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As a kid who grew up in the 90’s, one of the Christmas movies I watched 

was Home Alone. When I was a kid, I thought that would be the coolest 

Christmas ever. Just imagine if mom and dad left me all alone and I had to 

fight off burglars coming into my house. I would think about all the booby 

traps I would set up. I had the same recorder that Macaulay Culkin had. 

This would be a dream! Now, as a dad with kids now, I realize that would 

be a horrible scene. If you really left your kid home alone, they probably 

wouldn’t throw a party; there would be screaming. They would have terror, 

and as a parent that would be the worst Christmas imaginable. I think 

about Home Alone as a Christmas movie, and it’s really almost the anti-

Christmas movie because Christmas is a holiday about getting together as 

a family and us all being unified. This movie is about abandonment, 

forsaking and leaving a kid who is all alone in this huge house. It’s almost 

the exact opposite of what Christmas should be about. If you're new with 

us this morning that is how this sermon is going to feel. It’s almost the 

opposite of Christmas because as you may have been told already, we’re in 

a sermon series that doesn’t take place in Bethlehem, which is normal 



Christmas stuff. There's a manger, the angels, the shepherds, and the birth 

of Jesus. We’re actually doing Christmas in Jerusalem. We’re not looking at 

a cradle; instead, we’re looking at a cross. Christmas is all about God being 

with us, a fellowship about Christmas. This morning, we’re not going to see 

fellowship, but rather forsakenness. We’re going to see God the Father 

abandon His only Son. We’re going to see Jesus die alone on a cross. He's 

going to be forsaken. The reason He's forsaken, the reason He's dying 

alone on a cross, the reason God turns His back on His Son is because of 

us. He's doing it for us. Jesus is forsaken so that we can be accepted. The 

big thing I hope you walk out of here knowing is Jesus died in the dark so 

we can live in the light. Jesus is going to die in the dark under the very 

wrath of God, the judgment of God. Jesus dies in the dark so that we, 

through repentance and belief, can live in light. We can live in full 

fellowship with God, not as forsaken sons, but as fully adopted sons back 

into the Kingdom of God.  

 

 

Scripture 

“And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the 

whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried 

with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, 

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” And some of the 

bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” And 

someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed 

and gave it to Him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether 

Elijah will come to take Him down.” And Jesus uttered a loud cry 

and breathed His last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two, from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood 

facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 

“Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 

 



(Prayer) 

Father God, I pray that You would help us to see and understand what 

exactly is happening as Jesus dies in the dark on the cross. Help us 

understand that He did that in our place for our sins so that we could have 

fellowship with You. I pray that just like the centurion we would confess 

that Jesus truly is the Son of God. I pray this in Jesus good name, amen. 

 

 

As we begin to walk through this text, we see in verse 33 that Jesus bore 

our judgment. We see it in this idea of darkness. We see that Jesus is 

going to die in the dark so that ultimately we might live in the light.  

I remember the first time I cried in front of Katie, my wife. We were on a 

date. I don’t think we were actually boyfriend and girlfriend at that point. 

We were in college and I was trying to get to know her a little bit, so I 

decided to take her to the movies. We were watching this movie and all of 

a sudden, I began to cry a little bit. It wasn’t just crying; it was that ugly 

cry. You can't catch your breath, sobbing; one of those you feel really 

embarrassed about. It was probably my fault because I took this girl that 

I'm pursuing to the Passion of the Christ, which is not a really good second 

date. I'm a college student, I haven’t known Jesus very long, and now I'm 

watching this movie that shows the cross. I can see probably what would 

have taken place, the scourging, the crucifixion, and in that moment sitting 

beside this girl that I like, it hits me that Jesus did that for me. In this flood 

of emotion, I could not control the sobbing.  

If you were here with us last week, you were probably like me. You 

probably had a hard time listening to the sermon because it was just hard 

to listen to the scourging, mocking, and the game they played, to really 

see in our minds how horrible the crucifixion would be. This morning, we 

find something even more horrific. It’s going to be hard for us to see 

because here's the big problem; we get things like torture and suffering, 

we get scourging, and we can almost put ourselves on the cross. We can 

sort of imagine what that would have felt like in some weird way. We can 



almost identify what He was going through, but here in dark, we have no 

idea what Jesus is really going through. I think the reason there's darkness 

is because in the darkness God wants to show us something that we’re not 

able to really see. That is Jesus, in these final three hours, is going to 

suffer under the very wrath of God. I just want us to be aware that we 

really can't even identify what this would have truly been like because 

we’re not holy, holy, holy like God. We've all sinned, we've all messed up, 

but instead of having anger toward sin, we often love and indulge in sin. 

