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If you have your bibles, go to Mark chapter 6. At least once a month, my 

wife and I are reminded why we don’t go out and eat a whole lot. We 

started this tradition after the Lord Supper service. I don’t know exactly 

how it got started, but I think Chris and Brandy Lawrence asked us to go to 

Culver's after the Lord Supper and we said that sounds great, so for about 

five or six Lord Suppers now, we've been going to Culver's after church on 

a Sunday night. It always sounds like it's a good idea. The Lord Supper has 

just happened, we're all hungry, it's a little bit late, getting close to 

bedtime, but we're thinking let's just go, Culver's sounds great. So we load 

up in the van, drive to Culver's, the Lawrence's are following us. It sounded 

like a really great idea until we start into the door at Culver's and we 

realize we've got four children, they’ve got three children and one on the 

way, and we kind of show up as like a herd. We walk in at Culver's and it 

never fails that when we go to Culver's everybody else in Murray has also 

decided to go to Culver's. The place is packed out, a line is everywhere, 

there's not a place to sit, we go to the menu, we're looking up trying to 

order what we want and what the kids want, and it's just a little bit 

chaotic. The kids are trying to tell us what they want; we're trying to order 

for them and telling them we know best what they need. They don’t know 

exactly what they want (they want ice cream for dinner). There was a lot 



of commotion going on, and then there is that moment of when we order, 

they had us the empty cup. I know a soda fountain is marvelous when 

you're an adult with other adults, but when you have small kids, giving you 

an empty cup is the worst thing. Just give me the cup filled with the drink 

and a lid! Instead, they hand an empty cup to my three year old, Evie 

Kate, and she wants to go to the fountain. I take her, she's getting her 

own ice and drink, and we try to put the lid on. Then we go get ketchup 

and napkins and we go find a place to sit, but everybody in Murray was 

here, so there are no seats. Finally, a booth comes open and we sit down 

at a place where at least half of us can fit, and others were like, just go 

find somewhere to sit down and just try not to die. We finally get seated 

with all of our condiments, and then the person comes with the food. It's 

like yes, we did it; here's the moment. It just always happens, as soon as 

the food gets here, someone has to go to the bathroom. It always 

happens…ok let's go to the bathroom, and when they get back, someone 

needs ketchup, more napkins, there's a spill; it's just kind of how it rolls at 

Culver's. So here we were last Sunday night, we're sitting down with this 

kind of normal routine going on. I'm sitting beside my wife, and you’ve got 

to know something about Katie; she loves Culver's. Culver's is her favorite 

fast food restaurant. So I'm sitting beside Katie, who loves Culver's, all the 

chaos is happening, and I notice she is not eating her burger. Instead, she 

is looking at it with disgust, which is very odd because she loves Culver's, 

her favorite fast food restaurant. I'm looking at her and trying to man all 

the kids and see what's going on and who needs what, and Katie starts 

taking the bun off the burger. She's trying to eat just the meat, and I 

asked, "Katie, what's wrong?" She says, "I forgot." I said, "You forgot 

what?" She said, "I forgot the melt is served on rye bread." When she says 

'rye bread', I get the gag reflex. You’ve got to know, me and Katie are not 

rye bread people. We just believe rye bread should not be in existence. 

Now, I'm seeing this rye bread and I had a question last night as to 

whether we were just weird or does anybody like rye bread? So I actually 

googled 'rye bread is' and just to see what google filled in. Do you know 

what the fourth thing that came up is? 'Rye bread is nasty.' That wasn’t 

me; google said it! So I chased down some articles. There has been some 

research done that actually says your genes will determine whether you 



like rye bread or not, so there is some science behind why me and Katie 

don’t like rye bread, and probably our kids won't like here. Here, Katie has 

a place she loved, a burger she loves, but it is completely ruined by the 

bread that it's on. I told her we would get another, but she said, "No, I'll 

just eat fries and just get whatever the kids leave." The bread ruined the 

entire sandwich.  

Why did I tell that story? We're going through Mark, and if you’ve been 

tracking with us, you'll notice that several times, Mark has used what's 

called a Markan sandwich. He tells a story, then he tells a second story, 

and then he tells a third story. The first and the third story are like buns, 

like two pieces of bread. The middle story is the one we are supposed to 

hang on. It’s the one with the weight. It’s the one we're supposed to get. 

