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I pray the Holy Spirit of God is moving in your home as it is moving here at 

the facilities of Hardin Baptist Church. This has been a crazy week. As a 

matter of fact, I got home from work on Tuesday and Celisa had supper 

ready, but instead of sitting down at the table, we loaded the food up, took 

it across the road to my son and daughter-in-law’s house, and sat down at 

their table. We had an awesome meal together, and when it started to 

end, the kids wanted to be dismissed from the table. Finally, they were 

dismissed and they ran to other places in the house and the rest of us 

were fellowshipping together when all of a sudden, our granddaughter 

came into the living room with pom poms in her hand. She waves the pom 

poms and yells “Go Racers! Go Racers! Go Racers!” She wanted her mom 

to get up from the table and do a cheer they had been practicing, but Katie 

wanted to finish eating and fellowshipping with us, but she finally gave in 



to Evie Kate. Katie lifted her up to her shoulder and she did her Murray 

State pose, dropped her down to her arms, and then dropped her to the 

floor. Evie Kate stood up, raised both hands with the pom poms, and said, 

“Go Racers! Go Racers! Go Racers!” She ran out of the living room like she 

had just been in the middle of the CFSB Center at MSU. When she came 

into the kitchen, I began to applaud and said, “That was awesome!” Evie 

Kate look at me real seriously and said, “I'm not Evie Kate; I'm Kennedy.” 

For just a moment, it took me back. Then I got it. See, Evie Kate’s parents 

take her to a lot of MSU ballgames, and while her brothers are watching 

the Racers play, she's watching the cheerleaders. Her eye gets focused on 

one in particular, and that is Kennedy Baker. Kennedy Baker just happens 

to be the daughter of one of my best friends, Chuck Baker. Evie is imitating 

an MSU cheerleader, Kennedy Baker. As she went back into the living room 

to do another cheer, it hit me that we are in a sermon series called 20/20 

Vision in 2020, and this morning our topic was supposed to be God's Son. 

But this Sunday is not like last Sunday when we all gathered together at 

the facilities in Hardin; this morning we’re sitting in our homes worshipping 

God because we understand it’s a different kind of day. Yes, it’s the 

beginning of a brand new week and God will have many opportunities for 

us this week, but if there is ever a time to imitate Christ, God's Son, it is 

this morning, the rest of this week, and possibly for the next several 

weeks.  

Let’s open to God's Word to Matthew 7:12. As a kid, we always heard from 

the King James Version that we’re supposed to do unto others as we would 

have them do unto us. At Hardin, we read out of the English Standard 

Version, and here is what it says. 

 

Scripture 

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to 

them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

 

 



(Prayer) 

Father, anoint us with Your presence and bless this time together as I 

stand here on the stage of these church facilities. Thank You for the 

technology that we have today so we can literally meet in our homes and 

not be separated, but we can be together. Father, do not let me be a 

speaker only or us be hearers only, but let us be doers of Your Word. Open 

the heart of every worshipper who is listening this morning because this is 

an awesome opportunity that we’re living in. Even though we would not 

have prayed for this or wished for this, You are going to give Christians an 

opportunity to imitate what You would do. Bless us this morning, in Christ’ 

name we ask it, amen. 

 

There are some dates we will never forget. One of the dates my generation 

will never forget is December 31st, 2019 because for the first time, we 

understand that an epidemic broke out in Wuhan China. At that time as we 

were celebrating the coming of a new year making our New Year’s 

resolution, we had no idea that within a few months that epidemic would 

turn into a global pandemic. On March 11th, 2020, the World Health 

Organization has declared a global pandemic of the coronavirus. Therefore, 

this morning we are meeting together, but meeting differently. I want to 

make sure you understand we are not hiding as a church. We are we 

compromising as a church. We are we panicking as a church. While we are 

striving to see the world through the glasses of God's Word, and we know 

God wants us to always live by a simple principle, and that is to do unto 

others as we would have those others do unto us. Jesus told us that the 

greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart, all our soul, and 

all of our mind, and then He says the second commandment is to love our 

neighbor as ourselves. Jesus told His disciples, I'm giving you this 

commandment to love one another as I have loved you. Then He talked 

about greater love has no man than this, than to lay down his life for his 

friends. You and I are ministering now as a Christian in a time that we've 

never had before. In my lifetime, I don’t recognize there was ever a time 

where there was a global pandemic, so as your pastor and shepherd, I'm 

going to ask you to heed and listen to what God has laid on my heart as 



we literally go out of the classroom into the laboratory of the world and we 

practice loving our neighbor as ourselves, we practice loving God with all of 

our heart, soul, and mind, and we live out this principle of doing unto 

others as we would want them to do unto us.  

