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We’re going to be Mark chapter 12. I've noticed there are generally two 

types of people. There are planners and there are wingers. Some of you 

automatically fit into the planner category. You love planning things out. 

You love a calendar. You love opening your phone up and looking at your 

calendar app. You’ve got vacations scheduled until 2021; you’ve got the 

plan ready. It drives your spouse and your friends nuts. The rest of you 

might be a winger. You don’t even know what you're doing tomorrow. 

You're just going to wake up, go to work, and whatever happens, happens. 

You don’t have anything in your calendar. You don’t even know why there 

are calendars that show into the future. Why do you need to know about 

tomorrow, today has enough worry? That’s what Jesus said and you're just 

a winger; you're following Him. That’s what you do. I'm more of a planner. 

I like to plan things out and follow a plan. Sometimes that works well on 

mission trips and sometimes it doesn’t. Several years ago, I took a group 

to Nicaragua. We had a plan. We had about twenty-five high school 

students and some parents. We were there to do a vacation Bible school at 



a school called La Panama. We spent about six months working on the 

plan, the lessons, and the crafts. We had everything ordered and ready, 

we get on a plane. We show up to La Panama school and nobody is there. 

There are no kids, no teachers. The only person there is the security 

guard. I walk up to him and say, “Where are the kids and the teachers? 

We’re supposed to be here; everybody knew we were coming.” He said, 

“It’s a week long holiday; school’s out.” I said, “Really, because I've been 

emailing your director for about six months now about this date, and I've 

got a plan. It involves some kids and there are no kids here!” So, we've got 

a bad plan now, and here are twenty-five people saying what are we going 

to do now? I don’t know; here's the plan, the plan is not happening. So we 

had to back up. I called Garland and tried to figure out what we could do. 

He says I'm really not sure… I'm like, that’s great…these kids want an 

answer, I want an answer, I want a plan. He said, “There is a village up 

the road we’ve been wanting to go to that doesn’t have water. Would you 

be interested in putting water in a village?” I said, “I would be interested in 

doing anything right now; just give me something to do!” So, we go to bed 

that night not really knowing what we were going to do, but we were 

going to go to the village the next day and try to figure it out. We tell the 

village we are coming, so when we get there, there are water pipes and all 

of the villagers. This is a village with no water. They carry water in buckets 

on their heads, some half mile just to bath in and drink. Every single 

person in the village had got together and dug the trench outside of their 

houses. In about two days, we laid about a half mile of water pipe and got 

to give running water to about one hundred families. At the end of this, we 

turn on the water and kids are playing it the water, celebrating and 

dancing. They are happy! We got to have a service that night to talk about 

Jesus, who is Living Water. We got to see some adults from that 

community come to Jesus. We got to see salvation happen. I got to see in 

that moment is that sometimes God has a better plan. Actually, God always 

has a better plan. Sometimes I plan things out and have things ready, but 

God changes those and has a better plan. 

What I want us to see this morning is God’s better plan. We will see in our 

text that the scribes had a plan for the Messiah. He was supposed to be 

David’s son, he was going to be the king, and he was going to make life 



better. They end up rejecting Jesus because He didn’t fit their plan. What 

they didn’t realize is Jesus actually had a better plan. He would not just be 

the son of David who is the king, but He is also the Lord. He is God, who 

came not to give them better life, but to give them new life. For some of 

us, the problem we have is that we have a good plan for Jesus. Our good 

plan for Jesus is that He is our Savior. We ask Him in our heart, we walk 

the aisle, and He is our Savior. He saved us from our sins and now we’re 

doing whatever we want, we’re going to Heaven when we die (thank you 

Jesus, I will want you then), but right now, He has little to do with your 

everyday life. That’s a small plan. Your plan is Jesus is your Savior. What 

we are going to see is that is not God’s better plan. God’s better plan is not 

for Jesus just to be your Savior. God’s better plan is for Jesus to be your 

Savior and Lord. He's Lord! When He forgives you, He changes the 

direction of your life. He doesn’t come to give you a better life; He comes 

to give you new life. He doesn’t come to jump in on what you're doing; He 

comes and says come follow Me into a Kingdom that’s bigger and better 

than you could ever imagine. You can't come to Jesus as Savior only; you 

have to come to Jesus as Savior and Lord. We’re going to see this better 

plan of God with the big picture that Jesus is both Lord and Christ who 

came not to give better life, but new life.  

