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Can you believe it’s already the first Sunday of advent? Traditionally at 

Hardin Baptist Church, we celebrate advent because we anticipate the 

second coming of Jesus as we celebrate His first coming. You know that 

when we traditionally start to celebrate the Christmas season, we begin to 

prepare our hearts to think about a young couple, Joseph and Mary, 

making that trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem to give birth to the Christ in a 

manger because there was no room for Him in the inn. There are five 

Sundays in December this year as we prepare to celebrate advent. Kory 

and I realized a couple of months ago that we were only going to have five 

lessons left in Mark’s gospel this morning, and there happens to be five 

Sundays in December. Normally, during the Christmas season we would 

pause our verse by verse study of a book, and do a topical study. But this 

year since there are only five lessons left and five Sundays left in 2019, we 

would like to celebrate Christmas in a very nontraditional way. Instead of 

us celebrating Christmas in Bethlehem as we normally do, we’re going to 

celebrate Christmas in Jerusalem. Instead of seeing a young couple travel 



from Nazareth to Bethlehem to give birth to the Son of God, we’re going to 

see the Son of God travel the via dolorosa carrying our sin because there 

will be room for Him on a cross. We want to not see His mother laying Him 

in a manger in a cave because there was no room for Him in the inn; we 

actually want to see Him laid in a tomb in a cave because there was room 

for Him on that cross. We actually are going to see not a multitude of 

angels announcing His birth as the Son of God to shepherds’ we’re going to 

know there was a multitude of angels that were ready, at any moment had 

He given the command, they would have rescued Him from that cross. It’s 

not Mark’s purpose in writing this gospel for us to have a birth narrative so 

that angels can announce who He is. No, in his gospel presentation, Mark 

has been holding the true identity of Jesus until we get to Jerusalem 

because for Mark, the only way you can really know who Jesus is in being 

a follower of Him is to see Him die on a cross. At the cross, we’re going to 

see a Roman soldier announce, “Truly, this was the Son of God.” It’s going 

to be Passover season. It’s going to be kind of ironic that the chief priests, 

who have the responsibility of making sure that every lamb that’s offered 

during Passover season is without spot and blemish as it symbolizes the 

redemption of Israel from Egypt, are not going to realize they are actually 

handling, themselves, the Lamb of God without sin and blemish. They're 

going to actually plot to kill Him, and they have no idea He's the sacrificial 

lamb. When they kill Him on that cross, He's going to take His blood into 

the very presence of God and He's going to render null and void all of their 

temple sacrifices and their very priesthood. We’re going to see that curtain 

fall from top to bottom, signifying that the way into the very presence of 

God has been opened for all of us. We’re going to see in these last five 

weeks that it’s not Mark’s gospel for angels to announce who Jesus is. It’s 

God’s will for the church to go into all the world and announce the death, 

burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. I hope you won't be disappointed, 

but for the next five weeks, we’re going to celebrate Christmas in 

Jerusalem and finish the gospel of Mark, and we can't wait to tell you 

about the sermon series we have planned for 2020. 

Open to Mark chapter 15. We are going to read verses 1-15. This lesson 

naturally divides into two paragraphs. In the first paragraph, verses 1-5, 

we see Jesus before Pilate. In verses 6-15, we see Pilate before the crowd.  



Scripture 

“And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a 

consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. 

And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to 

Pilate. And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And 

he answered him, “You have said so.” And the chief priests 

accused him of many things. And Pilate again asked him, “Have 

you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring 

against you.” But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate 

was amazed. Now at the feast he used to release for them one 

prisoner for whom they asked. And among the rebels in prison, 

who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man 

called Barabbas. And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate 

to do as he usually did for them. And he answered them, saying, 

“Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he 

perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had 

delivered him up. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 

have him release for them Barabbas instead. And Pilate again said 

to them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of 

the Jews?” And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” And Pilate said 

to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the 

more, “Crucify him.” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 

released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he 

delivered him to be crucified.” 

