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Open to Daniel chapter 2. We appreciate every one of you being here this 

morning to worship the King of kings and Lord of lords as we continue our 

sermon series ‘Standing in a Fallen World.’ If you have been married a 

while, you will understand this statement. After being married thirty-two 

years to Celisa, from time to time, we will have one of those moments 

where she will look at me and say, “Quit it! Quit thinking what I'm 

thinking!” We have a lot of those moments where we’re on the very same 

page. Occasionally, not very often, I have to look at her and say, “Do you 

really expect me to read your mind?” When you have those key 

relationships, sometimes it feels like the other person is really expecting 

you to be able to read their mind. Can you imagine being asked to tell a 

person what they have been dreaming for possibly the last several weeks? 

What a request from King Nebuchadnezzar from some of his closest 

advisors. We’re going to be looking at Daniel 2:2-49 this morning. We are 

going to leave out verses 31-44. We’re going to deal with the dream next 

Sunday morning. This morning, we want you to see how Daniel stood up 

and out in a fallen world, and I want you to watch the progression in 

verses 2-11, then 12-30, and then 46-49. For our text, because this 

passage is so lengthy, let’s just read verses 9-11 of chapter 2, but we will 



be looking at other verses as we talk about standing in a fallen world. If I 

were to title this chapter, I would call it ‘The God Behind the Scenes.’ 

Ultimately, this chapter is not about Daniel and it’s not about 

Nebuchadnezzar; it’s ultimately about God.  

Scripture 

“— if you do not make the dream known to me, there is but one 

sentence for you. You have agreed to speak lying and corrupt 

words before me till the times change. Therefore tell me the 

dream, and I shall know that you can show me its interpretation.” 

The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on 

earth who can meet the king's demand, for no great and powerful 

king has asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or 

Chaldean. The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no one can 

show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with 

flesh.” 

(Prayer) 

Father, we come before You now thinking we were going to bless the 

offering, we’re now asking you to bless this message, bless our time 

together. Father, please anoint the congregation to hear and to apply what 

is said from Your Word to their lives. Father, we came for a real purpose 

this morning, and that is to worship You, but knowing a by-product of us 

worshipping You is that You speak to us and You have a word for us. Even 

in some of those most difficult and bizarre stories of old, it is still relevant 

today. Father, please anoint me to speak clearly, concisely, and with the 

anointing of Your Spirit as we look at this wonderful account of how Daniel 

stood up and out in the culture in which he lived. Father, we praise You in 

the name of Your Son, amen.  

 

