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This morning if you have your Bibles, open to Ephesians chapter 4 as we 

continue to talk about the iChurch. Lower case i, in this sermon series 

stands for each one of us as individual believers and our relationship to the 

body of Christ. When you see that little i in front of Church, I want you to 

understand how important you are to the Church. You as an individual 

Christian have a huge responsibility toward the Church of Jesus Christ. For 

the last several weeks we took Matthew chapter 16 and Acts chapter 2 and 

we saw a group portrait of the Church. God has given us that portrait so 

that we can look into the face of the early Church and from time to time, 

examine our church. We really don’t need to look down the road or across 

the street and measure ourselves by other churches in this community. We 

need to look into the New Testament and see the principals that God 

clearly lays out for His Church. Now over the next 5 weeks, we will talk 

about what’s called by pastors, the 5 purposes of the Church. They of 

course are fellowship, discipleship, worship, service/ministry, and 

evangelism. Now we are naming them a little differently because this 

church no longer ministers in a modern or pre-modern culture, we are 

ministering in a post-modern culture, so people think differently in our 

culture. So to better relate to our culture and carry out our purpose, which 

is a kingdom purpose, a kingdom agenda, we’re going to call the 5 

purposes of the church: iGrow, iConnect, iPraise, iCare, and iMultiply.  

This morning it’s my privilege, and it’s truly a privilege, I don’t tell you 

enough what a privilege you give me to be the pastor; every Sunday 

morning to be able to feed you from God’s Word and to be a huge 

influence spiritually in your life, thank you, thank you. This morning we’re 

going to talk about iConnect. Simone Vail says, “To be rooted is perhaps 

the most important and least recognized part of the human soul”. We saw 

this demonstrated in the fall of the communist Curtain that hung across 

Europe for so many years. Many of us in here this morning actually 



witnessed the fall of Communism across Europe and many people cheered. 

