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The great big picture of me and my dad I have on the wall behind my desk 

is one of my favorite pictures that I have. I can't tell you how many times 

when I'm working and things aren’t going the way they should, I just turn 

around and glance at that picture. One of the things I love about it is it 

was at my ordination service. It is a picture of my dad praying over me. 

The reason I love this picture is because I've got a good dad. I know that 

no matter what I'm going through, my dad is for me, he loves me, he cares 

for me, and I could call him day or night and he would come running. I 

have a good dad. When I look at that, I'm just reminded of that. The truth 

is I'm not the one who printed out this picture. The guy who printed out 

this picture is a guy who didn’t have a good dad. In fact, he was in the 

audience during my ordination service, and as my dad came and prayed 

over me, this guy was sitting in the seats you're sitting in and God, His 

heavenly Father, began to speak to him. His whole life, he grew up not 

knowing his biological father. He had this hole because his dad never 



showed up for him. His dad was never for him. He never loved him. He 

didn’t care about him. All of his life, there has been that void because he 

didn’t have a good father who was there, who encouraged him, or who 

said I'm proud of you. In that moment, when he saw my dad pray over 

me, his heavenly Father began to impress upon him the truth that he has a 

Father. Maybe not an earthly father, but he has a heavenly Father who has 

always been for him and has been working all things for his good, who has 

poured out His grace and mercy, and He has protected him, cared for him, 

and cherished him. He's had a heavenly Father all the way through. He 

said in that moment, God showed me that when I thought all my life I 

didn’t have a father that it was not true. All my life I've had a good, good 

Father who is in Heaven, who loves me, and cares for me.  

What we’re going to talk about this morning is God, our Father. As we say 

that, there is probably mixed emotions because for me, when I hear the 

term, father, it’s nothing but positive because I have a good father. He's 

for me, loves me, he's proud of me and he showed up. But for some of 

you, when you hear that term, God our Father, you pull back a little bit. 

You cringe a little bit because when you think about father, you don’t think 

about love. You don’t think about someone showing up; you think about 

somebody being absent. You think about somebody who wasn’t there, 

somebody who didn’t come to you game, who never said good job. There 

is this absence, so it’s hard for you to think about God as a Father because 

you haven’t seen a good example of what a father looks like. What I want 

us all to feel this morning is that whether you’ve had a good father, or a 

bad earthly father, the truth is if you are in Christ, you have a better Father 

in Heaven. You have a perfect Father who is for you, who loves you and is 

there. He cares, He protects, and He's working all things out for your good 

so you would be more like His Son, Jesus, to the praise of His glory. If 

you're in this room thinking, I don’t know that I have a father; God wants 

to say yes you do. If you're in Christ, you have Me as your heavenly Father 

and I love you. Let’s read how Jesus tells us to pray in Matthew 6.  

 

 



Scripture 

 Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.” 

 

 

(Prayer) 

Our Father in Heaven, we pray to You. We want to exalt Your name. We 

want to lift You high. We do pray that, that Your Kingdom come, Your will 

be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Father, show us the truth that Jesus 

tells us to call You our Father. Let us feel that this morning. Let us believe 

that this morning. Let us worship, love, trust, and walk with You, our 

Father. We pray this in Jesus good name, amen. 

 

 

The truth is God is not gendered; God is Spirit. He is not male or female, 

but God reveals Himself to us in Scripture in a masculine term. He reveals 

to us as Father. We address Him as our heavenly Father, but what does 

that mean exactly? There are a lot of ways that could have gone with this 

sermon, a lot of things we could have talked about, but we wanted to 

make it very worshipful. Instead of getting very technical in what all that 

means, I want to show twelve different characteristics and actions about 

God our Father. As we walk through these scriptures, my hope is that 

whether you’ve had a good dad or a bad dad, you would see you have a 

heavenly Father who loves you, who cares for you, and who you can trust, 

walk with, and celebrate because if you are in Christ, you are a child of 

your heavenly Father. We are going to walk through twelve things about 

God our Father.  