Verses 2-11 

King Nebuchadnezzar has been troubled by reoccurring dreams. He now 

commands the magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the 

Chaldeans, which made up part of his cabinet that advices him on future 



things. He shares with them that he has had a dream. There will be a little 

confusion this morning depending on which Bible you read from. If you 

read from a King James Version or the New King James Version of the 

Bible, your story is going to appear that Nebuchadnezzar has forgotten 

what he dreams. If you read from New American Standard or the ESV as I 

do, you're going to understand that King Nebuchadnezzar is firm in his 

conviction about his dream. The reason our translations differ is because 

there is a phrase that is one of the most difficult phrases in Hebrew to 

translate. The scholarly world is not sure what Nebuchadnezzar is saying to 

these men. He could be saying that the dream has left me, it’s gone away, 

and I can't remember what I've been dreaming, but I'm troubled. Or, he 

could be saying that my word about this dream is coming out of my mouth 

and it is firm and I will not compromise. You either tell me what I dreamed 

first, and then I will trust you with the interpretation, but if you can't tell 

me first, then I am to going to trust. It’s not going to change the story 

whichever way you read this, whether Nebuchadnezzar has been 

dreaming, he is troubled and forgot what he's dreaming of. To be totally 

honest with you, when you read the context of this, to me it kind of sounds 

like he doesn’t trust these men that he has gathered to tell about this 

dream. Therefore, if they were really as in tune with the gods as they say 

they are and if they can really tell the future because the gods are the ones 

telling them about the future, then it would be no trouble for the gods to 

also tell you what the dream is. Not to discredit the King James Version of 

the Bible and the way they interpret this, but I believe Neb doesn’t trust his 

advisors. He puts a firm word down…’guys, before I'm going to trust what 

you tell me the dream means, you’ve got to tell me what the dream 

actually is.’ Can you imagine having a job, you're called in, and you’ve been 

asked to do what you think is the impossible? Yet, you’ve been advising the 

king in matters that deal with the future, and now you are in a situation 

where what he has asked, no one has ever asked before and you are 

totally unprepared to answer the king. Why was Neb a little doubtful of his 

cabinet? Well, you’ve got to remember that the magicians, the enchanters, 

the sorcerer, and especially the Chaldeans, as they study the future from 

their different vantage point, they all knew the gods spoke to people many 

times in their dreams. The ancient world believed this, and we showed you 



last week how our God, in the Old Testament, used dreams many times to 

convey His messages to people. The Babylonians actually kept a dream 

manual. From archaeology, we have discovered that when people dreamed 

dreams, they would go to these dream interpreters. The dream interpreters 

would write that dream down and then follow up on that dream, see what 

happened in the future from that dream, whether it was real, just a 

coincidence, had any meaning at all, and then they would write that down. 

They kept this log of dreams, so by the time we come to 604 BC, we see 

they had huge manual of dreams. What they would do is if you came to 

them with a dream, they would just go back through their dream manual, 

find a dream that was similar to your dream, see how that dream worked 

out, and then they could advice you on your future. That is similar to what 

happens in a court of law today. You're aware of this, that when folks go 

before the court, the always appeal to past ruling of judges and how that 

might affect their case. That’s exactly what's going on here. So when these 

men suddenly have to give, not only interpretation, but the dream itself, 

there's no manual for that. They plead their case that what they're being 

asked is impossible. They need time, and Nebuchadnezzar understands 

they're buying time and he comes back pretty harshly. When you rule the 

world, you can be harsh. He reminds these guys, if you don’t give me the 

dream and interpretation, I'm going to cut you in little bitty pieces, and 

we're going to use your houses for a place to throw our dung. Whoa! 

We're going to move the sewer plant of the kingdom to your backyard 

after we cut you in little bitty pieces, but if you come through, I'm going to 

reward you greatly. Now this is one time you wish you were a salary 

worker, or just an hourly worker paid by the hour to do a job. When you 

sign up and get paid for performance; talk about a deadline, amen! When 

the time comes, if you don’t perform and give the right answer, you will 

lose your life. This is key; sometimes we look so forward to the future that 

we want to interpret the dream Nebuchadnezzar had that we forget what 

the main point of the story is, which is there is a God behind the scenes, 

and the God behind the scenes is in control of all the scenes He is behind. 

Did you catch that? It's important for you to get that if you're going to truly 

learn how to stand up and stand out in a fallen world. Here's what his 

cabinet comes back with: what you're asking is impossible. Why is it 



impossible? It is impossible because no man can do what you're asking 

man to do because the only beings who have this ability to know what a 

person dreams and then tell the person the interpretation is the gods. And 

verse 11 says the gods don’t dwell with flesh.  

Can I just call a time out here for a minute? Most of us have been 

Christians for so long we can't imagine how the world really acts, really 

thinks, and really lives. Can you imagine if you believed in a god, but the 

god you believed in didn't in any way communicate or dwell with flesh? 

And the god you’ve invented was there, but in all reality, when life puts the 

squeeze on you, you are on your own. Does that help us understand a little 

bit about the fallen world in which we live? Do you and I have any idea 

how many people we live around, or are near, or come in contact with, and 

what they really sense is they are on their own? They are totally alone, and 

the situation they find themselves in is impossible. There is no way man 

can do or face what they’ve been asked to do or face. When it really comes 

down to it, what they really know is on the line is the life they live.  