It's the one with the punchline. Here, what we're going to see is he does 

another Markan sandwich, but the bad news is that he puts this Markan 

sandwich on rye bread. It makes me cringe a little bit. It's not what Katie 

and I would want. For us, what we're going to find is when it comes to the 

mission of God, our mission actually comes with opposition. That’s what 

we're going to see in Mark chapter 6 that our mission comes with 

opposition. Why do I say that? Why do I know that? Because what Mark 

does, he gives us our commission. He sends out the twelve disciples, but 

the two stories surrounding it are a story about rejection and a story about 

execution. The Messiah gets rejected and John the Baptist gets his head 

chopped off. Those are the two stories that Mark puts in the bread of this 

middle story where we're supposed to go out and share the gospel. We 

have a mission, but the reality is there is opposition around it, and Jesus 

wants us to know that upfront. He wants us to know that if you're going to 

carry out the mission of God, it's going to come with opposition, rejection, 

and it might even come with execution. So why in the world would we 

fulfill the mission of God? Because here's what I want you to see, the meat 

is worth it. Living a life faithful to the glory of God and to the good of your 

neighbor, and seeing people coming to Christ is worth the rejection and 

possibly even execution. The mission is worth it. We're going to open our 

bibles and we're going to read about our mission in light of rye bread. In 

light of rejection and execution, we're going to find our marching orders.  



Scripture 

” And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by 

two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He charged 

them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, 

no bag, no money in their belts— but to wear sandals and not put 

on two tunics. And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, 

stay there until you depart from there.  And if any place will not 

receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake 

off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So 

they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. And they 

cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick 

and healed them." 

(Prayer) 

Father God, I pray that You would be with us and help us to see that yes, 

the mission comes with opposition. Our mission is giving in the midst of 

rejection and execution, but it's a mission that we should love because it's 

the greatest thing to give our lives to. We pray this in Jesus good name, 

amen. 

 

Mission of God  

We sort of see what's common in church world. Most of us, if we've been 

in church any length of time (or maybe you haven’t been in church, you 

probably just know this about the church), as Christians, we believe that 

we should share the gospel. We believe we should be on mission. We've 

heard the great commandment, Jesus has told us to go, we know we 

should go, so I think for a lot of us, we genuinely believe that when we 

read Jesus sent the disciples out, we also believe that if we're a disciple, 

we should also go for the sake of the gospel. Those who follow Jesus also 

need to fish with Jesus.  I'm reading a book right now that’s called, Look 

Before You Lead. It deals with analyzing culture, especially church culture, 

and even our own heart. The author goes into the difference between 

belief and value. Those two things are actually different. The difference is 



belief is something we believe. It's something we will say, yeah, that’s true 

and I believe that. A value is something we actually do. I'll give you an 

example. Most of us probably believe that to live a healthy lifestyle, you 

need to eat healthy, exercise regularly, and you need to get sleep. Most of 

us would say, yeah, I believe that. That are few of us that say, no, a 

healthy lifestyle, you need to never exercise, eat junk food, and never go 

to sleep; that’s where health comes from. Most of us believe exercise, 

eating right, and sleep are important. We believe that. We say we believe 

that, yet, how many of us value that enough to exercise daily, to eat right, 

and to sleep eight hours a night? A lot fewer of us. There's a difference in 

what you believe and what you value. What you value is what you'll 

actually do. When it comes to the church, most of us would say, yes, we 

believe in evangelism, we believe in mission, we believe that every ending 

of the service when we say you're not dismissed you're sent out, you 

believe I'm sent out, I'm a bearer of the gospel, I'm supposed to make 

disciples. Yet, how do you know if you actually value the mission of God? 

There's a pretty easy way to answer that question. Do you, practically, in 

your day-to-day life, promote the gospel with your life and your words? Do 

you seek to share the good news of Jesus with others? That will tell you 

whether it's just a belief or a belief that’s also a value. Value means you 

actually do it.  

I think if I were to ask this question, if you feel like you never struggle in 

evangelism, you always do it every single time you feel like you should, 

that every day you're faithful to share your faith, I think few of us would 

raise our hands. I think most of us at least feel like we struggle in the area 

of evangelism, or maybe we just don’t do it at all. That’s common. That’s 

for a lot of us. We struggle with we believe it but we don’t do it. So the 

goal of this morning is what I'm praying is that the Spirit through the Word 

will make a belief become a value. As we say at the end of every service, 

we're not dismissed, we're sent out, I pray that would be such a value to 

you that you would go as a sent one to actually promote the gospel to 

people around you. That’s the goal. How are we going to get there? 

