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If you didn’t know the song, The B-I-B-L-E, has three verses, let me tell 

you this story. The first year Matt was at Vacation Bible School, I asked 

him to do my favorite song, The B-I-B-L-E. He only did the first verse and 

he quit. I looked at him and said, “Where’s the second verse?” He didn’t 

know there was a second verse to it. I had to scold him in front of all the 

Bible School kids and had to teach him the second verse. So the next night, 

he comes back with a big grin on his face. He does the first verse, then the 

does the second verse, and when I get ready to go on stage, he didn’t 

quit! He just keeps playing…he actually wrote that third verse to The B-I-B-

L-E. Thank God for Matt that we now have three verses!  

Thank you for being here this morning, and I pray that the Holy Spirit 

opens our eyes to the truth of what we want to accomplish this year with 

our new sermon series called 20/20 Vision in 2020. Now, it’s obvious you 



realize that I do not have 20/20 vision. If I had 20/20 vision, I would not 

preach in front of you every week with my glasses. I just want you to know 

my vision is not that bad. I still recognize every person, even in the back 

rows. I can't tell a lot of details about you until I put my glasses on, but 

the moment I put them on, I have 20/20 vision. I asked Dr. Reed 

yesterday if I could say I had 20/20 vision when I have to look at the world 

through glasses. He said, “You can say you have corrective 20/20 vision.” 

These glasses correct my vision so that I do not see blurry things; I see 

things clearly. If I want to see clearly, I need to look at you, my Bible, or 

the things I am doing on the farm through my glasses. It’s amazing how 

quickly you learn to adjust to corrective vision. There are times I know I 

don’t have my glasses on because I can't see things clearly. Things are 

blurry and I recognize it quickly, so begin to hunt for where I laid my 

glasses. Normally, they're close by because I've just learned I don’t want to 

live without them. Those of you who wear glasses, you know that 

sometimes this happens. I get so used to my glasses that I don’t even 

realize I have them on, so when I get ready to do something, I look for my 

glasses, and duh, they are already on! I recognize, I admit, it’s tough; I 

need these.  

As we continue in this new sermon series, I hope you will be like me and 

be humble and admit with it comes to life, when it comes to seeing 

yourself, your spouse, your children, grandchildren, family, church, 

community, your state, nation, and world, you don’t see clearly. You, like 

me, need corrective vision. I'm standing before you this morning telling 

you with all of my heart that I believe God has given us the corrective lens 

we need to see the world as we should see it, and that’s the B-I-B-L-E. 

Over the next few weeks, we’re going to talk about our need of corrective 

vision, our need to see the world through the lens of God's Word. I hope 

you'll make the commitment to quit looking at the world through human 

philosophy, human experience, or human imagination and will start looking 

at the world through the lens of God’s divine revelation to us of Himself in 

His Word. If you're ready, let’s begin to examine some scriptures this 

morning. Let’s be thankful that God comes along and corrects our vision so 

that we can see the world as He sees it. Paul is writing to a young man 

who has leadership responsibilities in a church, and he reminds him of the 



importance of him continuing in the things he's learned and believed from 

childhood, even to remember from whom he has learned them. Many 

people believe that is his mother and grandmother who Paul points out in 

the first chapter of the first letter to Timothy, but no doubt, there were 

many people who were instrumental in shaping Timothy to begin to see 

God and the world through the lens of what the Jews called their Bible, 

their scared writings. Paul reminded Timothy that the sacred writings 

actually made him wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Is that 

not amazing? Standing on this side of the cross, we could actually read the 

first thirty-nine books of the Bible, the Jewish Bible, and we could clearly 

understand that God ordained that one day a Messiah would come, would 

die on a cross to redeem us from sin, and we could be made right with 

God through personal faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and our Savior. Paul 

is confident that the books of the Bible can point us to salvation in Christ, 

even those first thirty-nine.  