 

(Prayer) 

Father, thank You for what advent means to us as we get to look ahead 

but also look back. We just feel it’s Your will for us to finish Mark’s gospel 

this year, so instead of celebrating Christmas in Bethlehem; we’re going to 

celebrate Christmas in Jerusalem. We will spend the next four Sundays in 

Jerusalem and then end the year with Your resurrected Son getting ready 

to ascend back to You. Before He does, He's going to give us the greatest 

of commissions. Father, what a truth we have this morning as we look at 



this passage. I pray You remind us of the intent of Mark’s gospel, and 

remind us that through the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, yes Mark may 

have written for a specific church in the Roman Empire that was Gentile, 

but You also had him write for us here at Hardin. We believe just as You 

used Mark’s gospel to speak to his church, You are going to speak to Your 

church this morning. Let us begin our celebration of Christmas in 

Jerusalem. It’s in Your precious Son’s name we pray, amen.  

 

You realize Jesus has been arrested in the garden. He's been before the 

Jewish council. They realize they do not have the power to do with Jesus 

what they want, which is to take His life, so they must bring Him to Pilate 

because he is the only one who has authority and jurisdiction to render the 

death penalty for Jesus. In Mark’s gospel in the first five verses of chapter 

15, we see Jesus before Pilate. Pilate turns to Jesus and asks Him as he 

sees Him bound with a leather cord, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus 

just answers, “You have said so.” The chief priest began to accuse Jesus of 

more things, and He never defends Himself. He never opens His mouth, 

fulfilling what Isaiah would say about Him, “As a lamb before his shearers 

is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.” Pilate, according to Mark, is actually 

amazed at Jesus. Luke tells us that during this questioning, at least three 

times Pilate says to the Jewish council, ‘I find him guilty of nothing. I can 

find nothing wrong with him. He's not done anything worthy of death, even 

Herod agrees.’ Mark doesn’t record that detail, but you get the idea that as 

Jesus stands before Pilate, Pilate is amazed at Christ.  

Now, in weaving this gospel, Mark reminds us of a custom that Pilate had 

initiated with the Jewish people. This was a custom that during Passover, 

because Passover commemorated their redemption from Egypt, he would 

actually release a prisoner and they got to choose who that prisoner was. 

Mark gives us the context and sets this story up by telling us that at that 

moment in the prison system they had captured a gang who had caused 

an insurrection. They had risen up and tried to rid Israel of Rome, Judea 

especially, and during the insurrection, one of the gang members actually 

took somebody’s life. That murderer’s name was Barabbas. All four gospel 

writers mention Barabbas by name, and Matthew tells us he was a 



notorious prisoner. Before this insurrection happened, Matthew says not 

only was he notorious, but he was a robber. In other words, if you had 

gone into Jerusalem at this time to a post office to mail your Christmas 

card and looked over to the left, you would have seen the ten most wanted 

FBI list and Barabbas’ picture would have been there. He's notorious, and 

he's in prison. He's being held in chains. He's condemned, he's been 

captured, he's under the death penalty, and he's going to die on a cross, 

and possibly today is his day to die. He is deserving of death. Pilate 

remembers the custom. The Jewish people in the crowd that day come to 

Pilate and ask him to release a prisoner. Now, Mark tells us that 

immediately Pilate asks who you want me to release to you, Jesus who is 

called the Christ, Jesus your king, and Mark says the crowd cries out 

Barabbas.  

For just a moment, could we pause? We’re studying a gospel that has a 

purpose, and this story is being written to be historically accurate, but it’s 

not being written as a diary or a journal. It’s been written with a purpose. I 

want to make sure we see this purpose. For just a moment, imagine being 

Barabbas and all of a sudden you hear the crowd wanting you to be 

released. When you got up this morning, you possibly thought you were 

going to die the most excruciating death known to the world at that time, 

crucifixion. The name crucifixion comes from the pain of the agony that 

was so excruciating that the Romans had designed for you to possibly live 

up to three days on a cross in intense pain. That’s how you're going to 

begin to die. Now because of this custom, you, a rebel, a robber, a 

murderer, the crowd is asking for you to be released. Can I just say this? 

