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The text we’ll be turning to is John 15, verses 1-17, John chapter 15, 
verses 1-17. We’ll also be spending a lot of time in the end of Galatians 
chapter 5, so let’s go ahead and turn there and we’ll get going. John 
chapter 15 verses 1-17, the words of Jesus, “I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he 
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have 
spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 
me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved 
me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I 
call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I 
have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you. These things I command you, so that you will love one another.”  

We’ve been going, Bro Ricky a few weeks ago, I think at the beginning of 
August, started a series on the importance of the Church. He gave this nice 



introduction on the iPad, and you know the iPod, and how all these 
different things work and then he compared it to the Church. And then 
what we’ve been talking about the last few weeks is the importance of the 
Church, but this tiny i in front of these different things that we’ve been 
discussing, and the tiny i represents us, that we are called to be a part of 
this Church, and that we have this little i, that we hold a role to be part of 
this massive, unbelievable body called the Church, and that we have that 
responsibility. And today we’re going to be talking about our personal 
responsibility to grow. So each and every one of us has a personal 
responsibility for different aspects when it comes to the Church, but we 
also have a personal responsibility with our own personal walk that we 
truly grow in our walk with Christ. Today to really communicate that, I’ve 
come up with a little acronym, it’s a little cheesy but it works for me 
because it always makes me analyze, and think through of really where I 
am spiritually and I call it I want to Grow OLD, I want to grow OLD in my 
faith. Now, when we think about growing old, sometimes it’s not always 
the best feeling we have, ok? Sometimes, you know, I’m just now starting 
to experience some of these things, you know, I look at college ministry, 
and when I was doing this I started about 6 or 7 years ago, I was just 2 or 
3 years removed from just being in college myself and they would almost 
consider me, I was like the college pastor, but I was almost like one of 
them. Now somewhere along the line I woke up one morning and it’s just 
changed! Do you know, I don’t know what happened, I don’t know if it was 
just me completely, I was just losing my hair back then, but just 
completely being bald now, I don’t know if it’s I’m just old, if I’m just out of 
shape? You know, these freshmen come up to me, they say yes sir, no sir, 
I’m like you know, what’s going on, why are you saying this? I had one 
friend that came up to me and he meant this as a compliment, but it was 
like the ultimate insult to me, he came up to me and was like; I just 
wanted you to know something. I was like ok, this is going to be good, and 
he said, “I want you to know that I know that you’re a lot older than us, 
but you sure don’t act like it”. I mean that was like the ultimate insult! He 
was trying to say I can relate well to you but no! I mean I’m not that much 
older than you and then too, I don’t want to act like I’m an immature 
college student, no, I don’t want any of that, you know? You know, it’s just 
not fun when we really think about growing older, but if we’re not careful 
we can fall into that same trap. Now we can be exactly the compliment 
that he meant for me, I thought it was a dig towards me a little bit, but it 



can be the same way towards us. We can be in this faith and in this Church 
for years and people look at us and think that we are supposed to be really 
mature, but yet at the same time, our heart and the fruit that we produce 
in our life, we can still act like we’re really young in our faith.  

Where are you right now, how are you growing in your walk with Christ? I 
once had a professor ask me, I was struggling with sin and just thinking 
through my life in Christ and he asked me, he said, “ok I want you to stop 
right now and I want you to think about from where you are today and 
where were you last year, how have you grown? How have you done”?  
You know, we look at all of these different things in our life, we look at our 
balance sheet, we look at our job, we look at our family and we try to track 
growth, but when was the last time we just sat down and thought about 
how we are growing in the Lord? How are we doing it? Sometimes when 
we have someone coming to Christ it’s really easy to see growth. We see 
someone cut out the booze, we see someone cut out the language, we see 
someone cut out the sexual immorality and we see someone in church all 
of the time and we see them doing all of these different things and it’s just 
really easy to see growth. But you’ve been doing this for 5, 10, 15, 20, 30, 
40 years of being a Christian, how do you still look to see how you are 
growing, how are you growing? I think my acronym will really give us some 
questions to ask to really analysis our growth right now. No matter 
whether you’ve been a Christian for a week, a day, or 50 years, I think this 
acronym is basic, but it’s always good to be thinking through it. The 
acronym stands for O is the obedience, the L is for love and loving others, 
and the D is for doctrine. I think those 3 things we need to be thinking 
about.  