Paul doesn’t stop there. He then reminds Timothy of something. He doesn’t 

just refer to the sacred writings, he doesn’t just refer to the thirty-nine 

books of the Old Testament, but he says, “All Scripture.” Now, you know I 

was raised in a small country church out in the county and I cut my teeth 

on the KJV of the Bible, and I still love that translation, even though today 

I read out of the ESV and as a church, we read out of the ESV. So, when I 

quote this from memory, I'm going to quote it from the KJV, “All Scripture 

is given by inspiration of God.” I hear that word that all Christians know; 

the Bible, God's Word, is inspired by Him. When we think of inspiration, we 

think about breathing into someone and them writing the very words of 

God. This word, inspiration, is actually a Greek word for those in the 

medical community get our word for the respiratory system. You know that 

if you have a respiratory problem and you have to go to the doctor, you're 

having trouble breathing. It could be inhaling, exhaling, but there is 

something wrong with your lungs, your respiratory system. That’s the word 

that’s used here. I want you to note that the ESV doesn’t translate this like 

the KJV did in 1611. It says, “All Scripture is breathed out by God.” Why 

the difference? The word here in the Greek language is actually the word, 

theopneustos, which is a compound word meaning ‘God breathed.’ It 

means breath. It means spirit. Here's what Paul is talking about, what he 



wants Timothy to know. He's got a document, some writings, a book, so to 

speak, that’s authored by God. The origin, the source, of this book is not 

man; it’s God and it carries the very breath of God. It’s the very Word of 

God. Can I just say this on the record? I know it’s not theologically correct, 

but I want to say it and then correct it. I believe God to be a man of His 

Word, so to speak. Except I need to say it this way, God is a God of His 

Word, amen? I want to make sure you understand this. I know we’re 

Christians, but do you look at life through the lens of God's Word? The 

Bible said all Scripture is the very Word of God. See, this Bible I hold in my 

hand, the source of this book, the source of these word, is God. While it’s a 

divine book, it’s also a human book. That’s what the King James writers are 

trying to say, that this very book, the very writings we hold in our hand 

that we call sacred, God inspired the men who wrote those words. They 

weren’t writing their words; they were writing the very words of God. We 

believe that. But make sure you understand that the process of inspiration 

here is not what Paul is talking about. Paul is talking about the source of 

inspiration, and the source of inspiration is God. Before God ever breathed 

into the men who spoke and wrote God's Word, God's Word first came out 

of Him. So just imagine this…you can have corrective vision this morning. 

You can make the choice to look at life, every part of life, from God’s 

perspective and see life the way God intends life to be. Wow!  

Now, let’s admit that yes, it’s a human book, but I want to tell you what 

Peter said about this book. If you will turn to 2 Peter 1:20-21, listen to 

what Peter wrote when he penned these words, “…knowing this first of all, 

that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 

For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” I want to give you 

the context. Peter has just said, hey church, make sure you understand 

this. No man that ever spoke a prophecy spoke because he, on his own, 

authored that prophecy. He spoke as he was moved by God, and the Holy 

Spirit just came and carried him along. Peter believed that the Old 

Testament prophets who spoke God's Word actually had the Holy Spirit of 

God divinely guiding them, divinely enabling them to speak. So when they 

speak, even though it was their words, it was the very words of God. Now, 

the context is Peter has just been talking about that day he stood with 



Jesus on a mountain. Jesus Christ in human form was glorified among him 

and two others. Can you imagine that? I call it mountain majesty. Can you 

imagine being in a worship service when all of a sudden Jesus’ human 

nature can no longer hide His deity and His deity just shines through His 

humanity so that you're beholding the glory of the Son of God? A could 

overshadows the mountain, and out of the cloud came a voice that said, 

“This is My beloved Son, listen to Him. In Him, I am well pleased.” 

Everyone knows whose voice that was; it was the voice of God. Peter said 

just as sure as I was standing on the mountain that day and I heard the 

voice of God testify about Jesus, I want you to know that we have the 

prophetic word which is fully confirmed more than that word. Whoa! Did 

you hear that? Peter already believed there was a prophetic word that had 

been spoken and written, and he was more confident in that word being 

God's Word than he was in actually hearing the very Word of God that day 

on the mountain. Wow! I just want to make sure you understand this. 

