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 I was shocked this week to find out the news that Joshua Harris is 

divorcing his wife. Joshua Harris was a megachurch pastor for some time. 

He actually wrote a book in the 90's called, I Kissed Dating Goodbye. He 

saw the culture of dating as a very hookup culture, and he decided that 

wasn’t the path that God would have for him so he wrote against the way 

we date. When he met his wife, he wrote another book called, Boy Meets 

Girl. He became the person that was guiding a lot of young Christians in 

how to do dating, courtship, and find our significant other. When he 

announced the middle of this month that he was divorcing his wife, it sent 

shockwaves throughout the Christian community. It made headline news at 

USA Today and other outlets because this was the guy who wrote I Kissed 

Dating Goodbye and he's now leaving his wife. It was shocking to me 

because I've gone to conferences where he was the keynote speaker. I've 

listened and learned under him, and he was one of the best 

communicators that have ever sat under and heard before. It was 

shocking! Then my wife looks up a documentary about that book where 

Joshua Harris basically goes back and says I regret all that I wrote in that 

book, and I denounce all of the views that I had. All of this is coming in 

while I was at kids camp at Crossings surrounded with a lot of kids and 

crazy. So Katie sends me the Instagram post by Joshua Harris to say, "I 

want to clear some things up. I'm not only leaving my wife, I'm also 

leaving the faith. I am no longer a Christian." It was shocking! The leaders 



who were there have been through the I Kissed Dating Goodbye culture. 

We've been influenced by Joshua Harris, and we are all trying to figure out 

how in the world this happened. Not only did he say he was no longer a 

Christian, he also begins to apologize to the LGBT community saying, "I'm 

sorry for all that I've done against equal marriage." I am hearing all this, 

and it's so shocking I thought how could a guy like Joshua Harris, a 

pastor/conference speaker, author get a divorce? I began to realize if you 

don’t hold tight to something, you're always in danger of letting it go. With 

Joshua Harris, we see it wasn't just that he let his wife go; it's that he let 

Jesus go. He let his faith go. He let his beliefs go. If we don’t hold fast to 

those things, then we're always in danger of letting them go.  

What we're going to talk about is not a topic that I would have chosen to 

speak on. We're going to talk about divorce this morning, and the reason is 

because this is where we are in Mark. If you're new to this church, we 

preach through books of the Bible and we're in the gospel of Mark. We go 

verse by verse, and this is where landed. Believe me; I would have picked 

a different passage. I'm thinking, Dad really? You're in Africa on this 

passage?? Why don’t you come back early! But here we are, and hopefully, 

we will see from Jesus that he is getting a question to test Him, but He will 

use that question of testing to teach. The Pharisees are going to ask 'how 

can we let our wives go,' and Jesus is going to redirect their attention to 

see how they might hold fast a little tighter to their spouses. They're going 

to ask about divorce, and Jesus is going to talk a lot more about marriage. 

We're going to try to figure out how to hold fast in a let go world. We live 

in a let go world, but we want to be the ones who hold fast to marriage 

and the Lord Jesus. I just want to give a word of grace before we begin 

reading our text. As we look at this topic, it's going to be hurtful for some 

of you. There are a lot of scars and baggage as you’ve walked through the 

road of divorce. It might be in your past, your parents, your siblings, you, 

or someone in your family, and there is a lot of pain around that. What I 

don’t want this message to be is guilt and shame for you. When I'm 

preaching, if you feel guilt and shame, I want you to look behind me. 

There is a giant cross, and the cross says if we are a believer in Jesus, our 

past failures don’t define us. They’ve been buried in the tomb of Jesus, and 

they didn’t get out; we did. We became a new creature, so we're all going 

to agree that our past doesn’t define our now. Don’t make this be a 



message about guilt and shame for mistakes in the past. Worry about 

today and how you are going to honor marriage going forward and what 

you will do today to make sure you honor marriage. Go to Mark 10, 

beginning in verse 1.  

