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This morning if you have your Bibles, open to Mark chapter 4 as we 

continue our sermon series on the iChurch. This will be our last sermon in 

this short series concerning the relationship you and I have as individual 

baptized believers to the larger body of Christ. We gave you from 

Scripture, a picture of the Church. And then we began to look at the 5 

purposes of the Church, traditionally called fellowship, discipleship, 

worship, service/ministry, and evangelism. But because the church at 

Hardin ministers in the year 2011, in a post-modern society, we are 

referring to them a little bit differently. We’re referring to them as 

iConnect, iGrow, iPraise, iCare, and lastly iMultiply. Last Sunday we shared 

the introduction to this sermon iMultiply, and in that sermon we tried 

simply to share the simplicity of evangelism. Because of the 2 accounts we 

used last week, someone has said evangelism is literally one beggar telling 

another beggar where he found bread; I like that. We don’t want to 

complicate evangelism, so this morning we want to share one more 

Scripture story, that in my heart illustrates the simplicity of evangelism, as 

it reveals to us the nature and the necessity of evangelism. We find this 

story in Mark chapter 4, a familiar passage of Scripture called the parable 

of the soils. If you have your Bibles, open with me to Mark chapter 4 

beginning with verse 1. We’re going to read through verse 9, but I think 

you realize that after Jesus shared this parable, the disciples didn’t get it. 

They didn’t understand why He was speaking to them in parables so they 

asked the question why. He gave an answer and then He went on to 

interpret the parable for them. Man, it would have been awesome if the 

disciples would have asked Him to interpret all of the parables, amen, but 

we’re only going to read through the 1st 9 verses. Look at Mark chapter 4, 



“Again He began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered 

about Him, so that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the 

whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. And He was teaching them 

many things in parables, and in His teaching He said to them: Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, 

and the birds came and devoured it. Other seed fell on rocky ground, 

where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had 

no depth of soil. And when the sun rose it was scorched, and since it had 

no root, it withered away. Other seed fell among the thorns, and the 

thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other seeds fell 

into the good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and 

yielding (listen to this) 30 fold, 60 fold, 100 fold, and He said, he who has 

ears to hear, let him hear”.  

Last week we introduced you to a principle that’s seen throughout 

Scripture when it comes to evangelism, and that’s the law of multiplication. 

We saw 4 beggars who found a camp full of bread and realized they 

weren’t doing good to stay there and feast when there were others who 

were in the same situation they were in. So the 4 beggars left the Syrian 

camp and went back to the city of Samaria, and the next thing you know 

we find the law of multiplication, a whole city feasting on found bread. In 

John chapter 4, a lady drinks of a water source that springs up into 

everlasting life, and immediately she leaves her water pot, and the one 

becomes a whole village, coming to check out who Jesus Christ is. In 

evangelism, we see far more than the principle of addition, we see the 

principle of multiplication. As I was driving to church this morning (I have 

the privilege of driving through the Dexter bottoms); now there are a 

couple of little bottoms before you come to the main bottoms, and you 

need to understand that on the east side of Calloway County in the 

northeast section of Calloway County, probably the most fertile land is in 

the Clark’s River bottoms. I have several friends who farm in those 

bottoms, so I knew they would not mind if I stopped my truck this morning 

and chose an ear of corn by way of illustration. This ear of corn symbolizes 



the law of multiplication. I don’t know if you know it or not, but a farmer 

can generally estimate what his yield is going to be by going into the field 

and choosing several ears of corn similar to this one. He can take a tape 

measure, and if he’s planted his rows on 30 inches, he’ll measure off 17 ½ 

feet and count how many plants he has. Once an average ear has been 

chosen, the farmer will begin to count the rings around the ear. Now while 

I was driving to church, I counted the rows of kernels in this ear, and there 

happened to be 16. Now I didn’t do this, but if I had been in the field, I 

would have pulled out my calculator, my iPhone (it’s the reason I have an 

iPhone) and I would have put in 16 and then I would hit the times button. 

