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Some of you will remember it was May 7th, 1998 when Steve Jobs of Apple 

introduced to the American consumer the iMac. He called it a marriage 

between the excitement of the internet and the simplicity of Macintosh. 

Apple’s goal was to introduce a personal computer to the American 

consumer that would allow him to connect to the internet in a way that 

was very simple and very fast. In 2001 Apple introduced us to the iPod, in 

2007 the famous iPhone, and then again in 2010 the iPad. Do you realize 

that in 1993, only 1% of 2-way communication was done over the 

internet? By the year 2000 it had increased to 51%, and in the year 2007, 

97% of 2-way communication was done over the internet. Suddenly we 

realized the industrial age was over and we were truly in the information 

age. You could no longer measure society by a 4-lane highway that was 

traveling as fast as the speed of a car. You now realized you were in an 

internet society. What that means is we’re in a society in which change is 

going to be the norm whether we like it or not. We now measure 

knowledge mathematically. If you took all of the knowledge that man 

acquired from Adam to the birth of Christ, and put all of that knowledge 

together and stored it as a unit of information, that unit of information 

would double in the next 1500 years. In other words it would take 1500 

years for information knowledge to double. Then it would double again in 

250 years, then it would double again in a 150 years, then it would double 

again in 50 years, and then it would double again in 10 years. That brings 

us to 1960. Today scientists tell us that information doubles from every 

year to a year and a half. The president of the University of North Carolina 

at Greensboro estimates that real soon, knowledge will double every 72 

days. IBM has declared that soon, because of their capability, knowledge 

will double every 11 hours. You had better get ready for change. The more 

we know, the faster we know it. Did you realize that half of what we know 



today, we didn’t know 10 years ago? What I want to do over the next few 

months is to prepare this church to realize we now live not on a 4-lane 

highway, but we live literally in an internet society. I want to make sure 

we’re prepared for what God is preparing for us and our role in the 

kingdom of God. 

If you have your Bibles this morning, open to Matthew chapter 16. We’re 

going to re-look at the foundational passage of Jesus concerning the 

church, and this morning and for the next several months probably, we’re 

going to look at this topic, we’re going to look at the church, the iChurch. 

We’re going to talk about how you can connect to the iChurch, how you 

can grow in the iChurch, how you can praise in the iChurch, how you can 

care in the iChurch, and how you can multiply in the iChurch.  Now we 

know that in the iMac, the iPhone, the iPod, and the iPad, the i is lower 

case and then the next letter is an upper case letter. If you were to ask 

Steve Jobs, the i stands for the internet, but that’s not all. The i also stands 

for individual, it stands for instruction, it stands for information, and it 

stands for inspiration. Over the next several months when you see this 

come up, the iChurch, and when we think about the Church in our culture, 

I want you to remember this, when you see the iChurch, I don’t want you 

to think the i stands for internet, it does not. I praise the Lord that Hardin 

uses the internet. Do you realize that last Sunday after I finished teaching 

in Brazil, being an hour ahead of you guys, I got back to my room where I 

was staying, I took my personal computer and finally got a connection to 

the internet, but it was slow. I went to the Hardin Baptist Church website 

and I hit the download button for the sermon “Raising Godly Teenager” the 

connection was so slow that I actually fell asleep. Then all of a sudden I 

was awakened from my sleep by the voice of Bro Kory as he stood in the 

pulpit of Hardin Baptist Church and taught us how to rear teenagers and I 

was on the bank of the Amazon River, absolutely unbelievable! Long before 

Bro Ricky ever knew about an internet, Kenny Imes had thought ahead to 

buy the domain name hardinbaptist.org. Long before I ever had a vision, 

Don Thomas decided wouldn’t it be awesome if our international students 



could hear the message when they went back to their foreign countries, 

and therefore Hardin launched a website for the purpose of downloading 

sermons so that international students could hear the gospel and have 

gospel training when they got back home. When you see the iChurch, I 

don’t want you to think internet. When you examine it I don’t want you to 

think the i as lower case, that i stands for you and that i stands for me, me 

as a Christian and my relationship to the Church. I want us to quit talking 

about going to church and remember we are the Church. I want this 

iChurch, to remind you of your responsibility to the Church and how the 

Church has a relationship to the community. I want you to remember this, 

we no longer in an agrarian age, we no longer live in an industrial age, we 

no longer live in those 2 ages, we now live in the information age. We’re 

going to experience change at a rapid pace, and I want us to get ready. 