 

 



1. The LOVE of Our Father 

We could preach a whole sermon on this. Just think for a moment of the 

verse we sang, “How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all 

measure; that He would give His only Son to make a wretch (that is you 

and me) His treasure.” That is the love of our Father. Notice what is says in 

1 John chapter 3. “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that 

we should be called children of God; and so we are.” John is saying see 

what kind of love you’ve been given. He's saying, church, here's what you 

need to know. You’ve been given love. You have a Father who loves us. 

How do we know that? We know that because He's given us His love. What 

does His love do for us? It allows us to be His children. We are His kids. 

God’s love has made us into His children so we can be called the children 

of God. The love of God made you a child. How did God’s love do that 

because there was separation? You're sinful; He's holy. How does a holy 

God make sinful kids His own and be heirs of the Kingdom? It’s in John 

3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that 

whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” We 

see the love of God on display, the reality that God made us His kids 

through the death of His Son. Think about that for a moment. God made 

us His kids at the death of His Son. He gave His only Son on a cross so that 

you and I could sons and daughters of the King, so that we, through Jesus, 

could say our Father! You’re our Father; we’re Your children because You 

gave Jesus to die for us so that You could reconnect us back to You so that 

we could be Your family. The love of God was a specific love, a love that 

made us kids. We are kids before our heavenly Father.  

2. The GRACE of Our Father 

In Ephesian 1:1-6, Paul says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ…” So, we’re supposed to bless the Father. We’re supposed to 

sing praise to His name. We should bless Him because He's the Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Why are we blessing Him? Look what the Father has 

done, “…who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places…” So we bless the Father because He has blessed us in 

Christ with all of the spiritual blessings in the heavens in Christ Jesus. The 

Father has blessed us, so we bless the Father. In what ways did He bless 



us? How did these blessings come to us? It says, “…even as he chose us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before him.” Before God started laying the foundations of the 

earth, He chose us. He set His love upon us. If you're in Christ that means 

before the foundation of the world, God chose you. He set His covenant 

love upon you. He loved you before He began building the world. That’s 

God’s love, a love that chose you because you wouldn’t first choose Him. 

He, in His love, chose us before the foundation of the world so that we 

would be holy and blameless. We would be moved from sinners to saints. 

We would move from making a mess of our lives to being whole, complete, 

holy, and blameless so we would be more and more like Christ. What did 

He do after choosing us? It says, “In love He predestined us…” He had a 

predetermined plan for your life. What was the plan? It was that you would 

be adopted. In love, He predestined you for adoption. He wanted you to be 

part of the family. You were fatherless, hopeless; you weren’t part of the 

family of God, but God in His love set a preplan in action that you would be 

adopted by Him through His Son Jesus Christ. It says, “…for adoption to 

himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will…” 

It is something that God did for this reason, “…to the praise of His glorious 

grace…” That is why He chose us, why He predestined us so that we see 

the grace of our Father. It is the grace that chose us, the grace that loved 

us, the grace that had a plan for us, so that when we think about out 

salvation, we praise the grace of God. The grace of God took us, who 

deserve Hell, and gave us Heaven. We, who didn’t have a family, brought 

us into the family of God. That is the grace of our heavenly Father. He's a 

gracious Father. He has given you His grace. We've hinted at it, but now 

we are going to see we are adopted by our Father.  

3. ADOPTED by Our Father 

In Galatians chapter 4, it says, “But when the fullness of time had come, 

God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem 

those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” 

So here in real time, God sends Jesus who would be under the Law and He 

would obey the Law, so that through Jesus, we could be adopted into the 

family of God. Verse 6 says, “And because you are sons, God has sent the 



Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” We talked about 

the trinity last week. Just look at the Trinitarian language. God the Father 

had sent the Spirit of His Son. You see the whole trinity working out that 

we, through the Son, by the Father, would have God the Holy Spirit in us. 

