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Go to Mark chapter 14. I was informed yesterday that I have tickets to go 

see Frozen today. I wasn’t really planning on going to see Frozen 2, if I'm 

being honest, but I was told by my wife that I had tickets to Frozen 2. See, 

I didn’t go to the theatre to see the first Frozen because at that time, I had 

three boys, and my boys didn’t want to go see it. Now, I have a four year 

old little girl, so I was informed I was indeed going to see Frozen 2 

because my four year old girl has a four year old little friend who wants to 

have a Frozen party. I was thinking about the first Frozen and trying to 

remember the plot so I can see what Frozen 2 is about because I haven’t 

seen it that many time because I've got boys. If you a parent with girls, 

you’ve seen it a billion time! So I remembered that shocking moment in the 

first movie of Prince Hans, Anna’s husband, who is the greatest guy. He's 

amazing, they're engaged, and they finish each other’s sandwiches. He's 

amazing! About halfway through, you realize he's not amazing. He is the 

villain, and I thought that was genius because they really had us along. 

Then it flips, and all of a sudden, we see a moment of betrayal. You can 

feel it. You feel so angry. How could this happen? How could he do this?  



As we think about that theme of betrayal, the reason it works in movies 

and books is because it is a human theme. We are all acquainted with 

betrayal. In fact, when you think about your own life, there has probably 

been many times where you have been betrayed. Maybe you had a friend 

you thought was a dear friend who would never tell what you told them, 

and then they did. They betrayed your trust. Maybe there was something 

that someone was supposed to do for you, or you're working on something 

together, and then they betrayed you and didn’t do it. Maybe they went 

behind your back and did something else. You’ve had friends, loved ones, 

families, who have betrayed your trust, your friendship, and your love. We 

have all been betrayed in some way or another, so we can resonate with 

movies that have themes of betrayal.  

In Mark 14, we’re going to see that theme of betrayal comes to Jesus. 

Judas will betray our Lord Jesus, but as we think about what he does to 

Jesus, we need to realize the reason we’re so accustomed to betrayal is not 

just because we have been betrayed, but because we also are betrayers. 

Every one of us in some way or another has betrayed someone’s trust. 

Every one of us has broken promises. Every one of us has not followed 

through with what we said we were going to follow through with. We are 

all guilty in some way of betrayal. I want to remind us that when we look 

at Judas, we can also remember that it wasn’t just Judas that betrayed 

Jesus, but we all have betrayed God in one way or another. Created in His 

image for His glory to obey and worship Him, we have all not done that 

perfectly in some way or another. So as we look at this text, I don’t want 

us to just see Judas, Peter, and the disciples; I want us to see our faces as 

well. We are going to have faith on trial. We’re going to see the trial of 

Jesus. He's arrested, brought before the religious leaders, and put on trial. 

Mark is trying to paint the picture of another trial going on. There's the trial 

of the disciples, and primarily, the trial of Peter. All throughout this text, 

Jesus is faithful under trial, but the twelve, especially Peter, is faithless 

under trial. When it comes to us and the trial of our lives, we are often 

faithless. We blow it. We don’t follow through when it comes to our 

requirement to God. The good news is that Jesus has always been and 

always will be faithful. He stays when we run. He confesses when we deny. 



He is faithful when we are faithless, so our faith is not in us, but it’s in the 

one who’s faithful, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Look with me in Mark 14. We’re going to read verses 43-50 together, and 

we will walk through the rest to verse 72. If you will remember, Jesus has 

been praying in the garden with His disciples. He's praying if there is any 

other way, God let it be, and then He says not My will, but Your will. We 

are going to see that all of the disciples have a different prayer by their 

actions. They say my will, not Your will, God.  

 

 

Scripture 

“And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of 

the twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the 

chief priests and the scribes and the elders. Now the betrayer had 

given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize 

him and lead him away under guard.” And when he came, he went 

up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. And they 

laid hands on him and seized him. But one of those who stood by 

drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut 

off his ear. And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as against 

a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I 

was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 

But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” And they all left him and fled.” 

 

 

(Prayer) 

Father God, be with the preaching of Your Word. Let us hear from You and 

let us respond to You. We pray this in Jesus good name, amen. 

 

 



As we look at this first scene, we see an horrific betrayal at the hands of 

Judas. Jesus and the disciples are still in the garden getting ready to leave. 

