
Time to Remember 

 

Mark 14:12-16 

 

 

Scripture 

“And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed 

the Passover lamb, his disciples said to him, “Where will you have 

us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” And he sent two 

of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man 

carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, and wherever he 

enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where 

is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room furnished and 

ready; there prepare for us.” And the disciples set out and went to 

the city and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared 

the Passover.” 

(Prayer) 

Father, add Your blessing to the reading of this Your Word. Thank You for 

letting me be the pastor of this church and have this awesome opportunity 

to share Your Word. Father, I want to apologize to You for years and years 



ago telling You I didn’t want to do this when You called me at sixteen. But 

thank You for not giving up on me and continuing to call me and let me 

now do what I can't imagine not ever doing. Father, this is just important. 

This is Your Word I am handling this morning, so I need Your anointing, I 

need Your Holy Spirit to speak through me. I need You to guide me. 

Father, I pray that You guide us as a congregation. I know I say this a lot 

to You, but I really need You to impress upon us to not let us just be 

hearers of Your Word, but doers of Your Word. In Your precious Son’s 

name I pray, amen.  

 

Have you ever had someone begin to speak to you about something that 

you already knew, but before you could tell them you already knew it, you 

could tell that you just needed to let them tell you again because you 

would hurt their feelings if you didn’t, so you listened to something you 

already knew? If you're honest like I'm going to be honest with you, I get 

in that situation a lot. When I get in that situation, I find it really, really 

hard to stay focused on what the person is saying because I already know 

what they're telling me. I get distracted, and my mind has a tendency to 

think about other things. I'm telling you all that to say this. You're going to 

struggle this morning to stay with me. I just want to say upfront that 

everything I'm going to say to you, you already know, so I'm going to 

struggle to hold your attention this morning. Your mind is going to wander 

about other things. I need you to do for me what you do to other people, 

and that is to the best of your ability, out of respect, just stick with me the 

best that you can. The reason I'm saying this to you is because I'm limiting 

my text this morning to verses 12-16, but what I really want to do is speak 

about the next passage. But the problem is there is not enough time to do 

both. Next week when you come back, we’re going to see another Markan 

sandwich, and it’s going to be awesome. The meat of the Markan sandwich 

is going to be Jesus instituting the Lord’s Supper during Passover, and the 

top piece of bread, or bun, is going to be Him sharing there will be a 

betrayer. Then He's going to give us the meat, followed by the bottom bun 

will be Him sharing that within twenty-four hours every one of them will 

desert Him. In the middle of one betrayal and all of them defecting, so to 



speak, Mark will tell us about the faithfulness of Christ. This morning, these 

verses that Mark puts in his gospel is getting us ready for what he's going 

to say next. I want you to understand I've got one purpose and one 

purpose only this morning, and that’s to get us ready for next Sunday. 

We’re going to do something different next Sunday that we don’t normally 

do. Hardin Baptist Church so loves the Lord's Supper that we don’t like to 

just add it to a service; we like for the whole service to be about the Lord’s 

death on a cross for us. So we normally come back on a Sunday night and 

celebrate the Lord's Supper. Some of you never sit down with us at the 

table of the Lord because you refuse to come back on a Sunday night. But 

next Sunday morning, because we’re dealing with the gospel of Mark and 

Jesus is going to institute the Lord's Supper during Passover, we’re going 

to sit down at the table of the Lord. My only responsibility this morning is 

to get you ready for what we’re going to do next Sunday; therefore, in 

preparation I'm not going to tell you anything you don’t already know. 

Please don’t let your mind wander.  

Mark tells us it’s the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread when they 

sacrifice the Passover lamb. Last Sunday, we did the first few verses of this 

chapter, and it was two days before the feast. We have that great event, 

and then we lose a day where we absolutely have no idea what Jesus did 

the day before Passover begins. On this first day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread when the sacrifice the Passover lamb, the disciples come 

to Jesus and ask where He wants them to prepare for Him to eat the 

Passover. Catch this. They're His disciples, He's their teacher, and it’s their 

responsibility to prepare a place for Him to celebrate Passover, and the 

Passover is about Him, it’s for Him, and they're wanting to know where He 

wants them to prepare.  