Let me remind you of this because I believe one of the reasons this book is 

in the Hebrew Bible is not just to tell us about the future and the messianic 

kingdom. That’s primary, but also, God wanted His people to know how to 

live when they found themselves in a fallen world. When they found 

themselves in a culture and environment and a situation that was so 

different than theirs, God wants them to know how to act and how to live. 

Therefore, He uses the book of Daniel. Here's what you and I know as 

we're reading the story; we know they're wrong. We know there is a God, 

and what do we know about Him? He's a God of revelation. He's a God 

who wants to make Himself known to people. Just as soon as you read the 

creation story and God has put Adam and Eve in the garden and they're 

supposed to live happily ever after, sin comes into the world, and what do 

we find God doing? He is doing what He had done every day, up until that 

point. His voice came walking in the cool of the garden. Why is God 

checking out life in the garden? Because He's checking on His creation. 

When they don’t show up where they're always at, what does God do? He 

hollers for him, "Adam, where are you?" Not that God was surprised, but 

can you imagine Adam having to say, "God, I'm over here in the bushes!" 



"What are you doing in the bushes, son?" "I'm hiding." "From who?" "You." 

"Why?" That’s the God we serve. Same God who stepped in the life of a 

pagan named Abram in Ur of Chaldea. Then after leading him from his 

home to his new homeland, God and he have such a relationship together 

that in Genesis 18 when God gets ready to destroy Sodom and Gomorra 

where Abram's nephew is, God says I surely can't destroy Sodom and 

Gomorra without letting the man I have chosen know what I'm going to do 

so he will know how to instruct his children. So there's an encounter 

between God and Abram. This is why the prophet, Amos, would write to 

the children of Israel, "Surely God will do nothing without revealing His 

secrets to His servants, the prophets." This is why the psalmist, David, 

could say of God, "Call on me in your day of trouble and I will rescue you," 

and then he adds this little note, "And you will glorify me." Do you hear the 

difference in the gods the world has invented and the God that’s been 

revealed to us? 

Verses 12-30 

King Neb, in verse 12, is mad. He is so angry that he says the deadline has 

passed, and he calls for Arioch. The Bible calls him the captain of the 

guard, but I want you to notice that the word, guard, is a word that 

literally means to slay. What he is captain of is his execution. If you study 

history at all, you'll know that Nebuchadnezzar from time to time was a 

vile, ruthless dictator. He had no trouble, he believed this dream was so 

important, he must know its interpretation, that he's willing to kill every 

wise man in his cabinet, and he calls for the executioner, and now they're 

searching for Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. When Arioch finds 

Daniel, (now let's get this picture because I want to make sure you're 

reading between the lines like I am) there's a knock on the door and 

there's a chief of the execution squad. Very soon, you're not going to be 

alive. If there was ever a man who was serving God who finds himself in a 

crisis, Daniel was the man, amen. If you read verses 12-30 closely, I want 

you to watch this. Daniel never panics. He doesn’t flee. The Bible says he 

deals with Arioch with wise counsel and in good taste. How would you 

react if a man, who has authority on behalf of the government to take your 

life, were standing before you because somebody else didn’t do the job? 



Do you of you feel a little panic going on inside? Have you ever noticed 

that when it comes to living life when we panic in a situation, our reaction 

is normally not God honoring, God glorifying? I want you to watch this. In 

Daniel chapter 1, you and I are ready for this. We're ready to be in a 

situation where there's a moral crisis and we drew a line in the sand and 

we've said we will not ever do this behavior because if we do, we will be 

defiled in the presence of our God and we're not going to do that because 

we're holy, and we're going to be holy in an unholy world. We're going to 

stand no matter who bows down. We are not going to bow down. Daniel 

chapter 2 isn't dealing with that. There's no line in the sand that you're 

being asked to cross that’s going to defile you. You now have an 

opportunity to stand up and out for one reason and one reason only, and 

that’s because when the world turns to its most trusted advisors, its most 

trusted methods and they fail, that person's world will not stop there 

because they need an answer, and they don’t care who it comes from. 