When the cheering ended and we got to see a glimpse behind that Curtain, 

we were horrified at some of the results. When social workers went 

through the streets of former communist Romania, they found the way the 

communist’s government dealt with orphans was horrific. Orphans were 

placed in warehouses like you would store boxes or furniture or pieces of 

equipment. Only having their basic need of food and shelter met, what 

psychologists discovered was this; warehouses full of infants. But when 

they began to examine the infants, they weren’t really infants; they were 

2-4 years of age and listen to this, no emotional growth and hardly any 

physical growth at all. Why…because once they had been placed in that 

warehouse as an orphan, there was hardly any human interaction at all. No 

worker picked those children up when they cried, no one held them when 

they were fed and those orphans lay there with no physical development 

and no emotional development. Psychologists referred to this as the Failure 

to Thrive Syndrome. Psychologists understand that one of the needs of the 

human soul is to have someone or somebody or some group in your life, 

and you actually thrive off that interaction with people. For centuries in 

wartime, when a soldier of the other side had been captured, the side that 

captured that soldier would try to break that person down. All kinds of 

physical torture have been imagined by mankind and practiced and you 

and I have witnessed some of that. What enemies discovered is in wartime 

if you capture a prisoner and you put him with a group, and then you take 

him out of that group, and you take him away and for hours and days you 

can inflict all kinds of torture on him, but once you put him back in that 

group, he gets strengthened. You see if you let him stay there for any time 

at all with his comrades then take him out of that group, you have to 

increase the severity of the torture and usually the torture is ineffective 

because you cannot break the psyche of the soldier who gets reunited with 

his comrades. So do you know what we learned during war? We learned 

the Failure to Thrive Syndrome. In that prison camp, pull a man away from 

his comrades, keep him within the camp but away from the noise and the 

sight of his comrades and place him in solitary confinement, and you don’t 



have to touch him physically. After months and sometimes years, all alone 

in a little cell, he’ll break. To be reunited with his comrades, he’ll sell them 

out for just a promise of human interaction. Didn’t God tell us in the 

Garden of Eden, it’s not good for man to be alone? Surrounded by God’s 

beautiful creation, man having a job, a home, and hobbies, yet no one to 

interact with, no one to do with; God said it is not good…even in a perfect 

environment! Can you imagine the consequence of someone living alone in 

an imperfect environment? The longer I pastor, the more convinced I 

become that isolation is one of the most effective tools Satan has in the 

kingdom of God and his war with it. If Satan can just isolate a believer 

from his comrades (other believers), pretty soon that Christian will enter 

into what’s called the Failure to Thrive Syndrome, and he’ll just exist, she’ll 

just exist, just get by, holding onto the hope of a better life when he or she 

dies.  

This morning let’s open our Bibles to Ephesians 4 and we’re going to look 

at verses 11-16, but I want to caution you this morning; you know Bro 

Ricky’s normal style of Bible teaching is exegetical exposition, where we 

just take a passage of scripture and we hang in that passage until we 

exhaust it as best as I can of its meaning, we’re not going to do that this 

morning. We’ve exegeted Ephesians 4:11-16 many, many times and you 

know what this passage means. We’re using this passage this morning to 

give you and I a full picture of a church in what I call fellowship. Even 

though the word fellowship is not going to be used in this passage, you see 

a church that’s truly rooted and connected together as God intends. The 

guys on the pulpit committee, 28 years ago when we came to this church, 

asked us, as pastor what we would do. And we opened to this passage, 

Ephesians 4:11-16, as a young 22 year old and said, the Church must be 

built on this passage and this passage only. And we’ve been trying to do it 

for 28 year, and we’re going to get there one day, amen? Listen to what 

the Bible says according to the ESV version, verse 11 of Ephesians 4,  “And 

he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherd-teachers, 

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 



Christ,  until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ,  so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro 

by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 

cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.  Rather, speaking the truth in 

love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 

from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 

which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body 

grow so that it builds itself up in love.” Let’s all say amen. What a picture 

of fellowship. You say now hold it Bro Ricky; I didn’t see fellowship in that 

passage. Yes it’s there, it’s all over this passage, because what I’m going to 

try to do this morning is this, it’s to present this thought to you. Fellowship 

may not be what we think it is. Fellowship is usually measured by this; by 

being together with someone. So when you measure a fellowship, you 

count heads and you just assume that they’re in fellowship. What I want to 

propose to you this morning is that being together does not constitute 

biblical fellowship. What constitutes biblical fellowship is this; both being 

together and doing together, that’s what truly constitutes biblical 

fellowship. At the very root of the Greek concept of fellowship is this 

thought; being connected, connected in both being and doing. Therefore, 

what is fellowship biblically? It is the relationship of inner-unity among 

believers that expresses itself in co-participation with Christ and one 

another in building up the kingdom of God and expressing God’s will on 

Earth, that’s biblical fellowship. Simply, it’s 2 fellows in the same ship and 

they recognize the importance of the relationship together, and each one 

accepts responsibility for the situation they find themselves in. If you 

remember when we started this a couple of weeks back, we shared with 

you how the Greek word Koinonia, came to mean what it means. It started 

out expressing companionship, and then it came to express community. It 

got larger and then it came to express a partnership to where all parties 

involved, all fellows in the ship accept ownership of the organization, or of 

the body, and seeing that its purposes are carried out.  