What does God the Holy Spirit in us allow us to do? We cry out “Abba 

Father!” That word, Abba, is not a formal title. It’s an informal title that a 

kid says to their parents. It’s not just holy Father; it’s Dad. We, as kids of 

the King, can come into His presence and call Him Dad. He's our Father, 

but we are close to Him. He's not far away. We are near to Him and it 

happened through adoption.  

One of the organizations that me and my wife love being a part of is ‘Hope 

That Binds.’ It’s an adoption organization that helps with grants for families 

to be able to afford adoption and works with parents going through 

adoption. They have a banquet every year that we always love to go to. 

One of the things I love about the banquet is to hear the parents tell the 

stories of when they adopted their kids. The stories are always a long 

drawn out process. It always starts with we got a desire to adopt and 

started the process, and then ‘years’ later, through a lot of time, money, 

hardship, and tears, we finally landed in this other country and finally saw 

our little boy or girl. For the first time, we were able to hold him or her in 

our arms and know they are ours. The joy, tears, and floods of emotion of 

a kid that was fatherless, motherless, no family, now has a mother and a 

father. They have a family now, and the joy of adoption, God is taking that 

to say that is a picture of the gospel. You who were fatherless now have a 

father. I'm singing over you through a lot of time, pain, and a great price, 

and I adopted you. Now you have the right to call Me Abba Father. I am 

close to you. I am near to you.  

My little girl is four. She normally calls me Daddy. She has reverted back 

these last few weeks, and when she really wants to get my attention, she 

will say Da Da. Something about that little four year old with curly hair 

saying “Da Da, would you come dance with me?” Yep. Whatever I'm doing, 

the answer is yes! When she says that term, Da Da to me, it’s like my 

world stops and I'm all ears for whatever that little girl needs. She's my 

little girl, and I'm her father. If you said that to me, it would be very 



awkward. I would run away, not to you, but that little four year old girl can 

come up to me and say Da Da, or Daddy; she can say those endearing 

terms to me.  

God is inviting us to come to Him with an endearing term, Abba, Father. It 

means, Dad, You are close to me! You love me! We have a relationship. 

He's not far off and distant and doesn’t know you. He knows the hairs on 

your head, and He says come to Me because I am near to you. I have 

adopted you. You are my child. You can run into My presence, and I can 

be running the whole universe, but still make time for whatever you need. 

We are adopted by our Father.  

4. The CARE of Our Father 

Matthew 6:2-26 says, ““Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your 

life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what 

you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather 

into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 

value than they?” Jesus is trying to teach an anxious people. They're 

anxious and they don’t have Google on their phones or social media. Think 

about how much more ratcheted it is with us on how anxious with news on 

our phone every moment on how bad the world is. We are anxious all the 

time. What does God invite anxious people to do? Know the care of God. 

God’s got you. You're worrying about stuff that God already has in control. 

What does Jesus say? The birds don’t plant, reap, or store, but they all get 

fed. God feeds the birds. By the way, birds are probably here mainly for 

boys to shoot BB guns at. Let’s be honest; that’s what birds are here for, 

right? So if God feeds birds that are meant for BB guns, how much more 

will He feed us? How much more valuable are we than birds? God cares for 

you. He's got you. He's working in ways that you might not see, you might 

not know, so don’t be anxious; instead, trust in Him. God is caring for you 

in ways you might not even be able to see.  

5. The PROTECTION of Our Father 

In His care, we see the protection of our Father. Psalm 68:5 says, “Father 

of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.” 



God is talking about the most vulnerable, the fatherless and widows. This 

was especially so in that culture because they didn’t have any safety nets. 

They were vulnerable, yet the psalmist says God protects them. What does 

that tell us about ourselves? God is protecting us. God is there. We’re His 

kids. When we cry out, will God not come to our rescue, to our protection? 

It might not be exactly how we think it should go, but God is there and 

God is concerned. 

