
Are You Ready? 

 
1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

Bro. Chris Lawrence 

 

 

Bro. Ricky and Bro. Kory are both gone, so let’s pray for the Nicaragua 

team as Bro. Kory leads that, and the RBBI as Bro. Ricky leads that in 

Brazil. Last week, Bro. Ricky talked about having vision for 2020, and we’re 

going to be focusing on it this year. We are also going to be doing a push 

to find, Who is Your One, meaning, we want all of us to have evangelistic 

hearts and minds that lead us to have one person that we’re really 

concerned and caring about hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s what 

we’ll be focused on, particularly with evangelism for the next three weeks. 

This morning, I want to get ourselves prepared to share the gospel. There 

are two words I want to hit on very quickly. 

1. Pre-evangelism 

2. Evangelism 

Pre-evangelism is getting your heart and mind actually doing things for the 

sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s biblical, and that’s good. 



Evangelism is actually opening up our mouths. We’re proclaiming, 

teaching, and persuading people to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

We’re telling them about the death, burial, and resurrection of what Jesus 

has done for us. Today will be a lot more of pre-evangelism, getting 

ourselves ready, putting ourselves in a position where we would be 

prepared to share the good news of Jesus Christ. We want to get our 

minds right, our hearts right, and our hands right, meaning our bodies are 

ready to go work and do things for the glory of God. The passage I picked 

with that in mind is 1 Corinthians 9:19-27.  

Scripture 

“For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to 

all, that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a 

Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as 

one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I 

might win those under the law. To those outside the law I became 

as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but 

under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. To 

the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have 

become all things to all people, that by all means I might save 

some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with 

them in its blessings. Do you not know that in a race all the 

runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may 

obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do 

it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So I do 

not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I 

discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching 

to others I myself should be disqualified.” 

 

(Prayer) 

Father, we love You. We are so thankful for the worship we've had this 

morning. We’re thankful for our church and our pastors who are concerned 

about the Great Commission. We pray that You have a special anointing on 

Bro. Ricky and Kory and their teams, as well as the ministers Bro. Ricky is 



preaching to and the people Kory and his team will be sharing with today. 

Father, we also pray for the sermon today that we truly have our minds 

and hearts ready to go, that we would be sent out today prepared, ready 

to start gospel conversations. We ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.  

 

I picked this passage because it is very evident when we look at this 

passage that Paul can share the gospel with many different types of 

people, whether Jew, non-Jew, whether they're strong or weak, it doesn’t 

matter. He's putting himself in a position to serve folks and win them to 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. The question is how is he doing it? That leads 

into him talking about sports. I'm a sports junkie, so I love this. He starts 

talking about running. I have run three marathons, and each time, I have 

been warned that mile twenty is just a beast, and they are exactly right. I 

just tried to get through that, and everything wanted to shut down, but I 

had to get my mind to function and tell myself I had to continue to go, 

which leads to the heart I can do this, and my feet keep moving. You have 

to have a mind and heart and a body that actually moves. It’s the same 

thing with boxing. Boxing is several rounds, and those three minutes per 

round can seem like a long, long time, let alone several rounds. Here 

again, if you're going to do a long sport like that, you're going to have to 

have your mind completely there, your heart has to be there, and your 

body has to continue to move. Another thing I'm excited about is the 

national football championship game tomorrow with LSU and Clemson. I 

always like seeing the videos of the teams getting ready and preparing 

themselves for the game. When I look at them, those are the three things 

that always stick out: mind, heart, and hands. They have these guys in a 

classroom and they are really working on their minds. They were going 

through plays, rewinding, fast-forwarding, and all these different things to 

make sure their minds understand the plays. Then these coaches…they’ve 

got energy and they’ve got passion to really win their hearts over so not 

only their minds, but their hearts are really ready to go. This leads to them 

actually going to the practice field. Their minds and hearts can be in the 

right spot, but they're actually doing things with their hands, feet, and 



body to make sure they're actually able to be prepared so when the game 

starts they are ready to go.  

