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Let's open to the 4th chapter of the book of Amos. A few weeks ago, we 

started a new sermon series from the book of Amos, realizing that Israel 

was God's covenant people. Today, the church in each nation of the earth 

is His covenant people, so we're looking at God said to His people in the 

Old Testament and drawing parallels to what He might say to us today as 

His covenant people. We're going to read all thirteen verses.  

 

Scripture 

“Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, 

    who are on the mountain of Samaria, 

who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, 

    who say to your husbands, ‘Bring, that we may drink!’ 

The Lord God has sworn by his holiness 

    that, behold, the days are coming upon you, 

when they shall take you away with hooks, 

    even the last of you with fishhooks. 
 And you shall go out through the breaches, 

    each one straight ahead; 



    and you shall be cast out into Harmon,” 

declares the Lord. 

“Come to Bethel, and transgress; 

    to Gilgal, and multiply transgression; 

bring your sacrifices every morning, 

    your tithes every three days; 

offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of that which is leavened, 

    and proclaim freewill offerings, publish them; 

    for so you love to do, O people of Israel!” 

declares the Lord God. 

Israel Has Not Returned to the Lord 

“I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, 

    and lack of bread in all your places, 

yet you did not return to me,” 

declares the Lord. 

“I also withheld the rain from you 

    when there were yet three months to the harvest; 

I would send rain on one city, 

    and send no rain on another city; 

one field would have rain, 

    and the field on which it did not rain would wither; 

so two or three cities would wander to another city 

    to drink water, and would not be satisfied; 

yet you did not return to me,” 

declares the Lord. 

“I struck you with blight and mildew; 

    your many gardens and your vineyards, 

    your fig trees and your olive trees the locust devoured; 

yet you did not return to me,” 

declares the Lord. 

“I sent among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt; 

    I killed your young men with the sword, 



and carried away your horses, 

    and I made the stench of your camp go up into your nostrils; 

yet you did not return to me,” 

declares the Lord. 

“I overthrew some of you, 

    as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 

    and you were as a brand plucked out of the burning; 

yet you did not return to me,” 

declares the Lord. 

“Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; 

    because I will do this to you, 

    prepare to meet your God, O Israel!” 

For behold, he who forms the mountains and creates the wind, 

    and declares to man what is his thought, 

who makes the morning darkness, 

    and treads on the heights of the earth— 

    the Lord, the God of hosts, is his name!" 

 

 

(Prayer) 

Father, as I pray to You I remember the words of Reed when he told me a 

few weeks ago he read through Amos and thought what a depressing 

sermon series this was going to be. Father, I pray this morning that it not 

be that at all, not depressing, but eye opening. I pray that You use this 

book along with the other books of the Bible, anointed by Your Spirit to 

truly draw Your covenant people who may have strayed from You back to 

You, and for us to understand that You have a plan and a purpose, not just 

for us, for this world, but we are the one who carries the message of Your 

Son to the world and community in which we live. Therefore, Father, it is 

so important that our action be right as they reveal our rightness. 

Empower us now to preach, empower us to listen too. In Your Son's name 

we pray, amen. 



 

As God delivers His Word to the northern kingdom of Israel, I'm amazed 

how He uses Amos and who he is, and what he did for a living to color His 

Word. Have you ever notice that many times, if you hang around someone 

long enough, you can kind of tell who they are and what they do by how 

they talk? I'm amazed many times that when you talk to people who are 

musicians, they will just use things out of the musical world to illustrate 

what they're talking about. Sometimes you can sit down with a 

businessperson, and when they try to explain something to you so that you 

can understand it, they will use business language. A teacher, many times, 

will call on principles of education to truly get her point across. Amos is a 

farmer. He's both a fruit farmer and a livestock farmer. Therefore, 

throughout the book of Amos, you're going to see him call on the world of 

agriculture as he delivers God's Word.  