So we can't even really comprehend what it’s like for a holy God to pour 

His wrath on sin, but that’s what's going happen on the cross. God the 

Father, in His holy anger towards our sin, will put that anger towards His 

Son Jesus Christ, and in the dark, Jesus is going to take our suffering. He's 

going to take the very judgment of God. In this first verse, we see Jesus on 

the cross. It’s noon, the sixth hour. The sun is right at the top and all of a 

sudden, these people who are watching the crucifixion see it start to get 

dark. It’s midday and now there is darkness over the land. This would have 

symbolized to them something horrific was happening. The judgment of 

God has fallen on them. They probably would have drawn some Scripture 

in their mind, like Amos 8:9, “And on that day, declares the Lord, I will 

make the sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.” 

They would have probably called to mind that when God’s judgment 

comes, the sun would not shine at midday and there would be darkness. 

Now the people are feeling the darkness, the judgment of God, but they're 

not getting it; instead, the Son of God is bearing the very judgment of God 

for us. Then it was the ninth hour, or 3 pm, which Tom Constable points 

out, would have been the times where the priests are preparing the 

sacrifice. The priests are slaughtering lambs in the temple at the same 

moment Jesus is being slaughtered on the cross. Jesus is the Lamb of God, 

the one that all those lambs were pointing to. Jesus, the final sacrifice, is 

happening while the priests are sacrificing in the temple. Jesus is giving His 

life for us. Jesus dies in the dark so that we might live in light. The first 

thing is that Jesus takes our judgment, that you deserve the judgment of 

God because of your sin, I deserve the judgment of God because of my 

sin. But Jesus, in darkness, you could almost pull that Exodus scene where 

darkness fills the land because of God’s judgment towards the Egyptians, 



that same judgment is happening, but it’s not on who should get it; it’s on 

the one who shouldn’t get it and that is Jesus Christ, the only holy perfect 

one. He's bearing our judgment.  

Next, we see this horrific reality that Jesus was forsaken by God. On the 

cross, Jesus, the very Son of God, is forsaken by His Father. Look with me 

in verse 34. It says this, “At the ninth hour (3 pm) Jesus cried out with a 

loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, My God, 

why have You forsaken Me?”’ In the midst of His suffering, in the midst of 

crucifixion with all the people around, Jesus doesn’t whisper a silent prayer 

to God. At the ninth hour, the Jewish hour of prayer, Jesus screams, cries 

out with a loud voice, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? You 

could imagine everybody listening. All of a sudden, He's got the attention. 

Remember, it’s dark. You can hardly see anything, and now, you hear a cry 

coming from the cross, a cry of why. I want us to ask the question, why 

did God the Father forsake God the Son? Of course, we know the answer 

because we have the New Testament. We have Scripture that reflects back 

on the cross. We have Scripture like 2 Corinthians 5:21 where Paul tells us 

what happened on the cross. It says, “For our sake, He made Him to be sin 

who knew no sin, so that in Him, we might become the righteousness of 

God.”  

So we ask the question, why was the Son forsaken by God? It was for our 

sake. For our sake, Jesus became sin. On the cross, He became our sin, so 

God’s wrath towards Him was because of our sin. In 1 Peter 2:24, it says, 

“He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree that we might die to sin 

and live to righteousness. By His wounds, you have been healed.” Why is 

Jesus forsaken on the cross? It’s for our sake. Jesus became our sin. He 

traded places with us. He was forsaken because you should have been. 

