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Welcome to Hardin Baptist Church on this Christmas Sunday. I hope it feels 

more like Easter and Resurrection Sunday because this morning we are not 

traditionally celebrating Christmas in Bethlehem. We have been studying 

through he gospel of Mark and it just so happens as we go through this 

verse by verse, paragraph by paragraph, this Christmas season we are 

actually in Jerusalem. Let’s open our bibles to the gospel according to Mark 

where we will begin reading verses 15:40-16:8. So that I don’t have to 

deal with this in the sermon, we’re going to stop at the end of Mark’s 

gospel, which is verse 8, but many of you have verses at the end of Mark 

16. If you'll notice, there will be footnotes or brackets with a statement 

between verses 8 and 9. For years, we thought verses 9-20 were actually 

part of Mark, but the closer we go back to the time of Christ in the 

discovery of these manuscripts Mark had written, none of those have these 

verses in them. Next week, Kory will preach from verses 9-20 and he will 

explain why those verses are in our Bible but not actually in the original 



manuscript of Mark. They were added by someone, but in keeping with 

Mark’s gospel, we’re going to consider then end that Mark actually penned, 

not the ones penned by one of his followers or a scribe a little later on. It’s 

really important you understand that this morning. I think it will make 

sense to you why Mark does what he does as we celebrate Christmas in 

Jerusalem. If you're new to Hardin, we believe the Bible is the inerrant 

inspired Word of God. What I just said in no way takes away from the Bible 

being God's Word.  

 

Scripture 

“There were also women looking on from a distance, among 

whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the 

younger and of Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, they 

followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many 

other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. And when 

evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the 

day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected 

member of the council, who was also himself looking for the 

kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for 

the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that he should 

have already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him 

whether he was already dead. And when he learned from the 

centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. And 

Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him 

in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of 

the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was 

laid. (C. 16) When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary 

the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they 

might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the 

week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they 

were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us 

from the entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that 

the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. And entering 



the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed 

in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to them, “Do 

not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. 

He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 

But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 

Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” And they 

went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment 

had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid.” 

 

 

 

(Prayer) 

Father, we gather before You now asking sincerely for the anointing of 

Your Holy Spirit that comes to us as we teach and study Your Word. That 

unction that John talked about, the third person of the triune God living in 

us, taking Your Word and illuminating it so that we can go out and 

illustrate it to others by our lives. Father, you know we believe it was Your 

will for us not to stop and traditionally celebrate Christmas in Bethlehem 

and end Mark in January. We just felt it would be awesome to continue 

through this narrative and see Mark’s full intention. What a joy it is to be 

able to worship You knowing that that baby that was born in Bethlehem 

would grow up, demonstrate with His life that He was Your Son, carry out 

Your plan, go to a cross, and lay His life down, knowing that You promised 

Him on the third day after He had paid for our sin, You would raise Him 

victoriously from the grave. Thank You for what You did in Christ for us 

because it’s truly changed our lives. Thank You now for the life You live in 

and through us. Anoint us to hear and anoint us to speak, but above all, 

anoint us to be doers of Your Word. It’s in Your Son’s name we pray, 

amen. 

 

 