It’s nighttime, so it’s dark and they're seeing by torches. All of a sudden, 

they see a familiar face. They see Judas, who is one of them. That’s what 

Mark points out, Judas, one of the twelve. In other words, this is one of 

Jesus’ guys, His selected disciples. He's poured three years into Judas. He's 

given time, investment, friendship, love, and generosity. Judas has been 

with Him, has seen the miracles, been in all of the main events; Judas is 

one of them. He comes, gives Jesus a kiss on the cheek, and says Rabbi, 

which would have been normal. It’s the way friends greeted each other. It 

was an endearing kiss. The eleven others would have thought this was 

normal; one of our guys is greeting our Lord. It was completely 

appropriate.  

What happens next would have absolutely shocked the eleven. What they 

didn’t realize was the kiss was actually a sign that was prearranged by 

Judas. He told the guards that the one he kissed was the man to capture 

and arrest, so as soon as Judas Jesus and says Rabbi, the guards come 

and arrest Him. They take Him by force. Notice, it’s a mob with clubs and 

swords. You can tell there is confusion. Nobody knows what to do. Luke 

tells us Peter grabs a sword, tries to go after these guards, and ends up 

only cutting the ear off of the high priest’s servant. He doesn’t do a very 

good job of protecting Jesus, but he tried. Luke says Jesus puts the guy’s 

ear back on and heals him. So even in the moment of this miraculous 

healing in the garden, these men are so angry and so want to fulfill the 

chief priest, scribes, and Pharisees demands that they arrest Jesus and 

take Him away. Jesus points out the injustice that is going on. He says why 

are you coming at Me in the middle of the night? Have I robbed a bank? 

Am I a fugitive? Did I do something nobody is aware of? I've been in the 

temple every day in the daylight, in public; if you have a problem with that, 

you should have arrested Me in the temple for those charges, but you're 

arresting Me like a criminal, like I've robbed something. He's pointing out 

the way they are not executing justice correctly. They are going after Him 

in the middle of the night with a mob rather than in the daytime with 

charges and a correct arrest. Things only get worse as we got through the 

trial of Jesus.  



Notice what happens to the disciples. Verse 50 says, “And they all left Him 

and fled.” Do you remember some of the things the eleven said? ‘Jesus, 

we've got your back. We will die with you. We will do whatever it takes. 

We’re always going to be with you.’ Then here, at the moment when they 

actually have to make a decision on whether that’s going to be true or not, 

when this crowd arrests Jesus, what do they do? They quickly flee. Jesus 

was not just betrayed by Judas, but He is abandoned by His own disciples. 

He is mistreated by the religious leaders. Jesus is now under arrest in a 

garden, and everyone has left Him. It’s just Him.  

Then Mark inserts this little part that none of the other writers tells us 

about. Matthew, Luke, nor John inserts this little detail. In verse 51, he 

says, “And a young man followed Him with nothing but a linen cloth about 

his body.” So he's got this sheet on, maybe like pajamas. It’s the middle of 

the night, this young man comes out and it says, “And the seized him, but 

he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.” It’s a weird footnote. Jesus 

gets arrested and now a man is streaking in the garden. Is this supposed 

to be funny or make us laugh? What is going on here? Most scholars agree 

that they think this is Mark inserting himself into the narrative. He's 

actually telling what he did in that moment when Jesus got arrested. Like, 

‘do you want to know my story? I was trying to go out and see what was 

going on, and they tried to take me. I wasn’t going to let them, so I ran 

away and my clothes came off, so I just ran away from Jesus naked 

through the garden. That’s what I did.’ When Mark has that game when 

you have the Skittles and the colors and one is to tell the most 

embarrassing thing about yourself, this is probably his Skittle…’One time 

when Jesus was arrested I ran naked through the garden. Everybody saw 

it; it was really embarrassing.’ This is Mark’s insert into here's what I did, 

but as several have pointed out, I think there's also an illusion back to the 

bigger story of the Bible. In another garden in the very beginning, we see 

another man in his nakedness running away from God. We see Adam in 

the garden of perfection. After sin, he felt so guilty and shameful that in his 

nakedness, he flees from the presence of the Lord. Here we have Mark in 

the presence of the Jesus in the garden and he is fleeing away in his 

nakedness. I think Mark is trying to paint the picture that if you really want 

to know what the twelve of us were doing in that garden; we were all 



doing what Adam did. We were guilty and shameful, and we were running 

away when we should have been running to our Lord and Savior. It is a 

summary of how they all got it wrong in that moment, but Jesus stayed. 

