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If you have your bibles, go to Mark chapter 10. Yesterday, my wife and I 

were working around the house doing house chores. It was about 

lunchtime and I asked Katie was she wanted for lunch. She said, "Have you 

heard about the chicken sandwich controversy?" I said, "The what? What is 

the chicken sandwich controversy?" She said, "It's all over social media. 

Apparently, Popeye's has a better chicken sandwich that Chick-fil-A." I said, 

"That’s not true. That is blasphemy! You cannot say that. That is not ok to 

say! Chick-fil-A has the best chicken sandwich." She pulls up a video 

showing this person having these different chicken sandwiches and taste 

testing and coming to the conclusion that Popeye's is a better chicken 

sandwich than Chick-fil-A. I said, "I'm going to settle this. We're doing 

lunch at Popeye's today." I get in the truck and head to Murray to get a 

Popeye's chicken sandwich because I want to see if this thing is really 

better than Chick-fil-A. Is it going to outrank it? For months, my buddy has 

been sending me pictures of the Chick-fil-A that is coming to Murray State 

and my mouth just waters every time I see it. I'm thinking if there is 

something better than that, I'm going to go get it! So I'm driving the truck 

to Murray, and I get about halfway there and I thought this is kind of silly. 

I'm having real inner turmoil over which chicken sandwich is better. This is 

a big deal to me, and I had to talk myself down…'Kory, this is really not 

that big of a deal which chicken sandwich is the best.' In one sense, it's not 

a big deal, but in another sense, it is a big deal because it's probably going 

to determine where I go most frequently to get a chicken sandwich. I want 

to know which one is the best, which one ranks the highest, because 



ranking is important. It's important in all sorts of things. If you follow a 

sports team, you want to know how they rank at the first of the season. 

What's the season going to be like? You really want to know how they rank 

at the end of the season. Did they win the conference? Did they win the 

championship? At school, it's all about ranking. How am I doing in my 

class? Am I in the top half, the bottom half? Do I need to try harder? When 

it comes to work, how am I doing at work? Am I outselling? Am I 

outperforming? How do I rank when it comes to work, or our golf game, or 

hobbies? Am I better than my buddies? Am I number one? Am I number 

two? Where do I rank? Somehow, ranking is very important to us as 

human beings. We want to know where we measure up.  

What we're going to see in the text we're going to read is that ranking was 

also important to the disciples. They wanted to know where they ranked. 

Jesus was number one; they settled that, but what they wanted to know 

was who number two was, who number three was. When a picture is taken 

and shared, who is right beside Jesus to His right and to His left? When 

Jesus comes in His glory, who is going to be right there? The disciples are 

going to fight over who the best is who the first, second, and third is. As I 

began to read and study this text, I ran into a real problem. The problem is 

I've already preached this sermon two times. We've been preaching 

through Mark and it just so happens that I've literally preached this sermon 

two times already. There's been a pattern that has happened in Mark, and 

it just so happens that I've landed on it every time.  

Pattern 

   8:31-38 ✦ Cross/Rebuke/Deny Self 

 9:30-37 ✦ Cross/Greatness/Serve 

10:32-45 ✦ Cross/Greatness/Serve  

We see in chapter 8 that Jesus talks about the cross, Peter rebukes Him 

(we don’t want a cross, we want a crown), Jesus said if you want to follow 

Me, you’ve got to deny yourself. It comes up again in chapter 9. Jesus 

talks about the cross, His death, His resurrection, and the disciples argue 

about who the greatest is. Who is the best, who is the greatest among us, 

and Jesus says you're worried about greatness, but you need to be worried 



about serving because the one who is the greatest is the one who serves. 

Then we will see the same thing in chapter 10. Last week, Jesus talks 

about the cross, the death, burial, and resurrection for the third time, and 

right after that, James and John comes up to Jesus and says we want to 

be numbers two and three. We want to be the best. We want to right up 

here with You. Where do we rank? Jesus has to again tell us what 

greatness is. It's not about rank, power, or privilege; it's about serving the 

least of these. That’s what greatness is about.  