If you’ve been with us through most of this study, you know that from time 

to time when we would come to passages of Scripture, we would share 

with you how Mark had this way of starting a story telling us about 

someone, interject another story in the middle, and then go back and finish 

his story. It just looks like a sandwich. Being a sandwich guy, I'm excited 

about the next few days because my family will be celebrating Christmas, 

and starting tomorrow, we will have a huge meal at Gran and Ron’s, then 

the next day we will have a big meal at my house, and then on Wednesday 

night we will finish our Christmas celebration with a huge meal at my 

sister’s house. We don’t eat those big meals every meal. In between those 

big meals, we usually eat sandwiches, and I'm a sandwich guy. I can't help 

it; I just love sandwiches. I just love something about meat and bread, or a 

cheeseburger with just meat, cheese, and bread, nothing on it, no onions, 

pickles, lettuce, or any of that stuff. I still can't figure out when you drive 

through a restaurant and order a cheeseburger plain with nothing on it, 

how you can get a cheeseburger with an onion or pickle, or mustard or 

ketchup. I don’t understand that, it sounds so simple to me! One of my 

favorite sandwich places in town is a place called Culvers. We were there 

this week and I began to eat my sandwich, and one of my grandboys 

looked at me and realized my sandwich was different than his. He said, 

“Papaw, what are you eating?” My face lit up, I put my sandwich down, 

and I said, “Crider, I am eating a Wisconsin Swiss Melt.” Picture that in 

your mind. If you’ve ever had one of those, what that means is fresh, 

never frozen, Midwest beef, real slices of Wisconsin cheese, red tangy 

onions (but not on mine!), and this light buttered rye bread that’s grilled on 

the stove. I know that sometimes the bread holds that luscious meat 

together, but sometimes I don’t want the regular bread, I want that other 

bread. So when I went to the counter, I asked for a Wisconsin Swiss Melt, 

hold the onions. What I'm after the meat and the cheese on that rye 

bread, and it was good! Can you just see me eating that sandwich? I got 

so excited because when Celisa and Kiki came home from Paducah 

yesterday, and they brought home some fresh crescent rolls, so this week 

I'm going to have fresh croissant sandwiches in between all the big meals.  

This morning, Mark is going to serve us, and end his gospel, with a Markan 

sandwich. He starts a story about some ladies, interrupts it with a story 



about a man, and then comes back to finish the story about the ladies. 

Mark has used this literary device all throughout his gospel so that we 

would get that point so that he could feed us about Jesus, and now, we’re 

going to end Mark’s gospel on Christmas Sunday with a Markan sandwich. 

The top slice of bread is verses 40-41 of chapter 15. Then he will insert the 

meat, verses 42-46. There will be a man in the middle of this story by the 

name of Joseph, not the Joseph at Bethlehem, but Joseph of Arimathea. 

Then, he will start the story again about these ladies and finish his gospel. 

Now remember, Mark didn’t write in chapter and verses, we added that 

later. In the free flow of this ending, you have the women at the cross, the 

man before Pilate, and then it ends with the women at the tomb. In order 

for us to understand the women at the cross and the women at the tomb, 

we've got to see the man in the middle because he brings light to the 

women at the cross and at the tomb.  

Jesus has just died. The Roman centurion has just escorted those four 

other soldiers and brought Jesus to a cross and they’ve crucified. With a 

front row seat, he watched Jesus die on that cross between those thieves. 

When He finally gave His spirit to God, the Roman centurion said, “Truly 

this was the Son of God.” It was the first time in Mark’s gospel a person, 

not a demon, fully recognizes who Jesus is. Mark has accomplished his 

purpose because he's tried to get us to the cross as fast as we can because 

he wants his readers to understand you can't know who Jesus is until you 

see Him die on the cross. So when He gives His spirit back to the Father, 

lays His life down after He's taken His blood into the presence of God and 

made a sin offering that deals with our sin once and for all, when He died, 

a Roman centurion said, “Truly this was the Son of God.” Immediately, 

Mark introduces some women. They didn’t have a front row seat; they had 

a backrow seat. They were at a distance, and they were looking on, 

watching Jesus die on that cross. Mark names them, describes them: Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of and he names her two sons, and then 

Salome.  

Now, watch this; here is one of the reasons why I believe the Bible is the 

very Word of God. Here is one of the reasons why I do not believe this is a 

made up story. If this was a made up story written by a man, there is no 



way the first witnesses to Jesus’ death besides the Roman centurion, they 

would not have been women. I'm not prejudice in any way, but you’ve got 

to understand that if we were in that culture, we would not mention a 

woman witnessing Jesus’ death. This is not true today, so don’t anybody 

hear me say this, but in the biblical world, you couldn’t trust the testimony 

of a woman because women were not reliable witnesses. Women 

sometimes had this ability to get emotional about things and believe things 

that were not true, so when they heard things and told things, they added 

what they believed to it even though it wasn’t really fact. So, by the time it 

was really told, you just couldn’t trust it because the source was a woman. 