Jesus is the one who is faithful during the trial that we’re about to see.  

It moves in now where Jesus is going to be on trial, but before we see His 

trial, we see some information about Peter. I think what Mark is going to 

do is tell us there are two different trials going on. There's a trial outside in 

the courtyard that Peter is going through, and there's a trial inside that 

Jesus is going through. We’re going to compare and contrast these two 

different trials, we will see one remain faithful, and one was very faithless. 

In verse 53, here is what we see. “And they led Jesus to the high priest. 

And all the chief priest and the elders and the scribes came together.” This 

is the Sanhedrin. They're all coming together to give a verdict about Jesus. 

Verse 54 says, “And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the 

courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards and 

warming himself at the fire.” We get a picture of what Peter is doing as 

Jesus is taken into the high priest’s house to be put on trial. We see that 

Peter is outside in the courtyard warming himself by the fire. I want you to 

just look at that little phrase. It’s a phrase that haunted me all week. It 

says, “And Peter had followed Him at a distance.” I remember the first time 

I read that; it was like the Holy Spirit impressed upon me and ask me the 

question ‘how are you following Me? Are you following Me, or are you 

following Me at a distance?’ We see Peter makes a lot of bad decisions. 

Peter ends up denying the Lord Jesus. How in the world can Peter, the 

rock, deny Jesus? It starts with him not following Jesus, but following Jesus 

at a distance. We see the problem. He's close enough to see Jesus, but 

he's far enough to stay comfortable. He's by the fire. He's warm. He's not 

cold. He's not with Jesus. He wanted to be near Jesus, but at the same 

time, he wanted to be out of danger. It was like ‘I want to follow Jesus. I 

want to know Jesus. I want Jesus to know that I'm close to Him, but I 

don’t want to get close enough where I'm uncomfortable or in danger.’ 

That’s where Peter is. He's not in the house defending Jesus; he's in the 

courtyard warming himself by a fires trying to blend in to those around 

him. If we could be honest, that is probably some of us for the last couple 

of weeks. We have wanted to know Jesus, but we don’t want anybody else 



to know we know Jesus. We want to be comfortable in the courtyard. We 

want to be comfortable around our coworkers. We want to be comfortable 

at school when we’re in the classroom. When the professor says something 

that we know, we could probably speak up, but we don’t want to because 

that would be dangerous. That might cost us something. It might spark an 

argument and we would have to defend our Lord Jesus. So what do we 

do? We just warm by the fire. We’re followers, but we’re following at a 

distance because if you get close to Jesus, it gets dangerous. If you get 

close to Jesus, it gets uncomfortable because Jesus is light, and the closer 

you get to light, the more your light shines and darkness doesn’t like light. 

So here's Peter; he's not following close, he's following at a distance 

because distance is safe and comfortable.  

So, as we walk through this text, I want you to ask this question over and 

over again. How am I following Jesus? Am I following Jesus at a distance? 

For Peter, following Jesus in a garden is good, but in the courtyard, it’s a 

different story. In the garden with the disciples, I'm all in with Jesus, but in 

the courtyard, hold on; there are other people that don’t know Jesus, that 

don’t love Jesus, so I'm just going to stay out of the conversation. So how 

are you following Jesus? Are you getting close to Jesus where it might cost 

you comfort and even might be a little bit dangerous? Or, are you following 

Him far enough away where it doesn’t cost you anything? It’s comfortable 

and there is no danger, nobody is asking questions, you can just go live 

your life. How are you following the Lord Jesus? We will see that for Peter, 

it will cause him to deny the Lord Jesus. Denying Jesus starts with not 

following Jesus closely. It starts with following Jesus at a distance where 

it’s comfortable to you and there is no danger to you.  

Let's see what happens in this trial when it comes to the Lord Jesus. Look 

beginning in verse 55, “Now the chief priests and the whole council were 

seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. 

For many bore false witness against him, but their testimony did not agree. 

And some stood up and bore false witness against him, saying, “We heard 

him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three 

days I will build another, not made with hands.’” Yet even about this, their 

testimony did not agree. And the high priest stood up in the midst and 



asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men 

testify against you?” But he remained silent and made no answer.”  

As we read that, we think about our courtroom, Jesus is on trial and 

everything is ok. I want to point out what many of the commentaries and 

scholars pointed out. Everything about this trial is a miscarriage of justice. 