Through this text, there's going to be seven things that Mark is going to 

give us to hold onto and to practically do when it comes from taking the 

mission to be a belief into an actual value so that we'll actually do it. Let's 



just walk through these seven things that Mark gives us so that in a 

moment, we value you it enough to go and do it. Let's walk back through 

this text.  

Called  

Here's what we see in verse 7, "And He called the twelve…" So the first 

thing we see is we're called. If you're a believer, Jesus has called you to 

Himself. Jesus' words in the beginning of Mark is come follow Me. In other 

words, leave your life, leave you being the star of your story, and come 

and follow Me and you will be a supporting role in My bigger story. You're 

going to come into the Kingdom of God. So if you're a Christian, here's the 

first thing you’ve got to understand if you're going to be missional. It's that 

I'm called. I'm called away from me, away from my life, and I'm called to 

follow after Jesus. Jesus is doing a huddle. He's bringing the disciples 

together saying look at Me, remember Me. Here's what life is about, its 

about a relationship with Me. Going on mission starts with believing that 

you're called, but notice what happens next.  

Commissioned  

After He calls the twelve, it says, "… and began to send them out…" At the 

very beginning of Mark's gospel, Jesus said follow Me and I'll make you 

fishers of men. Jesus has modeled the practice of fishing. He's went 

around teaching, He's went around promoting the gospel through His life 

and His works, and He is getting rejecting. People aren’t believing, though 

some are believing, so Jesus is actively fishing. He's modeling before the 

disciples what He wants them to do and now Jesus says, 'come here, 

remember how I told you if you follow Me you are going to be fishers of 

men?' They are like, 'oh yeah, I remember that.' 'Well, go fish.' Imagine 

that look in their eyes. Like, 'hold on, can we just follow You around? Can 

we just keep following You and You do the fishing?' He says, 'nope, you 

go. It's your turn. I'm sending you out.' If you are going to lean into the 

mission of God, you have to believe that you are commissioned. You're not 

just called, but you're commissioned. Part of following involves fishing. Just 

as Jesus said at the end of John, "As the Father sent Me, so I send you." It 

comes with the territory. If we are going to be a disciple, we are a disciple 



maker. That’s part of the deal. If you're a called one, you're also a 

commissioned one; you're sent out. So Jesus sends them out. Why does 

He them out? Why do they need to go? Have you ever wondered what the 

motivation of them actually going, what the motivation of Jesus actually 

sending us? It is because He knew there were people all throughout the 

village who weren’t connected to God. They didn’t have a relationship with 

their maker, and what Jesus wanted the disciples to do is go and tell them 

the good news that through Jesus Christ they can be reconciled back to 

God. In other words, the motivation is there are broken people all around 

us. That’s why we want to go. That’s why we want to live and speak the 

gospel because people are broken all around us; they're disconnected to 

God and they need Jesus to reconnect back to God. That’s our motivation 

for missions. It's because we know our friends and loved ones are making 

all sorts of wrong mistakes, but there is a fundamental problem; they're 

disconnected from God. What they need is a relationship with the Lord.  

Community  

So, they are called and they are commissioned; but notice how he gives 

them this mandate in the context of community. It says He sends them out 

"two by two." I love how He sends them out two by two. He sends them 

out in community. He sends them out together. He doesn’t say hey twelve, 

all ya'll go out in separate directions, have a competition who can baptize 

the most, come back and tell me and I'll give you an A. He sends them in 

community with one another. Why does He do this? Why does He send 

them two by two instead of on a solo mission by themselves? I think it's 

pretty obvious. It's always easier to go with a friend. It's always easier to 

go in a group or on a team. I could just imagine if Peter was going out by 

himself, going door to door and he gets to that house with a chain link 

fence that says beware of dog, and then it's got the Rottweiler in the fence 

screaming at him. He's going to be like, 'ok, I'll go to the next house.' But if 

he's got John with him, John is like, 'oh you know what, the dog get ya?' 