When I put these glasses on, I have great confidence in them because 

they correct my vision so that I can see you clearly and I have 20/20 

vision. But I am more confident of this, that when I look at my world 

through the Bible, I am looking at the world God created. I am looking at 

the world that God sovereignly is Lord over, and I see it as He sees it, and 

you do too. It’s a human book, but it’s more than that; it’s a divine book. 

God guided the men who wrote the book so that the words they wrote 

were the words of God.  

I want to show you something really neat. Turn to Hebrews 3:7-11. I think 

this is actually not a letter, but a sermon that got put in written form, so 

you’ve got to imagine the preacher is preaching this sermon to a church. 

It’s a Jewish church that is struggling outside the city of Rome, and they’ve 

got many of their Jewish friends coming to the church. As persecution is 

beginning to break out, some of them are tempted to go back into Judaism 

instead of following Christ. So the preacher is going to go back to the Old 

Testament and remind them of the story of the children of Israel, how God 

led them out of Egypt, and how many of them that came out of Egypt 

never actually entered into the Promised Land. So he's warning them to 

make sure their faith is real and not to harden their hard when God reveals 

Himself to you. In verse 7, he's going to quote Psalm 95:7-11. Hebrews 



says, “Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice, do 

not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the 

wilderness, where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for 

forty years. Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said, ‘They 

always go astray in their heart; they have not known my ways.’ As I swore 

in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest.’” Let's go back to verse 7. 

Notice that when the preacher starts preaching and quotes the Old 

Testament, he doesn’t say turn your bibles to Psalm 95. He just says “as 

the Holy Spirit says.” So who did the writer believe authored the book of 

Psalm? He believed the Holy Spirit did. So who is the author of the Bible? 

The Holy Spirit of God. That’s exactly what Peter said. He said the Holy 

Spirit came along and took these men who were human, and when they 

got ready to speak, He supernaturally guided them. The word literally says 

he just picked them up and carried them to guarantee that in their 

humanness, they would still speak God's Word and not their words.  

Now go to Hebrews 4:7. “…again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” 

saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” Tell me you see 

this. In the same lesson, the same sermon, the preacher attributes Psalm 

95 to the Holy Spirit and he also attributes it to David. David was the 

human author of Psalm 95, but he was inspired by, carried by, the Holy 

Spirit so it’s actually the Holy Spirit who authored the very Word of God. 

Can I remind you who He is? He is the third person of the triune Godhead, 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Guess where he 

lives. He lives inside me. My body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Paul tells 

me in 1 Corinthians that because of the Holy Spirit, I actually have the 

ability to have the very mind of Christ. I have the ability to think like Christ 

in all situations. Why? Because I know the author of the book. I want to 

make sure you understand this. If we are believers, we know the author of 

the book. This gives us an advantage that people who don’t know Christ 

don’t have.  

I remember several years ago when I was a student a Mid-Continent 

Baptist Bible College. In the summer, they invited the preeminent historical 

premillennial scholar to come and teach that summer. It was a man by the 



name of George Beasley Murray who taught the book of Revelation in 

China, Russia, and all over the world. He is on par with George Eldon Ladd, 

and he was coming to Mid-Continent in Mayfield and I took his class. I 

couldn’t wait for that class to start. It was two months, eight weeks of an 

intensive study of the book of Revelation and I was going to get to study 

under Dr. George Beasley Murray. I just happened to be at the Southern 

Baptist Convention that summer before the class started, and when I was 

at the bookstore, his commentary on Revelation was on sale. I had this 

profound thought…if this preeminent scholar of the world is going to come 

to Mid-Continent and teach a class on the book of Revelation, he's probably 

going to require the book he wrote as his textbook, so I bought the book 

and started reading it. When Dr. Murray finally got there, we started class, 

but I've got to be honest with you, I got about one-third of the way into 

that commentary before the class ever started, so I already had about four 

or five things that I didn’t understand. I couldn’t wait for us to get to that 

part of the class. So one day after class, I just said, Dr. Murray, can I ask 

you something? Here we went. I sat down and started asking him about 

his book, what he meant here, and there, and he started taking me 

through it. All of a sudden, I understood what he was saying.  