Here are four things we’re going discuss to show, not just our Christian 

neighbors, but our non-Christian neighbors, show the world that we love 

them, and love them with the love of Christ.  

1. Submit to God’s deacon.  

2. Be God’s body.  

3. Proclaim God’s message.  

4. Trust God’s purposes.  

 

Submit to God’s Deacon 

I labored hard over this decision for us not to meet publicly in a large 

gathering this morning. I desperately wanted us to come together. But 

God’s deacon, Kentucky Governor Beshear asked us not to meet as a 

church this morning and to practice something called social distancing. 

We’re not hiding, panicking, or compromising. We’re doing what God says 

through His letter to the church at Rome. The reason we’re meeting in our 

homes this morning is because we recognize He has a deacon, a servant, 

and that is government. He has actually ordained government to be a 

deacon of His, a minister of His, because government is actually good for 

all of society. Governor Beshear believes that it is best for us as churches 

to practice social distancing and not gather publicly. As a pastor, I'm 

submitting to God’s deacon. I am so thankful that we have a good deacon! 

Yes, there are countries around the world where the deacons aren’t good, 

but our deacon is good because he is of the people, by the people, and for 

the people. We gather in our homes and I stand before you through 

technology, and I'm going to submit myself to the leadership because I'm a 

Christian, but I'm also a citizen of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and we 

are one of the United States of America. It’s so important in this day as this 

global pandemic possibly comes to Western Kentucky that we submit to 

our governmental leaders. We have to trust that they know some things 



that we do not know. We have to trust the decisions they're making are for 

our public good. This is not a time for us to think about being a Republican 

or a Democrat, or an Independent. This is a time for us to understand we 

are Christians, we imitate Christ as citizens of Kentucky, and we live in the 

United States of America. Therefore, we’re going to love our neighbor. 

Every person who attends Hardin Baptist Church, listen to me; I'm asking 

you to submit to God’s deacon. What He calls the government, His deacon, 

is the same word we use to talk about those men who serve us. I kid them 

often about having dirty feet; they are the ‘dirty footed’ ones. They are the 

servants. Governor Beshear, his staff, President Trump, and his staff are 

trying to serve us. As a Christian, let’s do what Christ would do and that is 

imitate Him and show our neighbors how much we love them by 

submitting to what our leaders say to us.  

Be God’s Body 

When I think about this and Jesus when He was here on the earth, He 

represented God. He was the fullness of deity, bodily. When He walked on 

this earth, God walked on this earth. I have noticed that Jesus never ran 

away from sickness. Jesus never ran away from disease, even those that 

were contagious. Now He walked wisely, but He didn’t run away from sin, 

sickness, or disease. I think He's an example for us. Sue, who is a part of 

our Women’s Rooted Ministry, said it best the other night when she said, 

“You know, we’re going to be wise and we’re not going to run from this 

pandemic, but we’re not going to run to it.” That’s exactly right. We are 

going to be God’s body. Literally, as Jesus was the body of God and we 

saw God in person in Christ, this community is going to see Christ. Do you 

know where they will see Christ? They will see Christ in you and me. We’re 

going to be in grocery stores, gas stations, hospitals, and we've got to 

remember that we must imitate Christ. Just as when Evie Kate was doing 

that cheer in the living room in her home and I applauded her, she 

corrected me and said she was Kennedy. You're going to want to act like 

you in the flesh; please do not. Let’s imitate Christ and be the Christian 

that we are.  

What does that look like? When we go into the grocery, a restaurant, or 

any store, we’re going to do unto others as we would want them to do 



unto us. Which means what? We’re going to share. Don’t buy all the toilet 

paper! Did you hear me? Listen…it’s ok to have toilet paper in your house, 

but we only need about two weeks of toilet paper. Don’t buy two month’s 

supply of toilet paper. Don’t buy two years supply of toilet paper. Please! 

