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Open your bibles to the book of Amos. We’re going to begin a new series this 

morning that will last a couple of months.  We’re going to look at the big picture 

of the Book of Amos.  Verses 1 & 2 from the book of Amos.  I came in late but I 

don’t know how you did it earlier, but on the last song, there was some 

worshipping going on.  I just pray when we get together, we realize how 

important it is to not let the time pass but to truly engage the presence of the 

Lord.  Recognize his Presence and truly give him what he deserves and that’s our 

worship.  Worship done in spirit and in truth.  Amos 1:1-2 says this:  

1 The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel 

in the days of Uzziah king of Judah and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, 

two years before the earthquake. 

Judgment on Israel's Neighbors 

2 And he said: 

“The LORD roars from Zion 

    and utters his voice from Jerusalem; 

the pastures of the shepherds mourn, 

    and the top of Carmel withers.” 

This phrase can also mean during the 2 years before the earthquake.  

 

I don’t know if you have associations with scripture, there’s just some things you 

read in scripture and sometimes you get a picture. I just got to tell you what I 

always remember when I read Amos.  When I was in high school, I was a member 

of the Calloway County speech team.  And I did story telling. I told Jerry Clower 

stories.  I don’t know if you know Jerry Clower, Jerry told his story and he told a 

lot of stories about things that happened in his family.  And whenever I read the 

book of Amos, I can’t help but always remember what he told about one of his 

cousins, Eugene Ledbetter.  Eugene went to his first picture show.  He had finally 

saved enough money to be able to go and he went to the picture show and he 



was so excited about going because he was going to see the movie Tarzan.  The 

day finally came, he got to the picture house, he got him a Coke, some popcorn, 

he sat down in his seat and about the time he sat down, the company carrying the 

Tarzan show had a big ole roaring Lion that would roar before the picture show 

was to start.  Eugene was startled! All of a sudden, the curtain comes back and 

the lion begins to ROAR!!!  Eugene just lost it!  He got so excited, so into it , that 

he just jumped up, and when he did, his popcorn and Coke went flying out of his 

lap and Eugene said, “ROAR! ROAR! ROAR! You cotton-pickin’ lion! Tarzan will be 

out there to get you in a moment!”  

Amos is about a lion’s roar.  But what do you do if you don’t have a Tarzan?  What 

do you do if the lion who is roaring is not an actual lion, but it’s God?  We’re going 

to call this series Roaring Justice. This morning, just to get familiar with this book, 

I’d like for you to meet the author of this book.  And maybe share just a little bit 

of the background of this book with you.  You know at Hardin, especially since I 

have been pastor here for 30 years, we’ve spent the vast majority of our time in 

the New Testament.  We don’t always look at the Old Testament.  Matter of fact, 

if you go through our sermon series, you would see that we favor the New over 

the Old.  But in our praying this summer, we just sensed from the Lord, hopefully, 

that the timing of Amos is critical for what you and I are facing today as a church.  

Living where we’re living. I want to say something I believe.  So many people, 

when the read the Old Testament and they read about Israel and the prophets 

and because Israel was a nation, many Christians have this temptation to 

interpret the prophets to be a letter to the nation of Israel and its application 

today is to the nation of America.  I don’t believe that is true.  While there are 

things from the prophets we need to listen to, as a nation, please remember this; 

when the prophet was speaking to the nation of Israel, the nation of Israel was 

God’s covenant people.  He had a covenant relationship with them.  According to 

Amos, the only nation God had a covenant relationship with in the OT was Israel, 

the northern and the southern kingdom.  I don’t want to hurt your feelings, but 

there is no evidence anywhere that God has ever entered into a covenant 

relationship with the people of the United States of America.  We’ve been blessed 

with a foundation that we believe was built on the premise of Christianity and we 

have had some godly leaders and therefore, we’ve been blessed as nation 

because of practicing Christian principles.  But God doesn’t have a covenant with 



the USA.  God does have a covenant with the church of Jesus Christ in the USA, 

and Mexico, and Brazil, and Canada, and on and on and on.  So, the application of 

the message of Amos is not going to be to America, but it’s going to be to us, the 

church in America.  I just need you to get ready.   