Instead, Jesus is forsaken so that you could be accepted. Jesus is taking 

your punishment so you could have His righteousness. That’s why God 

forsook His Son. But the people around Him don’t have the New Testament 

yet. They're looking at a man dying on the cross who’s screaming out My 

God, My God, why have You forsaken Me. So why does Jesus say that on 

the cross? I think every Jewish man, woman or child, would have recalled 

what those words are from. It’s not a random cry; it’s a quoting from 



Scripture. Jesus is quoting Psalm 22. He's quoting David’s cry and 

suffering, and He's crying it for Himself. Why is He pulling this Psalm? I 

think He wants everybody there to see there is more happening on the 

cross than meets the eye. There's something going on they need to 

understand. This suffering is not going to end just in suffering, but it’s 

going to end in triumph. The way He shows that is by bringing to them 

Psalm 22. It would have been a psalm they all sung and knew. So as Jesus 

says that, you could almost hear the people in their mind begin to sing the 

psalm, this song of great suffering from David and it is prophetic of Jesus.  

Justin Taylor at the Gospel Coalition works through this Psalm and shows 

how Jesus goes from the present to the past and then to the future. In 

Jesus present suffering, He goes back to God’s past faithfulness, and then, 

He goes to future hope. Let’s go to Psalm 22 and see how Jesus uses this 

and calls to mind to the people so they would know what's happening on 

the cross. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so 

far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by 

day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest.” Jesus, in 

present suffering, cries out. David is in present suffering penning these 

words also crying out. David’s suffering also points to Jesus suffering on 

the cross. Jesus, in present suffering, asks why. Why have You forsaken 

Me? Notice the moment He says it, He's calling their minds to look at the 

faithfulness of God. In present suffering, He goes to the faithfulness of 

God.  

Look at verse 3 “Yet You are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. In 

You our fathers trusted; they trusted, and You delivered them. To You they 

cried and were rescued; in You they trusted and were not put to shame.” 

I'm suffering, God, I'm in horrific pain, yet You are holy. You are good. 

Everyone watching me suffer, don’t just see my suffering; remember that 

God is good. God is holy. God is a rescuer. He is faithful. I want you to call 

that to mind as you see my suffering. Jesus, in present suffering, goes 

back to God’s past faithfulness.  

He continues to go back into His present suffering in verse 6, “But I am a 

worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. All 

who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 



“He trusts in the Lord; let Him deliver him;    let Him rescue him, for He 

delights in him!” The quote is the very thing that happened on the cross 

with the people around Jesus. David is penning these words, but it’s a 

prophecy. He's foreseeing what's going to happen to Jesus on the cross, 

and here's present suffering. He's being mocked and ridiculed, which we 

saw last week at the cross.  

Jesus goes back to past faithfulness. Verse 9 says, “Yet you are he who 

took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother's breasts.” 

Yes, I'm suffering, but you're still good. I know you. I Love you. You are 

still faithful to me, and then we go back into present suffering in verse 16-

18, “For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they 

have pierced my hands and feet—(That’s a direct quote about the cross. 

Crucifixion wasn’t even during David’s time. This is not about David; this is 

about Jesus. They pierced Jesus hands and feet.) I can count all my bones 

(another illusion to the cross because they didn’t break His bones, another 

prophecy that is fulfilled by Jesus)—they stare and gloat over me; they 

divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

Again, that’s another thing that happens at the cross. This whole psalm is 

about Jesus on the cross, and He's trying to grab their attention to say as 

you see Me die remember Psalm 22, because in My present suffering, 

remember God’s faithfulness. He's holy, He's faithful, He is a rescuer, and 

He is always doing something behind the scenes that you can't always see. 

Remember, in your suffering, God is faithful. 

Then He goes to a future hope. Look in verse 22, “I will tell of your name 

to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” Jesus is 

dying. He's about to give His last breath and die. How can a dead man 

praise God in front of his brothers? How can a dead man sing praises of 

God from his lips? It’s because there's going to be something else happen 

past the cross. There's not just a cross; there's going to be a resurrection. 

He is alluding to it even as He dies. Notice verse 27, “All the ends of the 

earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the 

nations shall worship before you.” Jesus wants them to get that. He wants 

them to remember Psalm 22. Yes, I'm suffering, but in the past, God is 

faithful, and in the future, He is going to continue to be faithful, so have 



hope. Guess what's going to happen. Through the cross, through what I'm 

going through right now, all the families of the earth are going to be 

blessed; all the nations are going to know who God is. It’s the storyline of 

the Bible that happened in the garden, and it goes all the way through that 

God is doing something so that every person, every nation, every tribe will 

know and see who He is. Jesus, with His arms wide, is saying this is about 

the nations. I'm giving My life so that all nations and all people will get to 

experience life with God. This is about the gospel. He's bringing to their 

mind, remember the psalm that you have, saying in your suffering it’s 

about Me, and in My suffering, in My death, I am opening up the way for 

all people to come and worship God. Jesus, in the midst of the worst 

suffering imaginable, in His present suffering on the cross, calls upon the 

psalm, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ He wants everyone 

around, hey, remember that song, start singing it in your head, start 

chanting it, remember what it says, just go through the whole psalm, 

because as we see, in His present suffering, He goes all about God’s 

faithfulness in the past and hope for the future. This is about the nations 

coming to know God.  