A few months ago, Evie Kate went through a little spell where she woke up 

with nightmares almost every night. She would wake about 2 am and 

always yell, “DADDY, DADDY, DADDY!” MY eyes came open, I would jump 

out of bed, run up the stairs as fast as I could, get to Evie Kate’s bed, and 

she would look up at me and say, “Daddy, the crabs are getting me! The 

crabs are getting me!” I look around, there are no crabs, but she thinks 

there are crabs. So what do I do? I didn’t try to convince her there were no 

crabs; I just grabbed her, pulled her tight, and said, “Daddy’s got you.” 

She went from shaking to very calmly, very restfully going back to sleep. 

See, I can hear her cry. When she cries out that the crabs are getting her, 

I come to make war on the crabs. Daddy’s got this. Daddy’s coming. I'm 

going to go protect my little girl because she's crying out.  

How much more will our Father come to our aid when He hears us cry out, 

‘Father, I'm in need!’ ‘Father, I'm desperate!’ ‘Father, I need help!’ How 

much more will He come and rescue us from things that may be imaginary 

to us, things that are unseen, or things that are seen; God is our protector. 

He protects the fatherless, He protects the widows, and He will protect His 

children. He's got us. He is going to protect us. He is a protecting God. 

That doesn’t necessarily mean He keeps you from harm, but He's walking 

right through it with you. He's got you through the other side. There's a 

Kingdom coming because we have a good Father. 

6. The GOODNESS of Our Father 

Luke 11:10-13 says, “For everyone who asks receives, and the one who 

seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. What father 

among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a 

serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who 



are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” Jesus is 

trying to teach on prayer and asking the Father. He said just think about 

your own selves. You who are evil still know how to give good gifts. When 

our kids come up and have a request, “Hey Dad, can I have a fish?” “Yes 

son,” and then he hands him a snake to bite them. What father would do 

that? What father if his son asks for an egg would give him a scorpion that 

would harm him? Of course that’s not going to happen, because fathers 

tend to give their kids the things they need. When birthdays or Christmas 

rolls around, think about how much time and energy we parents put in on 

what your kids would love. We put time, effort, and thought in it because 

we want to give our kids good gifts. How much more, the argument is, if 

we’re evil, if we have sin, how much more is a perfect Father going to give 

us the Holy Spirit if we ask? How much more is He going to give us good 

things when we ask of Him for good things? The goodness of God shows 

us that He's for us. He's going to give us the things we need when we 

need them. 

7. The SOVEREIGNTY of Our Father 

Matthew chapter 10 says, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not 

one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the 

hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more 

value than many sparrows.” By the way, the context is Jesus has just told 

them not to fear people who can destroy the body, but fear God who can 

destroy both body and soul in Hell. The context is don’t fear man, but 

instead, fear God because God is who you should live your life for, and God 

is sovereign over the whole universe. In fact, not even one bird falls out of 

the sky apart from the will of God, apart from the providence, apart from 

God’s careful insight. God has got all things. God is sovereign. He is in 

control. Do you know what that means? You have a good God who is 

sovereign, and He loves you. He is working all things out for your ultimate 

good, which is to make you more like Jesus. We have a sovereign God, 

which means He is in control and we can trust Him.  