I've got to be honest with you; I wouldn’t have understood it if I hadn’t 

had him telling me what it meant when he said what he said. I hope you're 

getting my point. So many of us quit reading the Bible because the 

problem is we don’t consult the author of the book, God. He is in you, and 

He wants to open your eyes to the truth of what He's written. While this is 

a human book, and every time we study a different book, we need to study 

the historical background and get to know the author because there will be 

some human things that will come out which shaped him, but the real 

author is not Paul, Peter, James, or Isaiah; the real author of the Bible is 

God. Please hear me. You have the ability to be fitted with corrective 

vision. I know this sounds arrogant, but the Christian church has the ability 

to see life as God intended life to be lived because He's the author of the 

book and we choose to look at life from His perspective.  

I want to show you one more Scripture. 1 Thessalonians 2:13-14 says, 

“And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the 



word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 

men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you 

believers. For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in 

Christ Jesus that are in Judea.” Paul tells the church at Thessalonica that I 

preached the gospel to you, I delivered the gospel to you, and I told you 

everything about Jesus Christ. He says you received the Word of God. So, I 

understand this as Paul preached the gospel, he understood the very 

words he was preaching was the Word of God. He said you accepted it. 

You didn’t accept it as being words of men, though it is the word of men. 

You accepted it as the Word of God which is now working in you. Do you 

see this? It’s a human book, but it’s more than a human book; it’s a divine 

book that’s authored by the Holy Spirit. We’re going to live in 2020 in a 

world that no longer looks at the world through the lens of the Bible, so 

there will be a lot of people living their life through the worldview of human 

experience, human imagination, and human philosophy. There will even be 

some people who will still want to add the Bible in, but they will 

misunderstand what the Bible is saying, and God is going to use you this 

year to help some folks.  

Many years ago, our church had a change of thinking when it came to the 

doctrine of baptism. We did a study on the doctrine, and we decided that 

baptism is not a denominational thing; it’s a biblical thing. As we were in 

the middle of that study, some people outside of our church started 

hearing about what we were doing here at Hardin, and one day two 

gentlemen came to my office. They weren’t a salvation by grace through 

faith group; they were a group who believed in baptismal regeneration. 

They really believed and hoped that I was moving towards baptismal 

regeneration, which I wasn’t. As we were talking and it became obvious to 

them that I wasn’t believing what they thought, all of a sudden, they 

looked around my office and saw one of my books by George Beasley 

Murray on baptism in the New Testament. They pointed to that book and 

said, “Do you like that book?” I said, “Yes.” They said, “You know that 

book disagrees with what you just said.” I said, “No, it doesn’t.” They said, 

“Yes, it does.” He reached over and grabbed the book, opened it up to the 

very page, and said, “Listen to this.” I listened and when he finished, very 

respectfully, I said, “You know, I had that same thought when I first read 



this book on baptism in the New Testament. I thought he was saying 

exactly what you're saying he said, but he's not saying that. Let me tell you 

why I know he's not saying that. I know him. I had class with him. After I 

finished my class on the book of Revelation with him, one day I was on the 

campus of Southern Seminary in Louisville KY, and I had already read his 

book on baptism, so I had the same question you had. I thought how can 

you be Baptist and say what you just said, so as he sat in a chair on the 

sidewalk enjoying the day, I said ‘Dr. Murray, excuse me.’ When he looked 

up, he said, ‘Ricky, how are you?’ I was flattered. I said, ‘Dr. Murray, I'm 

doing great, but I've got a question. It was the very question you guys 

have. Dr. Murray said to me, ‘I understand that a lot of people 

misunderstand me when I say what I say, but here's what I mean.” Do you 

know what I got to do to those two guys in my office? I got to say, “I know 

you’ve read the book, but I know the author, and he has told me 

personally what he meant when he said what he said.”  