As I studied this week, I'm looking at this text like through a window. The 

whole time, Monday, Tuesday, I'm just screaming at the disciples. You're 

still arguing about who's the greatest! It's the guy you're following; He's 

the greatest, not you. Get over yourselves. Get in the back, die to self, and 

follow Jesus. Why are you still having this conversation? My question was, 

Jesus, why did you teach this three times to Your disciples? Mark, why did 

you write this three times? God, why do you have me preach this three 

times? I found myself all week asking this question. How can I preach the 

same sermon differently? It's the same sermon…we've heard this twice 

already. This is our third time to hear the same thing. Then I realized 

about midway through the week that I don’t need a different sermon; I 

need a different response. We don’t need a different sermon; we need a 

different response. About midway through the week as I'm looking through 

a window yelling at the disciples, I'm saying, how can you still be all about 

you? The window turned into a mirror. All of a sudden, I see myself. I see 

me. I see my problem. It isn’t just the disciple's problem of being all about 

themselves. This is the problem, this is the issue; as human beings, we 

ourselves often get in the way of following Jesus. We are often our worst 

enemy.  

We're going to deal with the issue this morning that we're going to call the 

alarm clock issue. What do I mean by that? I mean when the alarm clock 

goes off, that annoying noise, the brain wakes up and you open your eyes, 

here is the issue you are going to face…your own pride, your own self-

glory, your own desire to be great rather than serving people because 

people because Jesus is great. It's the issue. That’s why Jesus has to tell 

the disciples three different times. That's why I have to preach a sermon 

three different times, mainly to myself because it's a mirror looking at me; 



because when I hear the alarm, when my eyelids open, by default, I live 

life for me. When the alarm clock goes off, I have to understand that it's 

battle time. When the alarm clock sounds, it is fight time because my pride 

will keep me from living the life God has called me to live. Your pride, your 

fight for self, and glory will cause you to miss what God has for you. So, 

how do we kill our pride? How do we kill this fight for self of greatness, 

position, power, and glory? We kill it by seeing and beholding our servant 

king. His name is Jesus. He came not to be served, but to serve and to 

give His life as a ransom for many. We're going to see that the antidote to 

ourselves and our pride is beholding the glory of the gospel, seeing our 

great servant King.  

 

Scripture 

"And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and 
said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask 
of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right 
hand and one at your left, in your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You 
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am 
baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my 
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they 
began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called them 
to him and said to them, “You know that those who are 
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among 
you. But whoever would be great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of 
all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 



(Prayer) 

Father God, we pray that we would see and behold Jesus, our servant 

King, and in doing so, it would lead us to repent and believe in the gospel 

and to be servants, like He came to serve. We pray this in Jesus good 

name, amen.  

Pride is Blind 

We're going to walk toward the verse where Jesus said that explosive 

statement, "I came not to be served, but to serve and give My life as a 

ransom for many." But the context is the own disciples war against their 

pride. They want position. They want to know what the best chicken 

sandwich is. Is it me or somebody else? They are all about knowing if they 

are second or third. They want privilege and prestige. Notice the first thing 

we see. Pride is actually blind. Your pride causes you to not see clearly. 

Notice the first thing that comes out of the disciples' mouths, "And James 

and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus and said to him, 

'Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.'" Can you 

imagine saying that to Jesus? Picture yourself coming up to Jesus and 

saying, 'Hey Jesus, we've been thinking and here's what we want. We want 

You to do whatever we ask You to do.' How many of you would say that to 

Jesus? I don’t think any of us would! We all know that’s not what you're 

supposed to say to Jesus. You don’t go up to Jesus, ask for a blank check, 

ask Him to sign it for you to fill it out because you want Him to do 

whatever you want. The disciples are coming to Jesus like a Genie. Can we 

rub You and get three wishes? We're not going to tell You what our wish 

is, just tell us that before we even ask You will grant it to us. As I looked at 

this text, this was the first thing I thought how could the disciples even say 

this? They should be coming up to Jesus saying what do You want us to do 

to serve You, to serve Your Kingdom. What do You want us to do? We are 

Your servants. Rather, they're saying be at our beck and call, do whatever 

we say, whatever we want. I think the disciples are just blind to 

understand whose presence they're in and what Jesus actually came to do. 