This is not a real trial. This is a pseudo trial. This is a false trial. This is an 

illegal trial that the religious leaders have gotten together because they 

want to expedite Jesus to death, not see if He really is guilty or not. How 

do we know that? We know by the laws of the court. There are a few laws 

that the court (the Sanhedrin) had to abide by in their day. One would be 

that trials had to be during the day because they had to be public. It had 

to be daylight. People had to be able to see what was going on. This trial is 

not during the day it’s in the middle of the night, so they hold this trial at 

an illegal time. Not to mention Jesus has been arrested on no charges. 

There were no charges brought for Jesus; they illegally arrested Him, and 

now they're illegally having a trial. By the way, the trial is during the 

Passover, which was illegal. You couldn’t have a religious trial during one 

of the festivals or on the Passover. In addition, if you had a trial and 

someone was convicted to be put to death, there had to be at least one 

day for the trial to have another session to reexamine the evidence to 

make sure justice had been carried out. We’re going see that as soon as 

they guilty, they're going to rush Him to Pilate and to execution with no 

followed up day, which was illegal in their system. Also, a trial is supposed 

to take place in the temple precinct. That’s where the trials were to be 

held. This trial is in the high priest’s house in the middle of the night. It’s 

just all the guys they have chosen to come together, and the witnesses are 

the very ones they want Him put to death by. It’s not true witnesses; it’s 

set up witnesses, and their witness can't even agree. So everything about 

this trial we see is a mockery. Who is Jesus’ defense attorney? There is 

none. They don’t give Jesus a defense attorney because they don’t want 

Him to have one, another thing that would have been illegal and a misstep 

of justice. We don’t see the religious leaders actually trying to find out if 

Jesus is just or to be condemned. What they want, in rage, is just to get 

rid of Jesus, and they do it through an illegal process, through an illegal 

trial. Why? Because the next morning Pilate is going to hold court, and 



they want to rush Jesus to the first point because they have to get Him to 

Pilate because the Jews couldn’t kill anybody through capital punishment. 

Only the Romans had that authority, so they had to get Him to Pilate for 

Him to be crucified. They're trying to do everything as fast as possible 

because they just want to get rid of Him.  

Notice, even in their own indictments, they can't agree that He's actually 

guilty of anything, so even this set up trial is not working. Finally, the high 

priest takes matters into his own hands. Jesus remains silent. It reminds 

me of Isaiah 53 which said He would remain silent like a lamb before it 

shearers is silent. Jesus is fulfilling those prophecies. He is silent before His 

accusers. Verse 61 says, “Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the 

Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” Whoa! I can just imagine, maybe for the 

first time, there is silence. There is a pin drop in the high priest’s house. 

The high priest is angry because none of these accusations is leading to a 

condemnation of death, so he says I'm just going to make it a make or 

break point. Here we go, ‘Jesus, do you claim to be the Messiah, the Son of 

the blessed one?’ The high priest is asking the question of all questions: 

Who do You say that You are?’ Jesus has asked Peter that question, but 

now somebody is asking Jesus that question. Are you really the Messiah? 

Not only that, but are you the Son of the blessed one? Are you also the 

Son of God? That’s the rumor You are spreading. You're not just David’s 

son; You are also God's Son. If You are saying that, that’s blasphemy and 

you deserve death. So I just want to hear from Your lips, do You claim to 

be who people are spreading rumors that You are? Jesus answers this 

question.  