When you walk into that store, do what you want others in that store to do 

and that’s just buy what we need, don’t buy what we want. Let’s not panic! 

One of the reasons the European countries are having a crisis is because 

we have overrun the medical facilities. We have overrun their ability to 

serve the public. Let’s not do that as Christians. Please, the trucks are 

going to continue to run in our area. They will come every Monday and 

Thursday. What you need will be restocked. But we need to be the body of 

Christ, and we need to share, not just share what we have with our family, 

but with our neighbors, and most importantly, we need to share what the 

store has. We don’t need to horde things. We need to be the ones who 

don’t cause a panic because we’re Christians. We have a worldview and we 

recognize that we get to be God’s body.  

Let’s not just share; let’s serve. According to historians, one of the things 

they believe that led to the growth of Christianity during the Roman Empire 

was there were three plagues that hit in the early days of Christianity, and 

the churches, the Christians didn’t run from that; they stayed and they 

served. As a matter of fact, in AD, the Emperor Julian asked the Hellenists 

(pagans, non-Christians) why we don’t serve like the Galileans did. The 

Galileans was a reference to Christians. What spread Christianity 

throughout the Roman Empire was the pagans saw Christians not running 

away, but standing and serving. They did this selflessly. Why? They did it 

because they imitated Christ. They knew the heart Christ had for the 

community, and that’s the heart we have to have. Please listen to me. Let’s 

serve our community, but let’s practice social distancing and stay about six 

feet from each other. Let’s wash our hands often. When we cough, let’s 

cover our mouths. Let’s serve other. During Martin Luther’s day, there was 

a tremendous plague that swept through the continent of Europe. People 

starting to leave the continent and Martin Luther challenged the church to 

not run. He said if you are a doctor, stay and serve. Many doctors put their 

lives on the line to serve. He told the pastors not to flee, but stay and 

shepherd your people. He said you have a Christian duty and God just 



might take your Christian duty and turn it into a cross. Jesus told us if 

we’re going to follow Him, we have to bear our cross.  

We have a lot of people in this community who’s duty will be turned into a 

cross. I want us to pray and serve those people in the medical community. 

We have many doctors, nurses, and medical personnel in this area, and if 

our health care system got overrun, we need to pray for them because 

they will selflessly serve and put themselves in the forefront of this 

pandemic. So please pray and not run from this. If you're a business 

owner, please don’t get selfish. If you're an employee, don’t be selfish; let’s 

be Christians. This is the opportunity for us to understand this will pass. 

We’re living in a different time, but this is not a time for the body of Christ 

to think selfishly; this is the time to think about our community and the 

awesome opportunity God is going to give us. We’re going to share, serve, 

and be selfless in what we do if this pandemic comes to Western Kentucky. 

Please, don’t take these next two weeks with the school closings and think 

because we live in the greatest country on the earth and we have the 

means that we can just plan a vacation and run somewhere else in this 

country and then come back. If we’re going to be God’s body, we have to 

stay healthy and try to avoid being sick. If we get sick, it’s possible to give 

this to someone else. Don’t listen to those people who tell you this is just 

like the flu. This is not just like the flu. When you have the flu, you know to 

stay away from people because you know you’ve got the flu. You know 

you're contagious when you know you’ve got symptoms. This coronavirus 

is different. It can be spread when you don’t know you have it. Let’s be the 

body of Christ these next few weeks. Let’s make decisions that are not 

selfish. Let’s make decisions that are selfless and show our neighbor that 

we love them as we love ourselves and we love God with all our heart, 

soul, and mind. We have to practice that greater love, even if it means 

some of us have to sacrificially lay down our life for our friends, we’re 

going to do that because we’re not going to be selfish; we are going to 

imitate Christ during this pandemic.  

 

 



Proclaim God’s Message 

This dawned on me last night as I was changing my message trying to get 

a word to you. While this pandemic surprised us, it did not surprise God. 

He knows how to handle pandemics because He handled the first one. He 

told us in the garden not to eat of that tree. What did we do? We ate of it. 

When we disobeyed Him, we brought sin into the world. As a result of that 

sin, death passed upon all men for all sinned. This is not the first, nor will it 

be the last global pandemic. The first was a pandemic of sin and it spread 

to all men. God decided not to give us a vaccine; He decided to give us a 

cure. In order to cure us of sin, He sent His Son into a sin cursed world. Do 

you realize what it cost God to let His Son come? He loved us that much. 