Now the Church in Western Kentucky has always strived to be a church 

that always emphasizes fellowship. I can remember being raised in a small 

country church and to promote fellowship in the church, from time to time 

we would have an old fashioned dinner on the ground. Do you remember 

dinner on the ground? We didn’t have enough tables and chairs to sit at a 

table; we had to sit on the ground. The food wasn’t placed on the ground, 

I can remember they took woven wire, we had 2 trees out beside the 

cemetery, and they had that woven wire connected to this tree and that 

tree. Then the ladies would spread quilts over that woven wire and that 

would be our table. You could line up and you could go down both sides of 

that woven wire table and it didn’t matter how much you ate, there was 

going to be more left over than what the ladies brought, amen? I loved it 

when the preacher said amen, the closing prayer was said, and you could 

just see families going out to their car, opening up their trunks and wow, 

before microwaves it was absolutely unbelievable how those trunks on a 

hot July day would keep the food hot! I mean Baptists knew what 

fellowship was about, it was about not only being together, but if you were 

going to be together you had to have a common purpose and that common 

purpose was we were going to eat together, amen? And as we progressed 

as Baptists and we moved from the poorest of the poor in the community, 

we finally got to that place, and some of you will remember these debates, 

when we debated if it was actually ok to quit eating on the ground and 

start eating in fellowship halls, do any of you remember that? Listen, I 

have been in living rooms of families who have asked me my theological 

opinion of whether it was ok for a church to have a fellowship hall. I can 

remember a family that progressed to the point that they believed it was 

ok for a church to have a fellowship hall as long as the fellowship hall was 

not connected to the sanctuary in any way. Even the breezeway could not 

touch the 2 buildings in order for the sanctuary to be holy. Why…because 

you don’t eat in the house of the Lord, some people think. If the sanctuary 

is the house of the Lord, then the fellowship hall could not be connected.  



Now what I’m trying to tell you is not being critical of the Church, it’s how 

the Church in Western Kentucky has labored to have fellowship. 

Why…because we’re wired as Christians to not only have fellowship, but to 

be in fellowship. That’s why when a Church member has to be disciplined 

from the fellowship of the body, it’s horrific, to be delivered over to Satan, 

to be in isolation from the body of Christ. That act is to open his eyes to 

the basic need of his soul, and he’ll repent of his sin and come running 

back to the camaraderie of the Church. So wow, if you can fellowship by 

eating, oh it just meets a basic need of every Christian, agreed? You realize 

what eating with someone says right?  Do you understand why the Lord 

gave us the Lord’s Supper? In ancient culture, if you sat down at the table 

with someone, you said to that someone, I accept you. You are welcome 

into my world, I will share what’s mine, me with you, and you are on my 

level; don’t ever think you’re not good enough for me. Boy to me this 

picture was captured brilliantly in the movie “The Blind Side”. Now when I 

talk about a movie, don’t rush out to see it because I’ve seen things I 

shouldn’t have seen before, but I try to be careful. There’s a movie called 

“The Blind Side” where a prominent white family in Memphis TN takes in a 

person who’s on the street because of the situation of his life. This white 

affluent family opens up their home to this black boy. He happens to be a 

rather large boy, he happens to be an athletic boy. In the movie, the family 

does everything they can do to help him be all that he could be and he 

went on to become an NFL football player; a tremendous all American at 

the University of Mississippi playing football. But there’s a scene in the 

movie where the girl from the affluent white family is a cheerleader and 

she’s been teased now that her family has opened their house to this 

young boy.  She’s in the library and she’s studying with her friends and 

they’re all white, and he comes in and every eye watches him, and he 

looks over and he starts to go to her, but he doesn’t go. He just finds a 

table at the back of the library and he sits down by himself. He’s sitting in 

a group of students, completely isolated, now I’m going to call her his 

sister, when his sister sees her by himself, do you remember what she 

does? She picks up her books, and boy she makes a statement to 



everybody in the school; she goes over and she sits down and puts her 

books on the table and he starts to say something, but she cuts him off 

because nothing needed to be said. When she shared a table with him, she 

said to him I accept you, I welcome you in my life and I need you as much 

as you need me. Boy I just wanted to stand up and cheer in the movie 

theater when that scene came on. I’ve seen this in other movies about 

high school especially, because you know how teenagers are, you know 

how kids in high school need to be accepted, they need to be welcomed, 

you know they need to get in, and sometimes what they’ll do to get in isn’t 

good. We’ve all seen the geek, the nerd, the intellectual student who 

doesn’t fit in, he’s eating lunch all by himself and then the head 

cheerleader goes in and sits at his table. She just dignified him; she just 

gave him value, that’s what fellowship does. That’s why churches 20, 30, 

40 years ago saw the need to build fellowship halls because our societies 

began to isolate people and the Church saw a need to bring people 

together, but not just be together but to do something together and it 

starts with a meal, a meal that says I accept you and that’s what Jesus 

said in the Lord Supper. He said I accept you, He said you are welcome in 

My world, wow!  