Scripture 

"And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the 
Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his 
custom, he taught them. 

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What 
did God command you?” They said, “God allowed a man to write a 
certificate of divorce and to send her away.” And God said to 
them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made 
them male and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. What 
therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 

And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
another commits adultery against her, and if she divorces her 
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

 

  

(Prayer) 

Father God, I pray that you would help us to see, even in Jesus' day, a 

culture that was all about letting go, and that Jesus wants to command 

them to hold fast. I pray that in our current culture and climate regarding 

marriage when it's so easy to let go and redefine, I pray that we would be 

the ones that hold fast and hold tight because we see the glory of 

marriage. We pray this in Jesus good name, amen. 

 



We're going to look at the first couple of verses together. We see Jesus is 

in this region of Judea, going by the Jordan, the crowds are coming, and 

He's teaching them. He gets a question from the crowd from a Pharisee. 

'Hey Jesus, is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?' Mark actually tells us 

why the Pharisees ask this question. It's not a genuine question of 

concern. They're not genuinely wanting to know the answer. They're only 

trying to test Him. They only want to trip Him up. Have you ever been to a 

conference before and they have a question and answer session and the 

person gets up to the microphone and asks a question, and you are like, 

'you don’t want to know that! You just want to try to trip the person up. 

You're just trying to get in a fight, just get in a dialogue.' It's just obvious. 

That’s what Mark says their question is coming from. I think it's important 

to notice that the question about divorce comes from Pharisees trying to 

trip Jesus up. It doesn’t come from a couple coming to Jesus saying 'there 

has been sin in our relationship, what do we do now? Is this ok? How do 

we work through this?' I think that’s really important because Jesus in this 

text, I think, is taking the position of an apologist, not a pastor. He's going 

to give us words that are coming as an apologists towards this question, 

not as a pastor dealing with all the 'what ifs' about marriage. What if this 

happens? What if that happens? Instead, Jesus is going to the 'what is' of 

marriage and He's going to use their question to leverage what the glory of 

marriage is.  

Just think about the region they're in. They're in the region around the 

Jordan. Do you remember another guy who ministered around the Jordan 

area? His name was John and we've read about his story already. John lost 

his head. Why did he lose his head? For speaking out against a wrong 

divorce and remarriage between Herod and Herodias. It just happens in 

this same region that the Pharisees ask Jesus about the same thing. I think 

they're trying to bait Jesus. They want a soundbite, possibly to take to 

Herod, 'hey, remember what John said? Jesus said the same thing. How 

about you go take His head?' What we need to find is by this testing it is a 

loaded question. It's ammo, not concern. They're loading the guns because 

they want a soundbite. What they know is no matter how Jesus answers 

this someone is going to be offended. In fact, we've got to look at the 

culture a little bit.  



What did people believe about divorce and remarriage? In Judah, as far as 

the Jews were concerned, there were two main schools of thought on 

whether or not divorce was ok. The first one was by Rabbi Shammai, and 

he taught that divorce was permissible only if adultery had taken place, if 

your partner had stepped out on you. There was another rabbi, Rabbi 

Hillel, who decided you could get a divorce for any reason, or no reason. In 

fact, it is said that he actually taught that if your wife burnt your supper 

you could put her away, divorce her. That’s the context. That’s what's 

going on. People are having all these different views whether divorce is ok, 

is it acceptable, when can it happen, and so the Pharisees load the gun 

and ask Jesus what He thinks among this crowd of people. What they're 

fishing for is a soundbite. They know whatever Jesus says that either the 

conservatives are going to be mad, or the liberals are going to be mad, and 

possible, Herod might just come and seek to kill Him. This is where the 

question comes from.  