You’ve got to remember that if you're male and living in Israel, you are 

required to come to this feast. Josephus tells us that in the year 66 AD, 

four years before the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, two hundred and 

fifty-six thousand lambs were slain during Passover. Can you imagine in 

one afternoon alone, that many lambs being slain? There had to be one 

lamb per ten households, so get this picture. If you do the math, according 

to Josephus there could have been as many as two and a half million 



people in the city. Everybody who lived in the city was required that if you 

had an extra room, you had to let pilgrims who came to this feast use one 

of the rooms in your house. You had to celebrate Passover within the city, 

so the disciples say, ‘Where do You want to eat the Passover?’ Then Jesus 

tells some of His disciples to go into the city. Do you remember in Mark 

chapter 11 when He first came into Jerusalem and He needed a donkey? 

He told two of His disciples to go into the village. He said, ‘You're going to 

see a donkey; it’s going to be tied. Nobody has ever sat on that donkey. If 

someone says when you unleash, you say this, and it will be ok.’ The same 

thing is going to happen again, except now, Jesus doesn’t need a donkey 

He needs a room. Now listen, they're going into a city of at least a million 

people for this festival. So Jesus says, “Go into the city, and a man carrying 

a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, and wherever he enters, say to 

the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, 

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’”  

I want to make sure you understand this. The last thing you would expect 

to see in the city of Jerusalem was a man carrying a water pot. I know this 

is difficult in our day and age to understand, but in this culture, there were 

things that men did that women didn’t do, and things women did that men 

didn’t do. Twenty-five years ago, I could say this…if you went to a mall 

anywhere in our area you would never see a man carrying a purse. You 

can't say that today. In the biblical world, you would never see a man 

carrying a water jar, not in public. Sorry ladies, but that was a woman’s 

job.  

You’ve got to get this picture. They say where do You want us to prepare 

for You to eat the Passover, and He said go into the city, and when you 

see a man carrying a water jar, follow that guy. That’s the last guy you 

would want to follow. They followed this guy to the house, opened the 

door, the master appeared, and they say the Teacher wants to know if the 

guest room is ready where He can eat the Passover with His disciples. The 

man lets them in, they go up and see this large upper room, and it’s 

furnished. Furnished means there are rugs, carpets, couches, and a table 

that the food will be set on. Once they saw that this room was just like 

Jesus said, they began to prepare the Passover.  



That’s it. That’s the message. I would like to add just a little commentary. 

You know what the Passover is. You know about the Feast of the 

Unleavened Bread. It’s the first day. You’ve got to know some people try to 

make a contradiction here because, technically, according to the Old 

Testament, you sacrifice the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the 

month at twilight. Because the Jewish day started at 6 p.m., the first day 

of Unleavened Bread started that night. Mark seems to put them on the 

same day, and some people believe Mark is confused. Mark is not 

confused. You’ve got to understand this is fourteen hundred and seventy 

years after the original Passover. Let me give you an illustration. How 

many of you celebrate Christmas? When is Christmas? The 25th of 

December. Do you only celebrate Christmas on December the 25th? No. If 

you ask me if my family celebrates Christmas, I say yes. If you get 

technical, you will think I only celebrate December 25th, but because of the 

size of our family, we start a few days early and we go a few days after. 

Many of you are like that.  