Why, because God still called the Church in 2011, in the information age, 

to embrace and influence and impact the culture in which we live. You 

have always been important to the Church, but if Hardin Baptist is going to 

be the church that God has called it to be, we need you more than we’ve 

ever needed you to examine the relationship that you have with the 

Church. In the information age, church membership will not be measured, 

and your relationship to the church will not be measured by how many 

services you attend. As a matter of fact if we still measured the Church 

that way, we’d flunk, and you know who I’m talking about. Most of you 

gather 1 time a week and that’s Sunday morning and we never see you 

again. In the information age, we won’t measure the Church that way 

anymore. We won’t measure the Church by how many times you show up 

for a service, we’ll measure your participation by your involvement; we’ll 

measure your relationship by how you participate as the church of Jesus 

Christ at Hardin.  

I know it’s hard to do this, but I want you to try to listen to these words 

with fresh ears. You see this is one of these passages that we’ve heard for 

so long that we’ve just sort of put it in auto-pilot. We can recite these 

words without even thinking. Instead of starting at verse 13 as we 



normally do, we’re going to get right in the middle of the passage at verse 

17. Listen to what Matthew records, “and Jesus answered him, blessed are 

you Simon Barjonah, for flesh and blood have not revealed this to you but 

My Father who is in Heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter and upon this 

rock I will build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

I give you the keys to the kingdom of Heaven and whatever you shall bind 

on earth shall be bound in Heaven and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in Heaven”. Jesus had his disciples at Caesarea-Philippi; He 

asked the question who do men say that I am? The backdrop is this pagan 

shrine to just about every known god in the Roman Empire and the 

disciples begin to give answers to the question to who do other people say 

Jesus is, and then He zeroes in on them and says but who do you say that 

I am?  It always makes us have to say this, the most important question is 

not what do other people say about Jesus, but what do you say about 

Jesus? This time Peter, he got it right when he said you are the Messiah 

the Son of the living God. Then Jesus answers him, and I want you to 

notice the first thing Jesus points out, He says Simon you are a blessed 

man, you’re blessed in this truth, you did not come to this understanding 

on your own. There was no human enablement that enabled you to make 

this assessment of who I am, but you’ve come to this truth because of 

divine revelation. My Father who is in Heaven has revealed to you who I 

am and He has drawn you to Me. Have you had that experience? Can you 

say beyond a shadow of a doubt that Jesus is the Messiah; He’s the Son of 

the living God? If you believe that, if you’re committed to that, if Jesus 

Christ is the anchor of your life, if you’re depending on nothing that you 

can do but totally depending on what He did on the cross for your 

salvation, then you are a blessed person. You’re blessed for this reason, 

you didn’t figure that out. The reason you would have never figured that 

out is the Bible teaches that a man is born in sin, he’s born separated from 

God and he’s spiritually dead, he does not love God, does not want God. 

He’s crowned himself center of his life, he’s self-centered, and he wants 

everything to revolve around him.  To become a Christian means that your 

life changes, that you step down from being a sinner in your life and you 



literally crown Jesus as Lord. Now everything revolves around Him and that 

knowledge comes to you because of the revelation of God in your life.  

Before we go any further this morning, have you experienced that, have 

you responded to the wooing of the Holy Spirit, have you been 

regenerated by God, do you know beyond a shadow of a doubt that you’re 

right with God because of your faith in Jesus Christ? That’s why Jesus is 

pronouncing Peter a blessed man. Then here’s what He’s going to do, He’s 

going to let Peter and the Apostles in on a secret. A secret that according 

to Paul had been hidden from the Old Testament saints, the Old Testament 

prophets, they didn’t see this coming. That the day would come when 

Jesus would actually build his own “Ecclesia” and in this “Ecclesia” He 

would break down walls that had separated nations, and societies, and 

races since the beginning of time. He would actually build a new “Ecclesia” 

