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What a privilege it is to begin another week on this first day in the 

presence of the Lord and the body of Christ. Open to Mark chapter 13. 

Several of you were gone last week because it’s fall break. Our college is 

on break this week while others are coming back. Thank you so much for 

being here. If you missed last week, please try to get a copy on the 

internet. In order for you to fully understand what we’re going to say this 

morning, it’s based on what we said last week, so I hope you'll get that so 

you can understand our train of thought this morning.  

 

Scripture 

“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling 

from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And 

then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 

power and glory. And then he will send out the angels 

and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 



earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as 

soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 

know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly, I 

say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away “But concerning that day or that hour, no one 

knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the 

time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, 

and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay 

awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 

come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 

crows, or in the morning—lest he come suddenly and find you 

asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 

 

 

(Prayer) 

Father, it was important for Jesus to tell us to stay awake, and I pray that 

we stay awake and believe truly that You are coming again. Father, let us 

truly live in light of the return of Your Son, our Savior. Anoint us to speak, 

anoint us to hear, and please, Father, and hold our thoughts captive. This 

is a passage that You know has many different interpretations, so we don’t 

want to disagree this morning, but there will be some things in minor detail 

that we will not see the same. I pray that we all agree that You’re going to 

send Your Son back. It would be tragic if we were to be asleep at His 

return. We pray that You help us heed the message to stay awake. It’s in 

Your precious Son’s name we pray, amen.  

 

 

 



Many of you know that last Saturday, our daughter, KiKi, came home from 

Malawi. She was going to land in Nashville at 5:53 p.m. I can't tell you how 

excited we were to know that she was coming home from Malawi after 

being gone for a while. She was taking a straight flight to Nashville; she 

flew a long, long way from Blantyre to Ethiopia, to Dublin, Ireland, to 

Washington DC where we got the first news that she was in the USA. She 

couldn’t get to Nashville until 5:53 that night. I'm telling you, if her driver’s 

license and passport had not been stolen in Malawi, I think she would have 

rented a car in Washington and driven home. So she had to wait all day 

and we had to wait all day, but we knew at 5:53 on October 5th, 2019, our 

daughter was going to be in the airport at Nashville. For days, especially 

that day, we lived our lives in light of KiKi coming home. As a matter of 

fact, Celisa, Katie, and the boys were so excited, they decided to leave 

early that Saturday morning, get as close to the Nashville airport as they 

could so they didn’t miss her being there, so they went and stayed all 

afternoon in the shopping mall. I didn’t have that opportunity to do that. 

We had some things we still needed to do on the farm, so I made sure that 

at a certain time I would leave the field. No matter what happened, I had 

already decided that because my daughter was going to be in Nashville at 

5:53, I was going to stop doing what I was doing, drive home, shower, and 

then drive to Nashville. Celisa even said KiKi wouldn’t mind if I needed to 

shell corn. No, no, no, no! If we don’t get this crop in, it does not matter; 

I'm going to be at the airport in Nashville at 5:53 when she lands! Can I 

tell you what it was like to be in that airport knowing that our daughter 

was going to land at 5:53? We went into the Nashville airport, parked, and 

went to baggage and up the steps. Do you know where the sign is when 

you come out that says if you're on the other side, you can't reenter 

without going back through screening, and on this side of it, the sign says 

do not enter, and they have the guard there? We are standing right there. 

Because of a text message, we knew she had landed, left the gate, and 

was coming through that door, but she never came through. What we did 

not know is that there were actually two flights that day from Washington 

DC to Nashville, and they were both within six minutes of each other. We 

were standing at the wrong gate…While we were standing at this gate for 

our daughter to come through, she was going through another gate! We 



had already seen on the screen that her flight was going to land and the 

baggage would be at baggage terminal number one, so we rushed backed 

down those steps to baggage terminal one, but the only problem was her 

baggage ended up on number eight, so she was at baggage eight and we 

are at baggage one. Again, we get on the phone and ask where she's at. 