So here is what is happening. It’s the day when they take the Passover 

lamb and kill it. This is all in accord with Exodus chapter 12. For see, what 

Passover is going to do is remind the Jewish people of what God did for 

them when He delivered them out of Egyptian bondage. In Exodus chapter 

12 after the ninth plague, God is getting ready to unleash the tenth on the 

Egyptian people, and He tells Moses to tell My people that this month is 

going to be a new month for you. It’s going to be the beginning of years 

for you. It’s going to be the beginning of a new calendar. Your life is going 

to be different. We’re not going to measure time the way we used to 

measure time. This month is now the first month in your calendar, and on 

the tenth day of this month, you select a lamb. It can be from the sheep or 

it can be from the goats, but it’s got to be without blemish. It’s got to be a 

male, one year of age. Put it up, and then on the fourteenth day right 

before twilight, after examining it for three days, kill that animal. Drain the 

blood into a basin, then take a hyssop brush and dip it into the blood, and 

then spread it on the doorpost and lintel of your house. Take the rest of 

that animal and clean him, but do not break a bone in his body. Do not boil 

him, roast him on a fire, and don’t let anything touch this animal. Once the 

sun goes down, eat this animal, because tonight, I'm going to pass through 



the land and where I see the blood, I will pass over; death will not come to 

that household. For the household where I do not see the blood, I will take 

the life of the firstborn of every person and every animal. When you get 

ready to eat this Passover meal, I want you to have your belt on, your 

sandals on your feet, your staff in your hand, and you will eat it in haste. 

You’re not going to sit down and fellowship. You’re not going to sit down 

and enjoy a big meal. I want you to eat this meal knowing that at any 

moment I can come, and I want this meal to have been eaten. You're 

going to eat it so fast that you don’t have time to bake bread, so the bread 

you will eat tonight can’t have leaven in it. This has to be bread that’s 

unleavened. I want you to have a bowl of bitter herbs there. When you eat 

this meal, I want you to be ready because I'm coming. When I come, I'm 

going to deliver you from death. Then He says when you get into the land 

I promised you, from the fourteenth day in evening to the twenty-first day 

in evening, I want you to eat unleavened bread, no leaven. In this day of 

preparation when Mark said it’s the first day of Unleavened Bread when 

they sacrifice the Passover lamb, there was one moment when they killed 

the lamb, applied the blood, and ate the meal, but for seven days, every 

meal they ate there was to be no leaven in the bread, unleavened bread. 

Unleavened bread, can I just say, is not good at all.  

Here's what Moses says. When your children in future generations see you 

taking that hyssop brush, dip it into the blood, and put on the doorpost on 

your house, and they ask why we are doing this, you tell them that God 

saved us from death through the blood of a lamb. Remind them that God 

passed through the land and where He saw the blood He passed over, but 

where He did not see the blood, death came to that household. So the only 

salvation for us was being covered by the blood of the lamb. Tell your 

children that.’ 

Now, in the 13th chapter of Exodus when they institute this feast, they are 

already out of Egypt. Hear this. God did what He said, He came into the 

land, took the life of the firstborn, the Egyptians basically kicked them out 

of the country, and they were throwing stuff at them to leave. When they 

get a few days away, Moses stops and says listen, when we get into the 

land, we’re going to celebrate Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 



Bread. See, on the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, they had to 

go through their house and rid it of leaven. Moses says when you're ridding 

your house of leaven, tell your sons why you're doing this. Tell them the 

reason you're doing this is because by the outstretched hand of God, we 

are no longer slaves in Egypt; we have been set free. Do you see this? If I 

understand this correctly, the Passover meal symbolized their redemption 

from Egypt that they were saved from death. But when God saved them 

from death, He didn’t leave them in Egypt. So the feast for seven days was 

going to symbolize that they were no longer slaves in Egypt, but are now 

children of God in the Promised Land. Does that make sense?  

Stick with me. Here is what's going to be radical next Sunday. I want you 

to be ready for this. The disciples are getting a Passover meal ready for 

Jesus, and Jesus is going to reveal Himself as the Passover meal. Whoa! 