Does that not sound like good news to you? Watch this. Matthew gives 

more detail about this particular person, Barabbas, than the others. If you 

read out of the NIV bible, (I don’t normally recommend the NIV) in 

Matthew 27:16-17, it actually says that Pilate brought Jesus Barabbas and 

Jesus who is called the Christ before the crowd. Did you catch that? 

According to the NIV, which is quoting from an ancient manuscript, 

Barabbas’ first name was not Barabbas; his first name was Jesus, Jesus 

Barabbas. So here's what Pilate does, and it makes perfect sense. ‘Who do 

you want me to release to you, Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus Christ? They have 



a choice of the Jesus who will be released this day and who will be 

crucified this day.  

Now, other English translations done translate Jesus before Barabbas, and 

the reason is the name, Jesus, since the Jesus, is so sacred in the English 

world that we don’t name anybody Jesus. There's another name that’s so 

bad, we don’t use that name either, and that name is Judas. It is not so in 

the Spanish world. As a matter of fact, Thanksgiving night after we had left 

Gran and Ron’s and went to my sisters, I came in and sat down at the 

table and after I finished my plate I looked across from me and there was 

Jesus sitting at the table. Literally, Jesus was at our table. I don’t call him 

Jesus; I call him by his Latin name ("hay-SOOS"). He works at Los Portales 

and he was sitting at our table. Kory calls him Jesus to his face, and he just 

chuckles. In our English world among Christians, we don’t use the name 

Jesus, except for the Jesus.  

This was not so in the biblical world. You’ve got to understand that 

mothers at the birth of their sons gave them the name Jesus because it is 

a derivative of the Old Testament word, Joshua, which talks about God 

being Savior. So Jesus Barabbas was a man who had the name Jesus 

because he believed he had been destined to be the Savior of Israel and 

he wanted to rid Israel of Roman occupation. He was doing it to the best 

of his ability, and because of that, he was a rebel, a robber, and a 

murderer. The word, Barabbas, literally means son of the father. Who has 

been held and bound in prison? The one who is condemned to die, a rebel, 

a robber, a murderer is Jesus, son of the father. ‘Bar’ means son and 

‘Abbas’ means father. Get this picture. Just brought out of prison is Jesus 

Barabbas, a rebel, a robber, and a murderer. Imagine that being you, and 

you just hear the news. For the first time, your ears perk up because you 

hear a crowd of people wanting you to be released and this Jesus who is 

called the Christ will be crucified. In Kory’s sermon last week, Jesus stood 

before the Sanhedrin council and they finally ask Him, “Are you the 

Christ?”, then they get detailed, “The Son of the most blessed.” He says, “I 

am.” Mark is telling us at this moment that when Jesus lets them call Him 

the Christ, He fully knows who He is; He is Jesus, Son of the Father. So on 

this side we have the choice of Jesus, son of the father, and on that side 



we have Jesus, Son of the Father. In other words, we’re making a choice 

here between Jesus, the son of Adam and Jesus, the Son of God. Why do 

all four gospel writers tell us this story? One reason is because it’s 

historically accurate. But if you'll notice, each one of them presents the fact 

from a little different perspective. Let me say this for the hundredth time; 

the gospel writers were not keeping a diary of Jesus, they were 

interpreting the life of Christ and writing for a purpose. I believe Mark 

really wants his church and us to see the true significance of the death of 

Christ on a cross. Here's what it is. Mark wants us to get this picture in our 

minds, in real life, not in a letter like from Paul or John, not of us sitting in 

a classroom, but us actually being there at Jerusalem when Jesus is getting 

ready to die. Mark wants us to know this about the death of Christ; He's 

dying in the place of another. Literally, He is dying in the place of 

Barabbas.  