Now the farther our society gets away from the farm, sometimes we're 

going to read through things of the Bible and not get it. So I've got to stop 

for just a moment and remind us of something, and that is farm life. If you 

hang around a farmer, sometimes those people will use farm talk, and if 

you do not understand farm talk, you don’t get what they're talking about 

and it can sometimes be offensive. Before Billy Kennedy left Murray State 

University and began to coach at Texas A&M, he was from Louisiana. He 

was city folk. I can tell you how many times during the week he would call 

me and I would have to explain to him what I was preaching about on 

Sunday because he didn’t get the illustration from the farm. When Billy left 

and went to Texas, Texas A&M was a huge farming area and he believes 

God prepared him to be there by coming to Hardin Baptist Church and 

learning, not only principles from the Bible, but principles on the farm. Get 

this picture. If you were to hang around Celisa and me, a lot of times we 

use farm talk. What you’ve got to remember is that my wife lives animals. 

Now, when Amos begins to talk about the cows of Bashan, this is right up 

our alley. My wife compares a lot of things to cows. She compares our 

daughter-in-law to cows. If you're from the city and you heard my wife talk 

to her daughter-in-law, you might think she's being offensive, when in 

reality, she's not. We think having Katie Beth as our daughter-in-law, we 



just call her our prized heifer. I don't know how you would take that or not, 

but I want you to know that if you were to ask Katie about being the prized 

heifer of the Cunningham's, she would have a big grin on her face. Now, it 

took her a little while to understand exactly what we were talking about. 

You’ve got to understand that on the farm, if you have a lady cow, that 

cow is going to be a keeper if she calves regularly. On the farm, you want 

a cow to bring you a calf every year, which means after she haves a calf, 

she's got to get bred back within ninety days to have another one within a 

year. You want her to have a calf every year of her life when she's old 

enough to have babies. I don't know if you’ve noticed this, but we're 

tickled to death with our prized heifer, Katie. She hadn’t been married very 

long to our son and we've got three grandsons. Listen to this; they are 

five, three, and soon to be one this winter. Our first one was born in 

December, two years later our next one was born in November, and two 

years after that our last one was born in January. Wow! What that means 

is Katie is a keeper. She's turning out wonderful grandkids for us!  

You’ve got to remember that Amos is a livestock farmer; he's raising sheep 

and cattle. He goes up to the north and when he sees Israel, the ladies of 

Israel, the ladies who lived in the capital city of Samaria, he calls them 

'cows of Bashan.' I know in our day and age, this would not be politically 

correct at all. I understand Amos could be sued. I understand if this was 

tweeted or on Facebook, he would look very insensitive. You’ve got to 

understand what he's doing here. God is getting ready to judge the 

northern kingdom of Israel, and He has a word for the ladies. I'm not a 

prophet, I'm a pastor, but I ask you ladies to please listen for the next few 

minutes. Amos singles the women of the covenant community out for, not 

a word from him, but a word from God. Instead of calling them the ladies 

of Samaria, he calls them the cows of Bashan. I like to think he's talking to 

the Mount Gerizim garden club. He's talking to the women's club of 

Samaria. If I can zero this in to the church, he's talking to the ladies who 

study Beth Moore. He's talking to the ladies who study Kay Arthur. He's 

talking to the ladies who get together to do what Christian ladies get 

together to do, but he calls them cows of Bashan.  



If you know the Middle East, geographically, you know that Bashan is east 

of the Sea of Galilee, just south of Mount Hermon. It's about sixteen to 

twenty-three hundred feet above sea level. It's what we call a plain. This 

was the breadbasket of the Middle East. During the Roman Empire, they 

exported wheat to Rome. On those fertile plains of Bashan, the pasture 

was unbelievable, so there was a special breed of cattle that grew in this 

area, the cows of Bashan. If you will get your spiritual antennae up the 

next time you're reading through the Old Testament, many times you will 

see the Bible refer to the fertility of Bashan, the lusciousness of Bashan, to 

the bulls, the fatlings, and the cows. This would be like going to Montana 

in the United States of America, and you look at those beautiful plains 

where all of those luscious cattle are growing.  

So as Amos looks out on northern Israel, God lets him see them through 

the eyes of livestock, and the name he puts on them is you cows of 

Bashan, hear this word from God. I want to be honest here. At first, they're 

not offended because when he calls them cows of Bashan they understand 

because they are an agriculture people. It was a compliment because the 

cows of Bashan were the top breed. It would be like, today, me calling you 

an Angus doddie. I didn't call you a Hereford, a Charolais, not an old 

Simmental, but an Angus doddie. Here's what you’ve got to remember. 

