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I appreciate all of you being here as we gather this morning. Let's 

remember, as we get ready to study God's Word that it's not the end of the 

week; it's the first day of a brand new week. It would be mindboggling if 

we knew all the opportunities God was going to give us this week to 

influence others with the gospel of Jesus Christ, so let's be ready for every 

opportunity God will bring our way. Open to Mark chapter 10. We're going 

to read a lengthy passage this morning because it is our thought process 

that Mark, the master storyteller, sourced his information from Simon 

Peter, no doubt, and as he began to write the first gospel narrative, he 

takes stories and puts them together. Sometimes he inserts stories inside 

stories, but other times, he links stories together. He never intended for 

those stories to be preached or taught individually, but to be taught 

together. It's actually in their togetherness that you actually see the true 

meaning of why he puts all the stories together. Sometimes, if we're not 

careful and interpret those stories by themselves, we will miss what Mark is 

trying to say. We don’t want to do that this morning, so we're going to 

read three stories that seem unrelated, but they're not. Mark has a purpose 

as he brings himself under the leadership of God's Holy Spirit, and the Holy 

Spirit inspires him to write this letter to a church that’s struggling during 



the days of the Roman Empire. It’s the first gospel preserved for us and it's 

absolutely an amazing book.  

Scripture  

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, 
and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was 
indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not 
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say 
to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child 
shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed 
them, laying his hands on them. And as he was setting out on his 
journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 
You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, 
Honor your father and mother.’” And he said to him, “Teacher, all 
these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus, looking at him, 
loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.” Disheartened by the saying, he 
went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. And Jesus 
looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the 
disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, 
“Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom of God.” And they were exceedingly 
astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus 
looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with 
God. For all things are possible with God.” Peter began to say to 
him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, 
“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and 
for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this 
time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children 



and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 
But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” And they 
were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking 
ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed 
were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them 
what was to happen to him, saying, “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief 
priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and 
deliver him over to the Gentiles. And they will mock him and spit 
on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will 
rise.” 

 

(Prayer) 

Father, what a passage of Scripture. Thank you for the extra week you 

gave us to truly be able to saturate ourselves in this passage, dissect it, 

digest it, now to be able to share it with your people. Father, I believe with 

all of my heart that you have a purpose for your Word, a purpose for Mark 

writing this gospel originally to his audience. Father, we believe as you 

inspired this by your Holy Spirit and it's part of your inerrant Word to us, 

we believe you have a purpose for it this morning here at Hardin. Father, 

just hold us captive now by your Spirit. I pray that each one of us will open 

up our mind and heart, and not bring our own preconceived ideas to this 

text, and that no one would have a running debate with the speaker this 

morning, but we will truly open our minds and hearts to listen to what you 

want to speak to us through your Word. If there is anyone here who does 

not know you, I pray this will be the time you open their eyes to the truth 

of their salvation. Thank you Father. Anoint me to preach and anoint us to 

hear, and above all, don’t let us be hearers only, but enable us to be doers 

of your Word. It's in your precious Son's name we pray, amen.  

 

The title of this message this morning is 'The Impossibility and Possibility of 

our Salvation.' Jesus, according to Mark chapter 10, is in the region of 

Judea. He has already told His disciples twice that they are going to 

Jerusalem and something will happen there and He doesn’t want it to 



shake them. It is part of God's plan. He now has a group of people, 

probably parents we assume, Mark doesn’t tell us, who bring children to 

Jesus. In Mark's original language, he uses a word that is not referring to 

toddlers or small children 3-8 years of age, but a word that normally, in the 

Greek language, refers to infants or babies. Get this picture. The children 

are babies. Luke tells us they're babies. All of a sudden, we have these 

parents bringing their babies, their infants, to Jesus, and as they start to 

get close to Jesus, the Bible says Jesus' disciples rebuke them. It's the 

same word Jesus used when He rebuked the demons is the same word the 

disciples used to rebuke the parents. The word is epitamao, which literally 

means to rap across the knuckles. So get this picture. These parents are 

bringing their little babies to Jesus for Him to touch them, and Jesus' 

followers rap them across the knuckles. When Jesus sees this, He is 

indignant. The word, indignant, means He is aroused to anger. He's upset 

with His disciples and turns to them and He said let the babies come, and 

then He uses a negative, "…do not prevent them from coming…for to such 

belongs the Kingdom of God." Then He says, "…whoever does not receive 

the Kingdom of God as a child shall not enter the Kingdom of God." Whoa! 