We’re not being arrogant as Christians, but you’ve got to understand this, 

you’ve got to believe this; we have the corrective lens of God. That should 

humble us. That should cause us to realize there are a lot of people who 

will misunderstand God! They're going to make the Bible say whatever they 

want it to say! They're not going to come to the Bible and try to read from 

the Bible what God says; they're going to want to read into the Bible what 

they want the Bible to say. They're not following the God of revelation; 

they're following a God of their imagination. He's name is not Yahweh; his 

name is figment. He's a figment of your imagination, he's not the God of 

Israel, he's not the God of the church, and he's not the God of revelation 

because the God of revelation has clearly revealed Himself to us in His 

Word to us. But we have to choose, and some of us aren’t choosing to do 

this. We’ll go so far, and then human experience kicks in. We can choose 

to look at the world through the eyes of God. It’s a human book, but it’s a 

divine book and our confidence is not in a human writer; our confidence is 

in the very God who authored the book.  

Now, Paul is telling Timothy those first thirty-nine books of the Old 

Testament are inspired but God, but what about the twenty-seven in the 

New Testament? Let me give you two things. This may not prove they're 



inspired, but I think it does. Turn to 1 Timothy 5:18. It says, “For the 

Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” 

and, “The laborer deserves his wages.” The context, again, is very 

important. In the context, Paul is writing to Timothy saying a pastor who is 

doing what he's doing and he's doing it well is worthy of double honor, 

especially those who preach and tach God's Word. To prove his point, he 

quotes the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy 25:4, and that’s the 

phrase “you shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.” The 

quotation marks Timothy wrote means it is a quotation of another source. 

He's quoting the Bible, Deuteronomy 25:4. But look at that next statement, 

“…and, “The laborer deserves his wages”’. If you go to the footnotes in 

your Bible, there is probably not a footnote there. My Bible has a footnote 

that tells me if I turn to Deuteronomy 25:4, I’ll find that first verse, but I 

don’t have a footnote on the second part of the verse. The reason is 

because that second part isn’t in the Old Testament. Look what Paul says, 

“For the Scripture says ‘you shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the 

grain’ and ‘the laborer deserves his wages.”’ So you think both of those are 

Scripture, right? Guess where the second phrase comes from. Not Moses, 

but from Jesus. In Luke 10:7, Jesus made that statement, “the laborer 

deserves his wages,” and Paul quotes it to Timothy. This makes me believe 

that Paul believed the words of Jesus are the Word of God. Does that make 

sense? Our gospels are the Word of God. 

One more Scripture in 2 Peter 3:15-16 says, “And count the patience of our 

Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you 

according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he 

speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are 

hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own 

destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.” I want to make sure you’re 

following me. Peter has just been talking about how God is not willing that 

any should perish and all should come to everlasting life, so it’s the 

patience of God that causes Jesus not to come back yet and then Peter 

tells us at the second coming of Jesus we've got the hope of a new heaven 

and a new earth to look forward to. Then he follows by saying just as Paul 

talked about in his letters, and then, some of the things Paul talked about 

in his letters are hard to understand. He says the ignorant and unstable 



come along and twist Paul’s words to mean what they want them to mean. 

Look at this last phrase, “as they do the other scriptures.” If I'm reading 

this right, Peter already had some copies of Paul’s letters and he knew 

those letters were being misunderstood, just as people misunderstood the 

other scriptures. Peter puts the letters of Paul with the same weight as the 

other scriptures.  

Listen to me. We don’t just read the Bible through the thirty-nine books of 

the Old Testament. We don’t just read the Bible through the twenty-seven 

books of the New Testament. We read the full revelation of God and it’s 

both a human book, and it’s a divine book. It’s the very Word of God. If 

you believe He's a God of His word, then you can trust everything He says 

in His Word.  

Now, it’s God breathed, theopneustos, and it’s useful, beneficial; it’s 

profitable for four things.  

1. Instruction, or teaching 

2. Reproof 

3. Correction 

4. Training in righteousness 

Just about everybody that I study believes that the way Paul arranges this, 

the first two are talking about beliefs, and the second two are talking about 

behavior. Why is that important? Eventually, you'll behave what you 

believe. I can't tell you the people who have been in my office telling me 

things, and then two years later, they're contradicting what they told me 

they believed. When I ask them about what they had told me before, they 

said, “I don’t believe that anymore.” See, as long as you believe that, you 

couldn’t do that, but if you really want to do this, you’ve got to change 

what you believe. Most of us have to behave what we believe. The Bible 

says the Word of God is useful. It tells us what is right, and it tells us 

what's not right. Teaching is positive; that’s what's right. Reproof is what's 

not right. Many people don’t like the Bible because God tells us what's not 

right. We’re ok with the Bible as long as we’re reading it and it is agreeing 

with us or we’re agreeing with it. But when the Bible starts telling us what's 

not right in our life, or our spouse’s life, or our children’s life, or our 



church’s life, or our pastor’s life, or our nation’s life, or the world, we don’t 