Jesus responds in the way that Jesus often does. He answers a question 

with a question. Notice what He says in verse 3, "He answered them, what 

did Moses command you?" Rather than answering the question right off 

the bat, He puts the ball in their court. 'You're the Pharisees, you know the 

Law. What does Moses say?' I think for us, we need to get a little bit better 

at this. When we get a question that we know is not out of concern, it's 

only to try to trip us up, only to try to put us down, only to try to get an 

argument, we need to do a better job of asking follow up questions. Put 

the question to them to get at the heart of why they are really asking this 

question. Is it genuine, or are you just looking for a soundbite to discredit 

my faith? Jesus asked the question, what does Moses command? The 

Pharisees say, "Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and 

send her away." Jesus puts it on them. 'I don’t know; what does Moses 

command? You tell me that.' They automatically go to Deuteronomy 24:1-

4, "When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in 

his eyes because he has found some indecency in her…" That was the 

question. Is indecency sexual immorality, or is it she burnt supper? That 

was the huge, massive thoughts in the Jewish culture. How are they going 

to explain that? "…and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in 

her hand and sends her out of his house, and she departs out of his 

house, and if she goes and becomes another man's wife, and the latter 



man hates her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her 

hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter man dies, who took 

her to be his wife, then her former husband, who sent her away, may not 

take her again to be his wife…." That’s the Law that they quote. That’s the 

command that they quote.  

I want you to notice something. This is not the command that Jesus is 

looking for. In fact, this is not a command; this is a concession. This is not 

God's ordained means for marriage. This is in certain circumstances there 

will be a concession, an allowance. Jesus asked what Moses commanded, 

and they said here is what he allows. That’s not what Jesus asked. Jesus 

asked what he commanded. N.T. Wright actually points out they actually 

answer the wrong question. They give what Moses allows, not what Moses 

commands. We're going to see in a minute that Jesus actually brings up 

what Moses actually commands. So, why did Moses give this concession? 

Of course, if Moses wrote it, then we know that God is inspiring Moses to 

give a concession. Why the concession? Jesus tells them why that 

concession was made about divorce in verse 5. "And Jesus said because of 

your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment." It was because 

of sin that divorce was allowed in Israel's time.  

Let's go back to what was happening. Why did Moses instruct the men that 

they must write a certificate of divorce? I think what was probably going 

on, which most commentaries and scholars agree, was that men in that 

time had a hard, sinful heart, and they were very lax with marriage. So if 

they got tired of their wife, they would just put out and go marry another. 

They would put that one out and go marry another. You had these wives 

who were now put outside the house, but they were still married to the 

guy though he wanted nothing to do with her. She couldn’t marry another 

because she was still legally married to the man who put her out. So as a 

concession of grace, God comes in and says if you're going to put your wife 

out, you’ve at least got to hand her a certificate of divorce that says she is 

no longer your wife so that she can go and find life with somebody else. 

Here's the deal, what is also put into that Law in Deuteronomy 24 is if you 

send her away, you can never take her back. It is a done deal forever. Why 

would the concession include that? Why the concession about the 

certificate? I think the Pharisees thought God is making marriage really 



easy. That’s not the concession. I think Moses, under the leading of God, is 

actually making divorce harder. He says if you want to put your wife out, 

you’ve got to at least write a certificate of divorce to end the relationship 

and you can't ever get her back, so you had better think twice. You had 

better be very, very sure. See, it was common I think that they were just 

releasing their wives. But Moses was going to rein back this practice. 

Because of their sinful hearts, I'm going to at least make them go through 

steps to ensure the dignity and safety of the women they were leaving.  

So what does Jesus say? You gave me a concession and you're sort of 

proud about it, but the whole concession came from sin. It was sin that 

allowed divorce to take place in the command, or concession that you just 

gave. Jesus point is that divorce came from sin, not design. It might be 

lawful, but it's not good. It's not God's good intention for marriage. He 

wanted marriage to be permanent and forever, and that’s what Jesus is 

going to get to. So do you remember Jesus' question? What did Moses 

command? They answered it with a concession, 'here's what he allowed.' 