Mark wants his church to know that He didn’t just die in the place of 

Barabbas; He died in place of that church. God wants us to know this 

morning that Christ didn’t just die for Barabbas who had rebelled against 

the Romans; He died for you and He died for me who were rebels and had 

sinned against God. We were robbers, and we had robbed God of His glory 

to establish our own glory. We are murderers before God! You say hold 

it…I can go with rebel and I can go with robber, but I'm not a murderer! 

Oh really? Are you going to play that card on me? Have you not read 

Jesus? Do you remember Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount? He said, ‘I know 

you’ve heard it said of old you shall not murder, but I say to you if you get 

angry with your brother, you are in danger of judgment. If you insult your 

brother, if you call somebody a fool…’ For all of you who haven’t 

committed murder, how many of you got angry before? How many in your 

heart have said I could kill you? You’ve wanted to, haven’t you? Do you 

realize that want to is in your heart, whether it ever gets in your hand or 

head? Have many of you has insulted somebody? Have many of you has 

actually called somebody a fool?  

Mark wants you to understand in a gospel form what Jesus did for you; He 

died in the place of you. In the story, you are Barabbas. Just as Barabbas 

was captured, bound, and condemned to death row, that’s the picture of 



all sinners. We’re under the sentence of death, and we deserve to die, 

eternally, separated from God forever and ever. Why? Because we’re a 

rebel. Yes, maybe Jesus Barabbas rebelled against Rome, but you and I did 

worse than that. We rebelled against heaven. How many times when we 

had the opportunity to do what God wanted to do did we put our will 

ahead of His will? How many times did we follow Him when it was to our 

convenience, but when it got down to it and we had to choose, we chose 

to do it our way, not His way? In a real sense theologically, not historically, 

we are robbers. Do you know what robbery actually does? Robbery actually 

takes something that belongs to someone else, you take what is theirs, 

take it for yourself, and many times, you don’t even keep it because you 

don’t want the thing you took; you want what that thing will bring to you. 

So many robbers convert what they actually steal to money or currency. In 

a spiritual way, that’s what we did. We robbed God of His glory, the glory 

of being the sovereign King of the universe. You and I robbed Him of His 

glory because we wanted to do our own thing our own way because we 

wanted our name to be in lights, to be on the billboard, we wanted other 

people to talk about us and what we've done, how good we are at 

whatever we do instead of reflecting glory to God.  

When it comes right down to it, we’re murderers. If you want to define 

murder simply, define it this way; taking the life of someone. If you really 

get down to it, at the core of being a sinner and rebelling against God, 

doing our own thing, our own way, robbing other people of their glory, 

robbing God of His glory, we are literally sucking the life out of those we 

sin against. We don’t kill them immediately, but the die a slow death. 

James literally says if you’ve kept the whole Law but fail in one point, 

you're guilty of all. If you stand before God on the Day of Judgment 

outside of Christ, He's not going to throw the part of the Law you’ve 

broken at you; He's going to throw the whole Law at you because you're a 

sinner. It’s one thing to read Paul about propitiation, it’s one thing to read 

Paul and John about the atonement, but it’s another thing to see 

atonement in reality. That’s what Mark is painting for us, Jesus Christ dying 

in the place of a man like Barabbas because the very reason He was born 

was to go to a cross to die, not for good people, but for sinners.  



If you read this story, it sounds like Pilate offers them Jesus because he 

knows the chief priests have delivered Jesus the Christ out of envy, so he 

knows the crowd is not going to choose to set a murderer loose. But the 

chief priests so hate Jesus. These people, who have handled those 

hundreds and thousands of lambs and examined them to see if they're 

without spot and blemish, now have the Lamb of God in their presence and 

they don’t recognize Him as the sinless Son of God who would take away 

the sin of the world, and so they deliver Him to death. In Him dying, He 

accomplishes what they thought they accomplished by offering those 

lambs. Is God amazing, or is God amazing? We have Jesus the son of God, 

sinless, without blemish, and we have Barabbas, and guess who goes 

home free that day. Barabbas does. A sinner goes home free, because the 

whole purpose of the atoning death of Jesus on a cross is for Him to die in 

the place of sinners, so Mark wants his church to see themselves standing 

as Barabbas and getting to go free because of Jesus.  