Mind-Heart-Hands 

This is what we want to do today. I want to focus on our minds, hearts, 

and hands. We’re going to go to the classroom with our minds, I’m going 

to be the preacher/coach to get you fired up with your hearts, and that 

leads into going on the field and having some practice today. The idea is 

when you leave here, you're going to be prepared to want to go out there 

and have an evangelistic conversation with somebody. That’s the goal 

today.  

❖ Mind  

The first place we’re going is the classroom. When we look at the Apostle 

Paul, for him to be always wanting to share the gospel and win others to 

Christ, I think it’s very evident what he is setting his mind on. He is setting 

his mind on this book. He is setting his mind on the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. If you look at Romans 12, the first eleven 

chapters are all theology, but chapter 12 leads into application. What is he 

saying? Having your mind transformed. When you go to Colossians 3, it is 

a list of what a Christian should and shouldn’t be doing. He starts out with 

setting your mind on things above. There is an amazing passage in 

Philippians 2 that talks of what Christ has done for us, and it leads into 

talking about how the church is called to be a marvelous light in a dark 

world based on what Christ has done for us. The first couple of verses say 

in order for this to occur, the church has to have the same love, the same 

joy, but also the same mind. It’s not just Paul; it’s Peter. Peter says in 

order to understand the divine power of God we have to have the 

knowledge of God, and it leads into these next verses talking about how a 

Christian acts. The point I'm making is Paul has a mind that’s focused on 

Christ. He's disciplined with it, he's focused on it, and his mind is constantly 

going back to what Christ has done for him. That’s application for us. Life 

is busy, life is crazy, and life is out of control, but we have to find a way to 

put our minds, on a continual basis, training our minds to think, meditate, 

and remember the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  



❖ Heart 

Now, we can do all that, but that knowledge has to go to our hearts. That’s 

the danger. That’s the temptation. We can have this knowledge, but is it 

really in our hearts. I remember several years ago, I was in a classroom 

setting, and we were going through church history. We were going through 

the first couple of centuries after the resurrection of Christ, and we were 

taking notes on the martyrs and all the things these guys have done and 

the deaths they died. I'm looking around the classroom, and I get that 

people are just taking notes for a grade, but I wanted to stop and say 

don’t you get it? How can this just be knowledge right now? Look at the 

martyrs and all they’ve done for us. I wanted there to be a response in the 

middle of class. That’s our temptation; we can have all this knowledge, but 

do we genuinely really get it in our hearts where we really believe it? We 

feel it! One of the things I think Scripture makes clear, and something I 

think both Christians and non-Christians struggle with, is a truth we don’t 

want to believe is we are all going to die. We’re going to die. The 

temptation for us is we want to play hide and seek with death. We want to 

hide and have our own little world and think death is never going to find 

us. The judge will never find us, we’ll never be exposed, and we will have 

our nice little kingdom, and death will never find us. We’ll just hide, and as 

death seeks us, we’re going to escape it. The problem is it never works 

that way.  

Another problem is the nice little kingdom we’re building will be forgotten. 

I was studying Ecclesiastes a couple of months ago, and one of the books I 

read said this, and I just didn’t like it; it said if you die today, one hundred 

years from now, how many people will remember your name? I started 

thinking about how old my kids would be, my grandkids, and all the people 

around me. I thought no one will know me. No one will know the name of 

Chris Lawrence a hundred years down the road from now. I don’t like that, 

but that is the truth. We will be forgotten, and we will die.  

The next question is what happens after we die. The Scripture makes clear 

that there is a new creation that’s coming our way with King Jesus, but 

there's also a Hell. I want to read 2 Thessalonians that talks about the 

return of Christ. It’s one of those passages that just truly grips my heart 



and I have to really wrestle with. 2 Thessalonians 1:6-8 says, “…since 

indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 

and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord 

Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 

inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those 

who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” Here comes Jesus in 

flaming fire inflicting vengeance on (two types of people) those who do not 

know God, and those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. This 

just breaks my heart. We've got a group that do not even know God, and a 

group that do not obey Jesus. Verses 9-10 says, “They will suffer the 

punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and 

from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in 

his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because 

our testimony to you was believed.” Wow. Do we genuinely really believe 

that it’s going to happen, not just in our minds, but in our hearts that there 

will be a Hell? Or, are we pretending that it’s not going to happen.  