'That’s not what I asked. What did he command?' Jesus is going to give us 

the command Moses gave concerning marriage, and it's in Genesis chapter 

2. Jesus quotes it, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this 

commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male 

and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold 

fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh,’" and here's the 

command Jesus was fishing for, "what therefore God has joined together, 

let not man separate.'" There is the command concerning divorce. What 

God has joined together, let not man separate. What God made, don’t let 

man then tear that apart.  

The Pharisees wanted to go to all the 'what ifs' about marriage. What if 

this happens? What if that happens? Is this allowed? Is that allowed? 

Before talking about all the 'what ifs', Jesus goes straight to the 'what is.' 

What is marriage? If you're going to talk about divorce, you have to first 

understand what marriage is or you're going to get it all mixed up. You 

have to understand what marriage actually is before you have all the 

conversations around marriage. That’s exactly where Jesus goes. The 

Pharisees were all about finding ways to let go. Jesus takes them to 

marriage to point to what they should be worrying about was telling people 



to hold fast, to fight for your spouse, to fight for your marriage because 

God commands you to hold fast, not let go. What does Jesus do if offering 

us this command from Moses? The first thing He says is, "From the 

beginning..." He goes you took me back to Deuteronomy, the concession 

because of sin, so I going to take you back to a design, to creation, the 

way it was supposed to be. In the very beginning, it was not like that.  

We see in the next phrase, "God made." From the very beginning, here is 

what God is; it starts with God made. We find that marriage originates in 

God. Marriage was made by God. That’s a huge point that we've got to 

know, feel, and articulate in the current culture we live in. God made 

marriage. It was not a creation of man. We didn’t decide at some point, 

hey, I think it would be better if two people make a contract for the 

purpose of raising family and to have better finances. Let's make these 

contracts and call them marriage, and so humanity invented these through 

the evolutionary process. No, the Scripture tells us, what Jesus confirms is 

God made marriage. He's the one who made it, instituted it, and created it. 

It's from Him, through Him, and ultimately to Him. He is the author of 

marriage. He gave us a gift. The gift is marriage, but He's the one who 

created it and gave it to us. We didn’t invent it or work for it; He gave it to 

us. If you have a marriage, it's got a t-shirt, and the tag in the back says, 

"Made by God." We typically think we did our marriage. We were lonely, 

we wanted companionship, he or she was really cute, and we thought we 

could get together and life would be better than being single, so you got 

married. You made that. You did that. You set a date. You bought a dress. 

You picked out a tux. You rented the church. You did that, you made that, 

you came and did the vows, so this is your thing that you did. What Jesus 

is trying to remind us is under that, God did all of that first. God made 

marriage, and the marriage that you are in is made by God. The 

application is if God made it then don’t break it. This is a God made 

marriage.  

 The second thing when it comes to marriage is not only did God make it, 

but it says, "From the beginning, God made them male and female." It 

originates in God. It was God's idea. It was God's gift. But marriage 

actually starts with gender. The foundation of marriage is gender. God 

made them male and female. Right off the bat, this is countercultural to 



what we are being taught, and often believe. We've been taught in our 

society that gender is a social construct. Sex is an evolutionary accident, so 

none of it matters. Whether you were born male or female has no 

authority on how you are supposed to live your life or how you are 

supposed to view your life. In fact, if you want to change, then that is 

perfectly fine because you are self-autonomous, there is no creator; you 

are the boss. But Jesus comes and says that not only did God make 

marriage, but God made gender. God actually made male and female. It 

was His creation, and it is a good creation. It's something we should 

celebrate as the church, not back down and shy away from. It is the 

beauty, glory, and greatness of God that made us male and female. He 

made it to be the foundation for this beautiful thing and gift we call 

marriage. It was God's good idea. God made Adam first out of the dust of 

the ground, and breathes in his nostrils the breath of life. Adam bore the 

very image of God, but there was an incompleteness to it. He was alone. 