Then Pilate says what do you want me to do with Jesus who is your King? 

‘Crucify Him.’ ‘Why? What evil has He done?’ ‘Crucify Him!’ Pilate, wishing 

to please the crowd, to save his own neck, save his job, so to speak, 

releases Barabbas. Can any of you imagine being Barabbas? You deserve 

to die on one of those crosses. You’ve been brought out of prison thinking 

you're going to die, and now, the chains fall from your wrists, your ankles, 

and you go free. You are free from the sentence of death. You will not die; 

you will get to live I could be wrong here, but I just have to believe as he 

left he didn’t run away fast because he had been pardoned. Rome can't 

touch him now. I have to believe he hung around to see the one who was 

going to die in his place.  

History doesn’t tell us what happened to Barabbas, but here is what we 

know. Barabbas was set free, and Pilate, in preparation for Jesus’ 

crucifixion, scourged Him. Mark doesn’t have to describe this; no gospel 

writer has to because this was vivid in the mind of the early church, in the 

mind of every Jewish person, every Roman citizen. Crucifixion was so 

horrible. It was designed to be horrible. It was designed so that you would 

suffer in public for hours and days, but the Romans were still merciful. 

They would take the prisoner, (who is now Jesus and it should be 



Barabbas) strip him of his clothes, bind him to a hitching post, and bend 

him over. In an act of mercy, a Roman soldier would take a leather whip 

like object that had three prongs embedded with glass, stone, and metal, 

and then thirty-nine times, thinking he was beating a criminal and being 

merciful, that Roman soldier would lacerate the body of Christ with all of 

his might. Josephus, the early Jewish historian who has witnessed many 

crucifixions, said that many times those Roman soldiers, in their aim, would 

miss the body cavity and hit the head and eye sockets would be plucked. 

Josephus tells that many times, they would aim too low and the entire 

body cavity would be ripped open. They would literally take the skin off 

Jesus’ body. On that cross when those nails were put into His feet, the only 

way He could live was to push up against on old cross and gasp for air. 

When He would come back down again, He couldn’t breathe, for hours…it 

should have been you. I'm not talking about physically; you didn’t commit 

a murder and an insurrection. It shouldn’t have been you on that cross; it 

should have been Barabbas on that cross. But in a few hours when Jesus 

dies on that cross and lets God lay our sin on Him and He faces God’s 

wrath, and is separated from God; that should be you, but it is none of us.  

Mark is trying to tell us in picture form is what the substitutionary death of 

Christ is all about. It’s about Christ dying in your place and you not getting 

what you deserve; it’s about Christ getting what you deserve so that you 

can be released from your sentence of death. Which means what? If I am 

a true child of God, I will not be a rebel. I will not rebel against my God. 

Why? Because He changed who I am. I will not rob Him or any other of 

their glory. I will not take the life of anyone. Why? Because I am a 

changed person. We have benefited from the substitutionary death of 

Christ on a cross. Christ got scourged, He gets crucified, but we get set 

free! This Christmas, we’re going to celebrate, not what gift we’re going to 

get, but the gift we've already received, and that is freedom. We’re going 

to live with an eye on the One who died on our place so that we could be 

free. The next time sin tries to trip me up, I'm going to get my eye off the 

sin and on the One who died for that sin to set me free from what sin is 

trying to trap me to do because I'm not trapped anymore; I've been set 

free. There are no shackles.  



If you are still shackled, you can be set free this morning because He died 

for you. Don’t be like the chief priests and believe there is something you 

can bring before God that will settle your account with Him. There is 

nothing you can do, except turn from being a sinner, put your faith, and 

trust in the death of Jesus Christ on a cross for you. This is not going to be 

pretty, but for the next few weeks, we’re going to celebrate Christmas in 

Jerusalem. We’re going to see why Mark is trying to get us to the cross, 

because it’s only at the cross that you can know who Jesus is, and it’s only 

at the cross that you can know who you are, a follower of the suffering 

servant of God.  

 