I remember a few years ago, Brandy and I got a nice little weekend 

getaway in New York City. I love New York City. I love the energy, the 

commotion, and all the action and how this city doesn’t sleep. I'm excited 

to take Brandy up there and I want to do all these fun things with her. It 

was the Christmas season, so that was even better. Christmas in New York 

City, Times Square! I had all these things planned and it is just packed 

there. There are millions of people in that city. Brandy and I are walking in 

Times Square and people are everywhere. Now, only 3-5% is evangelical 

Christian, and that is probably a liberal estimate. It’s probably smaller than 

that. That means if I'm truly believing 2 Thessalonians, truly saying I 

believe every word in the Bible, 95-97 out of 100 of those people around 

me are dying and going to Hell. Do I believe it? Do I genuinely really 

believe that is going to happen? My tendency in that moment was to 

pretend it wasn’t going to happen. Go and have my fun, do my fun little 

things in the city, and pretend that not all the people around me are going 

to face eternal damnation. Do we really genuinely believe this is going to 

happen? If we do, it affects the way we see all the people around us.  



The flipside is this. There's a negative, but there is a positive. Are we really 

gripped by how good our God is? He's better than we could possibly 

imagine. Do you know what I love about the Bible? The first two chapters 

and the last two chapters are absolutely awesome! You have a world 

where Adam and even have everything, the best place ever, and it ends 

with God creating for us the best place ever. In the middle of all of it, 

there's chaos, but the beginning and end is amazing. Christ comes right in 

the middle to save it and take care of it for all of us. That’s the gospel right 

there.  

In the midst of it, do we really get how good our God is? Do we get it? 

What I feel here is there are so many people who are looking, but they're 

looking in all the wrong places. They're looking towards creation, but not 

looking toward the Creator. The result is they're not seeing, not hearing, 

not feeling, or not speaking what you and I are getting. A passage that has 

really rocked my world is Psalm 115. I want to read verses 1-8, but I want 

to focus on verses 4-8. “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give 

glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness! Why should 

the nations say, “Where is their God?” Our God is in the heavens; he does 

all that he pleases.” Then it goes to folks who are not following God, but 

things of this world. “Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human 

hands.” What the people were really worshipping was creation and things 

made by human hands. Then we learn about these idols. “They have 

mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see. They have ears, but do 

not hear; noses, but do not smell. They have hands, but do not feel; feet, 

but do not walk; and they do not make a sound in their throat.” Verse 8 is 

the verse that got me. “Those who make them become like them; so do all 

who trust in them.” The result is the people that are following these idols. 

What is the result? They can't speak. They can't see. They can't hear. They 

can't experience life. They're just dumb, like an idol. They can feel 

anything, and they're searching and looking for all creation to see, feel, 

hear, experience life, and they're just completely numb to the Creator.  