Rumors got started! Gossip got started because of women getting together 

and talking about something. By the time you gathered the facts, it wasn’t 

anything like the truth. That would never happen today, and we know that. 

But in the biblical world, because of the nature of being a woman, a lady 

could not witness any event and it stand up in a court of law. You could 

never call a woman as a witness for something. Therefore, if a lady was 

the only witness for something, it was as if it didn’t happen because she 

wasn’t credible. All of a sudden, we’re got the gospel, and the first 

witnesses who witnessed the death of Jesus were women. He even names 

them. Then Mark says, “When He was in Galilee…” Now, for a split second, 

Mark is going to get our mind off Jesus in Jerusalem on a cross and remind 

us that when Jesus was in Galilee, these ladies who have just witnessed 

His death on the cross were His followers. They actually follow Jesus. Luke 

is going to tell us in his gospel that when Mary Magdalene actually met 

Jesus, she had seven evil spirits or demons in her body, and He healed her 

of these demons. She followed Him out of gratitude. So, she and these 

other ladies are followers of Christ, and Mark tells us they ministered to 

Him. Mark is trying to remind us of what it means to be a follower of Jesus. 

If we really follow Jesus, we will minister to Him; we will serve Him. Then, 

Mark names these other ladies who actually followed Him in Galilee and 

have come all the way with Him to Jerusalem. Then he stops the story. Not 

only did a Roman centurion know Jesus really died, these ladies knew 

Jesus really died. They witnessed it.  

Here's what's going to happen. It’s the day of preparation, Mark says. 

That’s the day before the Sabbath. When the Sabbath actually started, 



there was no work that could be done on the Sabbath. Now we meet a 

man, and he's going to do some things. As soon as he does what he does, 

Mark is going to pick of the story of the women again. I'm going to come 

back to this story in the middle because (no offense to you ladies) but the 

story in the middle is the real meat. These two stories about the ladies are 

the bred that holds the sandwich together so you can fully understand 

what God is trying to teach. Then next thing about the women in the 

stories in verse 47, and this is what I call the women at the tomb. The top 

bread is the women at the cross. They see actually see Jesus die. Now 

they're at the tomb, and the Bible says two of the women see Jesus laid in 

a tomb. Do you hear that? As we celebrate Christmas at Jerusalem, here 

are the facts. Jesus died and He was buried, and some women witnessed 

this. Now, because it’s the day of preparation, they have to now hurry back 

to wherever they're staying. Then Mark says, “When the Sabbath was 

over…” You have to remember this; don’t go 12 a.m. to 12 a.m. like we do. 

Day for a Jew started at 6 pm in the afternoon and went to the next 6 p.m. 

At about 6:05 p.m. on Saturday, the Sabbath officially ends and the Jews 

start going about their regular activity, but it’s now late; it’s dark. These 

ladies go buy spices. Why do they go buy spices? They go buy spices 

because they're going to go anoint the body of Jesus. Can I ask you this 

question? They followed Him in Galilee, they followed Him all the way to 

Jerusalem, which means they know what He said, that He was going to go 

to Jerusalem and going to die, be buried, and on the third day be raised. If 

you’ve just witnessed Him die, and you’ve just seen Him be buried, but you 

now go on Saturday night and buy burial spices to put on His dead body so 

that it will keep the stench of the decomposition of the body down, do you 

believe there's going to be a resurrection? No. That’s Mark’s point. They 

don’t go to the tomb believing He's going to be alive; they go to the tomb 

believing they're going to find Him dead. Why? Because when dead men 

don’t get back up. So they’ve got these burial spices, it’s dark, they can't 

go to the tomb in the dark, so they get up really early the next morning, 

and when the sun began to rise, they're at the tomb. They’ve got this 

question. That was a really big stone they rolled over the entrance of that 

tomb, who are we going to get to help us move that stone so we can get 

into the tomb and anoint His body? The logical answer would be Peter, 



James, John, or one of those guys, but we have no idea where they're at. 