Some of you might have noticed we have a little problem. We’re talking 

about a good God who loves us and is all powerful and sovereign over all 



things, so how is it true that my life is like it is? Why did this happen? Why 

did that happen? Why am I going through this suffering? Why is the world 

like it is? If God is good and He loves me, and He can do something about 

it, then why are we in this mess? It’s a hard tension to reconcile. We have 

a good God who is sovereign and loves us, but we see brokenness all 

around us. When I come to moments like this, I'm reminded of a dad 

moment that I had with my then two year old son, Crider. He was his two 

year birthday and I blew up a balloon for him, tied it off, and gave it to 

him. I said, “Here you go Crider; here's your balloon.” I gave him a marker 

and said, “You can write on it, draw on it, or hit it, hit your brother on the 

head with it; you can do whatever you want, but there's only one thing you 

don’t need to do. You don’t need to pop the balloon. If you pop it, it will 

ruin the whole thing.” So Crider takes it and plays with it, and then he gets 

that idea in his mind and he sees a pen on the counter. He takes the pen, 

looks up at me, and I said, “Crider, don’t pop it. If you pop it, it’s going to 

ruin it.” He had those eyes when he looked at me as if he thought I was 

holding out on him. Maybe there's candy in the balloon, like a dinosaur or 

something might come out. Popping it is what's good! So you know what 

he did. BOOM! There was a big pop, his eyes lit up, he laughed a bit, and 

then he looked down. There was just balloon residue and slobber where I 

blew it up. He looked up at me and said, “Dad, you are not good. How 

dare you give me this? I can't do anything with this. I can't play with it. I 

can't write on it. You gave me a bad gift.” In reality, I had given him a 

good gift. He just didn’t obey. He didn’t listen.  

We see in Genesis 1 and 2 a world that God gave us that was perfect. It 

was without sin, no pain, no death, no sorrow, no disease. It was a good 

world, but what did we do? We popped the balloon! We said, God, I don’t 

trust you. I've got something better. We popped it, and now, sin has 

entered the world and death through sin, and we have all sorts of pain. We 

often look at our pain and say, God You are not good. What we don’t 

realize is we are the ones who popped the balloon. Even in the midst of the 

brokenness, God still has a plan. God’s will is still working out and He is 

bringing forth the Kingdom, so the last two chapters in Revelation look a 

lot like the first two chapters in Genesis. It is back perfect like it should be, 

no more pain, no more tears; we are with our Father in paradise. God is 



getting it back. So yes, God is good, God loves you, He’s sovereign, and 

the world is broken. How do we reconcile those? We broke the world, but 

God, by breaking His Son, restores the world and you and I back to Him. 

We have a sovereign God who is good, which means we can trust Him.  

8. The TRUSTWORTHINESS of Our Father 

We see the trustworthiness of our Father in Luke 23. Think about this, an 

innocent man getting executed. This is Jesus on the cross. It says, “Then 

Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit 

my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.” Jesus, an innocent 

man getting executed on a Roman cross, says, Father, into Your hands I 

give My spirit. I trust You! This is all bad. This is all broken, but I trust You. 

In the worst situation in the universe, Jesus trusted His Father. This tells us 

that whatever we’re going through, we can trust our Father. We can say 

my life is in Your hands.  

9. The DISCIPLINE of Our Father 

Not only can we trust Him, we have a Father who loves us enough to 

discipline us. We see the discipline of our Father in Hebrews 12:7, “It is for 

discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what 

son is there whom his father does not discipline?” If you're a parent, you 

know the worst part of parenting is discipline. It’s the worst. My kids think 

it’s my favorite because we have to do it so often, but it’s not! I despise 

discipline; I despise having to get onto my kids, having to correct them so 

often. What I want to do is just have a big party, have a lot of fun, and we 

all just have a great time. But I see so many things in my kids that are 

wrong, so many errors they're committing, and because of love, I have to 

take the time to discipline them. I correct them. I have talks with them 

because I'm not just worried about their momentary happiness; I'm 

worried about their holiness. I'm worried about their wholeness, their soul. 

I want them to know the Lord. We have a God who cares enough about us 

that along with running the universe, He is disciplining you when you make 

mistakes. When you turn away, He's coming for you, He's disciplining you, 

and He is working in your life. Discipline is it’s never fun. Discipline never 

feels good, but God disciplines you because sometimes we hold little idols 



in our hands, and we love them so much that we won't turn loose of them. 

So God has to start prying our fingers off them through life circumstances, 

through hardships, so eventually we give up the idol so that we can have 

God. God is more concerned with you getting Him than just making you 

happy with the little idols that we run to. He will use discipline to get your 

eyes off of stuff and on to Him because He knows He's way better than 

anything you can have. He disciplines sometimes and He walks you 

through hardships and hard seasons to bring you to a place where you are 

more holy. In holiness, you experience the pleasures of God, and the 

pleasures of God, unlike the pleasures of sin, are forevermore. They are 

not fleeting. They never go away. They last forever.  