Then I would have started, I wouldn’t count these little kernels at the 

bottom or the little kernels at the top, but when they become consistent, I 

would begin to count. I just happened to already have counted this ear of 

corn, all kernels while I was crossing the Dexter bottoms; 32 kernels in 

each row. So if on my calculator, I take 16 and multiply that times 32 I get 

512. Now think about this, this ear of corn came from 1 kernel of corn 

planted in the soil, and it reproduced itself this year in a small bottom, in 

Dexter KY, 512 more times…wow. Now here’s what you need to 

remember, in Palestine, Jesus isn’t talking about a corn crop, He’s talking 

about grain, probably wheat. Do you know what the average yield of wheat 

was during the time of Christ? It was 8 bushels per acre. So wheat, you 

can expect an 8 times harvest, and if you were one of those farmers who 

was important enough, and blessed enough to get to tend the Jordan River 

Valley, perhaps a 10 fold harvest. Can you imagine the ear of the farmer 

when they heard Jesus talk about a piece of land that could produce 30 

fold, 60 fold, 100 fold? You see in this day and age in which most farmers 

expect to yield from between 150 to 200 bushels, we read this parable and 

we don’t think much about a 30 fold, 60 fold, 100 fold harvest, but you’ve 

got to remember in that day the average was 8 bushels. I can just hear 

those farmers saying; wow I wish I could get in on farming that kind of 

ground, amen? Well that’s exactly the opportunity God gives you and I in 

evangelism; to get in on spiritual farming with Him.  



Now what we’re going to do this morning is to very simply take this 

passage and see 3 simple things. We’re going to see the sower, we’re 

going to see the seed and we’re going to see the soil. Now for this 

morning, we’re going to begin backwards. We’re going to look at the soil 

1st, then the seed and then the sower. It’s my goal to be as simple as 

possible because in this passage you see both the nature and necessity of 

evangelism. It’s not hard, but I wouldn’t call it easy, but I would call it 

simple. Let’s look at the soil. Now you’ve got the picture here right? A 

farmer (the sower) takes seed and he begins to broadcast the seed. Now 

here’s what Jesus reminds His audience, and I think we need to be 

reminded of this in evangelism. There were 4 different reactions to the 

sowing of the seed, and the 4 different reactions are not based on the 

sower or the seed. They are based on the soil. Did you hear that? The 

reaction to the gospel is not based on you the sower, but it’s based on the 

soil that the seed falls on. Now the soil in this passage symbolizes people 

and their reaction to the gospel in the kingdom age. We are literally living 

in the kingdom age and here’s what we know; when the gospel is 

broadcast, by whatever method you use, there are 4 different reactions 

that can take place. Hear this, you the sower, are not responsible for any 

one of these responses. I think the biggest hindrance to evangelism is 

when the sower believes the result of evangelism is him, or her. You are 

not responsible for the response of the soil. So if you’re going to engage 

this culture, you’ve got to get ready for this, there are going to be different 

reactions to the gospel.  

The 1st reaction according to Jesus is this; there’s going to be hard soil 

people. Now in verse 15 He begins to tell us about the different reactions 

to the gospel. And when we look at the gospel here’s what we discover. 

One of the reactions is that the gospel’s going to be broadcast and it’s 

going to fall upon a person who’s just like hard soil. Now hard soil is where 

the farmers and the villagers walked between pieces of property. Did you 

know if you were to go to England this day, and you were to go into the 

countryside, the farmers in England still leave pathways so people in the 



villages can walk through the countryside, and that place where they do 

not cultivate is as hard as concrete.  So the farmer now, he didn’t farm like 

we farm today, where a farmer goes and tills the soil and then sows the 

seed. In the biblical day, the farmer sowed the seed and then tilled the 

soil. So when he broadcast the seed, some of his seed was going to fall 

where the villagers walk and where that seed fell, as soon as it fell the 

birds of the air came and devoured it. In other words, the seed never had 

time to get lodged into the soil. The soil was so hard, it couldn’t receive the 

seed, and the seed just sat there and wow, the birds came and plucked it 

away. I promise you, when you engage culture; you’re going to run into 

people whose heart is so hard that when you share the gospel, you’re 

going to believe it fell on deaf ears. It’s almost as if every word of the 

gospel that you proclaim is immediately being snatched away by Satan, 

according to Jesus in His interpretation of this passage. That’s not your 

fault. Did you hear me? I remember one time when Celisa and Ron and I 

were out sharing the gospel and we went into this home; we knocked on 

the door; we were invited in and everything was going great until Bro Ricky 

asked this question. “Have you ever come to a place in your life to know 

for certain you have eternal life, and when you die you’ll go to Heaven”? 

Just as soon as I said those words, the man who had been very nice up 

until this point, said to me: “Do you know the door you came in”? I kind of 

thought it was a strange question, but I said yes. Immediately when I said 

yes he said, “Hit it”. Ron and Celisa hit it; I tried to do damage control. But 

I’m telling you at that moment it seemed as if that man was hard soil! 