They just want to know the truth. This is a moment for a Christian to truly 

stand up and to stand out when the world tries the way of the world, and 

the way of the world fails the world. Why is this important for us? I believe 

for the first time in the history of this country, we're getting ready as 

Christians to be a generation that’s going to get an opportunity to influence 

the United States of America again, because what the United States is 

turning to is not, will not, and cannot work because it defies the principles 

of God. The day will come as the world fails, God will raise up Christians 

like you and me just as He did Daniel.  

Now, why didn’t Daniel panic? Here's why Daniel didn’t panic, and here's 

why you and I shouldn’t panic. It is because we must know and believe our 

God is behind the scenes of human history. You know what that phrase, 

behind the scenes, means. A lot of times there is stuff that goes on in 

public and we see a person on the stage, and what we want to know is 

who is behind the stage. Who is the one doing all the work, all the 

preparation so that when that guy gets on the stage, he looks so good? 

Here's what you and I know. The guy on the stage, while he's got to do his 

part, he shouldn’t get all the honor and glory, agreed? Without what's 

going on behind the scenes, he wouldn’t be who he is. Who do you really 

believe is behind the scenes of human history? What the book of Daniel is 



trying to show us, no matter how things look, the person who is ultimately 

behind the affairs of the world is not Satan, but God. No matter how it 

looks at this particular point in history, the God behind the scenes is in 

control of the scenes. He is behind. If you and I, in the church, really 

believe that, if we really believe in the sovereignty of God, what it should 

take out of our life is hitting the panic button. We don’t panic. Why? 

Because we've been set apart. We don’t operate the way the world 

operates. I want to tell you what happens when you really believe there is 

a God behind the scenes. You're able to assess the situation. Look what 

Daniel says. 'Hey, what's so urgent about you taking my life? What's so 

urgent that all the wise men of the city are going to die today?' He 

assesses the situation, and suddenly, he realizes through Arioch that King 

Nebuchadnezzar has had a dream and nobody can tell him the 

interpretation because he won't tell them the dream. He doesn’t trust 

them, so to test them to see if they're trustworthy, he's going to make 

them do the impossible, and that’s to reveal what he dreamed and if they 

get it right, he's going to trust they can interpret it. You and I have got to 

learn to assess the situation, believing that ultimately God is behind the 

scenes. Once we've made that assessment, I want you to see the second 

thing Daniel did. He engaged the key stakeholders. The first person he 

engaged was the guy standing in front of him who was the sword, and that 

was Arioch. The second person he engaged was the key stakeholder on the 

human stage, and that was Nebuchadnezzar. Do you know what he asked? 

He asked permission from Arioch to let him go and stand before the king 

and ask for time. Whoa, hadn’t that already failed? When you read verses 

2-11, don’t you hear the magicians, the sorcerers, the enchanters, the 

Chaldeans pleading for more time? Give us more time! No, tell me now! 

Then why is it going to work when Daniel shows up and asks for more 

time? But that’s what Daniel asked for. When he stood before 

Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar gave him time. Wow! Then do you know 

who he engaged? He engaged Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. He got 

those boys together, and said guys, please join me in seeking God, and 

pray that He will be merciful to us so that our lives can be saved. Do you 

realize the advantage you and I have of having friends and family who 

know the same God we know? Even though God has gifted Daniel with the 



ability to understand visions and dreams, (Daniel 1:27) Daniel knows this 

situation is so urgent, so important, that God must act and he doesn’t rush 

into the presence of God by himself, but he wanted others with him. I 

wonder how many times we fail to adequately use all the resources 

available to us by not calling in reinforcements, by not calling for help, by 

not believing there is strength in having a mother, a dad, a grandparent, a 

pastor, or a Sunday school teacher, or a best friend, a husband, or a wife 

intercede with us on behalf of God. I'm not saying in any way that your 

prayer before God alone is not enough, but for some reason, Daniel didn’t 

feel like doing this alone. He needed help.  