   10.  The WISDOM of Our Father 

Romans 11:33 says, “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how 

inscrutable his ways!” After writing chapter after chapter in Romans about 

God’s plan, mission, and the gospel, Paul gets to the end of it and says, oh 

the depth of the riches and wisdom of God! I'm trying to tell you about it, 

but truth be told, I'm not scratching the surface. I'm just going to say God 

is wise. God knows everything. Do you know what that means for us that 

our heavenly Father is wise? It means you can trust Him with your life 

because He knows better than you do. You might think if you were running 

the universe, you would do things a little differently. If I ran my life, I 

would do things differently. We look at God and say I'm not sure You know 

what You are doing. We cry out I'm not sure this is the best plan. What we 

have to remember is the depths and the wisdom and the knowledge of 

God.’ His ways are above our ways, and He knows more than we do, the 

wisdom of our God.   

   11.  The WORK of Our Father 

I love the imagery of Isaiah 64, “But now, O Lord, you are our Father;    

we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.” 

Isaiah is saying here is who You are. You, as a Father, are like a potter. 

You could imagine the Father sitting and putting His hands around a lump 

of clay. We are the clay. If you would be honest, the truth is when you first 



came to the Lord you were a messy lump of clay. There wasn’t a whole lot 

good about you. If you looked in the depths of your heart, it was a mess. 

But the good news is you have a Father who works a mess into a 

masterpiece. As He begins to mold you with His thumb and hands, it hurts 

a little bit, and He rearranges your life giving you new directions, all of a 

sudden, this lump that is unuseful becomes a pot or vessel that can be 

used for honor and become a beautiful thing because it’s made by the 

hands of God. That’s who you are. If you're a believer, you are clay in the 

hands of your Father, and your Father is making something beautiful out of 

you. We see a clear picture of how this actually happens in the New 

Testament. Ephesians 2 says, “For we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 

should walk in them.” Workmanship, or Poiema, means masterpiece. We’re 

His masterpiece, like a potter with clay, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. He 

just told us we are saved by grace apart from works. We can't do anything 

to get our salvation, but once we’re a believer, God is taking His children 

and making us into a masterpiece. Do you know why He redeemed you, 

saved you? It was not just to get you to Heaven, but that’s one of the 

great benefits; we will be in the Kingdom of God forever. It is to make you 

into a masterpiece so you could find the good works that He has prepared 

beforehand that you should walk in them. God your Father has good works 

for you to do! This week, God the Father is sending you out to do good 

works that He prepared beforehand that you would walk in them as His 

vessel to show His glory. God is working in you so that you can accomplish 

God has for you. God the Father has a purpose for you. He's got a job for 

you. He's got a mission for you. Are you leaning into the good works that 

God your Father has prepared you for, bought you for, trained you for, and 

is molding you for? Are you leaning into those good works? God wants to 

use you ultimately for His glory.  

   12. The GLORY of Our Father 

Notice what Paul says in Philippians 2:9-11, “Therefore God has highly 

exalted Him (Jesus) and bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 



on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” That’s going to happen. That’s 

what the cosmos is moving towards. That is coming. Where all creation 

everywhere will bow the knee and God the Father has given Jesus a name 

above every name so that everybody will look at Jesus and say You are 

Lord! You are sovereign. You are the King of kinds. You are the Lord of 

lords. We’re going to all make that profession, either willingly or by force, 

we will say Jesus is Lord. We sometimes forget the next part. We 

sometimes leave the Father out. Why is the cosmos moving to the point 

where we all confess Jesus is Lord? It is for a purpose. It is so we would 

call Jesus Lord, we would worship Him as Lord, we would glorify Him as 

Lord, but as we glorify Jesus as Lord, it is to the glory of God the Father! 