There are those kinds of people in our community, who at the time we 

share the gospel may seem hard.  

2ndly, there’s another soil type and that’s stony soil. Now you’ve got to 

remember this, this is not referring to creek bottom soil, where there’s a 

little gravel in the soil. No, Palestinian farmers, they removed stones out of 

their field because farming was the primary occupation of that day. If you 

didn’t get a good crop, your family didn’t eat. So you have to understand 

that the rocks of all sizes have been taken out of the Palestinian soil. What 



this is referring to is, in Palestine underneath most soil on the hillside is a 

layer of limestone. The soil during Jesus day was actually just about 2 to 3 

inches deep. Can you imagine what would happen when those seed would 

be sown and then immediately it would sprout and then it would burst 

forth? As a matter of fact, seed sown in that kind of soil warms up quicker, 

does it not? And it actually puts forth a sprout before other soil does, and 

so all of a sudden everything’s looking good; the farmer’s got high hopes. 

Then the weather changes and the sun begins to beat down, and the next 

thing you know, that life dies, it scorches, it withers away…why? It’s 

because there was no capacity for roots. When Jesus interpreted this 

passage, here’s what He’s going to tell us. If you engage culture, you’ll not 

only run across people who are hard soil (and you’ll immediately know 

that), you’re going to run across people that when you share the gospel, 

it’s going to seem as if they’ve received the gospel. And immediately it’s 

going to look like there’s a change in their life, there’s going to be joy in 

their life, they’re going to join themselves to the body of Christ, they’re 

going to get baptized, everything’s going to look great and then all of a 

sudden the sun comes out. Their circumstances change, tribulation comes, 

or persecution comes. In other words, something happens to them that’s 

unthinkable and God’s not who they thought He was, and the Christian life 

isn’t what they thought it was, and then next thing you know they’re gone, 

and you never see them again. Do you know those kinds of people? Do 

you know who we normally blame for them withering away? We blame the 

Church, amen? And many churches live with a guilt trip of how we’ve failed 

people. When in all reality, the Bible teaches that the reason they withered 

away wasn’t because somebody wasn’t there to hold their hand. The 

reason they withered away was there was no capacity for roots in their life! 

Are you listening to me? That’s not your fault; it’s not your fault. The 

problem lies within the soil.  

Then there’s a 3rd type of soil. Now this type of soil is called thorny soil by 

Jesus. Now you have to realize the farmer sows the seed and then he tills 

the soil and when he tills the soil, at 1st he doesn’t know there are thorns in 



the soil. So as he turns the soil and the seed germinates it too begins to 

sprout up and grown. But at the same time it sprouts, immediately you 

know there are thorns in the soil and the next thing you know the thorns 

begin to compete with the plant for moisture. The next thing you know, 

the thorns take the plant. Guess what happens to the plant? It withers too; 

never bears fruit. Now when Jesus interprets this (watch this); see in a 

thorny soil, He talks about how when bad things happen to people who’ve 

made a profession of faith, if the profession of faith’s not real, they’ll wither 

away. Are you listening to me? But do you know what God also allows in 

the economy of the kingdom? He allows people to be blessed in the world’s 

goods and just have everything you can possibly have. And all of a sudden 

this guy receives the gospel, he flourishes, he gets baptized, he comes to 

church, he’s active and the next thing you know he gets that promotion. 

He gets that new job, his business takes off, he adds a 2nd one, and now 

he has the capacity to get, what he used to didn’t have to get, and now 

he’s surrounded by all of the gets in the world. And the next thing you 

know the gets of the world are choking out the life he supposedly had in 

Christ. Have any of you ever been in a field and seen Johnson grass, or 

cockleburs just choke a plant to death? That’s the picture here. When that 

happens, that’s not your fault (the sower); it reveals the condition of the 

soil.  