'No, let's go.' There's a little bit of when they had fear, there's a little bit of 

courage that comes in pairs. When you’ve got a buddy with you, you can't 

forsake the mission; you’ve got to lean into the mission. So He sends them 

out in pairs so they can be accountable, so they can encourage one 



another, and when one of them falls out then the other one can pick up 

the slack. I think one of our real applications is if you want to be a person 

who lives out the mission of God, one of the best things you can do is to 

find community, find your people. There are a lot of places you can do 

that. You can join up with a Sunday school, join up with a small group, join 

up with a discipleship group; there are all sorts of different smaller groups 

of people even within this body. Do you know what the advantage to that 

is? Now, when you join up with that body, you can let them know, 'hey, I 

got a friend named Joe, and Joe is not a believer and I'm afraid to share 

with him, will you pray for me and Joe?' Guess what. When you come back 

next week and meet up for next group time, guess what they're going to 

ask you. 'Hey, how's Joe doing? Joe, I forgot about Joe. Remember, you 

said for us to pray for him and you were going to share with him?' 'Oh 

yeah, I forgot. There's a mission at hand.' They will encourage you. They 

will hold you accountable, and week after week when you come back 

having to admit you haven’t spoken to Joe, eventually, you're going to go 

talk to Joe because you’ve got a whole group praying for you, pushing you, 

and holding you accountable. See, the mission is often to invest in 

community. One of the great applications is to find your people, find some 

buddies so you can go on mission with. Find a group, join up with a 

ministry team, a serving team, find your people, then this body that you 

can go on mission with because Jesus sends them out in community, not 

by themselves on a solo mission.  

Credentials  

He doesn’t only send them one by one, or send them in community; we're 

going to also see that He gives them credentials. I love what it says in the 

next line, "He gave them authority over the unclean spirits." He gives them 

authority. He gives them credentials. Have you ever been to an event 

where people can get into places that you can't get to? You go to Disney 

World and you see the team that works there, they’ve got these little 

badges on, and they can go places we can't go. They can go underground; 

I have to stay above ground. They can go into doors that I can't even 

know were a door. They’ve got all these secret places because they're 

credentialed. They work there. They have authority. Sometimes we feel 



like we don’t have the right to speak up. We don’t have the right to share 

because who are we? Jesus wants you to be reminded that you have a 

name badge that says I am one of the King's ambassadors. You have full 

credentials, you have full rights as Jesus says at the end of Matthew's 

gospel, "All authority in heaven and earth has been given to Me. Go 

therefore and make disciples." Some might say it's against my work policy; 

I can't share, I can't open my mouth about religion or anything like that. 

Whatever the policy is, you have a name badge that says your credentialed 

and you have authority. There is someone above your boss's or employer's 

head whose name is Jesus, and He's given you authority. You have to do 

that very wisely. You have to go out with common sense, but we have all 

authority to invest in people and share with others the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  

Look at that list. We're called, we're commissioned, we're put in 

community, and we're given credentials to go and do the mission that God 

has called us to do. Hopefully it is trickling from belief, 'I know I should,' to 

value, 'I think I might actually should do this, I actually could do this.' 

That’s what we're hoping, that it goes to the heart so that it will lead to 

your mouth, hands, and feet as you go and live out the gospel in front of 

real people.  

Take Nothing 

Notice the next thing Jesus is going to teach. There has to be a 

dependence on God. Check out what Jesus says in verse 8, " He charged 

them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no 

money in their belts— but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics." You 

have this moment where Jesus is sending them out, and they have to be 

thinking, what do we need for the journey? What do we need to pack? I 

forgot my…and Jesus says don’t take anything, just go.  

Now I have led a lot of short-term mission trips. Every short-term mission 

trip I ever went on I create a 'what to bring' list because meeting two is 

like six months from us going and people are asking, how much can I take? 

What size of bag? What do I need to bring? What do I need to get? So, we 

provide a 'what to bring' list. There are like ten items if you're going to 



Nicaragua. Some of it you should know, like toothpaste and a toothbrush, 

but you’ve got to be reminded so we put those things on there. You need 

your passport. A 'what to bring' list we provide because everybody wants 

to know what they need. I don’t want to go to Nicaragua and not be 

prepared. I don’t want to go to this mission trip and not have what I need. 

It's been quite comical to see what people actually bring on mission trips. 

One of the rules for Nicaragua is you can only have a carry-on. A carry-on 

is a little bag that fits into the big bag, and I was surprised one time to find 

a mom roll her bag in and say, "I had no trouble packing. I've got room to 

spare." I said, "Well, that’s because that’s not a carry-on. That bag is taller 

than you are. That is the bag that the carry-on's, carry-on's, carry-on goes 

into. You cannot take that.' So she had to unpack and realized she didn't 

quite as much room as she thought she had. There's another instance 

where we get to the hotel in Nashville (we're staying all night) and I've told 

the students, "For you liquids, they have to all fit into a quart size zip lock 

bag." We get to Nashville, the girl undoes her suitcase, and she has 

seventeen quart size bags filled with liquid. Seventeen! I said, "No, no! 