I know we’re getting ready to go into the Christmas season, and one of the 

things about this season that always humors me is how many magazines 

and documentaries come out about how all Christians have misunderstood 

Jesus. The claim is that Jesus was a Palestinian preacher. He would go 

around Galilee and preach. He had some good things to say, but He never 

claimed to be God. Only the church made that claim. The church fabricated 

this myth that Jesus is also God, but Jesus never claimed that. There are 

many who will debate that. That is an argument that always comes at the 

feet of the church. If that’s what you’ve heard or what you believe if you're 



new to Christianity, this is where the Bible tells us the answer. Jesus is 

asked point blank, ‘Do you claim to be Messiah and God?’ Listen to how 

Jesus answers the question in verse 62, “I am, and you will see the Son of 

Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of 

heaven.” One of the problems when people argue Jesus never claimed to 

be God is because as Robby Gallaty points out that as we read the Bible, 

we listen with western ears. We expect Jesus to say yes, I am God. That 

would have cleared it up for us, but instead, He doesn’t say it exactly like 

that. So how do we know He's really saying yes I am God? Because Jesus 

was a Jewish man speaking to a Jewish culture, so we have to have Jewish 

ears to really hear what He's saying. That statement He just made is 

explosive. It has all this freight from the Old Testament that everyone 

listening would have known exactly what He was talking about. Let’s just 

go through it. First, when Jesus was asked if He was the Messiah, the son 

of God, what does He say? He says I am. It would have been more natural 

to just say yes. Why does He say I am? It was intentional. He's going back 

to Exodus 3:14 when Moses said God, what's your name? God said My 

name is I AM. So when they ask Jesus, He says I am. He's talking to 

Jewish ears and the vernacular they would have known; He is claiming to 

be Yahweh. I AM who I AM. That’s who He's claiming to be, but He even 

ratchets it up a little bit. Not only am I the I am, but ‘you will see the Son 

of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds in 

heaven.’ That Son of Man on the clouds coming is an illusion to Daniel 

chapter 7. Everyone there would have had Daniel 7 memorized. What is 

Jesus claiming? I am the one who comes from the ancient of days who 

lives forever who rules and reigns and is coming in the clouds to judge the 

nations; that’s Me. Everybody gets what Jesus is saying. Not only that, He 

says I will be seated in the place of Power. It’s a reference to Psalm 110 

where David says God says, “The LORD said to my Lord: Sit at my right 

hand.” God, speaking to the Messiah calls Him Lord, calls Him God, and 

invites Him to sit with Him on the same level as Him. Jesus is saying yes, I 

am the Messiah, but I'm also a whole lot more. I am Yahweh. I am the 

great I AM. I am the one who is going to sit beside the right hand of My 

heavenly Father. I'm going to come with the angels. I'm going to come in 

judgment. You right now are judging Me; I'm about to come and judge 



you. Very clear, without any misspeaking, Jesus is claiming He is God and 

Messiah.  

You might be thinking I don’t know…I don’t know if He exactly said that. 

You might have got a lot of things they would have assumed. Well, what 

was their reaction? The religious leaders, to their Jewish ears, what did it 

sound like Jesus was saying? Their response was “And the high priest tore 

his garments and said, “What further witnesses do we need? You have 

heard his blasphemy.” We don’t need to ask anybody else. We've just ask 

Jesus, and He just committed blasphemy. What is blasphemy? It is either 

saying wrong things about God, or claiming to be God. He isn’t saying 

anything bad about God; He's claiming to be God. That was blasphemy, a 

mere man claiming to be God. They say what further evidence do we need. 

He's just pulled all of our Old Testament Scripture about God and applied it 

to Himself. This guy thinks He's God. What do we need to know more? 

Let’s get rid of this guy; He's blasphemous. If you hear somebody say 

Jesus never claimed to be God, take them to Mark 14 and the people who 

heard Him knew exactly what He was saying because they all agreed.  

Not only that, He goes on and says, “What is your decision?” Then Mark 

says, “And they all condemned him as deserving death.” Why the death 

penalty? It’s not because He's teaching some stuff, not because He's doing 

some miracles. It’s the death penalty because He's claiming to be God, a 

mere man claiming to be God. The church did not misunderstand. Jesus, 

clearly from His lips, says what’s been a secret all through Mark. Mark 

started out saying Jesus is the Son of God, the demons say it also, but 

Jesus said to keep it a secret. Now in the moment, in this room, in this 

illegal trial, Jesus says I am God and I've come to rescue and to judge. I've 

just got to ask you, do you believe what Jesus said about Himself? Do you 

honestly believe that Jesus is your Lord and your God? It’s one thing to 

think Jesus is a good guy and think you might follow Him. If He's God, you 

must follow Him. Is Jesus right? Is He saying right things? If He is, our only 

response is to repent, believe, and follow Him because He is Lord and God. 

He claimed to be Lord and God, and then He rose from the dead to prove 

He is Lord God. What was their reaction? “And some began to spit on him 

and to cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the 



guards received him with blows.” In the midst of God in the flesh, their 

response is so hard hearted and angry that we see these religious leaders 

who are supposed to be pious and about justice, are taking their fists and 

pounding them into our Savior’s face. They're spitting on Him and mocking 

Him. They're blindfolding Him and asking Him to guess who hit Him. We 

see their heart exposed. It’s been covered up with a lot of religion, a lot of 

rules, but now it’s exposed. They want their will, not God’s will. For some 

of us, we’re in the same boat. We don’t really come to Jesus as Lord God, 

we don’t really worship Him, and instead, we mock Him. It may not be with 

our fist, but certainly with our lives. We spit on His redemption in the way 

we live our day to day actions.  