The name Amos literally means to carry a burden, to carry a load, to carry a 

weight.  Some scholars believe that this means he might have had a physical 

deformity that he wrestled with and that’s why his parents gave him this name.  

Others believe that the weight that he carried was the sin that God has burned in 

his heart that he must prophecy against in the Northern Kingdom.  The Bible 

immediately identifies him as one of the shepherds of Tekoa.  The word Tekoa 

literally means to pitch a tent. Tekoa is 12 miles south of Jerusalem.  Near 

Bethlehem, but further south. It’s 2500 miles above sea level and if you look east 

from Tekoa, you’re looking out over the Jordan river where it flows into the dead 

sea toward Messiah. The dead sea is some 1300 feet below sea level so you ‘re 

looking down almost 4000 feet.  You’ve heard of the wilderness of Judea; this is it.  

It’s barren.  That 4000 slope is so steep that when the rains do come, it floods the 

valley and he’s a shepherd.  This word shepherd is not the ordinary word for 

shepherd.  It’s a word that’s used that literally means to raise a dwarf sized sheep 

that was profitable for its wool and meat and liver and it was highly prized and 

used in the temple sacrifice.  This word is only used one other place in the Bible 

and it talks about Mesha who is the King of Moab and he’s actually going to 

deliver 100,000 lambs and 100,000 rams.  Can you imagine someone having the 

capacity to offer 100,000 lambs and rams at one time?  This word that’s used here 

is translated in our English Bibles as a sheep breeder, not a shepherd.  I’m telling 

you all that to say this, when you think of Amos, there’s a good chance he raised a 

special breed of sheep that he owned himself but he was a small sheep farmer.  

He didn’t have a shepherd who watched over his flock for him, he watched over 

them himself.  In the 7th chapter, he’s going to tell us when he meets Amaziah 

that he was not only a shepherd, but he was a herdsman.  Biblical scholars tell me 

that this word literally comes from a word that means cattle.  I’ve studied Amos a 

lot of years and never figured that out.  I always thought he was just a shepherd.  

It was possible that he was not only raising small animals, but large animals as 

well.  Cattle.  We know that they were raised in this area as well. He was a pincher 

of sycamore fruit. He was a fruit farmer.  Hard to make a living on livestock by 



itself, so he had a sycamore orchard and there was time when the figs would start 

to ripen and what you had to do is go in and pinch open the bud and there was  a 

little insect inside the bud and you allowed that insect to come out and as it ran 

out, you killed it.  When I was at Mid-Continent, y professor of the Old Testament 

studied in Israel for a while. He said one time he was eating a fig, and when he bit 

into it, ewww, it was bitter.  And when he pulled his mouth off of the fig, he said 

an insect ran out.  I don’t know why nature works this way, but if that insect is 

allowed to stay in the sycamore fruit, it’ll turn bitter.  So, the farmer had to go in 

at a key time and pinch the sycamore fruit and let that insect out in order for the 

fruit to mature the way it should.   

 

Have you ever noticed that God, in his calling of people, God in his using of 

people, many times in Israel’s life, used shepherds; used people from the land.  I 

don’t know if in God’s economy that he just believes when a man or a family is 

out in the open and they’re tending to his creation, that there’s just lessons that 

they learn that can be used to speak and teach people.  I mean in the early 

patriarch, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob…they were shepherds.  Remember when 

God called Moses?  Where was he?  He was on the backside of the desert tending 

to the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro.  Does anyone remember the calling of 