Do you see what we’re talking about here? Now here’s where I think we’ve 

missed it. In the American Church, especially in Western Kentucky, we’ve 

tried to make all of our fellowships be about fun because we all work all 

week and when we come together to fellowship it seems like it had to be 

based all around fun, but that’s not true, that’s not true. A church should 

be in a state of continual fellowship. In an exegetical dictionary of the 

Greek New Testament, when you look up the word Koinonia, it’s going to 

say, “To have a share, to give a share and to take a share”. That’s what 

the word basically means, it means you realize I have a share, I have 

ownership of this group I’m in. Do you know what I have the ability to do? 

As an owner of a group I have an ability to give a share, I have an ability 

to make a contribution to a group and the group be better because of me, 

therefore I am not a liability to the group, I am an asset to the group. I 



have a share and I give a share, and when I begin to give a share, guess 

what happens? Another person in the group takes a share that I’ve given 

him and now he has a share and this cycle just repeats itself. Those who 

have a share give a share, and when you give a share, someone takes a 

share. When someone takes a share, they’ll one day realize I have a share, 

and then they’ll give a share and then someone else will take a share and 

this thing goes on and on and on. Why…because of the Koinonia of the 

Church, because there’s a relationship of inner unity among us as believers 

that expresses itself outwardly in co-participation with Christ in one another 

in accomplishing God’s will on Earth. That’s what we’re talking about when 

we talk about fellowship. We’re talking about us being together, but doing 

together. And boy that’s where you’ve got to ask yourself, ask this 

question, are you being with us only, or are you doing with us?  “Nike” 

says just do it, God says just do it together. There is no biblical evidence of 

you doing your own thing your way. The only biblical evidence is you doing 

it together with someone else in the body of Christ, as the body of Christ, 

that’s Koinonia. Can I give you some examples of Koinonia, scripturally? 

Look at Matthew chapter 23 verse 30, “if we had lived in the days of 

Noah”, now this is Jesus saying what the scribes and Pharisees would say 

because He's really getting on the scribes and Pharisees, “ if we had lived 

in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in 

shedding the blood of the prophets”, now somebody says Bro Ricky, I don’t 

see Koinonia there, yeah it is, “we would not have taken part”, that’s the 

Greek word Koinonia. Look at Luke 5:10, “and also were James and John, 

sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon”, guess what translates 

the Greek word Koinonia there? “Partners”, look at the next verse, I thinks 

it’s Romans 15:26, “For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make 

some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem”, “to make 

some contribution” is the word Koinonia. Look at Galatians 6:6, “One who 

is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches”, 

Koinonia is “must share”. Now let’s see in Philippians 4:15, really, really 

important word, “And you Philippians yourselves know that in the 

beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into 



partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only”. Hey guys, 

this is the Greek concept of Koinonia! It’s not about getting together and 

having fun, it’s about getting together to do the work of the kingdom of 

God! It’s about being together so that we can do what God’s called us to 

do, and that’s to understand that we all have a share in the body of Christ, 

and I’m a part of the body, and I’m here for a purpose. And because I’m 

receiving, I have a responsibility to be giving and to be sharing; sharing 

directly with the one who caused me to be a part of the kingdom, but then 

directly responsible for those who are outside the kingdom. You are us; we 

are you. Are you connected?  

At my house, Celisa thinks I can do everything, I wish she didn’t think that. 