Here, what we find on the cross is you and I must suffer as well. Jesus is 

showing us how to suffer as a disciple of the Lord. Some of us right now 

are going through some really tough times. We’re in a situation that is 

about to break us. We’re in a situation where the clouds are so dark where 

it doesn’t seem like there's any light. We are suffering. So what do you do 

in the midst of your suffering? Jesus is helping us to see how to suffer well. 

How do you suffer well in your present suffering? You don’t ignore it, you 

don’t act like everything is fine; you cry out to God. That’s what you do in 

your suffering. You get honest with God. You get real with God. You can 

even ask why questions to God. You can be bold, go to your heavenly 

Father, and cry out to Him. Jesus, in agony, is really forsaken at this 

moment. God really leaves Him. He turns His back on Him. He's forsaken 

so we can be accepted. He experiences it, and He's crying out in real 

anguish. We can do the same thing in our suffering. We can cry out to our 

God. But in His cry, He's showing what else we must do. We must 

remember the whole psalm that as we cry, we've got to remember God’s 

faithfulness in the past. He's holy. He's good. He's rescuer. He's 



trustworthy. We understand the gospel. We remember the gospel. So in 

our present suffering, we remembered the past faithfulness of God. As we 

remember the past faithfulness of God in our present suffering, we also 

look forward. These clouds aren’t going to be forever. The valley is not 

where I'm going live forever. Instead, I'm going to be in the house of the 

Lord. Instead, I will start climbing back up that mountain. There is an ‘I 

will’ to this suffering. I will praise God again. I will see that the nations 

know the Lord. I will. There is a future past you're suffering. If it’s not right 

now, right here, it’s going to be in a Kingdom that never ends. There's an ‘I 

will’ past your suffering, just like past the cross there is an ‘I will.’ I will 

raise from the dead and all nations will know Me. So here, we see in the 

midst of Christ’ horrific suffering how we, as His followers, can suffer in like 

manner. In our present suffering, we cry out, we remember God’s 

faithfulness in the past, and we look to the ‘I will’ that is coming in the 

future.  

Next, we see that Jesus actually dies in our place for our sins. Look in 

verse 35 of Mark. We’re going to see that Jesus actually dies on the cross. 

“And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 

And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and 

gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to 

take him down.” And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last.” Jesus 

dies on a cross. He cried out “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” He's trying to 

quote that Scripture, but Eloi almost sounds like Elijah in the original 

language too, so if you weren’t paying attention, some of the bystanders 

thought He was calling for Elijah. Some of the people would have known 

what the Old Testament said at the end of Malachi said, which said Elijah 

was coming to rescue, so be watching for Elijah. So they're thinking Elijah 

might be coming to rescue, so let's wait and see if Elijah comes. This group 

of people is asking if Elijah is going to save this one man, and yet, they are 

actually watching Eloi rescue them. They're seeing ‘My God’ rescue them, 

and they misinterpret that Elijah is coming.  

But, Elijah is not coming to rescue Jesus. Eloi has come to rescue us. He 

rescues us by dying in our place for our sins. We deserve death. Our sins 

deserve death. God told us the moment you sin, you will die, and we have 



all sinned, so we all deserve death. So what is Jesus doing on a cross? Why 

did Jesus breathe His last? The Son of God shouldn’t breath His last 

breathe. The Son of God should live forever because He's never done 

anything wrong, but He dies. Why did He die? He died in your place, for 

your sins. That’s what the gospel is about. It’s the great exchange, it’s the 

trade that you should deserve death, Jesus should live forever, but Jesus 

traded places with you. He died so that you might live. That’s what the 

gospel is. He traded places. He says you deserve death; I will die for you 

so that you can have my righteousness and live forever with God. That’s 

the greatest news of the gospel. That’s the great exchange that happened 

on the cross that Jesus died in our place for our sins.  