Cows of Bashan were known for two things; they were fat and they were 

ferocious. Whoa! In that day, skinny wasn’t in; fat was in. Have any of you 

noticed the difference in America when you look at pictures of ladies in the 

1950's verses ladies today? Isn’t it amazing how styles change? These 

cows of Bashan couldn’t help but be fat. They had the most luscious 

pasture in the entire region. They were not only fat; they were ferocious. 

When they come to the trough to eat, they are kind of like Angus doddies. 

I don’t know if you’ve ever been around Angus cattle, but they're known to 

knock another cow around. The feed is all in the trough, the farmer puts 

enough feed for all the animals, but there are a few with Angus genetics 

will not only want what is theirs, they are going to want what's yours. If 

you're weak, if you're getting a little older and they can knock you away 

from the trough, they're going to knock you away from the trough.  



Here's the picture. Are you ladies ready for this? This is not me; this is 

Amos. I'm just saying what Amos is saying. But before you get mad at 

Amos, he is only saying what God is saying. This would blow my mind to 

think about some of the ladies in this church who are studious, here every 

Sunday, yet when God would look at you, spiritually, He would call you a 

cow of Bashan. He says three things about them.  

1. You oppress the poor. 

2. You crush the needy. 

3. You say to your husbands, bring me more wine to drink. 

What in the world is Amos talking about? Usually, generally, the most 

sensitive people in society are the ladies. I can't tell you how many times 

my mother or my wife will say to me, "Did you hear…? Did you know?" 

"No, I didn’t hear." "I didn’t know." Let me tell you what that means a lot 

of times. A lot of times when a lady says 'did you hear,' or 'did you know,' 

they're not saying that to make sure we've got information. They're saying 

that to make sure we did something. So when Celisa says, did you know so 

and so…she's not asking me if I just know that. She's asking me what I 

have done to help them with the problem they’ve got. Agreed? A lot of 

times, we guys don’t see it, do we? We don’t get it. That’s why we've got 

this phrase, "Behind every great man, there's a great woman." I like to say 

this, "Behind every great man, there are two women, a mother, and a 

wife." That mother helped rear him getting him ready to take a wife. And 

then, how that lady was going to be instrumental in his life for the rest of 

his life. I believe this. When it comes to the true character of the nation, 

when it comes to the true character of the church, do you know who's 

doing the main shaping? It's the women. Do you ladies realize you're 

raising the next pastor of a church? You're rearing the next missionary. 

You're rearing the doctors, the lawyers, the teachers, and the business 

people of tomorrow. God has given them to you for eighteen years, some 

of you thirty years, amen.  

So what is Amos saying? There is no hope now for Israel because the 

ladies are no different than the men. As a matter of fact, the ladies are 

fueling what's going on in the nation! You and I can't imagine this; how 

would a lady oppress the poor? How would a lady crush the needy? This is 



saying these ladies are so materialistic, so wanting more stuff that we're 

going to discover later that the wine they’ve been drinking out of glasses 

they are now wanting to drink it out of bowls. Nothing they have satisfied. 

They believe satisfaction is in the next purchase, so they're saying to their 

husbands, I don’t care what you do to get what I need, but get it for me 

now! You’ve got the men of the nation going off to work working, not to do 

what Scripture says, to provide a living for your family and have enough to 

help somebody else; the men are feeling this pressure to live up to the 

expectation of the wife. She wants more and more and more. We're not 

satisfied in this, we're not satisfied in that, and we're not satisfied here. 

We've got to get over here, then we get over there and we've got to start 

a whole other subdivision over here! Some of us ladies would have no clue 

of the pressure we're putting on our man.  