Did you get that? They're going to come to sit down and go through a 

Passover meal that they think is for Jesus, and then Jesus is going to say 

to them ‘I am the Passover Lamb!’ This will make such an impression on 

the early church that Paul will actually write to the church at Corinth in a 

bad situation where they are some really bad things going on in the 

church, and he's going to remind them you had better get that out of your 

church because if you don’t, it’s going to affect the whole church, and he 

uses the illustration that a little leaven leavens the whole lump. He reminds 

them about this old leaven, but then he says you're not old leaven; you're 

unleavened bread, you're unleavened. Then he said ‘For Christ is our 

Passover Lamb who was sacrificed for us.” Paul pictures Jesus as the 

Passover Lamb. Now, watch this. I've overlooked this for years! I get so 

excited about Jesus being the Passover Lamb; I get so excited about the 

institution of the Lord's Supper that we've created a whole service around 

it that I never noticed what he says next in 1 Corinthians chapter 5. “Let is 

then keep the festival, not with the leaven of malice and evil, but with the 

unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” Then I had this thought, and I've 

never thought this before. Is it possible that Paul was writing his letter to 

the church at Corinth while the Passover celebration was going on and he 

used this as an illustration about Christ and salvation, and then he says 

let’s go ahead and keep the feast, meaning the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread? Or, is he doing what he does many times, and what the writers of 



the New Testament do, which is actually see into the Old Testament how 

certain things that happened in the Old Testament were actually types of 

our salvation? In all reality, this story about God delivering Israel out of 

Egypt and Christ being our Passover Lamb is telling us this truth…just like 

God delivered Israel from Egypt from the blood of a lamb, God delivers us 

from sin through the blood of the Lamb of God. He is our Passover Lamb! 

It wasn’t a selection we made; it was a selection God made. He chose His 

Son, and He sent His Son into this world to be tempted, yet He never 

sinned once.  

Why is Mark telling us all this stuff that is happening to Jesus during this 

last week of His life? It is because the world is trying to find every way 

they can to find fault in Him so they can kill Him. But they can find no fault 

in Him! The very reason He's going to die is because there is no fault in 

Him because He is the Passover Lamb of God without spot and blemish, 

the Son of Man, the Son of God, a male who will die for the sins of the 

world! That blood will be taken into the very presence of God and offering 

as an atoning sacrifice for you and me, but unless we, through repentance 

and faith, dip our heart into the blood of Christ and apply it to the doorpost 

of our hearts, we will never be rescued from death. God will leave us in a 

state of spiritual death and we will one day face eternal death unless the 

blood of Christ is applied to us. If the blood of Christ is applied to us, on 

the Day of Judgment, God’s judgment will pass over us because of the 

blood of Christ.  

What I'm saying to you is I believe Paul believed that Jesus Christ is the 

Passover Lamb and he believed the Old Testament Passover ritual was a 

type of our salvation where God rescues us from death. But he also says 

keep the festival. That was the seven days that followed the Passover. 

What happened on that day? You had to search your house. If you weren’t 

going to eat leaven for seven days, you didn’t want any leaven in the 

pantry anywhere. You didn’t want to be tempted, so you had to clean your 

house. Listen to this. If you read Exodus chapter 13, Moses says to the 

children of Israel after they just got out of Egypt, (imagine God saying this 

to you right after you got saved) I don’t want anybody to ever see you 

with leaven during these seven days. Then he adds I don’t want anybody 



to see you anywhere in your territory with leaven during these seven days. 

Whoa! What is Moses doing? Moses knows human nature like I know 

human nature. Sometimes we have things in our life that we don’t want 

others to see, so we think there are places we can do it by ourselves and 

we think it won't hurt anybody. Moses says I don’t want you to be seen 

with it. I don’t want you to be seen with it anywhere in your territory. I 

don’t want you to think you can do it on the backside of the farm because 

your neighbor might be on the front side of his farm and he may see you 

doing it. You’ve got to understand that by the time of Jesus, leaven, for the 

children of Israel, for the biblical world, was a symbol of evil. So I'm 

thinking if Jesus, as the Passover Lamb, is a type of our salvation where 

God rescues us from death, if the festival in the Old Testament revealed 

they were no longer slaves but would be free when they came into the 

land, is it possible that when Paul says let us keep the festival, what he is 

saying is let us understand that Christ didn’t just free us from death; Christ 

freed us from the old leaven of our life? He wants to celebrate the freedom 

that we have in Christ and to truly realize we’re no longer a slave to sin. He 

didn’t make you alive and leave you in sin. He didn’t just save you so that 

you could be a saved sinner, die, go to Heaven, and not go to Hell. He died 

to set you free. He died to get you out of sin, He died to get me out of sin, 

and He put us in Christ Jesus so that this new life we have would symbolize 

that we are no longer slaves but we’re sons of God, saints of God! What 

Paul wants us to know is what Moses wanted us to know. He doesn’t ever 

want there to be a place in our life where we get caught with something in 

our life that shouldn’t be there. We all struggle with something.  