We see that something happens when Jesus died. In verse 32, we see His 

death brings us back into the presence of God. Notice what it says in verse 

38, “And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.” 

It’s dark over Israel. It’s pitch black. Jesus dies on a cross quoting the 

psalms, bringing everyone to remember this is about the saving of the 

nations, this is about Jesus getting back the people of God. The moment 

Jesus dies, the temple, that place where sacrifices happen, the curtain is 

rent from top to bottom.  

Maybe you're new to Christianity and investigating and you're thinking 

what in the world does a curtain have to do with a cross. The presence of 

God is one of the big themes all throughout Scripture. It starts in a garden. 

We have God dwelling with man. He creates Adam and Eve to dwell in His 

presence forever. They're supposed to be with Him. God and man walk and 

talk together in perfect fellowship. Yet man sinned against God. When 

Adam and Eve sinned, it broke the fellowship and they could no longer be 

in the presence of God, so God banishes Adam and Eve out of the garden. 

He puts cherubim and flaming swords to say you can't come back into My 

presence because of your sin because God is holy and can't dwell with 

sinful man. 

Then we see the storyline pick up a little bit and see that God gets His 

presence back with His people through what's called a tabernacle. A 

tabernacle was a glorified tent. In the tent, there is a holy of holies with a 

curtain on it. The holy of holies is where God dwells in the midst of His 



people, but the curtain says God is with you, but you can't be with God. 

There is a distance between you and God because of your sin, so you can't 

come in through the curtain and fellowship with God because you're sinful. 

God’s presence moves with His people, and God is with His people though 

they're not quite back with Him yet. But then, we see the tabernacle gets 

turned into a temple, a permanent place where God’s presence will remain 

permanently with His people. All the people of God will now know where 

God is, right there in the temple in the holy of holies. There is still a huge 

curtain in the temple that says you can't come in: ‘I'm with you, but you 

can't be with Me because of your sins.’ There's a gap between us, so God 

is with us, but not quite yet.  

Josephus will say that Herod’s temple, this curtain, will be eighty feet high. 

It’s adorned with cherubim and seraphim, and angels with flaming swords 

in the patterns. The whole temple is filled with beautiful colors to remind 

us and take us back to the garden scene where we had perfect harmony 

with God. It’s supposed to look like a little mini garden in the middle of the 

cosmos where everything was perfect again. Here God is in the temple, but 

man can't be with Him because there's a curtain that divides it.  

Just imagine if you're a priest, you’ve stared at that curtain your whole life, 

and you know God is there but you can't get near because you're a sinful 

man. All of a sudden, when you perhaps hear, in the distance, a loud cry 

about a man who is forsaken, and the curtain begins to tear and rip, but 

not from the bottom like someone comes in and grabs the end; instead, it 

rips from top to bottom, meaning this is a God thing. God does a miracle; 

God rips the curtain from top to bottom. Why does the curtain rip? Because 

at the moment Jesus died, the new way to God had begun. That barrier 

between God and man, which is our sin that had to be met with a curtain, 

exists no more for those who have faith in Christ. Those who believe in the 

Lord Jesus now get to go right into the very presence of God. Jesus dies in 

the dark so that we might live in the light. We can come right into God’s 

presence and get full acceptance and love, not because of our goodness, 

but because of the goodness of Jesus. We walk right through the very flesh 

of Jesus into the presence of God. Hebrews 10:19-20 tells us that now we 

approach God in a new way, through the curtain of the flesh of Jesus. We 



go right into the holy of holies because of what Christ did for us on a cross. 

The Bible ends in Revelation with us again in a garden scene that’s also a 

city in the full presence of God. Why? Because the curtain has been ripped 

from top to bottom.  

The cross is about Jesus getting us back to God. He died in the dark so 

that we might live in the light. We might live with no more shame and no 

more guilt, fully back in the presence of God. Then we see a confession 

from a centurion at the foot of the cross. In verse 29, it says, “And when 

the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his 

last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” All of a sudden, we 

have this Gentile centurion who is in charge of killing Jesus, and as Jesus 

dies, his own lips tell us that the way all this took place, I am testifying this 

was not just a man who died; this was man was the Son of God. We have 

a ripped curtain that tells all the Jews this is the Messiah, the Son of God, 

who brings you back to God. We have a centurion for the whole Gentile 

world telling us he saw with his own eyes that this was not just a guy, but 

this is the Son of God. He's the Son of God who died for the sins of the 

world, and He died to bring us back to God.  