See, usually it is the lady who says do we really need this, so instead of us 

getting this, why don’t we help our kids? Instead of us getting that, why 

don’t we help our grandkids? I am convinced that one of the reasons this 

country has the standard of living it has is because of some ladies who are 

saying to some husbands that we can't build our business on the back of 

people's labor without rewarding them. A husband might measure his 

business by his net worth, but a wife will measure the business by how 

many families working for them are having a better life! I ask us in the 

church…when is enough, enough? How big should the gap be between 

those who labor and those who provide the job? If we're pagan, it's all 

about us. If we're not pagan, it's not about us it's about God! God help us 

when the women of the church are more concerned about their diamonds 

their minks, their new car, and their new wardrobe than they are the 

people in the community who have nothing. We're not talking about people 

who take advantage of the situation and have made a living out of being 

poor. We're not talking about that. We're talking about people who are 

genuinely needy, people who are genuinely poor. I don’t know if you’ve 

noticed this, but if you read through your Bible at all, you get this 

understanding that God is on their side. God expects His people to be on 

their side. Ladies, you are the conscience of the nation. You're the 

conscience of the church.  



Amos is not singling these ladies out to blame these ladies. He's singling 

these ladies out to say here is how bad it is in Israel, and here's why God is 

judging the nation. It's because now there is no hope; look at what the 

ladies have sunk to. So here is what Amos says, 'I swear…' Whoa! You 

don’t have to have God swear, amen. I know sometimes people talk to me 

and they don’t trust me, so they say, "Ok Bro Ricky, you promise." Why 

should I have to promise? Shouldn’t my word just be enough? Isn’t God's 

Word enough? Who do you swear by if you're God? If I take an oath in 

court, they're not just going to trust me, so they're going to ask me to 

bring God into it. So help me who? God. But what do you do if you're God? 

Who do you swear by? Who is your oath? He swears by His holiness. He's 

dealing with these ladies who are unholy, and He says, just as you are 

unholy and I'm holy, here's what's going to happen. You're going to be led 

away with hooks and fishhooks. Let me tell you what they did to some of 

the fat, ferocious cows of Bashan. They put hooks in their lips and in their 

nose.  

If any of you were ever go to a cattle show with us, all the bulls over one 

year of age have to have a ring in their nose. It's amazing what you can do 

to a twenty-five hundred pound bull when you yank that ring in his nose. I 

have seen nine-year-old kids leading around two thousand pound bulls in a 

ring. Why? Because there's a hook.  

God says the day is coming, I swear to this, when you'll be led away by a 

hook in your lip…now, the Hebrew is kind of unclear, but here's what many 

conservative scholars say, there will be a hook in your lip and the picture 

here is the ladies of Samaria being led away, captive, but the rope that’s 

leading them is not going to go from the lip to another lip; but there will be 

a hook in your lip and a hook in your rear. Can you see these ladies in 

Samaria every morning looking in the mirror? Yep, that’s where I'm going 

to put the hook! When the ladies of Samaria come to the gate would 

expect someone to open the gate for them, and Amos says they aren’t 

even going to open the gate for you because there are going to be so 

many breaches in the wall, the war is going to be devastating that they're 

just going to lead you out through the breaches in lines. There's always 



been a little honor in war that we treat the females and children just a little 

differently. But God says this is how you're going to be treated.  

Oh ladies, please influence your husbands in a positive way. Please 

influence your children in a positive way. Please don’t get caught up in 

what's going on in America and sell out for materialism and you sell the 

very foundation that your husband needs, your child needs, the church 

needs, and the nation needs. There's a reason we call the president's wife 

the First Lady. God help us when we lose our ladies.  

Then Amos says, "Come to Bethel, and transgress; to Gilgal, and multiply 

transgression." Now, whoa! You expect the prophet to say something like 

Psalm 95, "Oh come let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the 

Lord our God, our maker." Psalm 96, "Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His 

name; bring an offering, and come into His courts! Worship the Lord in the 

spender of holiness; tremble before Him, all the earth!" Psalm 100, "Serve 

the Lord with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! Know that 

the Lord, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His 

people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates with 

thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His 

name!" That’s what you would expect Amos to say, come to bethel and 

worship the Lord, but he says, 'come to church and sin; come to your 

Saturday night concert and really sin.' Whoa! Amos not only levels the 

ladies, but he's now saying look at the state of our worship center.  

Now remember, Bethel is where Jacob meant the Lord and saw that ladder 

going to heaven with angels going up and down. Bethel means house of 

God. God reiterated the Abrahamic covenant to him that he was in the 

chosen line. He told him what all He was going to do for him, and at the 

end of that in Genesis chapter 28, Jacob made a pledge to tithe. Ok Lord, if 

You are going to bless me with all this stuff, I'm going to give ten percent 

back to You. I've always thought that was a pretty good deal, amen. 