In the context of what we’re going to read, Jesus has been asked several 

different questions from the scribes and the Pharisees. There were 

questions about taxes, questions about the resurrection, and questions 

about what the greatest commandment is. He's getting all of these 

questions blasted at Him, and now Jesus is going to ask His own question. 

As the Baker Commentary points out, it is the last question Jesus asks the 

religious leaders, so it is a very important one. It’s a question about the 

identity of the Messiah. Who is the Messiah? Who is the promised one? 

Who is the Christ? Who is this one who is supposed to come and rescue 

us? Jesus is going to ask a question that gets the scribes and all of the 

people thinking. Please turn to Mark chapter 12 beginning at verse 35 

reading to verse 37.  

 

 



Scripture 

“And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes 

say that the Christ is the son of David? David himself, in the Holy 

Spirit, declared, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 

    until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 

 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” And the great 

throng heard him gladly.” 

 

(Prayer) 

Father God, we pray that You would help us to see who Jesus is, and in 

seeing who Jesus is, we will see who we are and see if we respond 

properly to Jesus because we don’t want a good plan; we want Your better 

plan. We pray this is Jesus’ good name, amen. 

 

Jesus comes and asks a question about the Messiah. How can you say the 

Messiah is David’s son? He's speaking to a group of people, but He's 

talking about the scribes. How can the scribes, the scholars, those who 

study all of the Old Testament, say that the Messiah is David’s son? Jesus 

is asking a question that everybody would have assumed. Everybody 

knows the Messiah, or Christ, which is the same word that means anointed 

one. Christ is not the last name of Jesus; it’s a title about Jesus. Jesus is 

the anointed one, the Messiah, the one who comes from God as the 

anointed King. It’s that picture of Samuel anointing David as the Christ. 

The people are waiting for the true Messiah to come and all of Israel, 

especially the scribes knew the Messiah is David’s son. It’s all over the Old 

Testament. They would read about the Messiah being David’s son. For 

instance, in 2 Samuel 7 is one of those famous passages about the Messiah 

where God is talking to David about David. It says, “When your days are 

fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring 

after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 



He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 

kingdom forever.” Everybody knows that Scripture, especially the scribes. 

So, who is the Messiah? Who is the one coming to set up a kingdom to rule 

on a throne, forever? Who is this? It’s David’s son, someone who will come 

from his body. So, all of Israel, all of the scribes are waiting for David’s 

son, this king who will come and rule. He will make their life better 

because if he comes and rules, the Romans will be out and they don’t have 

to pay taxes to Caesar anymore. They will be a superpower again like they 

were in David’s day. That was their good plan.  

Jesus throws a question that gets them thinking about their understanding 

about who the Messiah is. The question comes from Psalm 110. He says, 

David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit 

at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ David, 

himself, says in the Spirit that the Messiah is His Lord. Let's just back up a 

little bit. Notice the language Jesus uses. “David himself” is a weird way of 

saying “David said.” See, He wants to draw attention to David…He's the 

king; listen to what David said. You're listening to the scribes; let’s listen to 

David. Let’s go back to the source. Notice the second part of it. Not only 

does David say, but he says ‘in the Holy Spirit.’ We see the doctrine of 

inspiration. God is the author of the scriptures. God inspires the words of 

scriptures. From Jesus’ mouth, He says when David spoke these words 

from Psalm 110 he was speaking in the Holy Spirit, so everything David 

said is actually what God intended him to say. When we read David’s 

words, we are really reading God’s words. When you read the scriptures, 

you're not just reading what men have said; you're reading what God said 

through men. Peter helps us untangle this a little bit in 2 Peter 1:21, 

“…men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” God 

is inspiring what the writers of the Bible are putting in, so you can trust it is 

what God wants you to know.  