and this new “Ecclesia” wouldn’t belong to mankind but it would actually 

belong to Him, it would be known as His. He said to Peter, you are Peter 

and upon this rock I will build my “Ecclesia”. Now there’s a lot of confusion 

over this passage, very simply Jesus didn’t build the Church on Peter as a 

rock. He built the Church on Himself as the Rock, but don’t minimize what 

Jesus is doing here with Peter. I think this passage is teaching that Peter 

had the privilege of being the 1st member of the Church. He along with the 

other Apostles would serve as the foundation connected to Jesus, the Chief 

Cornerstone of the Church. Why…because of Peter’s confession of Jesus 

Christ as the Messiah. What is the one thing the Church is built on, what’s 

the one thing the Church is built around, what’s the one thing we must all 

have in common if we’re going to be a part of this church? It’s this, we’ve 

got to get this right, you’ve got to know who Jesus Christ is, and you’ve 

got to be in a saving relationship with Him. If not, you’re not a part of this 

body. You may have your name on a roll and you may count yourself as a 

member but you’re not a part of the body of Christ.  Can you imagine the 

excitement in Peters mind? For you see this word “Ecclesia” it was a 

common Greek word, it’s a word that literally means to call out from, to call 

out from among. It was a word that was used when a group of people 



came out of a society, they gathered together to carry out a specific 

purpose; they were called the “Ecclesia”. This could be a government 

meeting, it could be a societal meeting, but when a group of people left 

society for a short period of time, came together to carry out a different 

purpose, they were an “Ecclesia”. Now with that being said, you’ve got to 

get this in your mind. When the translators of the King James Version of 

the Bible translated the Bible, they chose the word church to capture this 

word “Ecclesia”, but that word church captured a Latin word that talked 

about the buildings, the physicalness of the church. I think that was 

unfortunate and we’ve been influenced ever since by this Latin word 

translated into English of church. As a matter of fact, it’s not uncommon 

for us to invite somebody to church. It’s not uncommon to meet somebody 

we know and in the conversation say, “where do you go to church”? That 

is wrong. You don’t go to church, you either are the Church, or you’re not 

the Church and people who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and 

follow Him in believer’s baptism are the Church.  

In this information age, we’ve got to get this right because information is 

going to come at us at an alarming rate. The internet makes it possible for 

people to be exposed to people that should have never been on the 

internet! We’ve got to get this right, we don’t go to church; we are the 

Church. We are the people of God. I believe this word accurately translated 

in Hardin terminology should be this, it’s the word assembly, it’s the word 

community. For you see this word “Ecclesia” is a group of people who have 

assembled together! It doesn’t matter what kind of building they have, it 

doesn’t matter where they are! The purpose is they have been called 

together to form a community; to form an assembly to carry out a specific 

purpose. What’s that purpose? It’s the agenda of the kingdom of Heaven.  

You see if you look at Matthew chapter 16:17-19 and you strip away 

everything that’s non-important, here’s what it tells us; it gives us the 

identity of the Church and it gives us the importance of the Church. The 

identity of the Church is called in this word “Ecclesia”. After this Jesus is 

going to tell them not to tell anyone who He is until after the cross and He 



dies because He wants to make sure everybody coming into the fellowship, 

everybody going into the assembly, everybody coming into the community 

understands who He is. He’s a suffering servant; He came to trade places 

with you. He had an incarnational ministry so that we could know who God 

is and how to be right with Him, He was willing to strip Himself of who He 

had always been. He was still was who He had always had been, but He 

became who He had never been; He became a man so that He could live 

among us to reveal to us who His Father is and what He’s like. That 

relationship that we have with Him, it’s why Paul could say I’m all things to 

all people. Paul had a ministry of incarnation, he was willing to lay aside 

who he was to become like somebody else in hope of introducing them to 

Christ with a hope of just saving a few. That’s who we are.  

Several times during the week the Church will assemble and then it will 

disassemble, it will assemble and then disassemble, it will assemble and 

then it will disassemble but even when we’re disassembled, we’re still the 

community of Christ and we have got to remember that. You are the lower 

case i, but as the lower case i, you have a relationship with the Church. 