He didn’t come to just grant all their wishes, but that’s how they are 

treating Him.  



As we look at the window and see this audacious question, let's take the 

mirror and ask ourselves how many times we say the same thing to God. 

How many times do we treat God like this? When it comes to prayer, how 

many times do we come to God speaking a list rather than listening to His 

will? How many times do we run to God and say 'give me this, this, this, 

and this, thank You, in Jesus name,' and then we go about our lives? We're 

not going asking what is Your will; how can I glorify You. We are just 

asking for Jesus whatever we desire because our pride blinds us and we 

think that we are the center of the universe rather than knowing Jesus is 

the center of the universe.  

With great humility, kindness, and mercy, Jesus says what do you want Me 

to do for you? They say 'we want You to grant us to sit on Your right and 

on Your left when You come into Your glory. That’s what we want. Jesus, 

You are number one. We're not going to take that seat. We know You're 

the King. We know You're number one, but can I be number two? I just 

want to be second. I don’t want to be one that would be very prideful. I 

want to be second, the humble position right beside You, and then my 

buddy wants to be third.' His buddy is like, 'no, I'm second, and you're 

third.' You can imagine the argument just between James and John 

because they probably both wanted number two, not number three. They 

want to be in a place of power, a place where when people see Jesus they 

also see them. When Jesus works a miracle, they want to be recorded in 

the picture. They want people to say their name…'oh yeah, I talked to 

James and he told me about Jesus.' They want to be close to Jesus. They 

want to be in a position where everybody sees them. Yes, Jesus is number 

one, but they are right next to Him; they are number two. We often desire 

the exact same thing. 

Pride is Overconfident 

The second thing we see is pride is overconfident. It says in verse 38, 

"Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able 

to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which 

I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” Jesus says, listen 

guys; you don’t know what you're asking for. In fact, some of the 

commentators say if you go to the end of Mark, who do you find at the 

right and left of Jesus? Two criminals on a cross. Here, James and John are 



saying can we be on the right and on the left? And Jesus says you don’t 

know what you're asking because My glory is going to come through 

suffering. My glory is going to come through a cross. He said can you drink 

the cup I'm going to have to drink? Can you be baptized with the baptism 

that I'm going to be baptized with?  

What is Jesus talking about when He says the cup and baptism? If you 

notice back in the Old Testament in Isaiah 51:17, it says, "O Jerusalem, 

you who have drunk from the hand of the Lord, the cup of His wrath." The 

cup is literally the wrath of God, the wrath that has been storing up 

because of our sin. God's anger and wrath towards sin is like a cup that’s 

boiling over, and God is going to pour it out so that mankind has to drink 

the very wrath of God. Jesus says to James and John, 'do you want a part 

of that cup? Do you want to drink the wrath of God for your sins, because 

that’s what I'm going to endure?' Then, one of the things baptism 

represents is judgment. When we baptize someone, we're saying you are 

now buried with Christ. You're going into a tomb. You're going into God's 

judgment, but the good news is that you come out the other side. Why? 

Because what Peter would say in 1 Peter is, you are in the ark, which is 

Jesus. You go into water, God's judgement, but come out the other side 

saved because your faith is in Christ. Water, baptism, it is judgment; Jesus 

goes into God's judgment and takes it, bears it for us. So Jesus says to 

James and John, can you handle the cup, can you handle the baptism. 

Their answer was absolutely; 'we've got this, we're able; give it to us.'  

I have found that pride is often overconfident. We think we can do 

everything on our own and we don’t need God to come and save us. Some 

of you haven’t become a believer yet because you still believe you can save 

yourself. You can fix your own problems. You are able to bear the wrath. 