Again, if a man were writing this from his own perspective in his own flesh, 

we wouldn’t paint men that way. No. We don’t know where the men are, 

the ladies come to the tomb and know they can't roll that big stone away 

from the entrance and get in and anoint His body. In the biblical world, 

when they buried people, they didn’t bury them the way we do. They 

buried them in sides of hills. There would be a little trench and they would 

take a big narrow stone, and they would have the trench on an angle and 

that stone would roll over that opening. Whenever you wanted to open it, 

you would have to roll it up the hill. These two ladies knew they couldn’t 

roll that stone up that hill, so they need help.  

Again, what's Mark trying to say? Are these ladies going to the tomb in 

faith that Jesus Christ is resurrected from the grave? No, they think He's 

dead. They think He is where they saw Him last, laid in that tomb. When 

they get to the tomb, (they’ve been looking down, now they look up) they 

realize the stone has been rolled away! Watch this; they just go right in the 

tomb. Why are they going to the tomb? They are going to go deal with the 

body and anoint it with spices. But when they go in the tomb, they get 

scared to death. Why? What's the last thing you expect to see inside a 

tomb? A live person. All of a sudden, they see a man sitting on the right in 

a white robe, and it scares them to death! Give them a break; they just 

saw a guy alive in the tomb and they're scared to death!  

The first thing the man says is don’t be afraid. After a few seconds for 

them to get it together, the man says don’t be alarmed, you seek Jesus of 

Nazareth. This baby that was born in Nazareth, had to travel to Bethlehem, 

then to Egypt to escape Herod, now was taken back to Nazareth, and is 

called a Nazarene, not that Nazarene is in a tomb. You seek Jesus of 

Nazareth, whom was crucified. I find this strange. Honestly, they weren’t 

seeking Jesus of Nazareth; Jesus of Nazareth to them was dead. They 

were seeking His body. When I go back to Ledbetter Baptist Church 

cemetery and stand over the grave of my mom, I don’t go there to seek 

my mom. My mom is not there. They are seeking His body. ‘He's not here.’ 

‘What do you mean He's not here?’ ‘He has been raised.’ Wow! Some of 

our English bibles say He has risen, and that implied He arose on His own 



merit, His own power. That’s not true. He was raised by the power of the 

Father. On that cross, He voluntarily laid His life down, and as He took our 

sin into the presence of God with His blood and made a redeeming sacrifice 

for us, He went down into that tomb, and I want to say this; if the Father 

hadn’t raised Him up, He would still be in that Palestinian tomb. What 

they're being told by this heavenly messenger is He is not here, and the 

reason is because He's not dead; He is alive. Then he says come and see 

the place where they laid Him. They look at that shelf where they laid 

Jesus, and sure enough, the body is gone.  

Now for the first time, the disciples are told to go tell. Up until this point, 

there's been this messianic secret that we can't know who Jesus is until we 

get to the cross. So everybody who kind of figures it out, every time 

somebody is touched by Jesus, Jesus says shhh, don’t tell anybody. Now 

these women are told to go tell His disciples and Peter. Watch this. They're 

not told to go tell that He's not in the tomb and the tomb is empty. That’s 

not what they're told. They're told to go and tell that He's going to meet 

you in Galilee and He's going before you just like He said. That’s big. See, 

we’re not going to make a big deal about the resurrection this morning, 

and that’s because Mark doesn’t make a big deal about the resurrection. 