Here we see Jesus on the cross. He is crying out My God, My God, why 

have You forsaken Me? We know the reason. It’s because of our sins. 

Because of our rebellion, Jesus died in our place for our sins. I think the 

reason He quotes that is because He wants us not just to remember the 

first line of Psalm 22; He wants us to remember the very last line of Psalm 

22. We haven’t read the end of Psalm 22 yet, so let’s finish it. As we've 

said, Jesus went from present suffering to past faithfulness, then to future 

hope. Now, it’s going to end with a future hope, even as Jesus Christ wants 

their minds and lips to be singing the end of Psalm 22. Listen to verse 30, 

“Posterity shall serve Him.” We don’t talk like that anymore. Posterity is 

future generations, the future generations shall serve Him, “it shall be told 

of the Lord to the coming generation,” not just those who are witnessing 

the cross, but the future generations “they shall come and proclaim his 

righteousness to a people yet unborn.” There are going to be people who 

are coming, not even born yet, who will hear about the righteousness of 

this one who is hanging on a cross. There's going to be proclamations 



made about this guy who just died on a cross. What is that proclamation 

going to be? What are people going to say? What's the memory of the 

cross going to be? Notice the last line, “…that He has done it.” What is the 

last line of the psalm that Jesus wants us to remember? As He quotes the 

first, He wants us to go right to the last and know that as He's dying on the 

cross, He has done it. What has He done? He has done our salvation. He 

has paid our redemption. He is the propitiation that has incurred the wrath 

of God so that we can have His love. He has accomplished everything for 

us.  

Mark is trying to elude to it, John puts it right out in plain day. He quotes 

Jesus from the cross to say His last words were “It is finished.” It’s the 

quoting of the last psalm. He has done it. What has He done? He's died in 

your place for your sins so that you could have life with God. Jesus died in 

the dark under the wrath, condemnation, and judgment of God. He died in 

the dark so that you could live in the light and walk right into the presence 

of God, not in guilt and shame, but as a fully forgiven son or daughter of 

the King. You can have reconciliation back with God. With your lips, you 

can look at Jesus and say He's done it! He's done salvation for me. I blew 

it, but He just paid my sin debt. Jesus got me back to God. That’s what He 

has done, and now I'm going to proclaim that with my life and proclaim it 

with my lips. It’s done. It’s finished. When Jesus died on the cross, your 

salvation was purchased.  

How do you receive that? How do you get that? You’ve got to be like the 

centurion that makes the confession; truly, Jesus is the Son of God. He 

lived the life I couldn’t. He died the death I deserved. He rose again on the 

third day just as the psalm predicted so that all nations and all people 

could come to God. I'm believing that Jesus is Lord and Savior. I'm 

believing that on the cross, He paid for my sin and if I will confess Him as 

Lord and Savior, He will save me and change me. His last breath on the 

cross entered in my first breath as a new babe in Christ that I could cry out 

and get new birth into a new Kingdom. He's done it so that all things could 

be made new in my life. In light of what Christ has done, have you made 

that confession? You can't earn, work, go to church, or do good works 

enough. You have to completely trust in what Christ did for you on the 



cross. It’s done. It’s finished. So your response is to turn from yourself, put 

your full faith, and trust in Christ. When you do that, you get His 

righteousness in your account and get to walk into God’s presence in the 

light, no more guilt and shame, because of the cross of Christ. Salvation is 

crying out, Jesus, I can't, You did, I'm trusting in You. He is your Lord and 

Savior. The reality is He has done it. The question is has He done it in your 

life. Have your turned from sin and put your faith and trust in Him? Have 

you experienced the presence of God? Have you experienced the love and 

favor of God? Have you been brought back into the Kingdom of God as a 

son or daughter? Have you experienced salvation? If not, cry out today so 

that you might have life with God. Some of you are in the midst of 

suffering, and I think we can agree that no one has suffered more than 

Jesus on the cross. So in our suffering, we cry out while remembering the 

past and having hope for the future.  

 