Now the disciples back up, the parents bring their infants to Jesus, He 

takes them in His arms, He blesses them, and He lays His hand on each 

one of them.  

If you'll notice, Mark never tells us what it is in one of these little children 

that is a picture for us as adults that we must have if we're going to enter 

the Kingdom of God. The reason Mark doesn’t tell us, the reason the Bible 

doesn’t give more explanation, first of all, causes scholars and pastors to 

let their minds run rampant and create all of these things in a baby that we 

must mirror. Notice that Mark doesn’t, because here's what Mark knows. 

When Mark puts this next story in his gospel, it is going to tell us exactly 

what we need to know about this story so that we know what must 

possess in order to enter the Kingdom of God. As he goes on his journey, 

Mark says a man runs to Jesus and falls down on his knees and says, 

"Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  

Let's pause here just for a moment. If you're a reader of Mark's gospel like 

me and you’ve been reading everything that’s going on up until this point, 

you know that the disciples never get it. You know that no one ever runs to 



Jesus for His true identity wanting what they really need, and that’s eternal 

life. Now for the first time, someone does! If I could say this, after 

attending Bible college and seminary, here's what I want you to know. If 

this encounter of Jesus was graded by a Bible college professor of 

evangelism, or a seminary professor of evangelism, I just want to say to 

you that Jesus would have failed. From a human perspective, He blew it. 

This is not an encounter we use to tell people how to lead people to Christ. 

As a matter of fact, if we want a prime example from a human perspective 

of how not to lead people to Christ, this is the method we would follow. It 

is mind-boggling! Let me just ask you this question. How many of you are 

praying for people that you would love to see come to Christ? Imagine 

what you would do if they suddenly ran up to you and said, "What must I 

do to inherit eternal life?" Instead of telling the guy what he must do to 

inherit eternal life, the first thing Jesus did is ask why are you calling me 

good? See, the man messed up. The man didn’t just come to Jesus saying 

what must I do to inherit eternal life; he said, "Good Teacher." He paid 

Jesus a compliment. Jesus now says why are you calling me good; there's 

no one good except God. Let me tell you what's going through my mind. 

I'm just wondering if Jesus here in Mark's gospel is not asking the man 

this. 'Do you fully understand what you're saying when you address Me as 

good because there's only one person who is good and that’s God, so are 

you understanding that you're standing in the presence of God, Son of 

God?' Up until this point, only the demons know Jesus' true identity, and 

for the first time, someone is acknowledging Him as good and Jesus just 

stops to ask why. 'Are you just using this as a title, are you just referring to 

Me as a good teacher, or do you recognize who I am, the one and only 

God?'  