A few weeks ago during the Christmas season, Brandy and I went the 

Behold the Lamb concert down in Nashville. There are a few things about 

me. I'm not a concert guy. I don’t know anything about music. I'm just not 



into it very much. It’s hard for me to sit still for a few hours during a 

concert. I just struggle. I know Andrew Peterson, I know it’s going to be a 

good Christian concert, my wife loves concerts, I get to be with her, and so 

I'm going. I sit there in the Ryman Auditorium, which is an old church, so 

we’re sitting on pews. It starts and I'm thinking these guys are pretty 

good. Then the second half is what got me. The first half is the Behold the 

Lamb concert with all these musicians playing these songs, and it was 

great, but the second half they start tracing the theme of the Lamb from 

Genesis all the way up to the birth of Christ. You get the emotion from all 

the ups and downs, from Genesis to Matthew when we finally get the 

Lamb of God where He's finally born. There are these songs with amazing 

lyrics, the musicians are unbelievable, and how they are presenting 

everything is just good. It goes from this concert, which is just almost like 

a church service where people are actually singing and praising God and 

my heart is feeling it. My ears are hearing it. The drums are bumping, the 

lights are going everywhere, and their singing, “He is here, He's finally 

here!” and what I hearing and what's coming out of my mouth, how my 

heart is feeling is good! This is all pointing to what Christ has done for me; 

because of the Lamb of God, I can experience all of this! I remember 

leaving that concert thinking about all the people who need to see it. I 

need to take my whole college ministry to go there and see this concert!  

❖ Hands  

But that’s the thing when we truly understand what Christ has done for us; 

He's set us free! We were once dead, but we’re now alive! We can hear 

from Him. We can speak about Him. We can see His glory! We can do all 

this because of what He's done for us. We’re set free and we start 

understanding that and really getting it, and we can't help but do 

something about it.  

There was a guy in 1982, Lenny Skutnik. Some of you might remember 

him. There was this airplane crash in Washington on an icy cold day. The 

plane flew in the river. He sees somebody off the plane that is getting 

ready to drown and die, and he jumps in the icy water, pulls the lady out, 

and saves her life. It was a big story. The president of the United States 

honors him. They had a big deal about it and he became famous. Do you 



know what's amazing about that to me? As far as I know, Lenny Skutnik 

had no Olympic swimming training. I don’t think he was a Navy Seal with 

any of that kind of training. He just saw someone that was going to die 

and be separated from their family, never experience another sunset, 

another meal, or the beauties of creation. Because she was going to die, 

but could live, he risked his life to save her. Here's the point. You don’t 

have to have a PHD. You don’t have to have a Masters of Divinity. You 

don’t have to be a preacher. You don’t have to know every single 

theological question. All you need to do is truly believe what Christ has 

done for you, have a heart and realize and understand that people are 

dying and going to Hell without the gospel of Jesus Christ but can be saved 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ, and when you get those truths, all of a 

sudden, you're willing to jump icy cold water to save somebody’s life. 

That’s the thought. You just go do it! Why? Because you see the need, you 

see the situation. That’s where our hearts and minds have to connect. We 

don’t just have this knowledge, but our hearts long to see people, instead 

of being dead, alive.  

With all that being said, our minds can be in the right spot, our hearts can 

be in the right spot, but we still have to go do something. That’s still scary. 

The number one thing by far that keeps people from sharing the gospel of 

Jesus Christ is fear. So how do we deal with that fear? How do we handle 

that? I think there are some practical things that we can do. If our mind 

and hearts in the right spot, what can our hands do?  

Pray, Love, Serve, Speak 

It’s obvious when we look at Paul and Jesus that these guys are prayer 

warriors. I want to share a few stories about the power of prayer and how 

it works in evangelism. Years, ago, there was a young man who came to 

me, and I was completely shocked by this because he is one of the last 

people in the work I would think would want to come and talk to me about 

Christ. He approached me and said I want to talk to you about Christ. I 

said ok, and I was a little nervous. So we started meeting, and we met for 

several weeks. I thought there was absolutely no way in the world this guy 

will ever step foot in Hardin Baptist Church, but he does and I am 

completely shocked! Now he comes every single week, and continues to 



come. After a year of meeting with him week after week at Los Portales, 

going through Bible, seeing him at church, he grabs me with tears in his 

eyes and says I'm ready to become a Christian. I thought I knew some 

things, but I didn’t know what to do right then. I was nervous and scared, 

so I go find Bro. Ricky, and he came to Christ! I was so excited! A week 

later, I was walking on campus and this girl I didn’t know well came up to 

me and asked if Michael came to Christ. I said yes he did, and she said I 

saw him almost a year ago and I said I was going to devote myself to pray 

for him every single day. It’s amazing…about the same time she started 

praying for him, he comes up to me and initiates the conversation and we 

start talking about Christ. A year later, he comes to Christ.  