What I meant was you can have one quart size bag, not as many bags for 

all of your liquids. You can only have one." It just amazes me…some 

people will bring enough medicine to start their own hospital! Are you 

going to be a doctor, are you going to die, I'm not sure, but I think you're 

well prepared for anything that could ever happen! I've had people bring 

suitcases full of money! It's like, 'what are you going to do with a suitcase 

full of money?' 'Well, I can buy a plane if I need to get out!' 'Ok! That 

sounds good; I'm going with this guy! I'm hanging out with you!' It's 

amazing what people bring on short-term mission trips because we want to 

always have everything under control. We want to make sure we never get 

sick without medicine, never be in a place we can't get cash out of; we 

want to make sure we have everything we need.  

Jesus, on this short-term mission trip, says don’t even pack; just go. Why 

would He do that? What is He trying to teach these disciples, and through 

them, what is He trying to teach us? He's trying to teach us that the 

mission of God is dependent on God. Jesus supplies all of our needs. Some 

of you are paralyzed because you think if I go into work tomorrow, if I 

have that phone call with that friend that I know I should have, what if I 



edged the door open towards the gospel, what if they asked me something 

that I haven’t packed for? What if I don’t have the right answer, the right 

suitcase, or the right thing to give to them? What if I'm not prepared 

enough? Jesus says don’t worry; just edge the door open because the God 

who called you to the mission is also going to supply the words for the 

mission. He's got it. You're not depending on how smart you are, how 

many Bible verses you’ve memorized; you are dependent on God who has 

called you, so be dependent on Him. God will provide your needs. Jesus 

says just go. Don’t even take extra cash. Just go and trust Me that you're 

going to be ok.  

Responses: Joy or Opposition 

Notice what Jesus says, and He sets them up for two different responses. 

When you go and proclaim the gospel, you're going to have two different 

responses. Here's what He says in verses 10-11, "And he said to them, 

“Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. And 

if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you 

leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 

He's got these two different reactions. 'Hey, you're going to go to some 

people's houses, tell them about the Messiah, and they're going to rejoice 

and feed you. It will be a feast, it will be amazing; they're going to get new 

life because of the message you gave them. There are going to be other 

places you go that when you open up the door of the gospel, there will be 

rejection. They are going to hate your message. They're not going to 

listen. They're going to shut you out, so you’ve got to be prepared for both 

of those things.' He's preparing these disciples for opposition, for rejection. 

Remember, we find the story right now in between Jesus' own rejection 

and John the Baptist's execution. The territory comes with a little bit of 

opposition, sometimes, great opposition. Why is Jesus bringing this up that 

some people might reject you? It is because He wants them to know that is 

part of the deal. People rejected Jesus. I think most of us would say about 

that co-worker, friend, or family member who is really hard towards the 

gospel that if somehow Jesus could come down from Heaven and have a 

conversation with them, they would be won over. If Jesus could just come 

to supper or lunch, they would win my friend over. But here Jesus in the 



story before this one, Jesus is promoting the gospel, He's proclaiming the 

gospel, and people are saying no to Him. He's getting rejected. John the 

Baptist got rejected. The disciples got rejected. Guess what; you and I will 

get rejected. So why is Jesus telling us that? He wants us to know that 

courage has to come with the territory.  