always like that. Why does God tell us what's not right? Because the 

moment you start believing what's not right, then you're going to start 

doing what's right in your own eyes, and it’s going to be evil in the eyes of 

God. It’s going to affect the way you behave. That’s why these last two say 

the Bible is profitable and useful for correction and for training in 

righteousness. I love this! This word, correction, means to make straight 

again. Here's the thought. When you're wrong, it’s crooked. We use that 

phrase ‘he's crooked.’ If we talk about someone who’s good, we say ‘he's 

straight as a stick.’ This word means God tells us what is right, He tells us 

what's not right, so when you're reading the Bible and discover what's not 

right in your life, and if you'll stick with it, the Bible will also tell you how to 

get right. In other words, when you're crooked, if you will hang with the 

Bible and continue to look at your life through the lens of God's Word, God 

will also tell you how to get straight again, right again. That’s why many 

people don’t want to read God's Word. They don’t want to look at life 

through God's Word because they don’t want to be straight; they don’t 

want to be right. They want to live in sin; they want to be crooked, and we 

don’t understand that. It’s the truth! That’s why normally when you start 

getting into sin, sin keeps you from the Word, but if you'll stay in the Word, 

it will keep you from sin.  

I love this last phrase, training in righteousness. Once you know what is 

right and what is not, then you mess up and do what's wrong, the Bible 

tells you how to get right. Once you get right, this last phrase means God 

will teach you how to stay right. Did you hear that? In the church, if we 

look at the world through the lens of the Bible, we know what's right, 

what's not right, how to get right, how to get right when we’re not right, 

and how to stay right with Him. Why? The last verse says, “That the man 

of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” I want to give 

you my Dexter translation. It’s a paraphrase. I know this is primarily talking 

to Timothy, and Paul is writing to him as a pastor of a church, and he's 

called a man of God, like some of you call me a man of God. But I don’t 

think that’s the only meaning here. This phrase, man of God, is referring to 

someone who is possessed by God, owned by God, belongs to God. So all 

of us who belong to God, if you're a Christian and you belong to God, God 



has given us the lens of His Word to correct our vision so that we will know 

what is right, what's not right, how to get right, how to stay right so that 

ultimately we’ll be thoroughly equipped for every good work. It means so 

we will be outfitted for life. I love Western Kentucky. I love the fall. I love 

when it’s deer season and you drive down the road and all of the guys are 

outfitted to the T. We've got everything we need to kill that big buck! Then 

you see the guy going to the lake outfitted to fish. Then you see the 

mountain biker with the whole outfit on. They're ready to take the bike into 

the woods. Sometimes we brag on a girl’s outfit because she's getting 

ready to go somewhere special. We see her outfit is beautiful, and what 

we’re trying to say is you're outfitted for wherever you're going. Do you 

know what the Word of God does in our lives? It outfits us. It gives us 

everything we need for life so that every opportunity we get into, if we will 

look at the world through the lens of God's Word, we’ll be ready for that 

opportunity. Why? Because Hebrews 4:12-13 says the Word of God is alive 

and active. When you get into the Word of God, the Word of God gets into 

you. That’s why Paul told the church at Thessalonica you received the word 

from God, not just from man and it’s at work in you. The Word is alive; it’s 

not dead.  

Several years ago, I met a man who was from a country that was not 

Christian. He was here as a student at Murray State and he got introduced 

to the gospel through a friend. He heard about Hardin and started coming. 