You say not Bro Ricky, this is depressing; I know it is. If you engage the 

culture, and I engage the culture, there are going to be times of frustration 

because of people’s response to the gospel. There’s going to be some 

people that are absolutely going to shake you up because you thought they 

had it, when in reality they didn’t. But here’s why we do what we do, and I 

mean this: Jesus holds out the last soil type, it’s Clark’s River Dexter soil; 

it’s good soil. While the ridges of Dexter are making 70 and 80 bushels of 

corn, the farmer in the bottom has the hope, still of 180 or 190 

bushels…why? It’s because it’s just completely different kind of soil! Here’s 

what Jesus said to those Palestinian people, that when the sower takes the 

seed and sows it spiritually in the kingdom of God, you have this prospect; 



of it falling upon soil that produces 30 fold, 60 fold, and 100 fold. The 

Palestinian farmer went wow! I want to get in on that, and that’s what you 

want to get in on! But when you get in on that (listen to me) you can’t take 

credit for it because the success of that soil doesn’t depend on you, the 

sower. Are you listening to me? So here’s what you and I have got to 

prepare for under the simplicity of the gospel. If we engage culture, we’re 

going to run into all kinds of reactions to the gospel and we’ve got to be 

prepared for that. Whether your gospel seed falls upon hard soil, shallow 

soil, thorny soil, or good soil is not your fault, or your credit. We must sow 

the seed in our part of the kingdom because God chooses to let the seeds 

sown reveal the type of soil in our community, amen? And here’s what I 

believe, I believe in the Hardin community, you and I have been blessed to 

have much, much good soil. Amen? And I don’t know about you, but I 

don’t believe all of the good soil has been found yet.  

Can I be totally honest with you? Some of the soil that you and I 1st 

thought was hard actually is good but we just didn’t realize it. Do you 

remember that encounter that Celisa and I had where the guy told me to 

hit the door? Later on Celisa and I had the privilege to build a house and 

when we built the house we chose that man to build our house; a man 

who was not a believer. Now I know that’s going to upset some of you 

guys but I’m sorry. We didn’t choose a Christian to frame our house, we 

chose a non-Christian to frame our house. And we prayed,” God open a 

door for us to be a light”, and God did, at our expense. There was a 

mistake made on how much it was going to cost to subcontract the 

shingles out on our house. The subcontractor that took care of the shingles 

was under that man’s responsibility, and he made a mistake. And he came 

to Celisa and I and told us the mistake, and we had a choice. Do you know 

what we decided to do? We decided to not make a lost man eat it, but for 

us to eat it because we got the job, and we didn’t feel it was right to get a 

job at somebody else’s expense because he made a simple mistake, and 

we ate it. It was like, “God this isn’t what we were expecting you to do”. 

He left our house still lost. Several years later, he made a phone call to a 



family member and told the family member to please call Bro Ricky 

because he came to know Christ under another man who shared Christ 

with him. And besides his family, the 1st people he wanted to know were 

Ricky and Celisa. Now I’m not saying we had an influence on him at all, but 

I want to tell you what Celisa and I did. We made a mistake, we thought 

we had sowed the gospel seed on hard soil and Satan had snatched it 

away when in reality, even though that man had never given any evidence 

in his life, that man in all reality was good soil, amen?  

You see here’s the necessity of evangelism; we will never know what type 

of soil we are encountering unless the seed is sown into the soil. And I 

think you know what the seed is amen? The seed is not your good life, the 

seed is not your acts of kindness, the seed is not your smile, no, the seed 

is the gospel. Now we live the life of Christ; kindly, generously, forgivingly, 

to have the right to break into someone’s life with the gospel planter, and 

plant the gospel into their life, amen? If you are not living out the gospel, 

you don’t have the right to break into someone’s life with the gospel. Are 

you listening to me?  There have been a lot of terrible, terrible things 

happen by that kind of evangelism. 1st thing we’ve got to get right is our 

life right, before we talk to people whose life is not right. But out of a life 

that’s right comes a sense of responsibility and great opportunity to take 

the gospel and put it in the soil, and that’s your responsibility, and that’s 

my responsibility; to take the seed and put it into the soil. What is the 

seed? The seed is the gospel. What is the gospel in its simplicity? It’s this. 

It’s who Jesus is and what He did. Who is Jesus? He’s God, He’s the 2nd 

person of the triune Godhead, he’s the Son, amen; who became a man, 

fully God, fully man. He became who He had never been, while remaining 

who He always is and was, wow…do you know what He did? He traded 

places with the person you’re talking to. He let God take that person’s sin 

and place it on Him, and on that tree when God looked down, He saw in 

His Son, us. And He judged us in His Son, and He reigned His wrath down 

on our sin so that one day God, who took our sin and put it on His Son, 

could take His Son’s righteousness and put it on us, and transform us, who 



were sinners, into saints. Do you know what response that message calls 

for? It calls for the response of complete trust; complete faith.  