You are able to fix your problem. What Jesus is trying to say is you can't. 

You're not able. What you need is a Savior who is going to pay the price 

you owe to God. You can't handle the cup, you can't handle this baptism, 

but they say yes, we are able; give it to us. Then in verses 40 and 41, 

Jesus alludes that they will have to take a cup and a baptism, not the 

ultimate cup and baptism, but their own suffering that they will endure. Of 

course, we see that play out throughout the story of the Bible. We see 

James in Acts chapter12 gets martyred, killed for his faith. James will have 



to suffer for the sake of glory as well. Then we see John at the very end of 

the Bible in Revelation. He's in exile on this island suffering. He probably 

dies there. So James and John will drink a cup, will have a baptism, will 

suffer for the sake of the gospel also, but it's not the same that Jesus is 

going to do. Notice what Jesus says. He says, 'But…this idea of the right 

and the left of Me, this idea of sitting at My right and My left is not for Me 

to give out; God has already prepared who is going to sit at My right and 

My left.'  

Here's what I've noticed. In our pride, we can't settle for the fact that God 

is the one who gives out rewards. We're not the ones who have to earn 

them and fight for them. What Jesus is going to try to get the disciples to 

do is quit worrying about status, and start worrying about serving. Don’t 

worry about the reward you're going to get from serving. A lot of us, even 

as disciples of Jesus, I'm lumping myself in this group here, we often serve 

for the purpose of what reward we are going to get. Who is going to 

notice? Who is going to see me? We even try to manipulate situations of 

when there's a serving event. We want to make sure everybody knows we 

set up the chairs. We vacuum the floor. We stayed up late. I put out the 

trash. I just want you to know when you got here, I've already been here, 

and when you leave, I'm going to still be here because I want everybody to 

know that I did this. I need the reward. I need everybody to tell me yes, 

you are the best servant. That’s what these disciples were trying to get, 

'Jesus, can you make sure people know that we're second and third, that 

we're the best and everybody needs to know our name?' Jesus says 'how 

about you serve and worry about God giving out who is second and who is 

third. God is the one who divvies out rewards. Do you know what that 

means? You can serve in the secret place and nobody knows. You can trust 

that you don’t have to tell somebody what you did because God has the 

rewards already settled. God is the one who is going to deal with that. We 

don’t have to fight for status; we have to fight for serving. We serve and 

trust that God is the one who is going to deal with who gets the credit, but 

in pride, we're overconfident. We think too highly of ourselves, we need 

rewards and we're able to do more than we can. We don’t trust in Jesus to 

save us and we don’t trust in God to give us what He's already prepared. 

We fight for it, and we want to make sure everybody gives us what we are 

owed, what we deserve.  



Pride is Jealous 

Jesus is going to show us next that pride is jealous. In verse 41, it says, 

"And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and 

John." The ten, who seemed to be the good guys, are not fighting for 

second and third place they get angry. They get mad. They're indignant. 

Why are they indignant? It is because they don’t want James or John to 

have second or third place because they want second place, they want 

third place. They want to be in the place of power and position. That’s 

what they are all fighting with each other about. How do we know it? Jesus 

doesn’t say to the ten, yes, you are correct, let me deal with these two 

knuckleheads; He lumps all twelve in and says let me deal with all of you 

because you're fighting for the wrong thing. You're fighting for a seat of 

power and you should be fighting for a place of service. They're jealous. 