He couldn’t fulfill the mission God had given him, which was to be fruitful 

and multiply. The problem was there was only one of him, and there needs 

to be two to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth with God's glory. So 

God puts Adam to sleep, takes a rib, and creates a woman from the rib. 

She would be from him to ultimately come back to him so that together in 

marriage, they could fulfill the mission of God to populate the earth 

through procreation to fill the earth with image bearers of God so that 

everywhere you went you would see the glory of God. There was a mission 

to marriage, and it started with gender. From Jesus lips, marriage exists 

because gender exists. If you take away gender, then you lose marriage. 

You can't mess with those; you can't switch those, because God made 

them on purpose. We are equal, we all bear the image of God, male and 

female, but equally different. We're like puzzle pieces that God created to 

fit together. It's an obvious fitting together, and in that fitting together, it 

has to potential of creating new life. God would make more human beings 

out of male and female coming together in marriage. How beautiful is that! 

How glorious is that! We should celebrate that. That is a wonderful thing.  

So we see the very foundation of marriage is gender, and Paul even takes 

it a little bit further. In Ephesians 5, he will say not only is gender the 

foundation of marriage, but gender in marriage is the way we promote and 

proclaim the gospel. In marriage, it's the wife who pictures the church and 



the way she loves her husband. The way she follows him and respects him 

shows the way the church loves, follows, and respects her Savior Jesus. 

The husband in his maleness, the way he is loving his wife displays Christ 

of those who are watching, it is shows how Christ loves, sacrificed, and lay 

down His life to nourish and cherish the church. Gender in marriage not 

only shows and displays the glory of God from a procreation standpoint, 

but from a gospel proclamation standpoint, we are showing the glory of 

the gospel by the way husbands and wives love each other. Gender is the 

foundation of marriage and it is the way that we display the gospel through 

our marriages.  

So we're getting all these questions in our day about redefining, and when 

you get questions about whether this is ok, or that is ok, you can't just go 

to all the 'what ifs' and just answer them; you have to get back to the 

'what is.' Answer with before we answer all that let's go back to what 

marriage is. It starts from God, and then it moves to gender. God made 

male and female, and that’s the starting point, the foundation of marriage. 

It is one woman and one man for one lifetime. That’s what marriage is. 

That’s how God created it.  

So how does marriage actually happen? Jesus goes on and tells us how it 

actually happens. Verse 7 says, "…therefore…" What is that therefore 

connecting? God made them male and female, "therefore," He's going to 

give us marriage. In other words, for this reason, because Adam and Eve 

look a little bit different, the reason is because God has marriage in His 

plan. Therefore, because male and female, "a man shall leave his father 

and mother, hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 

There are three things on how marriage actually happens. You leave, KJV 

says you cleave, and you become one flesh. We see there is a leaving. 

There is a man or a woman who leaves father and mother. Why are they 

leaving their father and mother? It is because they are going to enter into 

a new relationship. What this leaving and cleaving represents is that there 

is a relationship that supersedes the relationship of child and parent. The 

relationship that supersedes it is marriage. The marriage relationship is 

greater than the parent/child relationship. The parent/child is about 

leaving. If you're a parent, one of your goals in here should be that your 

kids leave. You don’t want them in your basement forever. You want them 



to leave. I'm parenting you, I love you, but one day, there's the door and I 

want you to leave. That’s the whole goal of parenting. The goal of 

marriage is the exact opposite. The goal of marriage is that they never 

would. Parenting is about leaving, and marriage is about cleaving forever. 

It's about staying together for life. You leave, then cleave, and you hold 

fast. It's the image of being glued together, welded together. Have you 

ever glued two pieces of paper together and then tried to take them apart? 

I've got four kids, so things get glued a lot at our house, maybe some 

paper that should be glued together, but then sometimes there is paper 

that doesn't need to be glued together gets glued together. We try to take 

it apart, and there is never a clean break. It's always messy. There's 

always parts of this paper that’s now on that paper. Why is there never a 

clean break? It's because they’ve been glued together, they have cleaved 

together, and what God is saying is that when you got married, you 

became one with that person. There is a cleaving, a welding that took 

place. When you try to separate that through divorce, there will be mess. 