So, these are God’s words, not just David’s words. The question is what did 

God say through David? He says, ‘my LORD,’ which is Yahweh, God the 

Father, ‘said to my Lord.’ It’s a messianic psalm. It’s about the coming 

Messiah, the coming King, the coming rescuer. David says He is my Lord. 

Here is what God said about Him, ‘sit at My right hand until I make all of 



your enemies under your feet.’ Notice what Jesus points out that they 

overlooked. Did you hear what David called Him? David called the Messiah 

Lord, which means master, which means Lord, which means God. David 

calls the Messiah who is supposed to be his son Lord, God, master. We've 

got a problem. If you say the Messiah is David’s son and David calls him 

Lord God, how can that be? How can a dad call his kid Lord God? That 

doesn’t make sense. Play that out in your house. Imagine your son coming 

downstairs for breakfast, and you say, ‘my Lord God, how are you this 

morning?’ That would be a little strange, wouldn’t it, ‘hey Lord God, I'm 

following you today, I'm under your authority, whatever you want.’ Your 

kids would love that! That is the reverse order, the opposite order, because 

kids are to respect their parents, kids are under the authority of their 

parents! Jesus is saying if you're saying the Messiah is David’s son under 

David’s authority then look what David called him…Lord God. David said 

the Messiah is my authority. He might come after me, but he ranks before 

me. (We've heard that before from John the Baptist.) So we see this 

imagery of David calling the Messiah Lord.  

What is Jesus trying to do? First of all, Jesus is not saying that the Messiah 

is not David’s son. Jesus knows the Messiah is David’s son. Jesus claims to 

be David’s son. He is teaching them the Messiah is David’s son, but He is 

also more than David’s son. Yes, He's the son of David, but here's what 

they missed in that term, Messiah, He is also God's Son. That’s what these 

scribes and religious leaders are missing. Their view of the Messiah is He is 

just David’s son, and Jesus is saying He is way more; He is God's Son. 

That’s His identity, He is Messiah, and He is also Lord. The scribes’ good 

plan was the Messiah comes, He becomes king, and then we rule. The 

Messiah makes our life better. These robes we are wearing, these 

greetings we are getting; He is going to make our life even better when He 

comes. They can't even comprehend or imagine the Messiah is not just 

David’s son to make their life better; He is God's Son who comes as David’s 

son to make their life, their existence new, to bring them into a kingdom 

that is better than they could ever imagine. The Messiah is more than 

David’s son, and Peter picks up on this in Acts 2. He says, “For David did 

not ascend into Heaven, but he himself said (Peter is going to quote the 

same thing Jesus quoted) the LORD said to my Lord, sit at My right hand 



until I make your enemies your footstool. Let all the house of Israel 

therefore know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, 

this Jesus whom you crucified.” Peter is saying let all of Israel know that 

Jesus is not just Messiah, not just Savior; He is Messiah, Christ and Lord. 

He's both David’s son and God's Son. He is the conquering King, not just of 

Israel, but of the cosmos. He didn’t just come to bring better life, but to 

bring new life. Their plan was very small for the Messiah. God had a better 

plan, an all-encompassing plan that the Messiah would be His own Son.  

I think the problem is we also can do the exact same thing. We, as a 

people, can actually reject the true Jesus because we misunderstand who 

Jesus is. For some of us, we have a good plan about Jesus. Here is the 

plan. ‘Jesus is my Savior. When I was eight, I asked Him into my heart. 

When I walked an aisle, I asked for forgiveness, so Jesus saved me. He 

forgave me of my sins and I'm so happy He's my Savior because one day 

when I die I'm going need Him because I want to go to Heaven, not Hell. 

