

affects eternity. The little kids you're raising, you get to pour your life into 

them because the grave is not the end. Forever is before you. Nurses and 

doctors go to the hospital and care for the sick because of the resurrection. 

Your life matters. Construction workers go to work and work hard. Those 

of us who can go to work, do your work under the Lord for your neighbor, 

and it means your work actually matters. Your life matters. As you're in 

your backyard planting shrubs or tomato plants in a garden, that work 

matters because the resurrection is true. Life is not just a vain exercise. It’s 

not just empty. It’s not meaningless. No, there is a resurrection and a 

Kingdom that is coming, so we work right now and we do it for the glory of 

God. As we work, as we move, as we love our neighbors, we do it because 



the resurrection is true, because there is life past this pandemic, there is 

life past even our own grave.  

The reality is everything has changed, but it didn’t change just a month 

ago. Everything actually changed two thousand years ago. Everything 

changed when Jesus Christ walked out of His tomb. When He walked out, 

it signaled that your sins are forgiven if you believe in Him. It signaled that 

your life now has a greater purpose because it lasts forever. It signals that 

the whole world matters, that you matter because there is life past the 

grave. Christ invites you to live a life that matters because you have a 

changed life, because He changed everything. Now, you get to live a life 

that actually matters because you have a future, a future Kingdom to 

come.  

The truth is I still love Easter. I think back to that little five year old kid 

who got a duck and a chicken that didn’t make it. I don’t know the motive 

of me as a little kid; I can't exactly remember how that happened, but 

here's what could have happened. That little four or five year old might 

have paid attention during church, and what he heard that morning was 

that on Easter, dead things come back to life. He might just have believed 

that. Now it is the wrong application, but right belief. So, on Easter 

Sunday, do you believe because of Easter that dead things come back to 

life? Do you really believe that because of the resurrection of Jesus that 

when you die you will live forever? If you believe that, it will change the 

way you live right now. You will be steadfast, firmly planted in the gospel 

remembering the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. You will be 

unshaken, immovable in your faith in the Lord. Because of that, you will 

abound in the work of the Lord because you realize your life actually 

matters. This life actually matters, not just for now, but for all eternity. In 

the midst of sickness, even of death, we as believers are the people who 

still sing. We are the people who still believe. We are the people who still 

work because we realize there is more to life than just right now. There is 

a forever coming, and when Christ comes back, we will all get to say, ‘O 

death, where is your victory?’ ‘O death, where is your sting?’ There is an 

empty tomb that said it has been removed. We are the people who get to 

sing and dance in the darkness. We are the people who get to keep 



working and abounding in the Lord because the resurrection tells us that 

life matters. You might not be a believer. You don’t know the Lord, so life 

really only matters right now. If you now realize the gospel, Jesus died for 

you and He rose again for you, how do you get that into your life? The 

Bible says repent and believe in the gospel. Turn from you, your sin, your 

life, and turn to Jesus and put your faith and trust Him. Say, Jesus, I am 

trusting that when You died and rose again, that was enough to justify me 

before God. That was enough to forgive my sin. I'm trusting You as my 

Savior and I'm making You my Lord. That’s how you become one of the 

people who get to dance and sing in the darkness because His resurrection 

becomes your resurrection.  