I was in a fraternity and I didn’t know anything about fraternities. It’s not a 

place where people are just worshipping God. There's a lot of sin that’s 

going on in that environment. But one of the amazing things when I was in 

there was we had six guys that were in my group that went to seminary! 

That’s crazy, and amazing what some of these guys are doing right now. 

That’s not all of them. There are other guys who have come to Christ out 

of that group, some are in this room right now, and I sometimes wonder 

how I was able to be with this special group of guys during that time 

period. I also won't forget during the fraternity, there were parties that 

could last until 2:00 or 3:00 in the morning, and the next morning it looks 

like it had snowed beer cans. There was another guy there that would get 

up at 6:00 in the morning (college students don’t get up that early) and 

take the phone list of every name of the active members and walk around 

crunching the beer cans through all that smell and pray for their salvation. 

That might be the reason a lot of folks came to Christ during that time 

period.  

I was at a New Year’s conference a couple of weeks ago with Campus 

Outreach, and I was listening to one of the guys over it named Brian Louis. 

He was talking about expansions and some of the places they had been. 

He talked about how they expanded into UK. He said in that region in some 

of the campuses, every time kids from a certain county would step on the 

campus, they would either be a Christian or would come to Christ. It is like 

75% of students who came from that county, it was almost a given that 



they were either a Christian or they would come to Christ. They were just 

blown away by so many of these students coming to Christ from this one 

particular place they wanted to know what was going on, so they actually 

went to the county. The thing that stood out to them is there were some 

older folks in that community who were concerned about the salvation of 

young folks and they were complete prayer warriors for people to come to 

Christ. I have studied revivals in our country. Every single one starts with a 

few folks absolutely devoted to pray. It’s no one special; it’s just people 

who start praying.  

In our culture today, there is always some breaking news thing that makes 

us feel like the world is going to come to an end and we don’t know what 

to do. Do you know what the answer is to all the issues in the world today? 

It is us turning off the TV, getting down on our knees, and we start 

genuinely praying for people to come to know who Christ is. We believe 

that through the power of the gospel, no matter what the issue is, He is 

bigger and better, and can fix anything! But it starts with God moving, by 

us praying, having a desire, and realizing people are going to Hell, but can 

be saved by the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We want to get know 

on our knees and pray and see these people come to Christ.  

So we think we can do that. Our head is in the right spot, our heart is in 

the right spot, even if we’re still scared to death to talk to somebody, we 

can pray. What else can we do? I think we can love each other. In John 

13, Christ says, “They will know who I am by the way we love each other.” 

I think that is very powerful. How are we treating each other? If we’re sold 

out for the gospel, we believe in our mind, believe in our heart, it should 

lead us to encourage each other, equip each other, love each other, and 

serve each other. There was a young man, a gang member, who came to 

Christ in Chicago. It was in a downtown city church. They asked him how 

he came to Christ. He said he walked into this little basketball event this 

church was having, and there were two people, a boy and a woman, 

different races, different economic backgrounds, different neighborhoods, 

completely different in every single way possible, and they were loving 

each other like they were the best of friends. He said I didn’t get it. I didn’t 

understand how two people could be so different in every single way and 



they were bests of friends, so I asked what the deal was there. They 

shared the gospel with him and he came to Christ, all because the church 

was truly loving each other.  