Now the Bible is going to describe the Church in 3 main terms. It’s going to 

call it a building, now some of you are going to say, “Now Bro Ricky 

doesn’t that just contradict what you just said”? No, because when the 

Bible talks about the church as a building, I Peter 2:5-10, Ephesians 2:19-

22, it’s not talking about a physical building, it’s talking about a spiritual 

building. It’s talking about how when you and I, when it comes to faith in 

Jesus Christ, we become a living stone and when another person comes to 

Christ, they become a living stone, and then God puts those living stones 

together and He begins to put more and more livings stones together so 

that this spiritual temple begins to arise and the purpose of this spiritual 

temple is so that His Spirit can indwell His people. Not you as an individual 

only, but you as a group, in a group as the Church, have been designed to 

come together to be a community so folks outside the Church can know 

where God is. In knowing where God is, through divine revelation they can 

come to know who He is.  



2ndly, the bible describes the Church as the body of Christ, wow! Can you 

imagine when He walked on the face of the Earth how lives were changed? 

As those hands reached out, as those feet walked, as those eyes showed 

compassion, can you see Him at the well tired and in His state of tiredness, 

God uses Him to change a woman’s life and then a whole village’s life get 

changed too? That’s who we are, we’re the hands, and we’re the feet of 

the Lord. He still walks on the this planet and He walks through His Church 

and that’s you and I. That’s why you’re so important in this age, in this 

culture, to the Church of Jesus Christ because you are part of the body of 

Christ. Since I’m a part, I must do my part.  

Then the Bible pictures us as the bride of Christ. John chapter 3, 

Revelations chapter 19, II Corinthians chapter 11, it talks about how we’ve 

been betrothed to Jesus and in the  betrothal stage we’re waiting the 

consummation of the wedding in Heaven when God will reveal the bridal 

garment of the Church to the world. Boy, you talk about as the building we 

illuminate Christ, as the body we’re in involved with Christ and in ministry, 

but in this picture you and I the Church, we’re pictured in our intimacy with 

Christ! He loved us so much that He gave Himself up, so that He might 

present us to Himself without spot, wrinkle or blemish. He redeemed us 

through the washing of the water of His Word. Yeah pinch yourself, that’s 

who you are! We’re the bride of Christ, we’re the body of Christ, and we’re 

the building of Christ, that’s who we are.  

Why are we the assembly, why does God want us to meet together, why 

does God want us to participate, why does God want us to connect, why 

does God want you to grow, why does God want you to praise, why does 

God want you to care, why does God want you to multiply? It’s because 

we’ve got an agenda, and it’s a kingdom agenda. We have been given the 

keys to the kingdom of Heaven. Now in my mind I just see this, I know it 

didn’t happen but metaphorically here’s what’s happened, Jesus is reaching 

into the pocket of His robe, He’s pulling out a set of keys and He tosses 

them to Peter, and Peter catches them and He suddenly realizes whoa! I’ve 

got the keys to the kingdom of Heaven! If you’ll notice this in scripture, 



Jesus hardly ever talks about the Church in His ministry, only 2 times, 

Matthew 16, and Matthew chapter 18. The reason Matthew is 1st in the 

synoptic gospel is not because Matthew was written 1st, it’s because 

Matthew recorded the words of Jesus talking about the Church. So when 

the Church came together to put together the Bible, since his gospel 

mentioned the Church and he was the only one that did, they gave it the 

place of primacy, and put it 1st. Mark was actually written 1st. Get this 

picture, throughout Jesus’ teaching, He always talked about what? He 

talked about the kingdom, He talked about the kingdom of Heaven, He 

talked the kingdom of God, I’m not talking about parables; I’m talking 

about kingdom. What is the kingdom? It’s the ruling reign of God in the 

hearts and lives of people. Now, in the sphere of the kingdom, the ruling 

reign of God in the hearts and lives of people, Jesus builds His own 

“Ecclesia”, His own assembly. He reaches into His pocket and He throws to 

the 1st members, the keys. Wow!  

I’ll never forget 3 years ago and you all took me outside and Steve Poole 

handed me the keys to a brand new Toyota Tacoma, 4-wheel drive, 4-

door, wow! I moved from a Nissan to a Toyota, unbelievable…but it 

wouldn’t do me any good to have a truck without the keys. But boy when 

you have the keys, all resources of that truck were available to me, and 

that’s the picture of the Church. Do you realize how important we are? 