Why doesn’t he? Because Mark wants us to understand that if we’re going 

to be a follower of Christ, we’re following a man who suffered. He suffered 

because of the sins of others, and it ultimately took all of our sin into the 

presence of God and He died a redeeming death to bring you and I into 

the presence of God. Mark knows if He were not raised from the dead, 

then His death really wouldn’t matter. So Mark believes there's a 

resurrection, but Mark doesn’t want us to go back to the tomb and check it 

out to see that it’s empty and investigate it. No, Mark has the heavenly 

messenger telling the women to go tell the disciples and Peter. I hope you 

don’t find that strange. ‘Make sure Peter knows too that he will see Me 

again, but not until he goes to Galilee. I'm going to be there before you get 

there, so you go back to Galilee.’ I don't know about you, but if I am Peter, 

I am still be hiding. I am still overcome by guilt. I'm overcome with shame 

because I denied my Lord three times. I had an opportunity to stand up 

and do it right because I had told Him I wouldn’t let anybody hurt Him. I 

would lay my life down before I would do something like that, and then I 



did the unthinkable. Now these ladies say Jesus wants me to know He 

wants to see me. I can see Him personally, but I'm not supposed to go 

back to Jerusalem, I'm not supposed to go back to an empty tomb; I'm 

supposed to go to Galilee. What was special about Galilee? That where it 

all started. Just about every one of these followers of Christ was met in 

Galilee. Now they're supposed to meet Him in Galilee again. 

Here's how Mark ends his gospel. The women flee the tomb. I don’t want 

us to change the way we worship; I love the way we worship. I love to 

raise my hands every once and a while. I love the passion and emotion we 

have, but I want to say this to you. When those ladies suddenly realized 

the tomb was empty and they would see Jesus, nobody raised hands. 

Nobody said hallelujah. Nobody said amen. Nobody ran around the church. 

Nobody got excited. They began to tremble, and they were astonished. In 

fear, they left the tomb and never told anybody anything. Mark ends his 

gospel with the ladies who were supposed to go tell not going to tell 

because they're scared to death. What's going on here? Can I just ask you 

this question? What happened just about every time Jesus did a miracle in 

Mark’s gospel? What was the reaction of the disciples? What was the 

reaction of the people when He calmed the storm? They were afraid of the 

storm. They wanted Jesus to calm the storm, and He calmed the storm, 

but the Bible says they were more afraid of Jesus after He calmed the 

storm than they were of the storm. When Jesus walked on the water and 

they saw Him, did anybody say amen, hallelujah; it’s Jesus! No, the Bible 

says they were scared to death! I want you to see what Mark is doing. This 

is a gospel narrative. This is literary genius. We've lost this because we 

don’t read many gospels. It was a literary device in those days. Here is 

what Mark is doing. He has told us that every time Jesus works a miracle, 

someone is afraid. That’s the proper response, fear and trembling. Why? 

Because when you see a miracle of God, you suddenly realize you're in the 

presence of God, who is holy, holy, holy.  

And now at the empty tomb, all of a sudden, it dawns on the women that 

they had just witnessed the greatest miracle the world has ever seen. That 

miracle was God has healed us once and for all, but He didn’t heal us from 

being deaf, being blind, or lame; He healed us from being dead. He dealt 



with what was wrong with us that killed our relationship with God at the 

cross, and on the cross, He took His blood into the very presence of God 

and brought to us the ultimate healing of healings. When you understand, 

and have been at the foot of the cross, you stand amazed at the holiness 

of God. It takes your breath away, and that’s the picture here. Peter is 

going to hear the good news that even though you denied Me three times, 

all of that’s been taken into the presence of God and My blood has been 

applied to your sin, and your sin is forgiven.  

Now that’s the bread. I've got about a few minutes. You’ve got to see this. 

You're not going to understand these women. You're not going to 

understand this ending until you see this man in the middle. It’s Joseph of 

Arimathea. He's a member of the council, and he's looking for the kingdom 

of God. That’s what Mark tells us. Do you know what that means? He was 

a member of the Sanhedrin council, and he was respected as a member. 

What has that council just done? It has just delivered Jesus to Pilate so 

that he would crucify Jesus. He was a member of the council that 

condemned Jesus, but John tells us that he was secretly a follower of 

Christ. Luke tells us he didn’t agree with the action they took, but he took 

no action himself. In other words, when the big vote came, he voted 

present because he wouldn’t take a stand. Matthew tells us he was rich. 

While Jesus was alive, he wouldn’t stand for Him. Now Jesus is dead. Do 

you see this? We have a Roman centurion, three women, and now we 

have a man who was a secret follower of Christ, but now the secret is out. 