David to be King?  The priest shows up at the house of Jesse and tells him that 

one of his sons is going to be king and wow...he presents the oldest one, the good 

looking, nice one.  He says God doesn’t look on the outside, but on the inside and 

he was rejected.  Then the next one was rejected, and the next one was 

rejected…and finally he asked is this all you’ve got? No, there’s a ruddy one out in 

the field tending the sheep. They went and got David, a man after God’s own 

heart.  Who where the first ones to appear at the birth of Christ? Shepherds.  Do 

you think it’s strange that Jesus would compare himself to a good shepherd? That 

Peter would call him the Chief Shepherd? We have a problem in Northern Israel 

and it’s not out in the country, but in the city.  Instead of God raising up a city 

dude, he goes out into the country and he gets a farmer.  Matter of fact, the only 

reason Amos is doing what he’s doing is because he has a call from God on his life 

as a farmer.  Here’s what he’s got to do, he’s got to go from the south to the 

north.  In 731BC there was a civil war in Israel and the two sons of Solomon 

divided the kingdom to the north and south.  Jeroboam got the two tribes in the 



south and Rehoboam got the two tribes in the north.  And the kingdom is now 

divided.  Watch this; Amos is from Tekoa from the south, but he has to cross the 

border into the Northern Kingdom.  When God called me, I was in the south, 

Calloway county, and God called me to go up north to Marshall county.  Here he 

goes…when he gets up there, he’s going to meet a priest of Bethel.  When 

Rehoboam took the 10 tribes of the north, where was the place of worship?  

Jerusalem.  He had a problem.  Two or three times a year the people in his 

country would want to go worship and they’d go to Jerusalem. You can’t build a 

strong country if all your people religiously are going somewhere else to worship.  

Rehoboam set up Dan in the north and Bethel in the south to be the worship 

centers. They didn’t have a temple but he set up a calf, a golden calf for them to 

worship.   

 

Amos is in the north preaching and here’s what he is going to say to Amaziah.  

Amaziah is going to tell Amos that he needs to go back home and preach for 

money.  He calls him a seer.  In the biblical world, many of the prophets got 

together and had a union, a prophetic yield. When you decided to take up 

prophecy as your profession, they kind of had a rate for their services.  If you 

come to a prophet and you lost your mule and you wanted your prophet to ask 

God where the mule was, it would cost you a certain price.  When your teenage 

sons had run away, it cost a little more to find them. Prophets, at this time, had a 

reputation for preaching for money.  Amos says I know prophet means I wasn’t 

educated in a prophetic guild; my dad wasn’t a prophet.  I was a herdsman 

following the flock when God took me and said go prophecy to my people, Israel. 

It’s amazing to me how God works.  Amos is out here in the desert, tending to the 

flock, to his trees, making a living, minding his own business, probably when he 

goes into the Northern Kingdom and he trades, he sees some things that bother 

him.  Then he goes back home and God took him.  This word took is the Hebrew 

word laqach.  It’s one of the strongest words in the Hebrew language.  It means to 

have a death grip.  I don’t know what it is about what it is about being gotten 

‘right there’…whoa.  You’re saying Uncle.  That’s what this word means.  This 

word laqach was used in the funeral services of Israel.  When an Israelite person 

died, they were concerned with how many people would attend their funeral.  

Most of us think about our will, the casket, who will preach our sermon, but do 



any of you ever think about will there be anyone there?  The rich would actually 

pay people to come to their funeral and mourn.  There was actually a group of 

people who made their living going to funerals day after day and mourning for 

people. When the service was over and they got ready to take the body to the 

cemetery, these people would line the streets and as soon as they saw the casket, 

laqach, laqach!!!  They would yell it out!  You would have thought the king of 

Israel had died. These people’s lives were falling apart because this man had died, 

when in reality they were just being paid.  This word came to be associated with 

the grip of death, the pain of death.  Do you get it?  Amos says I’d still be in the 

south, tending my sheep, tending to my tree, checking on my cattle, but God put 

His hand of death on me and said to me Go prophecy! That’s the kind of man 

we’re going to be listening to.  A man whose compulsion to do what he did comes 

from a call of God.  We Baptists are kind of the same way.  I don’t know if you 

have ever been to an ordination service of a Baptist pastor or missionary, but you 

have to give a testimony about having a call from God.  If you don’t have that 

testimony, you won’t get ordained in a Baptist church.  We don’t want a man 

leading our church, teaching us the Word of God, if he wants to do it.  We want 

him doing that because God wants him to do it.  If he can do something else, we 

want him to go do something else.  We only want the ones who are called.  We 

don’t want them preaching for money.  We want them preaching because of God. 