She told us where she was and we knew we weren’t very far apart, but 

there were a whole lot of people in between us. I wish you could have 

been with us when we saw her running toward us and us running toward 

her. I wish you could have seen Crider, Finley, Garnett, and Evie Kate 

when their little eyes caught Aunt KiKi. They burst through the crowd and 

grabbed her with the biggest grab they could give and holding her! I can't 

tell you what it was like to actually see our daughter home. I had no 

excuse! I knew it was October 5th. I knew it was going to be at 5:53 p.m. I 

knew she was going to land in Nashville Tennessee. But I'm telling you I 

lived my entire day in light of knowing she was coming, and I wasn’t going 

to miss it.  

This passage is going to be foreign to us in this text age. In this age of 

knowing someone is coming, where they're going to be, and what time 

they're going to be there and can meet them, but I wonder how many of 

us ever have a day where we live in light of really believing this could be 

the day that Jesus comes back. I wonder if we showed hands, how many 

of us this week really had a day where we were fully awake, watching, and 

believing Jesus could come at any moment. I'm sure KiKi would have 

understood if Dad would have stayed in the field and shelled corn, I mean, 

I did go to Malawi this summer to see her after all. I'm sure she would 

have understood if Katie and Celisa said they had things to do and asked 

her to just rent a car and they would see her at home. But I believe it 

might have hurt her feelings. I wonder what Jesus might think sometimes 

in Heaven when He sees us live with no thought that today could be the 

day He comes.  

This morning we’re going to look at Mark chapter 13. When we get sent 

out this morning, I hope each one of us will live in light of the truth of the 

return of Jesus Christ. I want to give another disclaimer because some of 

you were not here last week, and I want to say this again. I have some 



people I study, some people I respect, some go-to people, but I have 

struggled to find anybody else who has written on this chapter that I agree 

with. I respect what they believe and I respect what many of you believe, 

but I'm sorry that I'm not in agreement with what many people believe. I 

want to give this disclaimer that I don’t even know if I agree with me on 

what I'm going to say. I don’t say that to be funny; I say that to be 

truthful. Last week as soon as I got home, Keith Harris sent me a text that 

said, “I can't wait until next week. You’ve got to tell me what you're going 

to say next week.” I texted him back and said, “Keith, I'm going to tell you 

what I believe in this text, but know what I tell you today may not be what 

I believe on Sunday morning.” I'm being honest; this is a difficult passage 

of Scripture for me, but we’re preaching verse by verse through the gospel 

of Mark and I can't skip it. I've got to tell you what I believe. I want you to 

agreeably disagree with me if you disagree with me, but I hope when the 

sermon is over, we agree on the main thing. That is there will be a second 

coming. Even though we may disagree on the minor details, it’s important 

we live in light of the return of Jesus.  

Now, let’s remember Jesus is on the Mount of Olives, looking over at the 

temple that He has just told the disciples will be destroyed, and four of 

them come to Him in private and ask the question when will this happen 

and what will be the sign when all these things will be accomplished. Then, 

Jesus gives them signs to know when the temple will be destroyed. In 

verses 5-23, He gives them the sign of the birth pains and then the sign of 

persecution. While they're being persecuted, He tells them to keep their 

eye on the main thing, and that is the gospel, the good news of Jesus 

Christ must go out to all nations. But when they're dragged before courts 

and rulers, don’t have a planned speech, just wait and rely upon the Holy 

Spirit because He will give you the very words to say. Then, He tells them 

when you see the army start to surround Jerusalem, get out of the city 

because its desolation is near. Then, He warns them about what's going to 

happen and talks about a time of tribulation that will be the greatest time 

of tribulation since the beginning of creation. He says there will never be a 

time like this ever again, and He warns them there will be false prophets 

and false messiahs, and if it were possible, they would deceive even God’s 

elect. Jesus tells us that because of God’s elect, He is actually going to 



shorten the days of that tribulation or all of humanity would basically be 

wiped out during that time of tribulation. Wow. Now, I want you to hear 

this. The summary of these verses from last week is when you hear, don’t 

be alarmed, but when you see the abomination of desolation, when you 

see the armies marching on Jerusalem, it’s time to be alarmed and time to 

get out of the city.  