Just a few nights ago, we were tucking the kids in bed and we usually try 

to read a chapter of Scripture as we go to bed. We're reading Joshua 

chapter 1. I wanted to get the kids interactive and kind of wake them up a 

little bit, and I said, "Here's what I want you to do, boys. Every time I say 

the words strong and courageous, I want you to, in your manliest voice, 

say, 'Be strong.'" So we start reading, and I can barely get through chapter 

1 because almost every other sentence, my boys were yelling, "BE 

STRONG!" Because in Joshua chapter 1, five different times he says be 

strong and courageous, be strong and be very courageous. Why does he 

tell Joshua and the people that? They are going into territory with the 

mission of God and there is going to be great opposition, and they have to 

be strong and courageous. We have to remember the same thing in our 

lives. I think sometimes as parents, we try to teach our kids to be safe at 

all costs. We put their bicycle helmets on, we put their kneepads on, we 

make sure they're strapped in the car seat, we make sure the date hasn’t 

expired on their car seats, (because for some reason if it is expired it 

doesn’t work right anymore) and we make sure everything is perfect 

because we want to keep our kids safe. The goal is safety. We tell our kids 

every time they leave to be safe, don’t do that, it's dangerous, be safe, be 

safe. Then it comes to that moment where they get ready to leave and 

God calls them to go to an unsafe place, a place that might be right 

smackdab in the middle of the 10:40 window where they know that if they 

go they might not come back. How do we prepare our kids to make 

decisions, not just based on safety, but based on what God is calling you to 

do, because sometimes the mission of God is not safe? Sometimes it is 

very dangerous, and in those moments we can't tell our kids is just make 

sure you wear your bicycle helmet and always be safe; no, we have to say 

you're just going to have to be strong and courageous and trust in the Lord 

because His mission is more important than your safety. It's the mission of 

God. He's given us this command, this mandate, with a story after it of 



John getting his head chopped off. That should tell us we are in dangerous 

territory. We must be strong and courageous if we're going to fulfill the 

mission of God. We can only tell our kids to be safe; we've got to tell them 

to be safe, but there are moments when you're going to have to be strong 

and courageous. You're not sure what's going to happen, but you know 

what; the safest place in the world is right smackdab in the will of God. 

We've got to cultivate that because they're going to have to make some 

decisions that aren’t safe, but they're the best because they're right in tune 

with what God wants for their lives. There are two distinct things that are 

going to happen. Some are going to reject, and some are going to accept, 

and I think that’s part of the deal, but we are the ones who have to go.  

The Message 

Notice the message that they go with. Here's what it says in verse 12, "So 

they went out and proclaimed that people should repent." Their message 

door to door is you need to repent. That is the worst message for today's 

culture. Nobody that you talk to wants to repent. Everybody believes, I'm 

fine, my life's fine, I determine it, I come up with the rules, you have no 

right to say that I should do anything, there's no standard, no morality, I 

do what I want to do. Yet, the disciples, door to door, go and tell people to 

repent. Why would they tell them to repent? Because that’s what Jesus 

said and that’s what John said. They're not just knocking on the door 

saying God loves you and loves everything you do; just keep going. 

They're calling everybody to repent. Notice it doesn’t say they went and 

told the bad people to repent. They just went and told people to repent. 

That’s everybody. That’s the moral people, the immoral people, the tax 

collectors, and the Pharisees; that’s everybody needs to repent. Why? 

Because whether you're moral or immoral, you're living a story 

disconnected from God. You're living a big story in your eyes, but it's part 

of a really, really small story; it's all about you. What you need to see is 

there is a greater story; it's the Kingdom of Christ, and you need to repent 

to get into it. We go with the message of repentance, a message that’s not 

popular, but a message that we must speak to people. You’ve got to 

repent to find a way back into the kingdom.  

 



Power of God  

So what happens when they go and preach this message? Notice what 

takes place, "And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many 

who were sick and healed them." The disciples go and do what Jesus told 

them to do and guess what happens. Power happens! They have the 

power of God. Here's what I want us all to remember. Yes, Jesus calls us 

to fish, but we fish with dynamite. I love the scene in Crocodile Dundee 

where he's come from the outback to New York City. He's out in the 

Hudson Bay in his boat going fishing. He's fishing like Crocodile Dundee 

loves to fish; he pulls out dynamite, lights it, throws it out of the boat, it 

lands, and boom! All the fish float up. As soon as the boom goes, you get 

the Coast Guard, a boat, a helicopter comes, spotlight on him, "what are 

you doing? You can't do this." He says, "Well, they weren’t taking the bait! 

Here's the dynamite, and it works." It’s a funny scene and we can laugh a 

little, but in reality, we fish with dynamite. Romans proclaims the gospel is 

the power of God. We have a message that Jesus lived the perfect life you 

couldn’t, He died the death you deserved, and He rose again on the third 

day and if you repent and believe, you can have life in Him. We have that 

message; it's called the gospel. When we speak that message, we're not 

just speaking words, we're actually lighting dynamite and pitching it at 

people. Guess what; when we speak the words, God can do amazing 

things with the gospel.  

Just this Monday as a team, we were all gathered together and we were 

praying and reflecting on the past couple of weeks of ministry. We were 

naming person after person in this congregation, you guys, who have been 

sharing the gospel, leading people to Christ, and those people went out, 

shared the gospel, and led people to Christ. We've seen baptism, 

discipleship, and disciple making. You guys have been sharing the gospel 

and people are coming to Christ. You’ve been lighting dynamite and we've 

seen the power of God work in the midst of this body, and we were just 

stepping back saying this is nothing of us. This is all of God. I just want 

you to feel and see that. The Lord is at work. The Lord is mighty to save. 