Listen to this, we’ve been given the keys to the kingdom of Heaven, we’ve 

been given the rule and reign of Heaven in the hearts and lives of God’s 

people! Do you know what you do with those keys? You either unlock the 

door of the kingdom, or you lock the door of the kingdom. Jesus really 

played hardball with the Pharisees did He not, when He told them that you 

by your life shut the door of the kingdom in people’s faces? I just wonder 

when He looks down from Heaven, what He thinks about you and your 

participation in the body and how the body is using the keys to the 

kingdom to lock and unlock the door; the gate to the kingdom. Do you 

understand what this is teaching? It’s teaching that what we do as a 

church not only matters right now, but it matters for eternity. What we 



bind down here will be bound up there, and what we loose down here will 

be loosed up there. There is not another organization of mankind who has 

that responsibility and that privilege.  

When we measure knowledge and we count it by doubling it, they also talk 

about the half life of knowledge. You know what the half life of knowledge 

is right? It’s when you 1st learn something it’s the time it takes before it 

becomes obsolete. Now I want to ask you a question, especially if you’re 

like me and you’re getting older. Do you ever look around at all of the 

things that you know how to do, that you used to could do, but now you 

can’t do because there’s not a need for it, because something else is doing 

it? It’s called the half life of knowledge. What you know, you still know it 

but it’s not needed anymore, it’s obsolete. The agenda of the Church 

doesn’t have a half life. It’ll never be obsolete, it’s the only knowledge 

known to man that will probably never have a half life because God 

created a Church, a community of believers that would come together 

under a great command to love God with all our heart, all our soul, all our 

might, and to love our neighbors as ourselves! Then operate under a great 

commission to make disciples of all nations. Why did Jesus send out 70 

disciples on the ultimate mission trip? At that time there were 70 nations in 

the world and He sent those 70 disciples out which were symbolic of 

carrying the gospel out to the ends of the Earth! We’ve been given a 

commission and a command. That commission is to make disciples, not to 

just our family but that’s where we start, with our children and our spouse 

and our parents and our grandparents and our nieces and our nephews. 

It’s to every nation on the Earth? How do we do that? As we go, as we go. 

We live in an information age and 97% of 2-way communication is done 

through the internet but please remember this, there will always be a need 

even in an internet society for the building of personal relationships and 

the sharing of the gospel, not just with people here, but with people there. 

Then we baptize those that we’ve discipled and we continue to teach them 

until the end of this age. When you see iChurch, it’s not about the internet; 

it’s about your responsibility to the Church as the Church. When you see 



the i, I want you to remember this, we cannot nor should we be a New 

Testament Church.  We don’t live in a New Testament culture anymore; 

we’ve got to be an iChurch. We’ve got to be a church that lives in the 

information age. We’ve got to be a church that lives in a culture that’s an 

internet culture, an internet society because God has called us to impact 

the culture, He’s called us to make a difference in the lives of people and 

the Church must remember this. I say this respectfully, if you and I were 

an unbeliever and we walked into the majority of churches this morning, 

the Church would look like a church in the 1950’s and the 1960’s and we’d 

actually go back 50 years in time because most of our churches today have 

become museums. We are preserving what was the glory day of the 

Church as we knew it and our grandparents knew it, and that was the 

Church at the end of the industrial age. Do you realize we don’t live in the 

industrial age anymore; we live in the information age, amen? Do you 

know when the industrial age stopped and the information age started? In 

the early 1960’s and if you go back and check the glory days of most main 

line denominations, it was in the 1950’s. What we did at that time worked 

so well that we just preserved it for 60 years, or 50 years and so Church 

today is like a museum. I’m concerned about the Church because the 

Church normally is the people that will not embrace change. Church is the 

one place that we want things to be like they’ve always been because 

there’s security and there’s safety there for us, so we don’t like change. 

Now please hear me, the message will never change, the principles of the 

Church will never change, but as society changes and the way we embrace 

society; those must change.  