We’re now ready for the rest of what He said. Verse 24 says, “But in those 

days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in 

the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming 

in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will send out the angels 

and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 

ends of heaven.” I don't know what you're thinking, but here's what I'm 

thinking. Based on other things Jesus has taught, this sounds to me like 

this is not describing the destruction of a temple in Jerusalem and the 

destruction of a city. It’s actually describing what we call the second 

coming of Christ. That’s what it sounds like. If you remember, I was careful 

last week to make sure we understood this thought that the disciples did 

not ask Jesus when He was coming back. They didn’t even believe He was 

going away the first time. They didn’t believe He was going to die on a 

cross. They're asking when the temple going to be destroyed and what will 

the signs be. So why does Jesus introduce the second coming with the 

destruction of Jerusalem when we are here and we know the temple was 

destroyed in AD 70, and it’s 2019 and Jesus still hasn’t come back yet? 

Does that make sense? Isn’t that a valid question? Can I give you my 

answer? This is strictly me going out on a limb. I struggle with how we can 

go from the destruction of Jerusalem to Jesus talking about the second 

coming with seemingly no transition. Or, is there a transition? There is. 

Whoa, and I missed it! The last sign that Jesus gave the disciples about the 

destruction of the temple and the fall of the city of Jerusalem that will 

happen in AD 70 was that tribulation was going to be really, really, really 

bad. There is going to be false prophets and false christs who are going to 

rise up and have the ability to deceive even the elect, possibly, because 

they're going to do signs and wonders, and people will say ‘look, the 

Messiah is over there! Hey, the Messiah is over here!’ That’s the transition. 



See, we’re reading this passage as Christians in America. We’re looking 

back on something that happened over two thousand years ago. We’re 

also looking at something that hasn’t happened yet. How could Jesus put 

them so closely together? Here was the Jewish thought. Your security and 

strength in that day was the size of your city and size of your walls. Israel 

had an advantage that nobody else had. Israel had God’s house, the very 

presence of God living in a city in Israel called Jerusalem. The thought was 

that’s God’s house. God’s not going to let a pagan nation destroy His 

house. So from a physical standpoint, a Jewish person would have thought 

if the armies of Rome ever marched on their city, they would get inside 

that city and hide, go to the temple, pray to their God, and God would 

rescue and deliver them. Safety and security was inside the city of 

Jerusalem because that’s where the house of God was. What is Jesus 

saying? ‘When that temple starts to be destroyed, I'm not coming to rescue 

it. I'm not going to come and save the city of Jerusalem. It’s going to be 

wiped out to fulfill what the prophet Daniel talked about.’ He says ‘when 

you see these things start to happen on earth, get out of the city. When 

you hear people saying I'm over there, or I'm over here, don’t listen! I will 

not be here when that happens, and I'm not coming to rescue the city or 

the temple.’ Why would Jesus let the temple be destroyed? He's already 

told us it is rotten to its core. He knows that the Shekinah glory of God left 

the temple a long time ago, and He knows there is no blood from a bull or 

goat that can be offered on that altar in that temple that will ever make 

man right with Him. He knows that temple was but a shadow, a type, of 

Him. He knows God is going to wipe it out, but He knows those Jewish 

believers could not wrap their mind around that.  

Now, watch this. We have all of these signs of what to look for to know 

when the temple is going to be destroyed, but when He starts to talk about 

His return, there are no signs on the earth. The only sign on the earth will 

be this. The second coming of Jesus will be sometime after the tribulation 

that took place in AD 70. That’s all Jesus says, except, the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will start not giving light. Instead of seeing a few 

stars falling, you're going to see all the stars start to fall. You're going to 

see the powers of the heaven start shaking. Then He says. ‘Then they will 

see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great glory and power.’ Note 