Wouldn’t any of us complain about our government if they just wanted ten 

percent? You realize this is a good thing we've got going, right. God 

blesses us and all He expects to be brought to His house is ten percent. 

You have to remember that in Deuteronomy chapter 14, under certain 



situations they were only required to tithe once every three years. We 

don’t practice that here at Hardin. We like the weekly tithe.  

Get this picture. Here is what Israel does. These people are so blessed, so 

into worship that they bring their tithe every three days. They bring a 

sacrifice every morning. The thanksgiving offering that God allowed them 

to use leaven in (they couldn’t use leaven in the other ones) they are 

bringing every day. They couldn’t wait for the proclamation offering. That 

would be what we call a testimony. He said you love to proclaim that, you 

love to publish that, you love to tell what God is doing for you, "for so you 

love to do." Are you getting this? God is saying 'you love to do what you're 

doing, but I don’t love what you're doing.' What is God upset about with 

Israel? Israel took what God gave them, worship, and they made it about 

them instead of about Him.  

The church in America is very close to that. Many people are now driving 

up and down the highways trying to find a church that they like, that 

worships the way they like. I've heard some of you talk about not liking 

worship here. You wished we did more southern gospel. You wished we did 

all contemporary. You wished we did all hymns. It’s not about God; it’s 

about you, about what you like. Here's what I find ironic. What I like is 

what God likes. So if I like all hymns, God must like all hymns because God 

authored hymns, but He didn’t author…are you kidding me? Have you ever 

done a study of one hundred and fifty Psalms? Have you noticed how 

many of them are objective and they're all about God like hymns are? Have 

you ever noticed how many of them are subjective? The psalmist is 

pouring out his heart to God of how he feels. Most of the hymns are 

objective. They talk about the greatness and the glory of God. That’s why 

we use hymns here. How many times did David cry out, not from God's 

perspective, but from his perspective? How many times did he repeat 

himself over and over? I get it, David, I get it! Yet, you don’t want to sing 

the verse of a song over one time. Wow. It would be amazing if we could 

really see the church as God sees it, see all these places, and see how 

many were really there because of God and how many are really there 

because it is the best place to be on Sunday morning because I love it 

there.  



Here's what He says, 'hey, come on down to Hardin Baptist and just sin all 

you want to because it's all about you!' Therefore, we worship our God, 

give our tithes, serve, and teach our Sunday school class, and then, we go 

to work and a guy gets totally leveled at work and we watch it. I'm not 

going to risk my job. You know what's going through the plant right now 

about so and so, and not a one said that’s not Christian, because we're just 

repeating what we heard. See, if there's one thing we learn from Amos, 

and it's really throughout the Bible, God didn’t want us to meet today to be 

about us; God wanted us to meet today so it would be about Him. When 

it's really about Him and you're really in a right relationship with Him, when 

you leave here, it will bother you if you're not right with your boss. It's 

going to bother you if you're not right with your wife. It's going to bother 

you if you're not right with your husband. It's going to bother you if you're 

not right with your kids. It's going to bother you if you're not right. You're 

going to quit blaming, step forward, and say because when there's a 

genuine love for God, there's a genuine love for other people. What you 

soon discover is with God it is really about those who are in need, those 

who are poor, those who are disadvantaged, and those who are 

insignificant. Some of us have just forgotten that’s where we used to be. 

One of the reasons most people will not follow us to church is because the 

way we act toward them during the week. So if you and I coming to Bethel 

is not changing our life, why should a guy in sin come here if it's not 

working for us? Let's not make this about us; let's make this about Him. 