I couldn’t help but remember this story that I shared with you a long time 

ago. I think it illustrates the point when sometimes we Christians have 

opportunities to stand up and out, and we fall on our faces because we try 

to do the job alone. There was a man who got injured on the job, and he 

was applying for workman's comp. They couldn’t fully understand why he 

put what he put on the report as the reason for filing for compensation, so 

he answered their letter. He said, "Dear sir, I'm writing in response to your 

request for additional information for my insurance claim. In block number 

three of the accident claim form, I wrote trying to do the job alone as the 

cause of my accident. You said in your letter than I should explain this 

statement more fully. I trust the following details will be sufficient. I am a 

bricklayer by trade. On the date of the accident, I was working alone on 

the roof of a new six-story building. When I completed my work, I 

discovered I had about five hundred pounds of brick leftover. Rather than 

carrying the bricks down by hand, I decided to lower them in a barrel by 

using a pulley, which was attached to the side of the building at the sixth 

floor level. Securing the rope at ground level, I went up to the roof, swung 

the barrel out, loaded the bricks into it, then I went back to the ground, 

untied the rope, holding it tightly to ensure a slow descent of the five 

hundred pounds of bricks. You will note in block number eleven of the 

claim from that my weight is one hundred and fifty pounds. Due to my 

surprise at being jerked off my feet so suddenly, I lost my presence of 

mind and forgot to let go of the rope. Needless to say, I proceeded up the 

side of the building at a very rapid rate of speed. In the vicinity of the third 

floor, I met the barrel coming down. This explains my fractured skull and 



collarbone. Slowed only slightly, I continued my rapid ascent, not stopping 

until the fingers of my right hand were two knuckles deep in the pulley. By 

this time, I had regained my presence of mind and was able to hold tightly 

to the rope, in spite of my pain. At approximately the same time, however, 

the barrel of bricks hit the ground and the bottom fell out of the barrel. 

Devoid of the weight of the bricks, the barrel then weighed approximately 

fifty pounds. I refer you again to information in block number eleven 

regarding my weight. As you might imagine, I began a rapid descent down 

the side of the building. In the vicinity of the third floor, I met the barrel 

coming up. This accounts for the two fractured ankles and the lacerations 

in my legs and lower body. This second encounter with the barrel slowed 

me enough to lessen my injuries when I fell into the pile of bricks, and 

fortunately, only three vertebrae were cracked. I'm sorry to report, 

however, that as I lay there on the bricks in pain, unable to stand, 

watching the empty barrel six stories above me, I again lost my presence 

of mind and let go of the rope. The empty barrel weighed more than the 

rope, so it came down upon me and broke both my legs. I hope I have 

furnished sufficient information to explain to you why trying to do the job 

alone was the cause of my accident."  

Please hear me. The call to stand up and out is not a call to stand alone. It 

is a call to stand with fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Daniel now, 

after engaging Arioch, after engaging Nebuchadnezzar, engaging 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, he along with them engages God who he 

believes is behind the scenes. He just asks God for one thing. God, you’ve 

got to do what only You can do, and that’s tell us the dream. If not, we're 

going to die. Have you and I ever really prayed that way, out of urgency, 

out of necessity, instead of out of courtesy or out of habit?  

I remember one time being on a boat in Brazil. It was the first time we 

went to Brazil. We took so many medical supplies, so many building tools 

that we needed, just so many things we thought we needed. When we 

went through customs, customs had accordingly always released 

missionary's stuff, but they confiscated ours. We're on the boat, it's about 

4:00 in the morning, we're eating bacon and eggs, and they're treating us 

great on the boat. Time begins to pass and we're wanting to pull out, and 



all of a sudden, about midmorning, we begin to realize we may not get our 

stuff. Bro Walker is negotiating with the customs people. He keeps calling 

back to the boat saying I don’t think we're going to get it. They kept 

bringing more government officials and they finally told Bro Walker we 

couldn’t have it. On that boat, about 2:00 in the afternoon, a group of 

people on that boat, believing God wanted them to have that stuff, 

believing that ultimately He was the God behind the scenes and was still in 

control of the scenes He was behind, the group begin to pray, God, we'll 

go without it, but we would really like to have it. While we were praying, 

the unthinkable happened. Somebody called Bea while we were praying. 