this; I don’t know if it’s important or not, but for the first time, Jesus 

switches pronouns. He quits saying ‘you,’ and when referring to His return, 

He says ‘they.’ It’s almost as if a different group of people is going to see 

this event than the people He's talking to. Here's what Jesus knows. Jesus 

knows every person that’s living there, every disciple that’s with Him, He 

knows most of them will live to see and experience the destruction of the 

temple. When He starts talking about His return, the signs aren’t on the 

earth; they're in the heavens…then comes the Son of Man in power and 

great glory in the clouds. In the Old Testament, the clouds are the vehicle 

for the presence of God. He's coming as God! He's going to be seen 

differently than the last time He's seen on this planet by the Jewish crowd 

who crucified Him in humility and weakness. He's now coming in power 

and glory. When He comes, it says the angels that are coming with Him 

are going to gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of the 

earth to the other end of the heaven. Please see this. Destruction of the 

temple in Jerusalem; there's not going to be a gathering, there's going to 

be a scattering. Jesus says get out of the city! Get into the hills! Flee! Run! 

It’s going to be bad! Pray you're not pregnant! Pray you don’t have small 

children! But when He starts talking about His return, there's not going to 

be a scattering, there's going to be a gathering, a gathering of the elect 

from the four winds, from the far corners of the earth to the far corners of 

the heaven. I'm assuming this covers the space station, amen. Have you 

got this picture? When Jesus comes, angels are coming with Him. Those 

angels are going to gather all of Jesus’ elect to Him. The very opposite 

that’s going to happen in the destruction of Jerusalem is going to happen 

in the return of Christ. He's coming for His elect.  

Now, who are the elect? That is me and you. John chapter 6 is clear. Jesus 

taught about the bread from Heaven, and He said ‘if you believe in Me, it’s 

just like drinking and eating; you'll be satisfied.’ But He knows most of 

them in the crowd that day are not believing on Him, so He looks at them 

and says ‘all that the Father gives to Me will come to Me. Whoever comes 

to Me will never be cast out. I came from Heaven for this purpose, (not My 

purpose, but God’s purpose) to lose nobody that He's given Me, and to 

raise Me up on the last day.’ Let’s make sure we interpret this the same 

way. Jesus is speaking to a group of people who are not coming to Him, 



and He says ‘you're not coming to Me, but everyone that the Father gives 

to Me will come to Me. Whoever comes to Me, I will not cast out.’ That’s 

good news. If you come to Jesus, He’ll never cast you out. That’s where 

we get eternal security of a true believer. Let me ask you this question. 

What causes you to come to Jesus? You’ve been given to Jesus by God. 

That’s the elect. God gave you and I as a gift to Jesus. Because of what He 

was going to do on that cross, God guaranteed that there would be a 

group of people who was going to come to Jesus, and those are the elect, 

that’s you and me. Do you understand this? You're a trophy of grace! You 

know what a trophy is. That trophy acknowledges someone’s 

accomplishment. Kory used to have trophies. People would come in the 

house and I never heard anybody go ‘oh wow, that’s a super great trophy!’ 

No, they wanted to know what that trophy meant. When they looked at the 

trophy, we got to talk about Kory. You understand this, right. You are a 

trophy! Why do you think God has put you where He's put you? He's put 

you there to be a trophy of His grace, and He gave you to Jesus! Because 

He gave you to Jesus, you come to Jesus, because all the Father gives to 

Him comes to Him. You know this; not everybody comes to Jesus because 

not all have been given to Jesus by God. Those who have been given 

come, and Jesus says ‘I’ll not cast out any of them.’ Then He tells us ‘I 

came down from Heaven for this very purpose, and that is to not lose you, 

and to raise you up on the last day.’  

Now, Jesus goes on talking and this group begins to say ‘how can He say 

He's the bread from Heaven? Isn’t His daddy this, and isn’t His momma 

this? How can He say He came down from Heaven?’ Jesus looks at them 

and says ‘hey, hey, guys! No one can come to Me unless the Father draws 

him who sent Me.’ Then He says ‘and I will raise him up at the last day.’ 