I wouldn’t have told you this, but Celisa has already said it publicly to her 

group and gave me permission to say this. My wife loves cokes. She tries 

not to drink them because she likes them so much. As a matter of fact, if 

you come to our house and ask for a coke, I can't give you one because 

we don’t have them in our house. The reason is because Celisa knows if 

she has a coke in our house and she gets one of those urges, she's going 

to try to fight it, but if there is a coke anywhere in the house, she's going 

to find it because she's going to search the house for it, and she's going to 

drink it. She is safe in our house because there are no cokes in our house. 

But when this urge hits her, it hits her so strongly sometimes that when 



she searches the house hoping there is one, if there's not one, she goes to 

the garage, the camper, and has been known to go across the street to 

Kory and Katie’s and look through their fridge for a coke. There have been 

a couple of times she's been in the garage of my sister and her husband’s 

house looking for a coke. See, you can't have it in the house, but you also 

can't have it in the territory. It’s kind of like me and chocolate. But this 

sermon isn’t about those kinds of things. You know what this sermon is 

about. You know what God delivered you from. You know what you used 

to be enslaved to sin in. Now the rest of your life is a festival celebrating 

the fact that you are no longer enslaved to that old habit, but have been 

set free as a child of God.  

Do you know what we’re going to do? We normally take a whole service 

and get our heart ready to sit down at the table of the Lord on a Sunday 

evening, but we’re not going to do that this week. We’re going to take all 

week. Next Sunday when you come back, we’re going to eat this Markan 

sandwich, and we’re going to sit down at the table of the Lord and take the 

cup and bread into our bodies. Have been delivered from death? Has the 

blood of Jesus Christ been applied to your heart? Have you truly repented 

of being a sinner and you are depending only in the shed blood of Jesus on 

a cross for your salvation and that only? Have you eaten, and are you 

eating of the Passover Lamb of God that He provided for your salvation? 

The Lord's Supper next Sunday is going to launch us into a festival for the 

rest of our lives; it’s called sanctification. I'm going to ask you to go home 

and start a search of your house. Let it start with your heart, your mind, 

and rid yourself of that stuff you know doesn’t need to be there. After you 

search the house, I want you to look through the barn, the business, your 

places of recreation because there are certain behaviors, certain actions 

that God never wants to be seen in the life of His children. That’s the 

reminder of an old life that’s enslave to sin. This whole week is us getting 

ready for what we’re going to do next week, and that’s to honor Jesus 

Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.  

Let me tell you what Paul was concerned about in his Corinthian letter. He 

was concerned about there being certain things in the church that if the 

church condoned it would affect someone else and ruin their life. I can 



honestly tell you that I don’t want to be doing something in my life that 

might ruin my grandchildren’s life. Something I may think I could do, I 

bring it into my home and my life, could affect my children, my spouse, 

and my grandchildren. I don’t want to be a stumbling block to anyone. I've 

been called to a life of sanctification. Our lives have been set apart, and it 

doesn’t look like the world’s life. We’re not going to argue over what's 

leaven or what's not. This is between you and the Holy Spirit of God, but 

when we come back here next Sunday, we’re going to eat of the Passover 

Lamb, and then we’re going to celebrate the festival of a sanctified life. It 

isn’t our supper; it’s the Lord's Supper. This isn’t about you as a Christian; 

this is about you as a member of the church. We all do this together. It’s 

community. Will you commit to use this week to truly check your heart, 

your house, and your territory and rid it of leaven because you know 

you’ve been saved from death by the blood of the Lamb?   

 

 

 