Don’t you hate it when you're praying and you get a phone call? We're 

praying, we keep praying while she's talking, and she hangs up. When she 

hangs up, she stops our prayer time and says Bro Walker just called and 

said he didn’t know what happened, but the government officials said go 

ahead and take it, and we got every piece. What Bro Walker could not do 

alone, God in heaven led a group of people to get in on, and God did what 

only He can do in a way that only He can get the honor and glory for it. 

John Wesley said, "Prayer is striking the winning blow. Ministry is gathering 

the results." I don’t think I originated this, but I've always believed this. 

Prayer is not Bro Ricky getting his will done in heaven; prayer is God 

getting His will don’t on earth through Bro Ricky. When you engage God, 

you are engaging the God who is behind the scenes and the God who is in 

control of all the scenes He is behind.  

Guess what God did. God gave him the dream. He came to 

Nebuchadnezzar again. Can I say this? How many times have you not 

wanted to engage? How can we stand up and out when the world is failing 

if we don’t engage? Assess, engage, and then act. Daniel goes back into 

the presence of the key stakeholder, Nebuchadnezzar, on behalf of the 

main stakeholder, God, and that’s exactly what you're doing. As you stand 

up and out, this is not about you or me, this is about God, and God making 

Himself known. The first question Neb had for him when he came back 

was, are you able? Before Daniel said, I am able, he said there is no man 

in your cabinet who is able, but there is a God in heaven who is. He said, 

Neb, this isn’t about me. That’s why many of us don’t stand up and out 

because it's about us. To Daniel, it wasn’t about him; it was about God. He 



said God has done this, because before you went to bed, you were 

wondering how the future was going to end because you’ve conquered all 

the lands you can conquer. I just want you to know that God stepped into 

your dreams and revealed to you how the future is going to be.  

Verses 46-49 

Then, in verses 31-45, Daniel tells him the dream. We're going to talk 

about the dream next week, but watch this. Fast-forward to verses 46-49 

with me. After Daniel tells him the dream, here is what Neb does. Listen to 

this; the man who has just sent an executioner to Daniel, upon hearing his 

dream and its interpretation, bows down before this Jewish boy. Wow! Can 

you imagine the president of the United States being so thankful for 

something you did for the country that he bowed down in your presence? 

Can you imagine the governor doing that? Can you imagine the mayor 

doing that? I want you to look what he says in verse 47; Nebuchadnezzar 

said your God, truly, Ammon, truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of 

lords, and He reveals secrets. Did you hear that? Your God, in the midst of 

all of these false gods, these false beliefs, these false theories, the man 

who held the highest office in the land at that time, acknowledges your 

God is God of gods and Lord of lords. Then he says for you (Daniel) are 

able. Whoa! This is good. Daniel's ability to exercise his spiritual gift of 

understanding visions and dreams allowed Nebuchadnezzar to come to the 

conclusion that his God was the true God, and he knew what kind of God 

He was. Do you get that? Every time at work every time at home, every 

time at school, every time we have a chance to stand up and out, it gives 

God an opportunity to be known through our actions. In other words, if I'm 

understanding this right, Daniel's action caused Nebuchadnezzar to believe 

what he believed about God. I'm just wondering this. If we don’t stand up 

and out, do you think it's possible by some of our other actions that people 

might believe something wrong about our God? Please, desire to stand up 

and out in this fallen world because it's not about you on the stage, it's 

about the God behind the scenes on the stage. He's the one we want 

people to know. Your actions, or lack of actions, reveal who He is.  