So the 1st one when we take a look at this text, Jesus has several “I am” 
statements and this is the last one in the gospel of John. He comes across 
this and then He’s really talking about what it means to be connected to 
Him and growing to Him. Now when we take a look at this time period, we 
have some different groups and they’re measuring their growth by a 
different standard of comparing to how Jesus is growing His. Now, and we 
can fall in these same traps as these 4 groups, the 1st group we have going 
on right now is the Pharisees. The Pharisees were this group of people that 
basically said that growth is going to be measured on a bunch of dos and 
don’ts. They were taking the law and saying ok, we’re going to do this 



here, and we’re not going to do this here, and they had all of these 
guidelines. And then so basically the moral laws you’re following, the  
moral rules you’re following, the more you’re doing this and not doing this, 
the more mature you’ll be. And we can fall into that can’t we? It’s that we 
can sit there and start comparing ourselves to others. Well, we’re doing 
this, this and this, and we’re not doing this, this and this and we look at 
this other person, they’re still doing this, they haven’t arrived where we are 
right now and it’s all based on works of what we’re doing and what we’re 
not doing, that’s one thought. Another thought would be the Sadducees, 
and maybe I’m stretching this a little bit, but the Sadducees we’re very 
engaged with the culture, they wanted to be modern, and we can have this 
same trap can’t we? It’s where we want to be modern, we want to be up-
to-date, we want to be trendy with the latest author, with the latest this, 
and the latest that, and the people that aren’t with us yet, they haven’t 
caught up to the latest style or whatever it might be, they really haven’t 
engaged the world and what’s going on and what’s trendy, then they’re not 
really where we are spiritually and we can judge our growth by that. We’ve 
got the Essenes, and the Essenes are a group of people that believe that 
the best way to really grow is just totally, completely pull out of culture. So 
this group would say if we’re going to grow, we’re just going to pull out. 
And you know we can fall into that, is that we measure our growth by how 
we’re really not a part of the world, you know we don’t listen to music, we 
don’t have a TV, we don’t go to movies, and we don’t do these things. We 
do all of these different things and we can have this whole long list of all 
these different things and at the same time and we look at someone else 
that might be doing these things, and here again since we’ve pulled out of 
the world and not engaging the world and not a part of these sinful 
activities, then we’re really growing. And the 4th group is, is the Zealots, 
they truly believe true growth would occur with the Church if political 
revolution would occur. That if we get the right political figures in office, 
then the world would be saved, and then the world would be taken care of. 
We can fall into this, is that we can believe because we’re a part of this 
party here, or we’re of this party, then you know, we’re really mature in 
our faith and if someone’s not agreeing with us then they’re not there yet. 
And we can sit there and think about it, and I promise you this, that’ll be if 
you listen to the media, that whoever we elect as president in the year to 
come, whatever side it might be, that person will be almost like a Messiah- 
figure, that we'll believe and whatever side you’re on, will believe they will 



save the day. Now, all of those things, they have some points, you know 
you need to think about religious convictions, you need to think about how 
to deal with the world issues, you need to think about having a worldview 
of how to engage all different types of issues whether it be social, political, 
whatever it might be. But Jesus is calling all of these groups out, He’s not 
concerned, the reason He’s calling all of them out is not because of what 
they’re saying or doing, that’s some of it, but they’re dealing with the 
external and not the internal. That when you take a look at what Jesus is 
communicating here, He is going right at the heart. 2 people can be doing 
2 things and they both look really good, but with 1 when you look in their 
heart, it’s totally different from the other person. Where is your heart? Do 
you truly have a heart that’s growing in obedience to the Lord?  