No longer, if you follow Christ, is anybody going to say shhh, don’t tell 

anybody? Don’t tell who I am. The secret is now out, and before the secret 

can be out about Christ, the secret has to be out about us. Joseph is us in 

the story. Mark says he took courage. He replaced his fear, the same fear 

the women had, with faith. He went into the very presence of Pilate, the 

man who ordered the crucifixion of the Christ, and asked for His body. 

What's the first thing that happens to Pilate? He is surprised. Pilate tells 

Joseph this can't be true. It hasn’t been long enough. It’s too early for Him 

to have died. We fixed crucifixion where you don’t immediately die; you 

last for days. Pilate doesn’t believe it so he calls for the centurion that 

witnessed the death and asked him if He was dead. The centurion said He 

is, and Pilate gives Joseph permission to take His body off the cross. Please 



stick with me. We’re seeing a real disciple of Christ here. What he didn’t 

see truly in His life, he saw in His death. For see, Mark told us he was 

looking for the Kingdom of God. He had pinned his hopes on the truth that 

Jesus was the coming Messiah, but he never told anybody he was a 

follower of Christ. Now the very man who had Jesus crucified is asking for 

the body. Once he does that, everybody is going to know he's a follower of 

Christ. If you had sympathy for a criminal who was crucified by crucifixion, 

many times, the Romans would crucify you too. He steps out and asks for 

that body. Once Pilate confirms He's dead, Mark is trying to say that Jesus 

is really dead. Pilate gives him permission and he going to the cross, but 

on the way, he stops and buys a shroud. He gets to the cross and there is 

Jesus, and with little time because of the Sabbath, he takes that body off 

the cross. There is hardly any flesh left on it. It’s drenched in blood. He 

pulls those spikes out. Those arms go limp, and he has Jesus in his arms, 

except he's not Mary, and this isn’t an infant he wraps in swaddling 

clothes. This is a crucified Messiah who has just paid the sin debt for all of 

humanity. He's just suffered eternally in hell for us for a short period of 

time. That pain was so intense, now that lifeless body is in his arms, and 

he wrapped it in burial cloth. Do you see this? He's actually holding the 

body of Christ. He's got to get it from the cross to the tomb, his family 

burial plot, no doubt. He's going to pack that body through the streets of 

Jerusalem. Everybody is going to see him holding the body of Christ.  

What is Mark trying to do? He's trying to give us a picture of what really 

happens when the church sits down with God at the table of the Lord and 

takes a little piece of bread and a little cup and testified that I've eaten and 

drank of Him, now this man literally is embracing the death of Christ, and 

he puts Him in a tomb. That’s what being a follower of Christ is. We glory 

in a suffering servant. We know there will never be the glory of a 

resurrection unless there's the agony of the cross. Here's what we 

ultimately know. You don’t go back to an empty tomb to find Christ. He's 

not there. Neither to you go back to a cross to find Christ. He's not there 

either. The disciples had to go to Galilee. What does that mean for us? 

There's only one place you have the promise of seeing the resurrected 

Christ in this life, and that is at the place of repentance and faith. There is 

hope for you this morning because there is no one here any worse than 



Peter, and the messenger had a message for Peter: Christ is going to see 

you. Everything you did wrong has been covered by the blood of Christ. 

I'm here to tell you on this Christmas Sunday, everything you’ve done has 

been covered by the blood of Christ. The only question is will you embrace 

Christ. Will you really follow a crucified Messiah? Will you be willing to lay it 

all down for Him because He laid it all down for you? Once you do, I 

promise God will raise you up, just like He raised Christ up, to a new life in 

Him.  

Why does he end it with the ladies in fear and trembling? It is because 

Mark, writing to a church, knows it’s not really important what those ladies 

did; the only thing that matters is what you do. What are you going to do 

with your fear and trembling? Are you going to let that cause you to say 

nothing? Or, are you going to take courage because you're looking for the 

Kingdom of God and you're going to be where Jesus wants you to be 

because He's already there waiting for you?  