There will be hurt. There will be some deep scars and things that will take 

a long time to get over because the two are not meant to be torn apart. 

What God put together, do not tear apart.  

There's a leaving, a cleaving, a holding fast, but then, there is a becoming 

one. This becoming one can only happen in the foundation of gender, a 

man and a woman, one woman, one man in a conjugal relationship. The 

two, physically, become one together. In that one flesh relationship, 

there's a potential of a new life. That’s one of the great joys, gifts, and 

blessings of marriage are. It's not just a physical oneness; God actually 

says they are no longer two, but one flesh. It is no longer two individuals; 

it is one entity. It is one new relationship under God's sight. God sees you 

as one, as together. Before, it was two individuals doing individual lives, 

doing your individual things, but through marriage, you are coming under 

each other and saying we are now one and we're going to live out this new 

marriage in oneness. If God did that, if God made two one, then we 

shouldn’t take the one and try to make them two again. God has done 

something, so we shouldn’t try to pull that back apart.  

So what is the command? He asked the Pharisees, what is the command, 

what does Moses say about divorce? They go to a concession, not a 



command, and Jesus goes not to the 'what ifs' of marriage, He goes to the 

'what is.' He talks all about marriage. It's from God, it's based on gender, 

it's about leaving, cleaving, holding fast, the two actually become one 

flesh, this new unit before God, and then here is the command. What God 

therefore has joined together, let not man separate. There's the command 

He was hunting for. There's the command that Moses gave. Moses, the 

Jews, and Jesus would agree that Moses wrote Genesis under the 

inspiration of God's Holy Spirit and God telling him what happened in the 

beginning. There was Moses' command that Jesus was ultimately fishing 

for. The question is, is divorce lawful? I think Jesus would say it might be 

lawful, and you can find some Old Testament verses that make it so, but 

it's certainly not good. It's not God's good design. It was a concession 

because of sin. It was not from creation. And the command from creation, 

the 'what is' of marriage is what God has put together you shouldn’t break 

up. You shouldn’t try to destroy. In a culture that wanted to let go, Jesus 

says we need to hold fast. In a culture that we live in that’s often about 

letting go, Jesus' words to us would be that instead of worrying about 

letting go, worry about holding fast.  

That brings the disciples into a house with Jesus because they have follow-

up questions. In verse 10, it says, "And in the house the disciples asked 

him again about this matter. And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his 

wife and marries another commits adultery against her, and if she divorces 

her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” The disciples are 

confused. They're like, Jesus, this sounds really harsh. It sounds like You 

aren’t giving a lot of wiggle room. Jesus sort of heightens it even more and 

tells the disciples about more than divorce, He talks about remarriage. If 

somebody divorces their spouse, then they can't marry another because in 

doing so they would commit adultery. He doesn’t give any wiggle room, or 

the 'what if' concerns. Why doesn’t Jesus give any 'what ifs'? We see He 

gives a couple of them in other places, but why not in Mark's gospel? I 

think in the context, He's dealing with this question of divorce being lawful 

in general, not in very specific situations. So Jesus, as an apologist, not a 

pastor, is trying to promote what marriage is. It is a permanent thing that 

shouldn't be torn apart. He was not chasing down all those specific cases, 

but in general, He is saying here is the rule. The rule is, pick your love, and 

love your choice. Don’t leave them. I think even in this, I think Jesus is 



dealing with a guy who says I'm not happy with my wife, so I'm going to 

divorce her and go marry somebody else. Jesus says you can't do that. If 

you do that, you have no grounds by which to divorce her, and if you 

marry her, you're actually still married to this girl, so you're committing 

adultery. You can't leave one spouse for another just because it's more 

convenient or you think they will make you happier. You're actually still 

glued and cemented to the one that you think you're leaving, but there are 

no grounds to actually break that up. Jesus is lifting up the permanency 

and the glory of marriage. In a culture that is making marriage light, Jesus 

is trying to add weight to it. He's trying to make it more sacred that they 

are viewing it. This is not just about you; this is about the glory of God. 