Next question is how do you grow in obedience, what does that look like?  
Ok well, we take a look at this passage and Jesus talks about pruning and 
He talks about pruning in order to bear more fruit, and so the process here 
is, is that Jesus is wanting us to repent of sin, turn away from sin and at 
the same time, bear more fruit. So, next question is, what does it mean to 
bear more fruit, now I say what does it mean to bear fruit and you’ve got a 
list of all of these different things. But one example we do have is, is if 
someone’s bearing fruit, what are they living by? They’re living under the 
power of the Holy Spirit right? So the living by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
when we turn to Galatians, what’s the power of the Holy Spirit? Well, 
Galatians 5:22 and 23, it’s love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
gentleness, faithfulness and self-control. So one of the best ways to really 
analysis whether you’re really growing, I believe this, is where is your heart 
when it is concerning the fruits? If I asked your wife or your husband, if I 
asked your children, if I asked your fellow co-workers, if I asked your 
friends, have they seen growth in you, and the way you love them, and the 
joy that you have going about on a day-to-day activities? Do they see 
peace in you, even when the storms of life hit, when you’re driving down 
the road, do they see patience? Do your children see kindness and 
goodness and gentleness?  Do your friends see more and more faithfulness 
out of you? Do people at the golf course see self-control? Do they see 
those things, are those things growing in your life? You know, we can look 
at all those big things of what we used to do, but I think this is where it 
gets so tough, but so good, I’m just going to be absolutely honest, call me 
out and you can deal with me later, but if I really look at my heart, boy I 



see that I want to grow in all of those areas, but I can see that I can be 
lacking in all of those areas as well. I see that I don’t have nearly enough 
joy from the Lord, I don’t have nearly enough self-control, not nearly 
enough patience, and when I really look at my heart, I can see sin and 
where I’m lacking in all those areas. Now you might not see it but if you 
really look within my heart, everything that I do, there can be pure motives 
and impure motives where I’m looking for those fruits from the world 
instead of the Word of God.  

So how does this process work? Now I’m going to confess, I was practicing 
this sermon and I totally lost track of time this morning, and I had some 
glasses and I don’t have these glasses so I’m going to get them after this 
service, but you’re going to be robbed of this, so just imagine I’ve got 3 
clear drinking glasses ok? Imagine this 1st glass is you, ok, and this 1st 
glass is filled with dirt or whatever it might be. You are trying to get filled 
and you’ve come to Christ, but the problem is this glass is still filled with 
dirt and what does that dirt represent? It represents sin, it represents your 
baggage, it represents these scars, all these different things of this lifestyle 
that you had before Christ, all the sin that’s still just going around this cup, 
ok, it’s this dark, nasty substance.  So here’s the situation, is so what does 
Christ want to do? As you grow, He wants us to go deeper and deeper and 
deeper within you, and He wants to pour and He wants to take that cup 
and He wants to flip it, and He wants to start dumping out all of that 
garbage. Now here’s the deal, that pruning can be difficult, now why is it 
difficult? Now if we flip out and we flip that cup over, and then we flip it 
back, what’s the problem with that cup? It’s empty right, it’s empty. So 
what’s the issue with it being empty? Is that if it’s being empty, and this is 
why even when we repent of sin that we still have a struggle to go back to 
it, why do we have a struggle to go back to it? It’s because even though 
that sin has caused devastation and destruction, maybe for just a short 
moment, it provided some of the fruits of the Spirit. Maybe it provided a 
little bit of love, maybe it provided a little bit of intimacy that we so 
desperately want, so here we are with this empty cup and we’re just dying 
to go back to the sin, we’ve repented of it, we’ve turned away from it and 
we know we’re not supposed to go back to it but for some odd reason 
we’re just craving to go back to it. I deal with this with men struggling with 
sexual lust, that they can repent, that they can turn away from the sin, 
they can repent, they can get rid of the cable stations, they can get rid of 