Now immediately, Jesus follows this up by saying, you know the 

commandments, and then He lists six commandments. It starts with 

murder and ends with honoring your father and mother. Now you know if 

you’ve studied the Mosaic Law, there are ten great commandments. The 

first four deal with God and His special day, the Sabbath. The last six refer 

to a man in his relationship with other people. The point of the Ten 

Commandments is a man first, to follow God, must be right in his 

relationship with God. Once you're in a right relationship with God, you 

give evidence of that by being in right relationship with fellow man. Does 



that make sense? Jesus doesn’t address the first four. He addresses the 

last six. Instead of calling the last commandment 'thou shalt not covet', He 

says do not defraud. Then He puts the fifth one last instead of fifth. He 

changes the order a little bit. Here this man is listening to Jesus reminding 

him he knows the commandments, and as soon as He finishes, the man 

says this, "All of these I have kept from my youth." Jesus says, "You lack 

one thing." I want to make sure you're with me. I want to make sure when 

you're reading this that you use your sanctified imagination like I do. Can 

you imagine coming to Jesus with eternal life on your mind, and you ask 

Jesus what you must do to inherit it, and He just quotes you six of the ten 

commandments, and you believe that generally, maybe not perfectly, you 

have kept all of those commandments from your youth up, and now He 

says you just lack one thing. Wow! This is a guy who believes there is 

something else he must do because he's not confident he has eternal life, 

so he asks Jesus what he must do. He's not asking Jesus what His opinion 

of salvation is he's wanting to know from Jesus what he must do! Instead 

of Jesus getting on to him, He turns to him and says you just lack one 

thing. Can you imagine being that close to the Kingdom of God, that close 

to eternal life, that you only lack one thing? This guy is all ears, amen! He's 

ready for this one thing that he lacks, and Jesus says go, sell all your 

possessions, give them to the poor, you'll have treasure in Heaven, and 

come and follow Me. Mark says Jesus said this because He loved the man. 

Mark said the man went away sorrowful for he had great possessions. Do 

you hear that?  

I've got to be honest with you, when I came under the preaching of the 

gospel on March 24th, 1974, all I was told I had to do to be saved was 

repent of being a sinner and put my faith in Jesus. I did that, and I became 

a believer. Imagine if I were living in Jesus' day and I wasn’t thirteen, I 

was older and had great possessions, and Jesus said the only thing I lack 

from inheriting eternal life was to go and sell everything I had, everything. 

He didn’t say invest it in the stock market. He didn’t say put it in the bank. 

He didn’t say give it to the church. He said give it to the poor. I mean 

everything I got I've working for it, I've earned it, I deserve it; it's mine. 

Maybe not everybody would be poor if they all worked like I worked. But 

you're telling me the only thing I lack is everything I've worked for, 

everything I've accumulated I have to give it to poor people? Then I've got 



to come and follow Him. Let me ask you this question. What if some of you 

asked me what you must do to be saved, and I looked at you and said you 

have to sell everything you’ve got, not just your home here, but your home 

in Florida. You’ve got to give everything away, and not just what you’ve 

got in the bank, but also the stocks, the IRA, all of it. Don’t give it to 

Hardin Baptist, give it to the poor. I've got a feeling that some of you 

would walk away. I really believe that. I'm so glad I got saved at thirteen.  

Jesus did not make it easy on this guy. He walked away. As he's walking 

away, Jesus is not looking at the man anymore, He now looks at His 

disciples, and here's what He says. Please hear this, He's going to say it 

twice; it's with great difficulty that the rich will enter the Kingdom of God. 

With great difficulty for a man who trusts in wealth to enter the kingdom of 

God. Then as only Jesus can do, He gave this master illustration. He said to 

His disciples it would be easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. By the 

world's definition of rich, everyone in here is rich. Jesus just said it would 

be easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for us to enter 

the Kingdom of God.  

I've got to be honest with you. When I started preaching, I trusted the 

commentaries a lot, and I read about this little door in the Jerusalem wall. 

At night when they closed all the doors to the walls of Jerusalem to keep 

the bad out and the good in, if a late traveler came, there was this little 

door they opened. It was so small that a man could pass under it, but for 

an animal to get through that door, especially a camel, they would have to 

get down on their knees, almost on their bellies, and crawl with great 

difficulty through that opening. That opening in the door was called the 

Eye of the Needle. Guess what I discovered. Nobody started calling that 

little door the Eye of the Needle until the ninth century. For eight hundred 

years, nobody referred to that as the Eye of the Needle. That’s not what 

Jesus was talking about. The scholars who know that is not what Jesus is 

talking about know that this word, camel, is close to the word rope, and 

they say Mark misunderstood what Jesus said. They say Jesus wasn’t 

saying it was a camel passing through the eye of a needle, but a rope 

passing the eye of the needle. Duh…How many of you struggle to get a 

thread through the eye of a needle? A rope…are you kidding me? It's 



impossible for a camel to through the eye of a needle! It's impossible for a 

rope to go through the eye of a needle! Jesus is telling His disciple it's 

impossible for people to have wealth to enter the Kingdom of Heaven!  