Can I ask you this question? Can you share the seed? Before I came to this 

church, I was pastoring Owen’s Chapel Baptist Church and one of the 

Sunday school quarterlies there was this story of a man in Pittsburgh, PA 

who fell 3 floors high off of a scaffold in an iron furnace. When he fell, (he 

fell because there was an accident) and as he fell some of the hot, molten 

steel fell upon the lower half of his body. And as he lay on the ground, 

conscience, fully in pain, knowing he was going to die within minutes, this 

question came out of his mouth as his co-workers surrounded him, “what 

must I do to be saved”?  And everyone there knew the man wasn’t asking 

for physical salvation, he was asking for spiritual salvation, and not a man 

in the plant told him how to be saved. If someone asks you, “what must I 

do to be saved”, would you have to call someone; could you tell them? 

Please make sure you can share the gospel. 

 Who’s the sower? That’s you and I. Anyone who has the gospel is 

responsible for sharing the gospel. You see here’s our responsibility, and 

we must take responsibility for this, we the Church, the vehicle of the 

kingdom, are responsible for making sure the seed gets planted in the soil. 

Now today in modern farming techniques, there’s basically 3 ways farmers’ 

farm. Some farmers use no till, you know what that means. One pass 

through the field, they have a planter that opens the soil, puts the seeds 

in, then closes the seeds back, and 1 trip across the field with the planter, 

that’s called no till planting; minimal labor. The 2nd practice is called 

minimum tillage, where a farmer may just take a disk and run it across the 

field at the right time, and when he runs it across the field at the right 

time, the seed just falls apart and he goes wow, we’ve got a great 

seedbed, no need to do anymore, and he runs the planter across the field. 

The there’s those farmers who still have the kind of soil that they have to 

engage in what’s called full tillage. You know they have to go out there and 

run a chisel plow, and it leaves it kind of rough. So then they have to come 

back and rough disk, just smooth it down, let nature rain on it a few times, 



and then right before planting they go in there and they run the disk again, 

and it turns into a beautiful seedbed and then they run the planter. Which 

one of these practices are you engaging in? There will be people we will 

come into contact with to where we will be called upon by God to make a 

no till pass because they’re ready. Someone else has already sprayed their 

life and the chemicals, the weeds are dying from the chemicals that have 

been applied to their life and they’re ready for the gospel. This is called 

confrontational evangelism, it’s door to door evangelism. Sometimes you 

meet somebody and you know immediately wow, after a short 

conversation, they’re ready for the gospel and you share the gospel! Now 

they may not receive Christ, you don’t go away thinking oh man that was a 

failure, no! You got the soil in contact with the seed; that’s our 

responsibility. But then you know we’ve all got those people in our life 

where it requires some minimal tillage. You’ve just got to do a little work, 

you’ve just got to build a relationship before you’re comfortable sharing the 

gospel because you know if you confront that person, you feel like it might 

turn them off, so you work the soil a little bit, amen? And then there are 

those people in this community who will require full tillage. Now let me tell 

you where you’ve got to be careful. My dad and I disagree when we plant 

his crop. Sometimes he has to remind me it’s his crop; I understand Dad. 

But if I’m going to run the combine in your crop, I want it to be good in the 

fall. You see sometimes Dad plants before I plant, because I want the 

conditions to be just right. We had a field we planted this year that we’re 

going to shell this week and man, it just wasn’t ready to plant. I knew it 

wasn’t ready to plant, I told Dad let’s not plant it. If we plant it, we’ll not 

get a good stand and guess what? We checked the field the other day and 

we’ve got a perfect stand. I was wrong again…Now what am I trying to 

say? Some of you have worked your uncle, and you’ve worked your uncle, 

and you’ve worked your uncle, and you’ve worked your dad, and you’ve 

worked your dad, you’ve worked your grandma, and you’ve worked your 

grandma, and you’ve worked your grandma, and you’ve worked your 

grandma, and you just never believe it’s right. There comes a point when 

you’ve got to plant. Do you know what would be really sad? To have 



worked the soil of a person’s life, and them never be exposed to the true 

gospel because we so enjoyed chiseling and disking that we never hooked 

the planter up and put the seed in the soil of their heart. There will be no 

harvest without planting. Let’s plant the gospel in this community and the 

lives of people and then let’s leave the results up to God. And can I just 

remind you of this? He’s a far better farmer than you and I are, amen? 

He’s promised a 30, 60, 100 fold harvest, let’s pray.  