See, love celebrates other people; love celebrates the goodness of other 

people. Love loves it when somebody else gets the promotion or whatever 

you thought. It celebrates because it's not self-seeking. Here, the disciples 

can't love, can't celebrate, all they can think about is I am supposed to be 

number two, number three. We look at this window and think how could 

the twelve be arguing about this? Then we flip it to the mirror and see this 

is my issue too, this is your issue as well. This is the issue because our 

pride makes us jealous. Let's just ask the question, how many times do 

you get jealous at people around you? How many times are you jealous 

when someone gets praise or does something good? Here is what jealousy 

does. When you hear somebody is praised or does something good, you're 

quick to criticize, say a bad word to throw a little bit of mud so that person 

doesn’t get the glory that someone else has given them. 'Did you hear 

what so and so did? Wasn't that great?' 'Oh yeah, but do you know why 

she did that? It was because of this.' It is these little digs. When somebody 

is doing something great, you can't just say they are doing great, that was 

awesome. No, it's they did that, but have you heard about this? Do you 

know why? I bet they were trying to do this. It's in jealousy that we throw 

mud at others because we only want ourselves to be seen, to get credit. All 

the disciples wanted to be one, two, or three, and they couldn’t stand that 

somebody else might get some credit or some place over them. Jealousy is 

what was circulating all throughout the twelve. Jesus has to sit them down.  



Pride Seeks Power 

What do we see about jealousy? What do we see about pride? We see that 

pride ultimately seeks power and position. Notice what Jesus says about 

verse 42. He's going to show them what worldly greatness looks like, " And 

Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are 

considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 

exercise authority over them." Worldly greatness is about position and 

power. It's about climbing to the top so you can be a lord and tell others 

what to do. You can be in control. People will serve you. That’s what 

worldly greatness is. I would just ask how many times you seek that sort of 

greatness, verses just serving people. How many times do we want our 

name to be seen, our position to be seen, and our status to be seen? We 

just want to be seen. We want to climb the ladder rather than bending a 

knee and serving someone. Why? Because we want position, we want 

power, and we want prestige so we can be in control. That’s what worldly 

greatness seeks after.  

Jesus flips this on its head, and said humility, what you're supposed to be 

about, humility actually serves. He scolds them. In verse 43, He said, "But 

it shall not be so among you." You shouldn’t be pursuing that greatness 

that’s about power, prestige, and place. You shouldn’t be fighting about 

number two and number three. You should be fighting over last, "…it shall 

not be so among them, but whoever would be great among you must be 

your servant, whoever would be first among you must be slave of all." 

Jesus shows what Kingdom greatness is like. Kingdom greatness is not 

about trying to get in the second or third spot so you can be seen, you can 

tell others what to do, and have a lot of people to serve you in your cause. 

Kingdom greatness is about trying to find out how you can be a servant. 

The twelve are fighting over who is the best, and they should be fighting 

over who is the servant, who gets to serve the most. He's says not just be 

a servant, but you also need to be a slave to all. Think about the 

difference. They're looking for power and position, and Jesus says to be a 

servant and a slave to all those people around you. Take the lowliest place. 

Take the very backseat. You need to be a person who serves because 

that’s what greatness in the Kingdom of God looks like. It's not worldly 

greatness, it's not climbing up; it's kneeling down. That’s what Kingdom 



greatness is. It's not about pride and self-glory; it's about humility and the 

glory of the Savior.  

You can just imagine the disciples when they hear this news. 'You want us 

to be servants and slaves; are you kidding me? I don’t want to do that! 

That’s not me! We are one of Your guy; we're the twelve. You’ve got all 

these other people; can't they be servants and slaves? We want to rule.' 

Then Jesus gives the antidote to our pride and self-glory. It's beholding the 

servant King. He's just told them you’ve got to be servants. You can't be 

great. I can just imagine them rolling their eyes, thinking we're not going 
to serve; we're one of the best. We're one of the elites. Everybody knows 
our names. We're going to these towns setting up tents, and we are all 
famous because we're following You. We don’t want to be servants. Notice 

what Jesus says in verse 45, "For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” I can just 

imagine all of their mouths are closed. Their heads are now down because 

they realize how foolish their pride and self-glory is as they behold their 

servant King, King Jesus, who came not to be served, but to serve and give 

His life as a ransom for many. He's pointing out to the disciples, 'here's the 

very heart of the gospel. Here's My mission. This is why I came; I came 

not to be served, but to serve. What is the application? You should be 

doing the same. If I can serve, you should definitely be able to go and 

serve those people around you.'  