So I'm really exciting He is my Savior, but from that moment until now, 

He's kind of been useless in my life because He's just my Savior. He just 

gets me into Heaven. He just forgives me for my sins. He doesn’t interact 

with my everyday life. He's not the one I think about, follow, and love 

every day.’ I think what we need to see is that is not how Jesus came. He 

didn’t come just as Savior. He is Savior, He is here to save you from your 

sins, but He is so much more. He is both Christ and Lord. He is Savior and 

He is also Lord, and if you come to Him as Savior, you can't get Him as 

Savior if you don’t also come to Him as Lord. It’s both of those. See, the 

scribes plan wants a Messiah that makes their life better. For some of us, 

we come to Jesus to make our lives better. Our marriage is struggling, our 

dating relationship is struggling, we don’t have purpose, we don’t feel 

value, we have this guilt we feel, so we come to Jesus to fix our life to 

make it better, and then we get on with our life. Jesus didn’t come to make 

life better; He came to make life new. He came to not just save you but to 

be your Lord. He came to rule over you. Our view sometimes is Jesus just 

saves me, but Jesus saved you to bring you into a relationship with God, 

the Father, to pull you into a Kingdom that is bigger and better than you 

could ever imagine. He brought you into the family of God. In other words, 



when you believe in Jesus as Savior it should change things because now 

you have a Lord/master whom you follow.  

How do you see Jesus? Which one is He for you? Is it the good plan for 

Jesus to come along and make your life better? Or, is it Jesus is life, Jesus 

is everything, and you want to come to Him as Lord and Savior? How do 

we know if we’re in the better plan? How do we know if we have just as 

Lord and not just Savior? There are a few questions you’ve got to ask 

yourself. Do you love Jesus I mean really love Jesus, not just say you love 

Jesus, but actually love Him. People can see it and feel it. You love Jesus, 

cherish Him, and love spending time with Him. It’s noticeable that you love 

Jesus. If someone loves a sports team, it’s noticeable. It changes their life. 

When you love Jesus, how much more should it be on every ripple effect of 

our life? Do you truly love Him? Secondly, do you listen to Him? If He is 

Lord, Lord/God/master, then we should listen to Him. What does that 

involve? It involves reading the Bible and hearing from Jesus from His 

Word. Do you desire to listen to Jesus? If not, it might mean you have 

Jesus as Savior, but not as Lord. The reality is if He is not Lord, then He is 

really not Savior. Thirdly, do you actually obey Jesus? If He's Lord, if He's 

God, then there will be obedience, repentance, and pursuit of holiness. You 

will be listening, obeying, and actually following after Jesus. We actually 

follow, we come under, He is in control, and we obey and do what Jesus 

would have us to do. When Jesus becomes both Lord and Savior, He 

changes the direction of your life. You can't come to Jesus as Lord, then 

carry on with your own life, and live for your own glory. No, things change. 

You now live your life for His glory. So, where are you with Jesus? See, the 

scribes wanted a Messiah that became king that made their life better. For 

some of us, we've come to Jesus so that He can give us forgiveness and 

make our life better, but then we go about our life doing what we want 

and we’re glad we’re going to go to Heaven one day. Or, have you seen 

the better plan of God that Jesus is not just Savior He is also Lord? Coming 

to Him means forgiveness of your sins, but it also means new life in a new 

kingdom with new purpose, new desires, and a new direction. You follow 

Jesus, not yourself. Has that happened? Have you come to Jesus as Lord 

and Savior?  



We've seen who the Messiah is. The Messiah is Lord and Savior. The 

Messiah is both Christ and Lord. But the question trickles down to us…who 

are we? If that’s who Jesus is, then who are we in response to who Jesus 

is? Jesus is going to give three examples of people in three different 

categories. I want you to think of which category you fit in. Am I the 

scribe? Am I the rich crowd? Am I the poor widow? Here is what we read 

in the next section. Verses 38-40 says, “And in his teaching he said, 

“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and like 

greetings in the marketplaces and have the best seats in the synagogues 

and the places of honor at feasts, who devour widows' houses and for a 

pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

We've seen who the Savior is, so now let’s look who the scribes are. The 

scribes are the good guys in Israel’s day. They're the scholars who read the 

Bible and probably lead Sunday school and small groups. These are the 

guys you go to when you want to know about God. They seem like they're 

under the favor of God, but Jesus is going to show things aren’t always as 

they appear. It looks like they have the favor of God because they wear 

long robes, they love greetings, they love the right places, and they love to 

sit in a place of honor. For them, religion brought great advantage. They 

were close to God because it got them close to people. They love God so 

that it would bring the love of people. In reality, they weren’t truly loving 

or following God, they were just enjoying the benefits of what religion 

brought to them. Jesus cuts to the core and said they might look great on 

the outside, but I want you to see what's going on, on the inside of these 

scribes. They devour widows. These scribes were going into the homes of 

widows and instead of being there to bless them, they're going to rob and 

take advantage of the most vulnerable in that society. The scribes made 

long prayers so that everyone might hear them, but they don’t care if God 

hears them or not. They just want to be known, heard, and sound really 

good. The scribe category is all about the outside. They look the part. 