You don’t know how many times I want to call a plumber, but she says no, 

we’re not calling a plumber, you can do it. Do you know how many times I 

want to call someone but she thinks I can do it? One of the things that I do 

a lot at home is have to connect things. I can’t tell you how many times I 

have to go to Murray Supply and buy a connector. One of my favorite 

things to do is to go to Murray Supply and get those little PVC connectors, 

now I can’t ever keep up with the bottle of glue that I used last time, and I 

don’t ever remember when I used it last, so I get a new bottle every time. 

So I’ve got 15 bottles in my shop, I see I’m not the only one that way! I 

love to get that top open, and get all of that glue and just ream it out, and 

it’s running everywhere and then, boom put the PVC pipe together, put 

pressure on it and then boom, it’s done! If I’m doing a water line, do you 

guys put the bread in the water line to keep the…ok that’s another sermon! 

So here’s what I did this week, and I know you guys think I was bored at 

the State Fair, but here’s what I did this week, it got on my mind about 

how glue works, so I studied how glue works. Do you know what I 

discovered about how glue works? The experts don’t really know how glue 

works, but they have several theories. Here’s what they all agree on, the 

experts about glue, when you take glue and you put it in a connector and 

you put 2 pieces of connector together, a chemical reaction takes place 

and in that chemical reaction, a part of what’s being glued melts and 



becomes part of the connection. And for that connection to work and be 

good, there are 2 properties that are important to glue, one is called the 

adhesion factor and the other is called cohesion factor. And boy when I 

was reading this I was saying that’s exactly what is wrong with the Church!  

You see we’ve got a lot of people in the Church that’s never had a chemical 

reaction with another person in the body of Christ! They’ve never really got 

bonded; they’ve never really been joined together. There’s not a guy in 

here that would take a new connector and put it with an old PVC pipe and 

just stick it together. The moment you turn on the water faucet it’s going 

to blow, agreed? We’ve got to have an agent that’s causes a bonding, a 

melting. Now that agent that we’re using, like the PVC glue, it’s strong in 

both its property of adhesion and cohesion. Let me explain the difference, 

you probably already know this, they didn’t teach me this at Faxon, I had 

to learn it this week. Adhesion describes glue’s ability to stick to other 

things, but cohesion is the ability of the glue to stick to itself. Have any of 

you ever glued something together and it didn’t work? You went back and 

realized that the glue didn’t stick to what you glued it to? You had an 

adhesive problem. Have you ever had something break after you fixed it 

and then you pulled it apart and both sides had glue on it? You didn’t have 

an adhesive problem, you had a cohesion problem. Have you guys ever 

tried to stick something together temporarily and you used something that 

was really, really sticky, and it’s good at sticking to things, like gum? I’m 

telling you what; gum will work just like glue on holding 2 pieces of paper 

together, amen, because it’s really, really sticky. But we don’t use gum as a 

glue, why? Because the gum can’t hold together, you can just take a knife 

and cut it right in two. Now let me ask you this, as a Christian, how sticky 

are you? How good are you at sticking to other people, other things, and 

other commitments? That’s your ability of adhesion. You know, some of us 

are really good at sticking to other things, other people, but we come apart 

ourselves. The breakdown is not with the group and our ability to reach out 

to the group, the breakdown comes with ourselves, and that’s called our 

cohesion ability. Where are you this morning? Because here’s what I want 



to suggest to us as a Church, each person who attends Hardin, it doesn’t 

matter if you’re a member, if you’re a regular attender, or you consider 

you’re a 2 year guest,( you’re still filling out the guest card so you can still 

park in the guest parking spot, you’re us). Somebody called me the other 

day about one of you and I said well they’re not a member here. “You’re 

kidding”, I didn’t say that, they said that, no they’re not a member here…I 

wanted to say but I didn’t, all they do is just sit in a worship service, that’s 

all they do. That’s called being, and fellowship is about doing. Here’s what 

you have an obligation for, now I want to say this to you and I want you to 

take it in the spirit in which it was intended, I do not believe you being 

connected to the Church is one sided and it’s the Church’s responsibility to 

get you connected. Do you know whose responsibility it is to get connected 

to this body? It’s your responsibility to get connected to this body. 