That’s the kind of man we’re getting ready to listen to.  The words which he 

saw…whoa.  I read words, I hear words, but he sees words.  In other words, what 

he’s going to preach about, he’s had a vision from God. Not a dream while he was 

asleep, but a vision while he was awake.  And he’s going to prophesy during the 

reign of Uzziah, King of Judah and Rehoboam, King of Israel, son of Joaz.  Two 

years before or the two years during the great earthquake. You remember Uzziah, 

right?  He reigned 783-742 BC. Rehoboam reigned at the same time from 786-

746BC in the Northern Kingdom.  And then it was two years before or during the 

earthquake.  Do you remember Zechariah 14:5?  He says when Uzziah was king, 

there was an earthquake.  He uses that earthquake to talk about the big 

earthquake that will happen when Jesus comes back.  Do you remember 

Josephus? The early historian in the 1st century?  In 2 Chronicles, the bible says 

Uzziah did what only a priest could do as a king, he went into the temple and he 

offered incense.  He became leprous.  Josephus said the earthquake that 

happened during those days, happened at the very instant Uzziah went into the 



temple and offered incense.  This earthquake was so great and it was so 

devastating that they used it to mark time.  We kind of do that in America, do we 

not?  We remember natural calamities.  I still sometimes talk about the time 

when the tornado ripped through the trailer park where my sister and brother-in- 

law lived.  I’ll say, was that before the tornado or after it?  I still hear people talk 

about the big tornado that went through Marshall county.  I know people who 

still measure things when JFK was assassinated.  We do a lot of talking about 

before 9/11 and after 9/11.  Let me tell you what this time was like.  You have to 

see this to understand the book.  If we put the description that it’s going to 

happen in this book in the time frame of these two kings, here’s what we know; it 

was toward the end of their reigns.  Probably between 750-760 BC, probably 

more like 760 BC.  Here’s what Amos is going to tell us; the people were 

prosperous, they were pious and they were petty.  It was a time of economic 

prosperity.  It was a time of religious hypocrisy. And of moral bankruptcy.  We 

know that happened around 760 BC during the reign of Uzziah and Rehoboam.  

This country knows better than any country on the face of the planet that what’s 

happening to us and other countries affects our life here. If 9/11 never happened 

and we hadn’t of got in Afghanistan & Iraq, our life would be different. That’s 

always been the case.  Israel in the north always struggled because the super 

power in the North was Assyria.  Right before Rehoboam became king of Israel, 

Assyria crushed Syria.  They were getting reading to march into Israel when they 

had a problem at home and they had to go back home.  Shimonezer III died and 

then the kings who followed him were weak, and while they were weak, 

Jeroboam suddenly came to the thrown and with no threat to the north, he 

expanded the northern border as far as it had ever been.  In the South in Egypt, 

they were weak now too. Judah didn’t have an enemy in the south.  Judah and 

Israel, despite their civil war, made a pact together and if you ever look on a map 

at Israel, it forms a land bridge and if you’re going to travel north to south, south 

to north, you have to go through Israel.  Those two kings made a pact together 

and they controlled the trading rules. Everyone who comes through Israel sees 

that they are prosperous.   

 

It reminds me of Aurora.  If you’ve moved into Marshall County in the last 20 

years, you don’t know Aurora like I know Aurora.  There was a time when it was 



the Las Vegas of the East.  If you lived in Aurora, you didn’t’ think about going to 

Murray or Benton or Hardin…you name it, we had it in Aurora.  I remember when 

you could pass through and every hotel would say no vacancy.  You’d have to wait 

two hours just to play miniature golf.  Do you know why Aurora flourished when I 

was a kid?  It wasn’t because of the great businesses, it was because if you went 

form Nashville to St. Louis, guess where you had to pass through? Aurora.  Then, 

something happened. They got ready to build Interstate 24, and Murray didn’t 

want it…Marshall County didn’t want it either.  But a guy in Trigg County, a guy 

named Broadbent said, “Bring it on.”  They brought it right through Trigg and 

Christian counties and Aurora has never been the same.   