Let me tell you what must change, you and your relationship to the 

Church. I’m not talking about the universal Church; I’m talking about the 

church here at Hardin, if we’re going to influence this culture. Let me close 

by telling you about this culture. You see, we entered the information age 

in the 1960’s, somewhere about 30 or 40 years ago, we began to switch 

from being what’s called a modern society culturally, to a post-modern 

society. Now most of us just caught up to modern society and now we’re in 



a post-modern society. Let me explain the difference, up until the age of 

Enlightenment, up until the age of the Industrial Revolution, the world was 

looked upon as a pre-modern culture, pre-science. Here’s what culture 

believed at large, culture believed this, society believed this, there was an 

ultimate authority, right was right and wrong was wrong. When you did 

wrong, you were wrong and there was a consequence for it and you 

believed in authority. When you didn’t go along with authority, you were a 

rebel and you expected to be punished. You accepted that premise on this, 

by faith, because pre-modern culture was a religious culture, it was a 

culture that put God, it may not have been the right god, but it put God as 

the ultimate authority and He demanded obedience and there was absolute 

truth. The Church did pretty well in that culture and then something 

happened; mankind went through the Industrial Revolution. We call that 

the modern era because of science, and all of sudden culture began to 

shift. It began to shift from a people who believed that the ultimate 

authority was God, and therefore they responded to life by faith, and they 

believed that God was the answer to their problems to we began to shift 

on this kind of society. We no longer operated on the principle of faith; we 

operated on the principle of fact. So we would no longer just believe things 

and accept things because somebody else said them, society said prove it. 

We began to prove the existence of God, and next thing you know society 

began to pull away from the Church. Now watch this, society didn’t pull 

away from authority, society still believed authority, but the ultimate 

authority was now science. Can we be honest? We didn’t react very well 

with that society did we? We just finally got to the point where the Church 

just kind of pulled out and we hunkered down and we started doing our 

own thing. I believe most churches gave up on society. That age is over, 

that age is over.  

Let me tell you what it’s been replaced with, it’s been replaced by what we 

call post-modernism. When you study post-modernism in its entirety, there 

is no ultimate authority. It’s not religious and it’s not scientific. Authority of 

religion and authority of science cannot solve my problems. So this 



generation doesn’t act out of faith and they don’t act based on facts, they 

act based on feelings. The test on what becomes right or wrong is this, my 

experience of it. Here’s the key word in this society, and you had better get 

ready for it, you’ve seen it for years, it’s called tolerance. Because there are 

no absolute truths in this society, what you believe is ok for you is ok for 

you, and what I believe is ok for me is ok for me, therefore you will be 

tolerate to me and I’ll be tolerate to you. As long as we don’t hurt each 

other, we’re both right and no one’s wrong. It’s my experience that 

governs whether I’m right or wrong, are you hearing this?  

Now social media has taken this to the ultimate extreme. I get so tired of 

turning on the news because the news is supposed to be objective and not 

subjective. I start my day watching channel 6, I’m sorry to criticize channel 

6 but they’re the worst at it, I turn my TV on, I’m listening to the news and 

what do they tell me to do? They want me to send in my opinion about 

what I believe about what they’ve just reported! Who cares what 

somebody believes about what was just reported? Here’s what we don’t 

want to see in the Church because what we’re doing there is we’re prizing 

the individual over society! We’re saying to people, it’s not what society 

believes is true, it’s not what the group believes that counts, the only thing 

that counts is what you believe about it, so tell us what you believe so that 

we can be tolerate about the way you see life and how life ought to be 

lived! You say now Bro Ricky you are exaggerating about that, no I’m not! 

That’s why many of us look at the Church the way we look at the Church. 

Church isn’t about me coming together with a group of people to carry 

about an agenda of the kingdom of Heaven is it? Church is about me the 

individual. Church is about is it good for me? The question you never ask is 

am I good for the Church because suddenly we prize the individual over 

the Church, over the body, over the building, over the bride. Do you see it?  

Let me tell you 2 things that’s shaped this in an American culture. You see 

this generation, my generation and your generation; we lived on the 

prosperity at the end of the Industrial Revolution. The Industrial Revolution 

brought something to us that we had never known in America and that 



was the high standard of living, not just for the rich but for the middle 

class; you and I. All of a sudden we could join things that could be about 

us and it wouldn’t be about giving my life to something else like my job 

and my family, so the next thing you know we all wanted to belong to a 

group, a country club, to have a membership where there were privileges, 

and so we joined the country club. When we joined the country club, the 

country club taught us it was all about us, so everything they did was all 

about us, so we had better golf courses, better greens, we had a better 

Pro Shop, and we had better cart sheds. Why…because if we didn’t keep 

up then we might lose you to the country club down the road because 

since this is about you and you’d be looking for a place that’s got better 

everything and then you’d go off there. Membership is about privileges and 

that country club mentality crept into the Church and membership became 

about privileges. Then people go to church and ask this question, “what 

can you do for me, what can this church do for my kids, what does this 

church offer me here”? Am I telling the truth or am I telling the truth? 