We as believers, as children who have been chosen, redeemed, sought, 

bought, rescued, and we are in the new Kingdom, we say thank You Jesus 

to the glory of our Father in Heaven! Our Father loved us enough to 

redeem us through His Son so that we would be people who sing and 

praise His glory forevermore. The gospel magnifies the glory of God the 

Son, and God the Spirit, and God the Father, the grand architect of our 

salvation. The final word is glory be to God the Father who has rescued us 

through His Son! That’s how we are to live.  

Jesus says in Matthew, “In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven.” Those works we talked about that God as a 

potter and you as this lump of clay, He's molding you, mixing you, making 

you into a useful vessel so that you would be a person who starts to live 

out good works, that people would notice you're different. You're more 

holy, you're living on fire, you're doing things you didn’t do before; you're 

kind now, considerate, patient, loving, and serving others. They would see 

a difference in you and your light would shine. They would see your light 

radiant. As they see your light, bask in your light, and say things about 

how great you are, it’s supposed to cause you to say let me tell you about 

my Father because this light you see is about the glory of my Father. I'm 

doing these works, but it is God in me and through me. These works are 

about God the Father. People would see you, but they wouldn’t just see 



you; they would see your heavenly Father who is working all this out for 

your good.  

When I look at that picture of me and my dad, I'm often reminded, not of 

my dad, but of the guy who didn’t have a dad. I think about how he saw 

that picture differently than I did. I just see my good dad praying over me 

because he's for me, he loves me, and he's always been there for me. 

When the guy who didn’t have a dad saw this, he didn’t see an earthly 

dad; he saw a picture of a heavenly Father. For him, this picture showed 

him he had a heavenly Father who is for him, loves him, and cares for him. 

Often when I look at that picture, I'm not just thinking I've got a good dad 

who’s praying over me; I think I've got a better dad in Heaven, a heavenly 

Father who loves me, cares for me, and working all things out for my good 

that I would live a life about His glory. That’s what we want for you this 

morning. No matter where you are, if you have a good dad or a bad dad, 

we want you to see you have a better dad in Heaven. You have a heavenly 

Father who loves you more than you could imagine. Let’s look at those 

twelve things again. 

 

 

We have a God who is our Father. He is a God of love. He loved you 

enough to give His Son on a cross so that you could be invited into His love 

and make you His child. He's a loving God. He's a gracious God. You 

deserved Hell; He gives you Heaven because He through His Son 



predestined and adopted you and chose you so that you would be part of 

the Kingdom. We see the care of God. God cares for the birds; how much 

more does He care for you? We see that God adopted you. You were 

fatherless, but now you have a family and a Father. It’s the Kingdom of 

God. We see a God who protects you. When you yell out and cry out to 

Him, He comes running. We see the goodness of our Father. We give good 

gifts; how much better is a perfect Father going to give the Holy Spirit to 

us? We have a sovereign God and nothing happens outside of His will. That 

means we can trust Him. Even Jesus on the cross, the worst moment, 

could say I trust You, I lay My life for you. We see that God disciplines us 

because He loves us enough not to worry about just our happiness, but to 

worry about our holiness. We see the wisdom of God. He knows more than 

us. We see the work of God. He's that potter; we’re the clay. He's molding 

and fashioning us so that in those good works we would glorify Him. The 

gospel, that Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father. You are redeemed to 

live works for the glory of the Father.  

Some of you came in here with a lot of baggage, a lot of holes because 

you haven’t had a good father, maybe you haven’t even known your 

father. But we see in Scripture that if you're in Christ, you have a heavenly 

Father. He is good. If you’ve got a good dad like me, let it be said you 

have a better Father in Heaven who is perfect, who is for you, and loves 

you and working all things out so that you would live a life that glorifies 

Him. We are not fatherless. We have a Father, a Father in Heaven who 

Jesus invites us to say Abba Father because we’re His kids. Our Father 

loves His kids.  