Everybody is coming through Israel, so they were prosperous.  They couldn’t wait 

for Saturday to get over so they could go trade grain again.  Long before the 

Chicago mercantile traded grain, Israel traded grain and they were making so 

much money, they were sitting in church waiting for it to be over so they could 

get back to trading.  They had winter homes and they had summer homes.  Can 

you imagine that?  Living in a place that is so prosperous you could have two 

homes? They had couches of ivory.  When they sat down to eat, they ate vail and 

mutton.  And when their ladies got ready to drink their wine, they used a bowl.  

At home, each one of them had an orchestra that played while they ate their 

meals.  This was the best of times.  Guess what? They were going to church; they 

were pious too.  They’d go to church.  They loved it.  Instead of tithing once a 

week, they had so much income, they were going to church and tithing every 

three days.  When they would put the offerings on the altar, priest would have to 

say, quit bringing animals! We can’t slaughter them all.  They loved to sing. But 

here’s this Amos who’s been out in the desert long enough to see a mirage and he 

saw one.  On the outside, you look good, but on the inside, God’s not pleased.  

Because they were pious.  Amos is going to be about God just couldn’t stomach 

his people being so prosperous that they used their prosperity on themselves and 

they were making their money off of the poor.  It’s a shame when a state, to fund 

education, has to do it on the back of the poor in the form of a lottery.  Have you 

ever looked at the percentage of the state money to the lottery?  It doesn’t come 

from those who have money.  It comes from those who don’t.  A poor person 

went into court and didn’t have a chance.  A rich man would take everything he 

had.  Sell him out for a price of shoes.  Could you imagine ever living in a country 



where people actually thought the court matter might not be settled not on the 

facts, but on who had better representation?  I couldn’t imagine living in a 

country like that.  So, God’s getting ready to roar and when he roars, Amos said 

he has to speak, but warns them that if he has to speak, they should be afraid.  

He’s roaring from Zion, from Jerusalem.  When he roars, the meadows or the 

pastures, of the shepherds dry up and the top of Carmel withers.  Up there on the 

top of the mountains, they didn’t call them pastures, they called them meadows.  

It looks like it should get hotter the higher you get because the higher you get, the 

closer you are to the sun, but it doesn’t.  It gets cooler. The best fertile, farming 

ground in all of Israel was the ridge called Mount Carmel, about 12.5. miles long.  

When the Lord roars, you see his breath going out.  The best land in the nation 

can’t take it and they’re turning brown and withering.  What’s going t happen in 

the regular fields?  What’s going to happen in the poor fields?  Last year, during 

the drought, we knew we were in trouble when we heard the farmers who 

farmed the Clarks River Bottoms start talking about 30, 40, and 50 bushels of 

corn. When those guys started saying that, those of us who have ridges, we knew 

to leave the combine in the shed because we weren’t getting nothing on the 

ridge.  The last place of drought would affect Israel was Mount Carmel.   

 

God’s really ticked at his covenant people, Israel.  I think sometimes we think 

because our sin has been forgiven, that God doesn’t get ticked from time to time.  

God is angry and he is going to punish Israel because of what they are doing 

Saturday in worship isn’t affecting them Monday-Sunday.  I believe God could be 

concerned about the church in this country.  Does today, first day of the week, 

day of worship, and your relationship with Jesus, does it affect you in how you do 

business tomorrow and the rest of the week? This nation will never be the nation 

it needs to be until the church in this nation becomes the church it needs to be.  

There’s a sense in which we might not ought to look at Washington D.C. as hard 

as we do.  We might ought to look at ourselves a littler harder as we study the 

book of Amos.  Right now, would you make a commitment to read through the 

book of Amos?  Next week, we will see Amos preach against the sin of the 

nations. 