He's bringing the permanence of marriage, not all of the 'what ifs.' He's 

talking about the 'what is.'  

The question obviously has to be asked. There seems to be no wiggle room 

in Jesus' mind in Mark, is there any way that it's permissible for someone 

to get a divorce in the New Testament? Does the New Testament allow, 

not command, for divorce? I tread lightly here because people that I love 

and respect disagree with what I believe. They would say, no, absolutely 

not. It's never ok. It's never ok to remarry. I don’t hold that view. The 

pastor of this church doesn’t hold that view. I'm going to give you some 

concessions from Jesus and from Paul. Here's what Matthew 19:9 says, 

"And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality 

and marries another, commits adultery." Jesus makes a concession, except 

for the case of sexual immorality. Why does he add an exception in 

Matthew's gospel, but not in Mark's gospel? If you look at the question the 

Pharisees ask, in Mark's gospel they ask if it is lawful to get divorced. Jesus 

just gives a big blanket about divorce and marriage. In Matthew's gospel, 

the question is more nuanced. The Pharisees asks is there any reason that 

would allow a person to get a divorce. Jesus actually gives the reason. 

There is one in Jesus' mind, and that would be sexual immorality. If 

adultery has taken place, that violent act against the covenant is so violent 

that you’ve already broken that relationship in such a way that Jesus would 

allow for a divorce in that situation. Notice, allow, and not command. I 

think in all those circumstances, Jesus would say hold fast. Do whatever 

you can to stay together because that is God's will, but under certain 

circumstances, and these are the very circumstances, not the rule. In 1 



Corinthians 7:15, it says, "But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be 

so. In such cases, the brother or sister is not enslaved." Paul, as a pastor, 

is dealing with all the nuance, all the certain circumstances that could come 

up, and he's dealing with the idea of desertion. If your spouse leaves you, 

then it is permissible for the divorce to happen. If they leave you, if they 

choose to break the covenant, if they choose the divorce, then I think 

when it says you're not enslaved, it means you are free to remarry if your 

spouse leaves you. So we have a couple of concessions in the rest of the 

New Testament, but in Mark's gospel, there is none. The reason is because 

Jesus is not pastorally dealing with all the issues about marriage, divorce, 

and remarriage. As an apologist and a prophet, He is taking their question 

about divorce and lifting up marriage. He says take your eyes off all the 

'what ifs' and the reasons you might can get out, instead, we should be 

communicating to the people that God's will is for you to hold fast. That’s 

His purpose.  

I was talking to Chris and he brought up this point, like in a ceremony 

when you do the ending, you say, "What God has joined together, let not 

man separate, you may kiss the bride." In that moment, I don’t say, 

'except for these reasons, (if she has an affair, if she does this, if he does 

that)." That would be untimely at a wedding. I think Jesus is not dealing 

with all the 'what ifs,' He's dealing with this one question and He's trying to 

take their notion of being able to just let go of, and it should be easy. He's 

saying no, what you should be doing is trying your best to hold as tight as 

you can. I think what Jesus is comparing and contrasting is a 'me' marriage 

verses a 'God' marriage. I just want to ask which one you have, a 'me' 

marriage, or a 'God' marriage. We live in a culture that celebrates a 'me' 

marriage. What is a 'me' marriage? It is people in love for however long 

love lasts. That’s marriage. It's about love, self-fulfillment, and happiness. 