Will you light a match on the stick of dynamite and just toss it to 



somebody? Will you speak the gospel to them that can absolutely change 

their entire life? That’s what God calls us to do. Know we go in power.  

Jesus Name Proclaimed 

We actually fish with dynamite. I want you to notice what happens. As 

they go, the name of Jesus becomes known all throughout the region. 

Even the king hears about it, King Herod hears about Jesus through all the 

stuff that they're doing. Here's what we read in the text, "King Herod heard 

of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has 

been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at 

work in him.” But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a 

prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he 

said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” People were hearing 

about Jesus, probably rational people, but they're making the most 

irrational conclusions. 'Oh, this is probably not Jesus. It's probably that guy 

I beheaded raised from the dead.' Yeah, that makes more sense, right, 

than just the gospel. When you share the gospel with people, some of the 

most rational thinking people say the most irrational, implausible things. 

It's always happened. It's always come with the territory. People are going 

to say the craziest things; you’ve just got to stick to proclaiming Jesus to 

them. 

Promoting the Gospel  

But notice the disciples were making the name of Jesus known. I just want 

to ask the question as a church and as individuals. Are we making the 

name of Jesus known in the places we go? The disciples were and it was 

making a difference. I want you to see how John was doing it because I 

think John was promoting the gospel through character and conviction. 

Here's what we see in verses 17-20, "For it was Herod who had sent and 

seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 

Philip's wife, because he had married her. For John had been saying to 

Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” And Herodias 

had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could 

not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, 

and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and 



yet he heard him gladly." Notice a couple of things about John. John was a 

man of character. He was righteous and holy. Even the king, who is not 

following God, could see John is at least living out what he's telling him 

about. He is faithful to the mission. He's faithful to Christ. He's holy and 

righteous, but he's not only with character, he's always leading with 

conviction. John has the courage to speak to the king, 'you can't do what 

you're doing. Your wife is actually your brother's wife. She's your sister-in-

law. You should not have her as your wife. You can't do that. When it 

comes to marriage, God has an order and an arrangement for it. When it 

comes to sexuality, God has boundaries and you are outside those 

boundaries. I, through conviction and courage, are able to tell you about 

those.'  

We live in a culture that says those things are off limits. There are not 

boundaries to marriage or sexuality, so we dare not speak up, but that’s 

exactly what John was doing. He was speaking up to people who were 

arranging their lives not according to what God's best is. I want you to see 

how he did it. It wasn’t with judgment or hypocrisy, it was with what Dr. 

Moore calls convictional kindness. I love this term, convictional kindness. 

How do we know that John was using convictional kindness? Notice what it 

says about Herold. It says he was greatly perplexed at the message John 

was bringing. He did not like what John had to say. He did not like the 

message that he was in an improper relationship with his sister-in-law. He 

wanted everybody to forget it, follow his own heart, and do whatever he 

wanted. He did not like the message; he was convicted by it. But notice 

what it says, "…he heard him gladly." He didn’t necessarily like the 

message, but he loved John and he wanted to hear more about what John 

had to say. How is that possible? I think John had both conviction and 

kindness. What we need as the people of God is a lot more kindness to go 

along with our conviction. We're quick to speak up out against things, but 

we're slow to love people and be for people and honor all and love people 

well. John was a guy that actually loved Herod. He wanted the best for 

Herod, so through conviction, he spoke truth, but he spoke it in love. He 

wanted Herod to see the truth. He loved him. If we're going to carry out 

the mission of God in our culture, we have to speak truth, but it has to be 

filled with a whole lot of kindness. We have to wrap all the things we say in 



kindness and love and respect, that every person has dignity and worth in 

the eyes of God. They are all image bearers of God, no matter how their 

lifestyle might be led; we love them with kindness. It's through convictional 

kindness that John got the ear of Herod, and Herod would hear him over 

and over again. Herod was a little bit receiving; he wanted to hear a little 

bit more.  

But there was another, Herod's wife, who wanted nothing to do with John. 

We see the end of John's story. I'll just recap it. Herold throws this big 

party and Herodias' daughter goes in, which Herod is married to Herodias. 

Herodias' daughter comes in and dances for Herod and all of the men. 

Herod is so overwhelmed that he decides he was going to give her up to 

half of his kingdom, whatever she wants he will give. The daughter talks to 

Herodias and she said what I want is John the Baptist head on a platter. So 

Herod reluctantly has an executioner go into John's cell, decapitates him, 

and brings John's head on a silver platter out to the party. Imagine if you 

are at that party. What are you thinking at this moment? Here's a man's 

head on a platter. Obviously, this guy is wrong and everybody else is right. 