Now eventually, we've got to get out and serve folks. We've got to serve 

people for the name of Jesus Christ. In the context of servant in 1 

Corinthians, Paul is saying he is free, Christ is his master, and he wants to 

serve his master. This would be like in slave terminology in that time 

period. You could have slaves where the master would let the slave go, but 

the slave loved his master and wanted to come back and work for his 

master. It’s crazy, but that’s what would happen. When this would occur, 

the slave would get a Mark saying he's been set free but he wants to work 

for his master. With that being said, that’s what Paul is using here. Christ 

has set me free! I didn’t have to do anything to earn my salvation. I've 

been made right with God, but I so love my master, Christ, He is the Lord 

of my life, and because of who He is and what He has done for me, I want 

to go serve. I want to go serve folks, to the weak, to the Jew, to the 

strong, to the rich, to the poor. I want to go relate with them and serve 

them so I might share the gospel with them so they might receive the 

same type of freedom that I have received. That’s the thought. When we 

get what's going on here, all of a sudden, we get out of our comfort zones 

and take a step of faith to start initiating to folks just to serve them, just to 

love them because we want them to experience Christ.  

So we’re praying, loving each other, serving others, but eventually, we 

have to open up our mouths. I think how we open our mouth is just being 

somebody’s friend. Just be their friend. Be like Paul and find a way to 

connect to them. An evangelism professor at Southern Seminary talks 

about creating bridges with folks. Find a way to create and connect with 

them. What are some bridges?  

1. Listening Bridge 

I think there's a bridge of just listening to somebody share their personal 

opinion. That can be dangerous. You’ve got to be careful because you 

don’t want to start a debate, but truly try to understand their personal 

opinion.  



2. Friendship Bridge  

If you have a friend who is lost, do they know you're a Christian? Have you 

shared that with them? For example, say I have a lost friend named Aaron. 

I say, “Aaron, you and I have been friends for a very long time and I just 

want you to know something. I value your friendship, and so I want to 

share something that’s really meaningful to me. You might think this is 

crazy, but I want to tell it to you anyway. I'm actually a Christian. I believe 

that Jesus died, was resurrected, and He paid the price for my sins. Your 

friendship means so much to me, I just wanted to share that with you.” It 

isn’t easy, and many people will be like, “Oh my goodness!” It can lead into 

that type of conversation, a spiritual conversation where you're actually 

evangelizing.  

3. Church Bridge 

There are a lot of folks in Western Kentucky who go to church. Hear about 

their church. Engage them. This is not something where you're trying to 

knock their church. That’s not what we want. We want to truly try and 

engage them and see what they're learning about who Christ is. The goal 

is sharing who Christ is.  

4. Prayer Bridge 

This is one of the ones I use the most, and I need to be using it more than 

I do now. Just ask somebody if you can pray for them. Just ask. There's a 

young man sitting in this service that did this summer. He went to all his 

work colleagues and asked, “How can I be praying for you?” I think you 

can be in a restaurant and ask the waiter or waitress, and ask if there 

anything we can pray for you right now. It can be something that simple. 

The point is all these little things are opening up the door for you to be 

able to easily walk in to have a spiritual conversation with somebody. 

5. Personal Story Bridge 

This is the one I use the most. You are really genuinely concerned about 

hearing somebody’s personal story. With all the business and chaos in the 

world today, very few people take the time to actually listen and really hear 

what somebody is all about. When I evangelize someone, there is an 



acronym that Bro. Ricky taught me years ago. I want to walk through FIRE 

with them. 

F - I want to know about their friends and family 

I – I want to know about their interests 

R – I want to know about their religious beliefs 

E – After the first three, it will lead me to want to evangelize 

 

Do we truly take the time to know and understand people that are in our 

lives? I like hearing stories from different types of folks. Several years ago, 

they had a Tom Brady video. 60 Minutes was interviewing him and at the 

time, he wasn’t married. They said you are the most eligible bachelor in 

the world, you're a millionaire, you’ve got Superbowl rings, what is there 

left for you? He basically says I think there is something more. I think 

there is something more in life. The reporter asked what he thought it was, 

and he says I wish I knew.  

There is a Netflix show right now that’s called, Comedians, Cars, and 

Coffee. It’s hosted by Jerry Seinfeld. He basically picks up another 

comedian in a fancy car that describes their personality and then takes 

them for a cup of coffee. One episode, he interviews Michael Richards. 