What we don’t realize is that instead of us influencing culture, culture has 

influenced us. We’ve got a membership mentality. When there’s a crisis in 

the Church and we all hunker down, who do we say we’re going to take 

care of 1st? We’re going to take care of us 1st! Why…because we’re the 

group that’s in and it’s about membership and it’s about us the Church. 

That’s not what the Bible teaches. Have we got to equip ourselves, have 

we got to train ourselves, have we got to minister to each other? 

Absolutely, but why are we doing that? Not for us, but for the kingdom’s 

sake so that we can be the Church that God wants us to be because we’ve 

been given the keys to the kingdom. If we don’t unlock those doors, 

they’re not going to be unlocked! If we lock the gate in somebody’s face, 

it’s going to be locked for eternity because what we do down here counts 

forever.  

Then lastly, culture has influenced the Church this way. For the 1st time, 

everything in the information age is about the individual and we’re 

bombarded with what we need that we don’t have, that we need to get, 



because if we get it, it could change our life and our life would be better. 

Something happened, there are no mom and pop grocery stores in 

Marshall and Calloway counties anymore are there? They couldn’t compete 

with the superstores could they? Man, you now go into a superstore and 

you find something you didn’t even know you needed! But you’ve got to 

have it because you now know you need it! All of a sudden we became 

consumers in America! Now watch this, we were already taught that 

membership is about privilege, now we’re taught this, the large group, do 

you know who it’s about? It’s about bringing things to me that I need. 

What has the Church suddenly done? Check me out on this, go back and 

find some sermons preached in the 1940’s and 50’s, and do you know what 

they were all about? They were all about God; they were all about 

theology, they were based on the Bible. Turn your TV on when you get 

home, no don’t. You won’t catch Joel Osteen preaching a theological 

sermon about God; he’s going to preach about the pop culture of the need 

of the people in his congregation on that particular day. He’s going to get 

you just enough to depend on him to get you through so you had better 

buy his book, you better follow his website and he’s just an example. 

What’s the Church done today? It’s switched from the glory of God and the 

kingdom of Heaven to the felt needs of the members. Why…because the 

Church is the biggest consumer of spiritual things.  

Here’s what I’m asking you, let’s open up the word of God over the next 

several months. Don’t you get offended by iChurch, that’s not an internet 

Church, that i is lower case, meaning that you and your relationship to the 

Church, you are not bigger than the Church; the Church is bigger than you. 

Yes, the Church has a responsibility to you as a member, but you have a 

responsibility to the church that you are a member of. What we need you 

to do is to connect, to grow, to praise, to care and to multiply. I want you 

to leave here this morning and when you reach into your pocket, I want 

you to remember this, like Peter you’ve been given the keys. You’ve got 

the keys this week to the kingdom of Heaven, let’s be an iChurch in a post-

modernistic society. What does that mean? It means this, because society 



doesn’t respect the group, people are not going to knock the doors on our 

church down to get here because of some new program we come up with. 

Do you know what the #1 influence in people’s lives is going to be? People 

who want to experience it, people who doubt, people who need to see it 

subjectively for themselves; they need to experience it, here’s what God is 

going to do. He’s changing your life and as you go back to work, and you 

go back to school, and you go back into the marketplace, and you go back 

into the recreation places and you live a changed life, here’s what’s going 

to happen. A person who’s making a judgment based on experience and 

whether this works or not, is going to look at you and see that it’s working 

and they’re going to ask you why. When they ask you why, don’t you say 

I’ve been blessed, I’ve got a good family, or I’ve got a good job; you get to 

the core of the reason and that’s because of God and you tell people about 

God and your relationship with Him and your relationship to the Church. 

Let’s bring a culture, one by one back to God, we can do it, we can do it. 

We have no choice, we must do it. 