Therefore, what do we have to do? We have to rely on the Word, not our 

subjective feelings. Therefore, He wants us to worship Him in spirit and in 

truth. We've got to make sure that the principles of our worship are in line 

with Him and what we're doing here is not just affecting us on Sunday, but 

on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. I still 

believe this. If I were an employee, I ought to want to work for a Christian 

employer because you would be different. If I were working in a plant and 

I found out you were going to be my supervisor and you were a Christian, 

inside I ought to be thrilled to death because I know you're going to treat 

me justly. You're going to correct me when I need correcting, but reward 

me when I need rewarding. If I were a Christian employer, I'm convinced if 

I was in the HR, I would want to see on that resume, "Christian," because 



that tells me this guy is not just about the money, this guy is not just about 

himself; this guy is here to make us better and he will make everybody 

around him better on the line. This guy is not going to be the agitator. This 

guy is not going to be the slacker. This is going to be the guy that from the 

time he gets here until he goes home, he will be all about God, so he is 

going to work for the glory of God.  

Then God said, "I gave you cleanness of teeth." This is kind of strange, but 

in our day, you're blessed if you’ve got clean, white teeth. In the biblical 

day, when you grinned, you wanted a few of your front teeth missing. 

Have you ever seen those old movies of the kings? In the biblical world, if 

you were blessed with food, what does food do to your teeth? It rots them, 

so when you’ve got cleanness of teeth, that means you haven’t had 

anything to eat. So God said I brought a famine. I took away your food. 

Look at those pearly whites; yet, you didn’t return to me. Then He is going 

to list thing after thing after thing. 'I let it rain over here, but I didn’t let it 

rain over there. Three months before the crop was harvested, I didn’t let it 

rain. Never one time did you consider why it was raining over there but not 

over here; not that he got it and you didn’t, but why is there not a rain that 

just blesses everywhere?' It was because God was trying to get the 

attention of His people. 'Do you remember that wind that started to blow 

at the right time and brought in the blight on your crops? Your crop didn’t 

make a yield, and the locust devoured what was left. I was trying to get 

your attention, and you didn’t return to Me. So I brought war, and when 

you're young men were held in those camps, the disease was so bad that 

you lost most of your sons. When you walked into that camp, the 

stench…and not one time did you return to Me. So do you know what I 

did? I caused some earthquakes just like I did to Sodom and Gomorrah. 

You praised Me that I wiped them out, but when I overthrew your cities, 

you didn’t return to Me.' There are five verses, five different calamities with 

God is saying He was trying to get their attention to get them to turn back 

to Him, and they never did.  

I wonder what God would say to you and me. That thing we just casually 

called a breakdown…God was trying to get your attention. We just kept on, 

kept on, and kept on.  



Now He says, "…prepare to meet your God." This word, 'prepare,' means 

to dig in, to get a firm foundation, get your feet planted because it's going 

to be bad. Have you ever noticed in the ninth inning when they bring in the 

relief pitcher that throws a hundred and one miles an hour? They dig those 

cleats in. Have you ever seen that defensive linemen? Have you ever 

noticed that defensive linemen are smaller than offensive linemen? You line 

up and that three hundred pound offensive linemen is getting ready knock 

you down, he's running back, can run with the ball, and he's got those 

cleats in. He's prepared!  

God said prepare to meet, face to face encounter with the creator. The one 

who took absolutely nothing, it was not anything, it wasn’t invisible matter, 

and from nothing, made everything. This God who took nothing and made 

everything is also the God who reveals who He is, so He is the God of 

revelation. He's the God of light! He controls the morning, He walks on the 

heights of the earth, His name is YAHWEH, God of hope, God of armies, 

and you're going to meet Him, personally, in judgment. Here's what I pray. 

I pray we're not there yet, because when we get there, it's over. It looked 

like it was over when Jonah went to preach to the Ninevites, but the 

repented and God didn’t destroy them. I pray it's not over for us. What 

God is stepping into our lives trying to make us realize, we deal with it, 

repent of it. Do you remember when He wrote to the seven churches of 

Asia Minor? He talked about how good they were, and I think if God 

showed up here He would say, 'wow Hardin, you're boom, boom, boom, 

boom, but, I've got this against you, I've got that against, you, I've got this 

against you. Oh yeah, I know what you're doing. Oh yeah…repent, repent, 

repent.' We're His covenant people. He wants us to be here this morning 

so we'll be ready for what's out there this week. I've got to ask you, not as 

a prophet, but as a pastor. What do you need to repent of? You need to 

look at me and say, what do you need to repent of?  