Are you with me? Who is Jesus going to raise up on the last day? He's 

going to raise up those that the Father draws to Him. Who is the Father 

drawing to Jesus? He's drawing those that He gave Jesus as a trophy of His 

grace! Jesus says ‘on the last day, I will raise that person up because I will 

lose nobody that the Father’s given to Me!’ Now Jesus is teaching ‘when I 

come back, the angels are coming with Me, and they're going to gather My 

elect from the four corners of the earth! There's not a place you can be 

where when I come back I won't get you, and you won't be with Me 



forever and ever and ever!’ See, you didn’t want to be in the city of 

Jerusalem when it was going to be destroyed, but when Jesus comes back, 

it doesn’t matter where you're at! Wow! Please tell me you see this! He's 

coming back for us. So when somebody says the Messiah is over there, 

don’t go over there because He isn’t going to be over there. When He 

comes, you're going to look to the heavens because that’s where He's 

coming from.  

Watch this. Look at the next section. He says in verses 28-31 ‘you know 

the lesson of the fig tree. It’s branches start to get soft and it starts 

producing buds and leaves, and then you know that summer is close.’ 

Summer is near. Now Jesus starts telling us to watch, stay awake. Because 

when we start seeing these things happen, it’s near at the gates. When I 

read the ESV, you heard me say, “He is near at the gates.” The ESV 

translates this word, “he,” as some other translations of the Bible do, but 

“he” is not in the Greek manuscript. What do the translators do when 

there's not a subject? In English, you have to have a subject and you have 

to supply it. So the translators interpret the passage to mean it’s talking 

about Jesus, so they supply the word, “he.” It makes us think this is talking 

about Jesus coming, but that subject is not in the Greek text. Do you see 

the problem? Here's what I want to say. Jesus says ‘truly what I'm telling 

you is going to come to pass in this generation. Heaven and earth would 

pass away before My Word would pass away.’ Let me ask you a question. 

If this is talking about the second coming of Jesus Christ, then Jesus lied to 

that generation because it didn’t happen in their generation. The temple 

got destroyed in their generation, but Jesus didn’t come back in their 

generation, and He said all these things would happen in this generation. If 

Jesus is just talking to me and you, talking about our generation, we’re 

going believe He's talking about our generation. So how can Jesus be 

talking about the second coming here if it didn’t happen in that generation? 

It’s not what He's talking about. See, if you leave the subject out in English 

and just hear what Jesus said, it’s near; it’s at the gate. What's near? 

What's at the gate? When you see all these things start to happen, the 

beginning of birth pains, the persecution, the abomination of desolation, 

the tribulation, and you see these false christs, it’s just like the fig tree 

blooming, so know it’s near. Know what is near? The destruction of the 



temple is near. It’s going to happen in this generation, He said. He said 

‘you can bank on it. Heaven and earth will pass away before My Word will 

not be fulfilled.’ Wow! So here's what I believe. Some of you don’t believe 

this, and it’s ok. These next verses aren’t talking about the return of Christ; 

these verses go back to the original subject, which is the destruction of the 

temple. Does that make sense? Jesus has been telling the people ‘you can 

know when this is going to happen. You can know with a certain certainty 

that you had better get out of the city.’  

Then in verse 32, He says, “But concerning…” He goes on, “…that day and 

that hour, no one knows, not the angels in Heaven, not the Son of Man, 

but only the Father.” So, ‘stay awake. Be on guard because you don’t know 

when the time is. You don’t know when the season is.’ Ok, I'm totally 

confused…Jesus has just been telling me I can know exactly when the 

destruction of Jerusalem is going to take place, to the point that I had 

better get out of the city when I start seeing certain things happen. Now, 

He's saying I can't know. How can He tell me I can know, and now tell me 

I can't know? He's switched subjects again. He's telling His disciples ‘you 

can know when the temple is going to be destroyed, but you don’t know 

when the Son of Man is coming again. You don’t know the timeframe. You 

don’t know the day. You don’t even know the hour.’ Then He says ‘I don’t 

even know.’ I get really tickled when teachers on the radio and TV start 

telling us when Jesus is coming back, and Jesus Himself, when He was on 

the earth, didn’t even know! People listen to those people and send money 

to them! Are you kidding me? Jesus is saying you can't know when He's 

coming back!  