They're dressed up, at Sunday morning church, and everything looks good. 

They have a smile on their face and they're having their quiet time. On the 

outside, everything looks good. If you bumped into them, you would think 

they were under the blessings of God, but in reality, on the inside things 

were further from the truth. On the inside, there was this rottenness. They 



were devouring widows. They were only in religion for themselves. I just 

have to ask if that describe you. Does that describe your relationship with 

God? It looks good on the outside, but truth be told, you're not really 

following or loving Jesus. We can't tell. You look good, but you know deep 

inside that your motivation for sticking this thing out is for your own 

advantage, not for the advancement of the Kingdom.  

Then Jesus gives two other categories of people. In verses 41-44, it says, 

“And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting 

money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. And a 

poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 

And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, 

this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the 

offering box. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of 

her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” Jesus 

tells this story about watching people coming in and putting their offering 

in a box. Now, I don’t mind people-watching. There are some cool places 

to watch people like an amusement park, Wal-Mart, or the mall. But Jesus 

is people-watching during the offering time. What if when we had our 

offering time, Bro Ricky followed the plate around and watched you put 

your offering in the plate? It would be a little awkward. You would be 

wanting to give a little extra amount or telling him you're an online giver! 

You would feel this added pressure. Jesus is watching at the offering box 

while all these people are giving their offerings. I imagine the disciples are 

watching this too. There are rich people coming and putting in large sums 

of money. It was obvious because of the way they set up the offering box. 

When you put money in, it would make a loud sound so the more the 

money the louder the sound. Everybody there knew who gave more and 

who gave less. There is a couple who put in a hundred, maybe a thousand, 

maybe even a ten thousand dollar offering has gone in and everybody is 

thinking they must really love God, look how much they gave. Then Jesus 

says there is the poor widow who comes in. You could almost feel the 

embarrassment. She's a poor widow and all that she has is in her hand, 

and it comes to a penny. That’s her worth. She goes to the offering, I'm 

sure watching these others put in large sums so she's probably not making 

eye contact and doesn’t want anyone to see her. You can imagine that it 



makes no sound. Everybody is probably wondering why she even tried. If 

you're going to put in a penny, why don’t you just go home and try again 

next time. This is nothing for the offering of God; you must be poor! Jesus 

calls the disciples over and says, ‘Hey, did you see what just happened? I 

want to tell you who gave the most. It was that widow who gave one cent. 

Do you know why she gave the most? It is because all of those rich people 

who came in and put money into the offering gave out of their abundance. 

They are leftovers. They had some leftover income, so they gave it to God, 

and it was a large amount and looked really good for everybody there. But 

this woman came in and out of her poverty gave all that she had to live on. 

She comes in poor and needy and offers every single thing she has. The 

poor widow has given more because she gave all that she had.’ In other 

words, this widow is all in while those rich people were only giving 

leftovers out of their abundance.  

Why does Jesus tell these three scenarios just after talking about the 

Messiah? Who is the Messiah? He's Christ and Lord. He's Savior and Lord 

God. He's both of those things. Now He's looking at us; how do we relate 

to the Messiah? How do we relate to Jesus? Are we like the scribes who 

are only about the outside? Are we like the rich group who are only about 

leftovers? I'm going to give God the leftovers of my life. I’ll give Him one 

hour on a Sunday morning, but that’s it. The rest of my life is mine and I'm 

going to go live it without even thinking about what He wants me to do 

with my life. It’s just the leftovers and it looks really big and really good. 