But because of the faith of his country, he felt like there were people 

watching him, so he couldn’t just drive to Hardin. He took several roads to 

get here. He wouldn’t leave at the same time so that no one would know 

he was coming to church. He called me one day and wanted to meet with 

me. We met at a secret location and I asked him how he got to coming to 

Hardin. He was from a country in the Middle East. He said, “I started 

hanging around with a girl and she challenged me to read the Bible. She 

said if I would read the Bible, she would read my Quran. She started 

reading my Quran, so I had to start reading her Bible.” He stopped and 

looked at me and said, “Bro Ricky, you're probably going to disagree with 

me and think something is wrong with me, but every time I picked the 

Bible up to read it, it feels like it’s reading me.” Whoa! Did you hear that? 

This is a testimony of a non-Christian.  



What is your testimony? Is the word of God alive? Is it active? It’s where 

we get our word, energy, from. Is it accomplishing its sovereign purpose in 

your life? Isaiah said God said My Word will not return to Me void. Just as 

the rain and snow fall and waters the earth and reveals what is in the earth 

that is what My Word does. He said it is sharper than a two-edged sword. 

A two-edged sword is the sharpest thing they knew in this culture. It can 

actually divide, cut into, spirit/soul. Have you ever wondered where your 

soul ends and your spirit starts? The Word of God can separate them, joint 

and marrow, thoughts and intents. Why? Because the Word exposes. 

Hebrews 4:13 says one day we will stand eye to eye to God and give an 

account, and on that day, we’re going to be naked and exposed. That 

word, account, means there's going to be an audit. I don't know what you 

think you're getting by with, but one day, there's going to be an audit. It 

isn’t going to be your wife, husband, employer, or the government; it’s 

going to be God and you're going to be naked and fully exposed. This 

word, exposed, was used to talk about wrestlers wrestling. One wrestler 

would get the other by the neck and he had what we call a death grip, and 

he had to submit or lose his life. This word was used for the flaying of an 

animal, of stripping of its hide, and exposing the innerness of this animal. 

It also means to stand in court and there's a sword under your throat, and 

when you face the charges against you by the judge, if you lower your 

head and can't look at him face to face, you take your own life. You're 

going to face Him, eye to eye, and He's going to audit our lives. God wants 

you to be ready, so He's given us His Word.  

If I just now heard what I heard today and believed what I heard, here is 

what I would do. I would admit my need that I needed to learn from God's 

Word, I needed to listen to God's Word, and that I needed to live out God's 

Word. If I really believed I needed to learn and listen, and really wanted to 

live out God's Word, I can make a choice. They tell me love is a choice. I 

would choose to fall in love with God's Word because it’s the Word of God; 

it’s the very breathe of God. It’s a book that reveals who He is. It’s a book 

that reveals His creation. It’s a book that reveals His recreation. Then, and 

would do this immediately, I would look for a place where I could have 

intimacy with Him. I was in Brazil for a couple of weeks, and I love Brazil, 

preaching, teaching, and studying for almost 23/7. But there is that other 



1/7 that I'm not, so when I'm not studying and teaching, my heart is with 

my wife and she is a long way from me. The only thing hard about going 

to Brazil anymore is missing her. So I have to tell you what I do. Praise 

God for technology! Every day I had this spot and shut the doors. I 

couldn’t hear the river traffic or human traffic outside, and I would dial her 

number. It would start to ring, but there was a delay in the ring and I 

worried it wouldn’t go through. But then it would go through and it would 

ring and ring, and sometimes she wouldn’t answer, but a few times, she 

would. When she answered, I heard her voice! I can't tell you what that 

did to me. I never pulled out my phone while I was riding my motorcycle 

down the streets, or while in the middle of teaching; I would be distracted. 

I wanted to hear her because when I couldn’t see her, if I just heard her 

voice, it was all I needed. So I had a place that was my intimate place with 

my wife as I listened to how life was in Kentucky. I got to tell her how life 

was in Brazil, and we were intimate. Where is your place? Don’t give me 

this fast food drive through stuff. Where is your place where you're 

intimate with God? I'm not talking about where you pray; I'm talking about 

where you listen to God, not in your spirit, in your mind, in your heart as 

you engage Him in the Word of God. Next week, we’re going to talk about 

your place and have intimacy with God as you study His Word, as you talk 

with Him, and as He talks with you, as you listen to Him, and then you go 

life out the Word of God.  

 