Why…because you are a Christian. As a Christian there ought to be 

something in you that causes you to stick! I mean you ought to be so 

sticky that we can’t get rid of you no matter what because you’re not going 

to let go of us ever! Can you imagine what the Church would be like if we 

were that sticky? Have you seen that commercial of that little Geico guy? 

Have you ever looked at a Gecko, do you know why they can stick to 

anything? Because in the bottom of their feet, they have little hair-like 

slivers that have this uncanny ability to stick when it touches, and that is 

what you and I ought to be like…boom, stuck!  

Then we ought to be sticky within ourselves, we just shouldn’t come apart. 

So that once I’ve taken your hand and someone else has taken my hand, 

the person on this end of it can understand there will never be a split in 

me. Through me, you are connected to them, because I am not coming 

apart. Now how does this happen? There are 2 ways to increase your 

stickiness, number 1; each Christian in here is responsible to establish 

relationships with other Christians. Now there are 3 ways to establish these 

relationships in the body. It’s your responsibility, and I believe this with all 

of my heart, you need relationships with other Christians in this body, 

meaningful relationships. 2ndly, you need to establish a relationship, not 



only with the large group of people who worship with you, but you must 

establish a relationship with a small group of believers. This is where you 

do things together like study the Bible; that would be awesome. You come 

to that group and you accept ownership; I’m not here just to listen, I’m 

here to participate, I’m here to give and boy when you give, someone else 

is enriched and then they now become a giver because you’re a giver. 

Lastly, you need to be established to a ministry. 

 Now let me ask you this question, who are you connected to in this 

Church that’s connected to somebody that’s connected to somebody, that’s 

connected to somebody? Who could you name right now? Now name 

another person, and another person. Christian leaders tell us that you need 

8 meaningful relationships in the body of Christ…8. It doesn’t matter if a 

Church runs 50; you can’t have a relationship with 50 people that is 

meaningful. If there are 1500, you can’t have something that’s meaningful 

with 1500. See, don’t you ever let anybody ever kid you and tell you that’s 

why they don’t go to a large church. You only need 8 and that’s about all 

most people have. Just come home and do the math and see where you’re 

at. 2ndly, are you connected to a small group of believers who are studying 

God’s Word. We’re not just eating together; we’re eating God’s Word 

together. And 3rdly, what ministry are you connected to?   

Now once you establish those relationships, the 2nd thing to increase your 

stickiness is you must be aware of your responsibility. I have an ownership, 

I have a stake, and I’m a fellow. If you’ll go home and look up fellow in an 

English dictionary, it says an “associate” and then the line under the 

associate will say this, “a partner” and out beside a partner it will say, “of 

equal value”, wow! Are you a fellow believer? You say, “yeah Bro Ricky I’m 

a fellow believer”, then here’s what that means, you’re a partner. You’re a 

partner, you’re not a paid, hourly person, you have ownership, you are the 

Church with us and we need you to connect. Why…because Hardin will 

never reach its full potential until every joint is connected. The Bible says 

the Church grows and edifies itself in love when each part is working 

properly. We could have a water line that could be a mile long, in 20 foot 



sections connected together, and if one of those connections blows, you’ll 

not get water at the other end. If you don’t know where you’re at in the 

body; you may not know who you’re hurting by you not being connected. 

You may not ever know it until the Day of Judgment and wouldn’t that be 

sad. Are you connected? Let’s be sticky, your new nickname is sticky. I’m 

going to stick to you and then I’m going to stick to me. Those of you on 

this side, and those of you on that side, we’re going to be who God wants 

us to be, amen?  