It's obvious. It appears that way. It's just strange. Why would, at this 

point, Mark enter into the story of John getting his head chopped off? Why 

would he bring up John's execution in this moment of sending the disciples 

out? This should be a happy moment, and he brings in this story. It's 

amazing how much ink Mark uses about this story. He used four verses 

about Mark's life and ministry, and now he's using paragraph after 

paragraph to tell about his death and execution. Why is that? If you notice 

the last lines in our text is verse 29, and it says, "When his disciples heard 

of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb." The last thing we 

hear about John…his head is on a platter, his body is in a tomb. That’s 

what you get for fulfilling the mission of God. It doesn’t sound great, right. 

Why would Mark insert that? Why would he put that? I think because he's 

wanting us to back up and as we read through the gospel of Mark, that 

tomb language, he wants us to think about another tomb. There are 

striking parallels between John the Baptist' death and Jesus' death. Tom 

Constable pulls out a few of them. He mentions Herod doesn't want to kill 

John. Pilot doesn’t want to kill Jesus, but they're kind of forced to do it. 

Both John and Jesus were righteous and holy men who didn’t deserve to 



die, but they died. Both John and Jesus were laid into a tomb by their own 

disciples.  

Why is he bringing John's tomb and Jesus' tomb together? I think he wants 

us to see that John's tomb is not the end of John's story. Yes, John's body 

is laying in a tomb without a head, but Mark wants us to remember there is 

another tomb that has no body. In that tomb, the body that lay rose from 

the dead, victory over the grave. The empty tomb of Jesus vindicates and 

validates the occupied tomb of John the Baptist. What is Mark trying to 

say? The worst thing that could happen to us in fulfilling the mission of 

God is to get our head chopped off and for a body to be laid in a tomb. But 

the tomb is not the end of our story because in our tomb, we don’t lay 

there; we have been raised with Christ. The worst thing that could happen 

to us, as Piper says, is the best thing that could ever happen to us. That’s 

what comes with the mission of God, that John's tomb, though he's in 

there, his tomb is empty. As we see that the worst thing that might could 

happen to us would be a tomb, but the tomb we go into is an empty tomb. 

We don’t lie there because Jesus has been risen from the dead and we 

don’t stay in the grave; we raise with Him to new life. That’s the good 

news of the glorious gospel. It's a gospel that we have been commissioned 

to go, promote, proclaim, and yes, it is a gospel that comes on rye bread. 

It is a mission that comes with unfavorable territory. It comes in rejection 

and it comes in execution, and right in the middle, Jesus says go. Go 

therefore. Go. The worst thing that can happen to you is that you find 

yourself laying in a tomb that is empty because you are with Me forever.  

The reality is we're going to keep going back to Culver's and part of the 

reason is because my wife loves Culver's. She had a bad experience, but I 

guarantee you she will be back and I guarantee you the one thing she will 

not order is the melt. The melt is banished from our ordering because 

when it comes to the menu, Katie has a lot of options. I have a lot of 

options. There are a lot of different things to choose. We can chose a bun 

that satisfies us, that makes our wants and our dreams come true. We can 

have whatever we want, but Mark wants to remind us that the mission of 

God comes on rye bread and it's just part of the deal. You can't take it off. 

You can't get rid of the rejection. You can't get rid of the possible 



execution. It's part of the mission of God. So why in the world would we, 

as people, go out and share the gospel if we know what could come our 

way? It's because in the middle of that rye bread, the meat of following 

God into His mission and seeing people cross over from death to life. The 

meat is so great that it outweighs the bread. It outweighs the rejection, it 

outweighs the hardship, it outweighs the look you might get at work 

tomorrow. The gospel and going and sharing it is better than whatever 

comes our way. Yes, the mission of God comes with opposition. You can't 

get around it. It's part of the deal. Jesus doesn’t back down from that. 

Mark puts it plainly for us to have, but in Jesus' words, He says 'all 

authority has been given to Me. Go therefore and make disciples.' Let Him 

worry about the rejection or the possible fallout. What we do is go as sent 

ones and proclaim the gospel to those we know. I know we all believe that. 

We would all raise our hands and say we should do that. The question is 

will any of us value that this week. How do you know if you value it? You 

will try, in little ways and in big ways to promote the gospel with your life 

and with your words because you believe the mission of God is what you 

want to give your life for.  

 