Let's just look at this verse together, let's behold our servant King. Notice 

the connection. He's told them to serve everybody, and then He says, "For 

even…" Why should you serve people? Because of this, because of what 

you're about to hear, you should go today and serve everybody you see 

because you're about to see the greatest example of servanthood in the 

history of the world. You're about to behold your servant King. He said, 

"For even the Son of Man." If you're new to the church and Christianity, if 

you're exploring spiritual things, you might not pick up on what that term 

means. If you go to the Old Testament in Daniel 7, you see the Son of Man 

is a title of greatness. The Son of Man is going to come in the clouds from 

the ancient of days and He's going to rule over a Kingdom that never ends. 

The Son of Man comes in the clouds as a ruling King that’s never going to 

end. Let's just be clear. None of us is going to come on clouds one day. 



None of us will come in the clouds to rule over the cosmos. The connection 

is that He is trying to say you need to serve because the Son of Man 

served, and the Son of Man is better than you. He outranks you. They are 

worrying about two and three, one is so much farther above that two and 

three don’t even matter. 'I am the Son of Man. I come in the clouds. I've 

created the cosmos.' Here, He says the Son of Man came. He left Heaven, 

fully God, came to the earth. Why? Because He had a mission. He is going 

to tell the disciples 'here is the mission, here's why I came; here's My 

purpose.' What is the purpose? He says the reason I came was not to be 

served, but to serve. Let's think about everybody reading the gospel of 

Mark. Most of them are standing in Rome and looking at all these temples 

set up to gods. You know what you have to do to the gods; you have to 

serve them every day. You have to bring food, gifts, and yourself; you're 

constantly having to serve the gods because they're needy and they need 

to be propped up. Jesus is setting Himself apart, saying I didn’t come 

because I need all of you to serve Me. I don’t need you to bring Me food. I 

don’t need you to bring Me gifts. I actually came because you are the one 

that’s needy and I'm so full within Myself that I can stoop down and serve 

your need. God came, not so we could all serve Him; God came to serve 

us. Can you imagine that? It's hard to even speak like that, but that’s what 

Jesus says, 'I came not to be served, but to serve. You're the one that has 

a need. I came to serve you.'  

So, how did He serve us? He says, "…and to give His life as a ransom for 

many." We had a deep, deep need, and this really gets to the very heart 

the gospel. Why did Jesus come? Because we had a huge need, we needed 

a ransom. Jesus came to give His life as the ransom for many. What does 

ransom mean? That’s a word we might not throw around all the time. It 

means to pay the price to release someone from captivity. If you're going 

to celebrate the ransom of Jesus, you’ve got to see yourself under 

captivity. There was a debt over your head that you owed, that you must 

pay. The question is what was that debt? If you look in Romans 3:23, it 

says, "For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God." All of us 

have sinned. Romans 6:23 says, "The wages of sin is death." That’s the 

wage. What you owe because of your sin is death. In other words, you’ve 

been working in a sense for God, and your work has been sin. You’ve been 

sinning before Him all of your life, and now, God owes you the payment for 



you sin. What does He owe you? He owes you death. You have this debt 

before you, which is death. That’s what God owes you, that’s what He will 

give to you, and it's eternal death. What is the good news of the gospel? 

Jesus comes and says I am giving My life as the ransom, as the payment. I 

am taking your debt. I'm paying your bill. It's as though we, as humanity, 

have walked into a buffet, and the buffet was sin. We have eaten and 

eaten, and we have filled ourselves, but at some point, we realize that the 

food we're eating is not helping. It's killing us and now we want out. We 

try to escape, but the person at the end says you have to pay for what 

you’ve eaten. You have to pay the bill, and the bill is death. You owe your 

life. That was the payment. That was the deal in the beginning. God with 

Adam and Eve, 'if you sin, you will die.' They said ok, we're going to take it 

for a whorl. For us, we know the consequences. If we sin, we'll die, but 

yet, we've sinned. Now we are at the buffet and it hasn’t filled us. It hasn’t 

done for us what we thought it would do. We're trying to escape, but there 

is a bill, a check at our table that we can't pay. What we need is not just 

forgiveness of sin; we need the righteousness of God. We can't pay our sin 

debt and we can't have the righteousness of God, so we're stuck, we're 

captives, we're enslaved to our sin. The good news is Jesus came to settle 

the bill! He comes and pays the price of our sin. He dies for us. He pays 

our ransom.  