Have you thought about what Jesus did? Jesus took on a body just like 

ours that was susceptible to disease, sin, sickness, and death. He lived 

victoriously in that body to set the example for us so that we as Hardin 

Baptist Church would know how to life this out in our community. It 

ultimately cost Jesus His life, but He lay it down so there could be a cure 

for sin. For see, sin spiritually kills us spiritually first, we’re separated from 

God. Many people in our community are terrified of this virus, and we 

should respect it, but what our community really has and don’t know they 

have is this thing called sin. They're not spiritually sick; they are spiritually 

dead. They are separated from God; and if they die in this condition, they 

will face eternal death and be separated from God forever and ever. There 

are a lot of people thinking about sickness, disease, and death who never 

think about that. This is not the time for the church to just think about 

Christians who might die from this who might be close to us. We want to 

be respectful toward them and do everything we can do to keep from 

bringing this to someone, but who we really need to be concerned about is 

the many people around the world who don’t know Jesus Christ. When 

they die, it may not be of the coronavirus, but they're going to die one day 

and they will slip into eternity lost if they don’t know Christ. They will 

spend eternity separated from God forever, so I plead with you to not only 

submit to God’s servant, not only be God’s body, but let’s proclaim God’s 

message. Let’s take the cure that we know cured sin to the world, and let’s 

not be brash. Let’s not be irreverent. Let's just look for those opportunities. 

While we’re practicing social distance and staying six feet away, we’re still 



going to practice emotional and spiritual intimacy. You can hear them 

talking and feel their concern, and because of the intimacy you just opened 

up because of this virus, you can tell them about another virus called sin. It 

is deadly. It’s not a 1% death rate, or 3 or 7% death rate; it’s 100% death 

rate. But if you get cured, when you die you don’t really die; you just 

immediately go into the presence of God. Because of that, it causes many 

Christians to be flippant. We know that when we die we’re going to 

Heaven, so we don’t take things seriously sometimes. We need to take this 

seriously, not only for us, but for those who do not know Jesus Christ. So, 

while we’re practicing social distancing, join me in psychological and 

spiritual intimacy. 

Trust God’s Purposes. 

Yes, let’s show our neighbor we love them. Let’s do unto them as we 

would want them to do unto us. Let’s submit to God’s deacon. Let’s be 

God’s body. Let’s proclaim God’s message, but let’s trust God’s purpose. On 

December 31st, 2019, and on March 11th, 2020 when the World Health 

Organization declared a global pandemic, do you know where God was? He 

was at the same place He was when He watched His Son die to cure us of 

our sin. He's sitting on the throne of the universe. He's the sovereign Lord 

of the universe, and we know He's got a will and He's got a purpose. 

Everything that happens in this world has been ordained by God either 

through cause or allowing. We’re not going to debate whether God is 

causing this or allowing this; it doesn’t matter. What is important is God 

will take this bad thing, just like when Joseph’s brothers wanted to do bad 

to him and God allowed it. Bad things happened to Joseph, but ultimately 

he stood as the ruler of a nation that not only saved a pagan nation, but 

saved his people. God will take this thing that sounds bad, that is worse 

than the flu, and He will have a sovereign purpose for it because God 

doesn’t want people to just be concerned about their physical life; God 

wants people to be concerned about their soul. While that physical body 

will die, that soul will either spend an eternity in a place called Heaven or a 

place called Hell. God does not want anyone to perish but all come to life. 

Please know God is going to have a sovereign purpose for this, not just for 

us, but for the people of the world. Please, let’s trust God’s purposes.  



I pray the Spirit of God has taken this word that was burned in my heart 

from God and I'm asking you, as someone who attends or respects this 

church, to take very seriously this mandate. My little granddaughter with a 

smile on her face wanted to be Kennedy Baker, and she was doing her 

best as a four year old to imitate her. We have this responsibility and that 

is to imitate Jesus Christ when we walk into a store or business, or stand 

before our family, or go to work, making decisions that will affect a lot of 

people. Do what you think what Christ would do, and do to others what 

you would want them to do to you if they were making that decision.  

 