Then we see the proper response to Jesus. The proper response is all in, 

this lady who comes and says everything I have is Yours. It’s all in. That’s 

the proper response to Jesus as Savior and Lord. You come and you are all 

in. We see in this text that things aren’t always as they appear. We see a 

widow’s offering looks worthless, but it’s actually the greatest of all the 

offerings. We see scribes who appear outwardly to be favored by God, but 

actually, they are under the condemnation of God. We see Jesus who looks 

like a mere carpenter’s son who is pretending to be David’s son, who in 

reality is God's Son who came to rule over the cosmos. Then in three days, 

He's going to look even more like a pretender because they are going to 

nail Him to a cross showing the scribes they were right. This is not David’s 

son; David’s son doesn’t die. But then things are not as they appear 



because Jesus is going to come out of the tomb as not just Savior, but as 

the risen Lord of the universe. Then we will see those words from David, 

‘sit at My right hand, Lord, because I'm going to put all enemies under 

Your feet.’ See, sometimes things seems like darkness is winning and 

Christians are losing, but there is a day where all enemies will be put under 

the feet of Christ and the church wins. Light pushes out the darkness. The 

scribes had a good plan. Come Messiah, set up your throne so that you can 

make our life better. Jesus comes as God’s better plan. He isn’t here just to 

make earthly life better. He's not here just to be a Savior to give you 

forgiveness of your sins. He is here as Savior and Lord, as both Christ and 

Lord to give you new life.  

Who is Jesus to you? Is He Savior only? You’ve said the prayer, in your 

head you’ve got forgiveness, you feel a little bit better and think you're 

going to Heaven when you die. You're not exactly sure, but you're trusting 

in Jesus as Savior. But that’s all Jesus is to you, just your Savior. Or, is 

Jesus your Savior and Lord? Is He the one who’s forgiven you of your sins, 

brought you into a right relationship with God, brought you into a Kingdom 

that is bigger than yours, and now, your life is spent falling more in love 

with Jesus and following, obeying, and living on mission for Him because 

you love Jesus because He's the King of the cosmos who rules and reigns 

over your heart? Who are you before Jesus? Are you like the scribes? You 

look good this morning because you're here. It’s all outward. You might go 

to a small group, Sunday school, you might have prayer requests, but in 

reality, it’s all on the outside. It’s all for show. When it’s just you by 

yourself, you know the truth. It’s all pretense. It’s all false. On the inside, 

you are far away from God. Or, are you like the rich in this parable? It’s 

just leftovers. Yes, you're coming to God, give Him the ten percent, give 

Him the little bit of time in your life, but it’s all leftovers. You're still 

completely in control. Or, do you come as the only one in the story who 

was truly rich, the poor widow? She says I'm all in, I'm giving everything I 

have, and in it, she finds the richness of Christ.  

How are you before God? Is it all outward? Is it all leftovers? Or, is it truly 

being all in for the sake of Christ? Whose plan are you following? Is it your 

plan for Jesus? He's Savior and makes your life better; I’ll go to Heaven 



one day. Is it the better plan of God? He's Savior, but He is also Lord. He 

rules and reigns over your life.  

There's another verse in Psalm 110:4, “You are a priest forever after the 

order of Melchizedeck.” We've talked about the Messiah. The Messiah is 

more than they can imagine. He is King, but He's also God, the forever 

King. Here is even more than they can imagine. The King who is God is 

also the Priest. He's the one who’s going to bring the people to God. He's 

the one who is going to war with the people to get them to God. But we 

will see in three days that the King/God/Priest is going to a cross and also 

become the sacrifice. The Priest of God who is the King of God who is God 

is going to become the sacrifice three days from now in our story to be our 

sacrifice, not just to be our Savior, but to be our Savior and Lord, to rule 

and reign over us as Priest/King/Sacrifice forevermore. That’s who Jesus is. 

He's more than our little good plan. He's more than our neat and tidy 

‘come and make my life better.’ No, He is the Messiah who came to give 

you new life. He's not just the Christ. He is the Christ who is also Lord. He's 

not just Savior. He's Savior and Lord, and if you don’t know Him as Lord, 

then you don’t have Him as Savior. Whose plan are you following? Your 

good plan, or have you come to the better plan that God has. My plan was 

VBS at a school, but God’s plan was water to a village to give a couple of 

people water forevermore. God’s plan is better. It’s always better.  

 

 