We've seen the Lord Jesus on trial who remains faithful amidst horrific 

things. Now we’re going to close with looking at Peter’s trial. Remember, 

Peter is in the courtyard warming himself. We’re going to read all the way 

through this and then make some comments. “And as Peter was below in 

the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, and seeing 

Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with 

the Nazarene, Jesus.” But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor 

understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the 

rooster crowed. And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to 

the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” But again, he denied it. And 

after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are 

one of them, for you are a Galilean.” But he began to invoke a curse on 

himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” And 

immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered 

how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny 

me three times.” And he broke down and wept.” Here we see a completely 

different trial with a completely different outcome. We've seen Jesus when 

pressed by the high priest about who He was, at the very cost of His life, 

confess He is Lord God, knowing it will lead Him to His death. Peter is 

outside in the courtyard warming himself by a fire listening and looking in. 

At this point, Jesus is being struck, beaten, and spit upon, and Peter is 

watching while staying warm, comfortable, and out of danger. All of a 

sudden, a little servant girl comes up to him and says ‘aren’t you with 

Him?’ What would you do at that moment? Peter wants to be with Jesus, 



but he also wants to be comfortable and out of danger. He wants to be 

close enough to see, but not close enough to endure. So Peter panics. He 

says ‘I don’t know what you're talking about. I have no idea who that guy 

is. I have no idea what you're saying. I'm just here.’ Then he tries to leave, 

and as he goes to the archway, a rooster crows. Jesus said you're going to 

deny me, so this was kind of a warning shot, a warning to turn back, but 

Peter comes back into the courtyard and warms himself again. When Peter 

was in the garden with Jesus and it was just the disciples, he was strong 

and courageous, ‘I’ll die for You, I’ll fight for You, and I’ll try to take the 

high priest’s ear off for You.’ Peter was gung ho. Now, he's in the courtyard 

and Jesus and the disciples are not with him. He's now in the world and 

he's not as brave or courageous. He's following at a distance now. I think 

for some of us, that’s what we do. We come to church and it’s like that 

garden scene. We’re with everybody, with Jesus and following Him closely, 

sing songs, pray, study in our groups, and then we walk out into the 

courtyard, which is the rest of life where everybody around us doesn’t love 

and know Jesus. All of a sudden, we get asked things and we shut down 

and panic. In the courtyard, it’s harder to follow Jesus closely. In the 

world, there's danger, there's some comfort that you might have to 

sacrifice. See, Peter in the garden was a close follower, but in the 

courtyard, he's following at a distance because he knows there could be 

some danger. I think for us, as we get ready to leave this place to our 

work, school, hobbies, our families, there is some danger to speak up, to 

defend, to just live out and share the gospel. There's always danger, so 

we’re tempted to warm ourselves by the fire and deny rather than confess. 

We deny, not proclaim who Jesus is. I am as guilty as anybody in here. 

When I get in the courtyard, it’s a whole different ballgame. So how do we 

move to more closely to being a follower in the courtyard? It’s by keeping 

our eyes close to Jesus.  

Then the little girl comes up a second time, and says I know you are with 

Him; you're’ with them! He denies it a second time. In the second denial, 

she says aren’t you with them? There is something about that little word, 

them. In other words, aren’t you a follower? Aren’t you with Jesus? Aren’t 

you with His disciples? Aren’t you classified as them? He denies it again. He 

says no, I do not know this guy. I think we can struggle with the same 



thing. When we get outside in the courtyard, we don’t want to be known 

as part of them. We don’t want to be known as a Christian. We don’t want 

to be known as a follower of Jesus because now it carries so much 

baggage in our culture. We’re seen as intolerant, hateful, non-loving, 

backwards, we don’t think for ourselves, on the wrong side of history. 

We’re hearing all these things, so we don’t want to be associated with 

them, so when somebody says aren’t you a Christian, you say I don't know 

what you're talking about and just walk out. That was Peter. He doesn’t 

want to be known as a Jesus follower because in that moment it was not 

comfortable; it’s dangerous.  