Jesus goes on to say it’s going to be like a man going on a journey. He 

leaves his servants in charge and they continue to do what they were 

doing, but he looks at the doorkeeper and says stay awake. Now, we 

struggle with this because we don’t have doorkeepers. KiKi has a 

doorkeeper in Malawi. Josh and Stacey have a doorkeeper in Malawi. Eric 

and Stephanie have a doorkeeper in Malawi. I met the door keeper. They 

also have a dog. His name is Jerry. He is a German Shepherd who is 

trained to take out anybody who comes on that property who he doesn’t 

know, so you have to be introduced to Jerry by KiKi, Josh or Stacey, Eric or 



Stephanie, or the doorkeeper. If not, Jerry will take you out. So, Celisa and 

I met Jerry. We said nice things to Jerry. We petted Jerry. We wanted to 

get to know Jerry. Jerry didn’t roam in the day, only at night. As soon as 

the sun went down, everybody got in their houses and Jerry got let out. It 

was about midweek and I needed to run out of the house and go see Josh 

and Stacey, so I went out the front door and I was aware of Jerry. I start 

going “Jerry, hey Jerry, it’s me KiKi’s day!” I went through KiKi’s gate, and 

when I made the turn to go down to Josh and Stacey’s gate, Jerry came 

after me. I mean came after me…full growl, full bark, full everything! I 

jumped up on the hood of the Land Cruiser and he came up on the hood 

with me, so I got up on the top of the Land Cruiser. It was bad. He's 

barking, I'm yelling, and KiKi hears and comes running out. Josh and 

Stacey come running out. The gatekeeper, who was supposed to be 

holding Jerry, wasn’t. Jerry got loose because the gatekeeper wasn’t doing 

his duty, and I liked to have lost an arm and a leg! Wow! The rest of the 

time I was there, me and the gatekeeper had an understanding. When that 

sun goes down and they let Jerry out, it’s your duty, if I want to go outside 

the house, to make sure Jerry doesn’t attack me. Stay awake! He agreed. 

We can't fathom that. Listen to this…Jesus is telling His disciples ‘I'm not 

just saying this for you; I'm saying this for all,’ so He's got us in mind here. 

‘You're like the doorkeeper. Stay awake. I'm coming back, and I don’t want 

you to be sleeping. I want you to be awake. You don’t know when I'm 

coming. You don’t know if I'm coming in the first watch, second watch, 

third watch, or fourth watch.’  

See, all the watches are night, because we know in the daytime you don’t 

really need a doorkeeper. People just don’t do mischievous stuff in the day 

like they do in the night. So if you're a doorkeeper, every night is kind of 

boring. You're watching for something that’s never going to happen. So for 

the first six months, you do your job and nothing happens. Then all of a 

sudden, Bro. Ricky shows up and you think nothing is going to happen, 

and Jerry gets loose, and you were asleep. You got caught sleeping. You 

better listen to me; Jesus Christ is coming back, and we don’t know when 

He is coming back. But because He's coming back, we had better be 

awake. Can just say this? If you and I were fully awake, many of us 

wouldn’t be doing what we’re doing. We wouldn’t be neglecting some of 



the things we’re neglecting. If we really believe Jesus Christ was coming 

back, we would live in light of that. When He comes, we would want to 

greet Him. We would want to be there. This is why Peter and John in their 

writings when they talk about the return of Christ say if you really believe 

this, if you really believe He's coming back for you and you will one day get 

a resurrected body, you will keep this body spotless, you’ll keep it pure, 

and you won't let it get into the sinful junk that everybody else is into. You 

will be different. Everywhere the second coming is taught in the pastoral 

letters, it’s always taught with the emphasis to live in light of the return of 

Christ. When you live in light of the return of Christ, it changes your life. 

Let’s make this commitment this week to stay awake. Everything you do, 

filter through this lens…if Jesus Christ came right now, would I want to be 

doing what I'm doing? Whoa! It will change how we walk, how we work, 

and how we witness if we live in light of the return of Christ. He's coming. 

We just don’t know when. He's coming.  

 