This ought to scare us to death, those of us who live in the United States 

of America. It so shook the disciples that they then ask this question. Who 

then can be saved? Rich people were supposed to be blessed of God. God 

was supposed to bless the righteous under the Old Testament economy, 

and not Jesus is saying it's impossible for those people to enter the 

Kingdom of God. The disciples say who then can be saved. Here's what 

Jesus says; don’t water this down. He says with man, it's impossible. 

What's the question? The question is what must I do to inherit eternal life? 

What's the answer? It's impossible for you to do anything to inherit eternal 

life. I know you're not going to like this, especially those of us who come 

out of a works based church. You have been taught God does His part and 

we've got to do our part. Mark clearly says Jesus says that when it comes 

to salvation, salvation is impossible for man, impossible, but not with God. 

Amen! With God, all things are possible. Listen to me. Jesus' very words in 

the gospel moves salvation out of the possibility in the realm of man, and 

puts salvation totally under the providence and the sovereignty of God, 

who is holy, holy, holy.  

Now Peter says, Lord, we left everything to follow You. I think Peter says 

that kind of trembling, because Peter associated this man, in order to have 

eternal life, had to sell everything and give it to the poor, so Peter is saying 

we left everything to follow You. Jesus said whoever leaves houses, 

brothers, sisters, mother, father, children, and lands for My sake and the 

gospel will in this time, right now, receive a hundredfold houses, brothers, 

sisters, mother, father, children, and lands with persecutions, and in the 

age to come, eternal life. Stick with me. If Joel Osteen said this on TV, we 

would boo him and say he's teaching a false gospel. I saw a video last 

night on YouTube where John McArthur tore him to pieces for his false 

theology, but listen to what the Bible says. For those people who do 

abandon everything in this life, in this life you will receive a hundredfold of 

the same thing you abandoned, with persecutions and in the age to come, 

eternal life. Did you catch this? Not to brag, but I want to tell you I'm a 

living example of this principle. I was saved at thirteen, surrendered my life 



totally to Christ to preach His gospel and to be who He wanted me to be, 

and gave everything up that I could give up. In giving everything up, I 

thought I would be the poorest person the world has ever seen. I can't tell 

you how many houses I have now, how many brothers, sisters, children, 

and how many people who believe they're my spiritual parents, 

grandparents. I can't tell you how much land has been available to me who 

gave it all up for the glory of God. A little kid from Dexter Kentucky who 

had only been out of the state a few times, only been on a vacation once 

in his life gets to share the gospel in Trinidad, Brazil, Nicaragua, Thailand, 

and just came back from Africa. Wow! I'm not talking about the blessing 

that’s coming to me in the next life when there's a new heaven and a new 

earth, and there's a new Dexter and a glorified Hardin. I'm talking about 

life lived right now for the glory of God; it's beyond comprehension what 

happens when you totally abandon faith in yourself and put your faith in a 

God who has a plan for your life! Jesus says the first will be last but the 

last, yeah, a kid from Dexter, will be first in the Kingdom of God!  

But watch this! What in the world is He saying when He says we've got to 

sell it all and give it away? Here is what Jesus was saying. Have you 

noticed Jesus didn’t tell the guy thou shalt not covet; He says you shall not 

defraud? This is a man with great possessions. I hate to say this, but a lot 

of people with great possession have a lot of their great possessions 

because they’ve been unethical in the way they deal with people. Perhaps 

Jesus knew that. He knew this man got many of his possessions because 

he defrauded the poor, and that’s why He wanted what he had to be given 

back to the poor. If anybody thinks the poor have a disadvantage in 

America, you have no idea what it would be like to be poor in a Middle 

Eastern country, especially at the time of Christ. This picture of him selling 

all and giving to the poor is the picture of true repentance, because Jesus 

knew this man trusted in himself. That’s why he asked the question, what 

must I do? He just needed one more thing to do, and Jesus shook his 

world when He took one thing away; He took it all away and basically told 

him salvation was impossible, and it's only possible through God. It's no 

different than you and me. The Bible calls us to repent, a turning from, a 

turning away from. If you really repented, you didn’t just repent from a 

nature to sin; you repented from those acts of sin that you used to get 

glory and value from. You did those things for a reason. That was you and 



your self-sufficiency. Many of us never even called it sin because that’s 

where we get our value, where we can look and say this is me, and it's the 

life you're building. Christ says no; there's nothing you can do to be right 

with Me. You’ve got to totally abandon who you were, totally.  