When you're not fulfilled, when you're not happy, when you don’t feel love, 

you can exit at any time. It is about you, it is me centered at its core. But 

Jesus is trying to bring out is that it is God centered. He made it. It was His 

good design for male and female to come together, to leave, cleave, and 

become one. Two are now one, and because God made them one, there 

should not be a tearing apart. There should not be a split. What God put 

together, don’t let man undo. It's a God centered marriage, a marriage that 

is about the glory of God. It's from Him, through Him, and ultimately, it's to 



Him. I think in a culture, you have what if this, what if that, and Jesus says 

let's not focus on the 'what if', let's focus on the 'what is.' What is 

marriage? It's one woman, one man, for one life. It's all about the glory of 

God. It's about His covenant, His goodness, and His faithfulness. When 

you're at the moment when you think you might just let go, Jesus is saying 

instead of letting go, hold on. Hold on tight.  

I want to just land the plane with two words, a word of grace, and a word 

of warning. The first word is a word of grace. I know some of you have sat 

through this whole sermon and you're wracked with guilt, wracked with 

shame. We don’t want you to feel that way. There have been things in 

your past that have happened, but they're in your past. If you're a believer, 

look up at that cross. Jesus died and He bled for our sins so that we could 

be forgiven and washed, made clean and be made new. Your past sins 

don’t define you. So if you have divorce in your past, if you don’t have 

forgiveness towards parents or kids, if there are all these emotions, I want 

you to look steadily at the cross, because at the cross, there is forgiveness 

and mercy and grace. Your past does not define you. You don’t have to 

walk in guilt and shame. Jesus took your guilt and your shame for you so 

that you could have His righteousness and His acceptance before the 

heavenly Father and before man. There is goodness, grace, and mercy at 

the cross. If you have some past issues, leave them in the past. They are 

buried in a tomb and they didn’t make it out. You made it out, but they are 

part of your old self, not your new self. So walk in the newness of life and 

from this point on, treat marriage with honor. Fight for marriage, whether 

you're single or married, honor it the way the Bible commands.  

Secondly, I want to give a word of warning. Perhaps some of you are 

sitting here and thinking this thought, divorce has to be better than this. I 
don’t love her. I don’t love him. We don’t get along. We don’t share 
interests. We've grown apart. Things aren’t the way they used to be. I see 
somebody else and I think my life could be better with them. So I think it 
would be better to divorce my wife and find another, divorce my husband 
and find another. There are not biblical grounds; you're just thinking you 

would be better off without this person than with them. If that’s you, I 

would you to heed the warning of Jesus. What God put together, don’t 

seek to separate. In a world that says it's just easier to let go, start off, it 



will be better, Jesus says don’t let go. Hold on as tight as you can. Hold on, 

and by God's grace, you can have restoration at the foot of the cross. If 

you have trouble right now and you are contemplating divorce, ending 

what you have, walk that path very, very slowly. Get counselors into your 

life. Talk to people around you. Get into the Word of God. Find yourself on 

your knees and pursue your spouse. Give them grace. Look for ways that 

you can change, not demand they change. You become the kind of spouse 

that is God centered, not me centered, and pray for your spouse. Pursue 

them, love them, engage them, date them, and cherish them. You start 

pursuing like never before, and take the words of Jesus. When the world 

says let go, you hold on even tighter. There can be grace, goodness, and 

growth in your marriage. I spoke this word to the last service and an old 

man came up to me and said, "I was two weeks away from divorcing my 

wife, and I got on my knees and crawled all the way up our gravel road, 

walked in and fell on my face and said I'm sorry. I became a new 

husband." Now they're an old couple, full of life, full of love, full of 

excitement. I said, "Are you glad you made that choice?" He said, 

"Absolutely. Everything in me said let go, but Jesus said hold tight. I did, 

and He restored my marriage." I don't know where you're at. If you’ve got 

past issues, it's dealt with at the cross. Get over it and move on. If right 

now you're contemplating, walk that path slowly. The world says just let 

go, but Jesus says hold on a little longer and let Me work My grace in your 

marriage because your marriage if from Me, for Me, and to Me. Don’t let 

go. Hold tight.  

 