That’s the guy who played Cramer on Seinfeld, and they laugh and cut 

jokes. After Seinfeld was off the air, Michael Richards was doing a 

comedian act. He went on a racial slur rant, and it ruined his career. You 

could just tell that to this day, he still feels it. It comes up in the interview, 

and it feels heavy, like there's this guilt and shame still on his back. He's 

still feeling the weight of his past mistakes and he just doesn’t know what 

to do with all that guilt and shame on his back.  

My point is we might not be running around with Tom Brady or Michael 

Richards, but I'm telling you this much; if we take time to listen to people, 

there are a whole lot of people in the world today that appear to have 

everything going right, but deep down inside, they know there's got to be 

something else. They know there has to be something more. When you 

run with a whole lot of folks who are still holding on to a mistake they’ve 



made from so many years ago and still feeling the weight of guilt and 

shame and don’t know what to do with it, I want to come across that TV 

screen and say, “We have the answer!” We do! We have the answer. The 

more that our hearts and minds are in the right spot, we’re truly loving 

people the way we are supposed to, when we’re in these conversations 

and someone says I've got to know my purpose, there's got to be 

something more, I don’t know what to do with this guilt and shame I'm 

carrying around, that is the open door for us to say, “Let me tell you about 

who Jesus is! He is your purpose. He can deal with your guilt and shame, 

forgive you and set you free. He can fulfill all needs. He can save you from 

sin. He can take care of you and give you a life far better than you can 

possibly imagine, not just now, but for eternity!” When we’re truly listening 

and loving people, it’s almost easy to walk into a spiritual conversation. In 

fact, we want to. We want them to experience it. 

With all that being said, that’s preparing us to get us there. Our mind is in 

the right spot, our heart is in the right spot, we’re praying, serving, loving, 

truly listening, and now we’re prepared to walk into that conversation. The 

question is where are we? Where is your mind right now? Does your mind 

really believe what the Bible says? Have you said yes? Does your heart 

embrace it? If your heart embraces it, are you ready to get those hands 

dirty? There can be different groups here right now. One group is an 

evangelism machine. You're doing it. I hope you’ve been encouraged. But 

the other group is just lost. You're not a believer. My prayer for you right 

now is you see the need for Christ, that you have a desire to come to 

Christ, be saved from Hell, be forgiven of your sins, realize what Christ has 

done for you on the cross, and follow Him. The third group is you haven’t 

shared the gospel in a long time, or haven’t at all and you're scared to 

death to do it. I hope you feel a little more prepared to put yourself in a 

position to go do it. It’s still overwhelming, but there are tons of people out 

there. We’re just asking for one. Find one person to share the gospel with.  

There's a story I heard when I was a kid, a starfish story. There's a guy on 

the beach and all these starfish have been washed up on the beach. He's 

picking them up and throwing them in the ocean. He picks up one and 

throws it in the ocean. He picks up another and throws it in the ocean. 



There are tons of them everywhere, dying on the beach. Another guy 

comes up and sees the guy throwing them in the ocean one at a time, and 

he asks what he's doing. The guy says I'm trying to save these starfish. 

The other guy says you can't do that! Look at all these starfish! How in the 

world can you save them? The guy picks up a starfish and says I saved 

that one. He picks up another starfish and says I saved that one. He picks 

up another one and says I saved that one. 

My point is we might not all be Billy Grahams going all over the world to 

the evangelism crusades, we might not be able to save the world, but find 

one. I know God has to do the saving, but God uses us. When we find that 

one, we find another one. After that, we find another one. We save that 

one. We save that one. We save that one. The prize is not some trophy 

that will get dust on it. The prize is that the one you save you will be with 

him or her in paradise forever! It will never, ever, fade. It will be so worth 

it to see that person saved from the wrath of God, saved from eternal 

punishment, and put in a place where there's no more death, no more 

disease, where Christ wipes away every tear, and we celebrate life to the 

fullest. Where are you this morning? My prayer is your head and heart 

have been challenged and your hands are willing to go get dirty, to find at 

least one.  

 