That has to be followed up with the only thing that would cause you to be 

able to enter the Kingdom of God. So, we've got to go back to the story 

first; you’ve got to be like a child. Now, I'm not going to tell you what all 

the preachers, commentaries, and the scholars say this means. I just want 

to tell you what I think. You check out what everybody else says, but listen 

to me. Celisa and I have given birth to two, and we've witnessed four 

grandchildren being born. We're experts on babies; I haven’t dropped one 

yet. There's only one thing babies have in common…they can't do anything 

on their own, not one single thing, except cry. I don’t understand why you 

parents are moaning about your kids growing up and leaving you. Did you 

forget what you did for them the first two years of their life? Did you forget 

the first six months of being a parent when you did everything for your 

child? You brought them home, gave them a room of their own and they 

couldn’t even get in or out of the bed by themselves! You put clothes in 

their closet and they couldn’t even go to the closet and dress themselves. 

They can't even feed themselves. They are totally dependent on another, 

amen! Do you get it? Do you know what you’ve got to do to inherit eternal 

life? You can't do anything because you're helpless and hopeless just like a 

child unless someone else cares about you. Let me tell you the one who 

cares about you; His name is God. To be saved, you have to repent of 

everything that causes anything in you to be self-sufficient and totally trust 

in the work of another.  

That’s why the third story is here. Have you ever heard the phrase, the 

third time is the charm? The third time Jesus is going to say we're going to 

Jerusalem and when we get there, don’t be surprised because here's what 

will happen. I'm going to fall into the hands of the scribes and Pharisees, 

and they're going to deliver Me over to the Gentiles. They're going to spit 

on Me, mock Me, flog Me, and they're going to kill Me, but three days later 

I will rise again. Do you see these three stories? They're put together 

because Mark knows Jesus wants us to know the only possibility of our 

salvation is you and me being dependent on the work of another. The work 



of another is the Son of God going to a cross, laying His life down so God 

could take our sin, the sin of the world, and put it on Him, and He would 

die as a sin payment for us. When He died, He would be buried, but so 

that we would know God accepted that sin payment because He believed 

on the cross He had paid it in full, God reached down on the third morning 

and raised Him back alive. When He raised Him back alive, your salvation 

became a possibility, not an impossibility because now your faith and trust 

is not in yourself; your faith and trust is in Jesus Christ.  

But here's the truth. Just like that young man who had great possessions 

who Matthew says was young and Luke says was rich, therefore, the rich 

young ruler, he went away sorrowful. Some of you will go away sorrowful 

because you just want to have to do something. You just can't believe 

salvation can be totally the work of another, so you just keep trying to add 

yourself in the mix. Truth be told, the reason your life is the way it is, is 

because you’ve never totally depended on Christ and what He did on the 

cross to bring you into a right relationship with God. That’s why you so 

struggle to be in right relationships with other people. It's our right 

relationship with other people that give evidence of our right relationship 

with Him that comes to us totally by being dependent on the work of 

another. I'm telling you, whatever you think you're giving up; you're 

missing it. In Jesus' words, you're just trading treasure on earth for 

treasure in Heaven. You think you’ve got a house, you think you’ve got 

family, you think you’ve got friends? Just wait until you become part of the 

family of God! It's a hundredfold blessing to be a part of the family of God 

and to continue for the rest of your life to be dependent on the one you're 

following, and that’s Jesus, the one true God.  

What He did on the cross is unbelievable, but it made the impossible 

possible because Christ did for us what we could not do for ourselves, so 

that we can now do what He did, and that’s live an obedient life to the 

Father. That obedient life is evidence of this new life that’s brought to us 

by grace. This is the same picture of by grace you have been saved 

through faith, and that not of yourselves. It's the gift of God. Salvation by 

grace through faith is a gift. There's nothing you can do to earn it. All you 

can do is receive it like a child.  

 