The third time it happens, a guy comes up and says you're with Jesus; you 

talk like a Galilean. I can hear your accent. Peter invokes a curse on 

himself and begins swearing. He basically says strike me dead, God, if I'm 

lying. I don't know Him! A rooster crows for the second time, and Luke 

says Jesus raises up from being beaten and looks at Peter. Can you 

imagine that moment? The one you're denying because you're afraid of a 

little girl who is asking you, and He's getting blows by the authorities and 

the powers that be, and He's confessing who He is to save you, while you 

deny Him to save yourself. What does His look do to Peter? It causes him 

to break down and weep. It causes Peter to get what's just happened. I 

followed at a distance. I haven’t been prayed up, because Jesus said he 

needed to be praying and he was sleeping. Now, all of this is culminating. 

He's been about his own will, not God’s will, and now it has led to a denial 

of his Lord and Savior. It’s a crushing final blow, and it leads him to weep. 

That’s how the text ends. But here's the really good news of the gospel. 

This is not the end of Peter’s story. This isn’t the end of him. The reason 

it’s not is because the end of Peter’s life is not the end of Peter because 

the end of Jesus is not the end of Jesus. In just a moment, Jesus is going 

to come to His end. He's going to die on a cross. He's going to lose His life 

and be buried in a tomb. So the end of Jesus’ life is coming, but it’s not the 

end of Jesus’ life because three days later there's going to be an empty 

tomb. He's going to rise again from the dead to new life. The end of Jesus 

is not the end of Jesus because there's a resurrection. The worst thing 

Peter could do, which is deny Jesus three times in His presence to save his 

own skin, is not the end of Peter. Why? Because of Jesus’ faithfulness and 



Jesus’ resurrection can be Peter’s faithfulness and Peter’s resurrection. In 

other words, the end of Peter’s life doesn’t have to be the end because 

there is a resurrection. Peter can walk out of the empty tomb just like 

Jesus did by faith in Christ.  

We see these two trials play out with Jesus faithful and enduring, and 

Peter unfaithful and cowering. As we see this, we see our own selves. We 

are those who are not faithful. We are those who deny when we should 

confess. We are those who run when we should stay. We are those 

running naked through a garden because we’re so scared of being close to 

God. We are those who betray the Lord. We are those who leave Him. But 

we look at a Savior who didn’t run and didn’t leave. He stayed and 

remained faithful. Why? To save us. He's the Savior who saves us. So the 

end of us, which is our failures and our sins don’t have to be the end of us. 

Even though we blow our trial, even though we are guilty before God, our 

guilt doesn’t have to remain because Jesus is deemed faithful by God, and 

if we repent and turn to Christ, we can have His faithfulness imputed into 

our account so that we then become the faithful ones. Jesus is our faithful 

Savior who came to save people who are unfaithful. I love how William 

Hendrickson summarizes this passage. He says, “Alone, Jesus faces His 

enemies, alone He suffers, and alone He is going to lay down His life in 

order that those who accept Him as their Savior and Lord may never be 

alone. Hallelujah, what a Savior!” That’s what Jesus did. He endured all of 

this alone so that you and I will never have to be alone again. You fail, I 

fail; you're guilty, I'm guilty, but there is one who didn’t fail and there is 

one who is not guilty, and He invites us to repent and trust in Him. If we 

do, we become the guiltless ones. We become the faithful ones. The 

gospel is that His trial can become our trial. His faithfulness can erase our 

unfaithfulness. His bearing all this alone can make a way where we don’t 

have to be alone. We can be with God forevermore. What have you done 

with Jesus? He says He is Lord God. Have you believed that and confessed 

that? Are you coming to Him as Lord God and following after Him? When it 

comes to following, how are you doing? Are you following Him closely, 

even if it’s dangerous and a little uncomfortable? Or, are you following Him 

at a distance where it’s safe and comfortable? The only way to follow Jesus 



is right beside Jesus. He came for you. He died for you. He loves you. He 

wants you to be with Him no matter the cost.  

I just want you to think about a few questions that you may be wrestling 

with. Do you believe Jesus is who He says He is? Have you repented and 

trusted Him. Are you following Jesus closely or at a distance? Are you 

running away in your nakedness, or running to Him to cover your 

nakedness and shame? Are you denying Him before men, or are you 

proclaiming Him around those around you? Is your faith about warming by 

a fire, or does it cause you to be on fire for the Lord Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

 