I love that word, 'for', the many. For is a little word, but it's an important 

word. In the Greek, it is anti. It doesn't mean, for, like an example; it 

means, for, as in the place of. It is talking about the doctrine of 

substitutionary atonement. Jesus died, not just as an example for us, not 

just because that’s what His life led to because He was leading some sort 

of rebellion; no, He died on purpose in your place. You have sinned. You 

have a debt before God, and the debt is death. God owes you that. His 

justice demands that He pays you that, and that you suffer death before 

Him because He's a good and perfect God. Jesus, the Son, came on a 

mission, not to be served, but to serve you by giving His life to pay that 

price. What do you owe? You owe death. What did Jesus do? He died so 

that His death could be the price that God accepts on your behalf. Jesus 

took the bill, He died, and He wrote paid. Now, through repentance and 

faith, you can walk out of that buffet that’s been killing you. You can walk 

out free because Jesus paid the price. Jesus paid the bill. He says I came 



to give My life, the one for the many. I gave My life so the many could 

have life.  

So how do we get over ourselves? The disciples were still struggling with 

themselves wanting to be first, second, or third, wanting to be the best. 

Who do we get over ourselves? We see the glory of our servant King. He 

came not to be served; He came to serve. How did He serve? He gave His 

life as a ransom for many. I think the reason He's repeated this three times 

and we've preached it three times is this is the issue. This is the alarm 

clock issue. When the alarm clock goes off, your first instinct is life is about 

you. We've got to stop rolling out of bed, and start jumping out of bed 

ready to fight. Fight or flesh, fight our need and greed for glory, and how 

do we do it? We fight it by seeing our servant King, by beholding the glory 

of the gospel. Jesus came, not to be served, but to serve me by dying for 

me. I'm so blown away that my King would serve me by dying for me that 

I'm going to get up and go serve everybody that’s in my wake because 

that’s what my Savior did. Therefore, I'm going to be a servant because 

that’s what the Kingdom looks like. I don't know what your response needs 

to be. I think there are two possible responses. The first is you're not a 

believer. You're not a Christian.  

This morning you’ve realized you’ve indulged in sin, the sin has incurred a 

debt, and God now owes you death. That’s what His justice demands. You 

realize it's a death you can't pay. You can't pay your sin and you can't gain 

God's righteousness, so you are in trouble. Now you’ve heard the news 

that Jesus came to pay your debt, He paid it on the cross. He died in your 

place for your sins so that if you repent and put your faith and trust in 

Jesus, His payment is applied to your life and you can walk out free. Maybe 

your response is I want to accept the ransom Jesus paid for me by 

repenting and believing.  

The second response is if you are a believer, and there is only one 

response you need to have. I'm a servant. If my King can serve me, then 

how in the world can I not serve those around me? Life is not about me 

being second or third, it is about being last and serving everybody around 

me. I'm going to let God deal with the rankings and the rewards. What I'm 

going to do is behold my Savior. I'm going to get over myself, go, and 

serve others because that’s what the Kingdom looks like. The Kingdom 



looks like a place where people serve, not worrying about a ranking, but 

worrying about our serving. If you ask me, I still think Chick-fil-A still has 

the best chicken sandwich. We can disagree, but there's one thing we all 

need to agree on; there's only one person who deserves first place. His 

name is Jesus Christ. None of us is even a distant second. We are servants 

who get to behold the servant King and serve those around us.  

 