the internet, they can battle the thoughts but for some reason the battle is 
still going on. They think what’s wrong with me, but maybe just maybe 
they’re lacking some fruit. Maybe deep down in that sin, not only do they 
need to repent of it, but they need to analysis their heart and see what is 
lacking. Is love lacking, is joy lacking, is peace lacking, what is not only 
what are they doing, but why are they doing it? What do they believe that 
sin will give them? But see we start on understanding that that sin is a 
longing, every single sin that we want is a longing for those fruits, and we 
start replacing that sin and then we put that cup and then we fill it with a 
richer substance, maybe just pure water. Then all of a sudden what’s the 
result? It becomes more refreshing, and then the more we fill ourselves 
with the Holy Spirit, we start tasting and seeing how good God is, and 
what’s the result of that? We start turning away from that sin and then we 
have a life change that all of a sudden we’re so filled, this cup is now 
overflowing with water and the result of that is, is just experiencing the 
fruits, and haven’t you been there? You sit there and think about those 
times in your life where you’re just radically praying, radically getting in the 
Word, just giving it all up for Christ, serving and sharing for Him in just a 
radical way, have you been there? What’s that like? I mean the result is 
that there is just fruit going everywhere! Just so much love, so much joy, 
so much peace, and frankly the thought of sinning just disgust you! So the 
result is that’s what we want, we want to be constantly filling our cup up 
with the Spirit in a way where it’s just overflowing. But see everything in 
the world today, as soon as you walk out that door and as soon as you get 
in your car, no matter who you might be, no matter where you go, the 
world wants to rob you of the joy of truly being in the Spirit, and they’re 
going to give you lie after lie after lie and it’s going to want to stunt your 
growth. It’s going to rob you of the joy that Christ can give. The question 
is do you believe it? Because here’s the situation, it’s that every single one 
of us want to strive for happiness, we want to strive for joy, it’s just a 
matter of where are you going to get it? Are you going to get it from the 
world and continue to stunt your growth, or are you going to repent and 
really go deep down in the heart, and in my heart dealing with some of 
those sinful issues? But just like a doctor going in that heart surgery, it 
might hurt, but the healing process is so, so sweet and oh so good. You 
see when we truly start getting healed, it leads into the 2nd letter; it leads 
into L. 



                If you really want obedience, we have to increase our desire to truly love 
God and love others. What does this passage talk about? It talks about, 
let’s turn to verse 8, “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have 
I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be full.” You see here’s the result, if we’re truly 
obedient, if we’re truly following the commandments of Christ, it should 
lead in a lifestyle of truly just wanting to be with God. You know, right now 
in your growing, has your desire to be with God increased? Can you go 
back last year to this year, and see that you have more of a desire to be 
with God? Have you fallen in love with Him?  

                Brandy and I pray a lot and we try to use words for God to increase our 
love, we pray that we would be intoxicated in love with God. We pray that 
we be drunk, not alcohol, but drunk, just drunk in love with God, just 
overflowing, absolutely madly, deeply in love with God. Now let me tell you 
where we can fall into a trap on this. We can believe that there’s a spiritual 
and secular divide. What I mean by that is we do this, this, and this, and 
these things are spiritual, so right now we’re spiritual. Having our quiet 
time, we’re spiritual, listening to praise and worship driving down the road, 
we’re spiritual but then we can divide it, have this big line and say these 
things are secular, God’s really not involved in our work, God’s really not 
involved at the dinner table, God’s not really here when we’re doing all of 
these different things; that’s a lie. You see when we’re truly in love with 
God, we want God with us everywhere we go and God is a part with us, 
and He is everywhere, He just doesn’t disappear. God is with us when we 
go to work, God is with us at the lunch table, God is with us when we’re 
with the family, God is with us at the ballgame, God is with us at Wal-Mart 
and it should not be a burden, it should be a joy. Have you tasted and 
seen how good the love of the Father is? Christ loving the Father, the 
Father loving Christ and they want you to be a part of it! I mean do you 
get the love that They have? Why can we say Christianity is the only faith 
that we can say God truly is love, why? Because we have a God that has 
been loving forever, God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit have 
been loving each other forever and They want us to be part of that. A love 
that has no sin, no disease, it’s just completely pure and They want us to 



experience that. Now what does that mean? It means, (now some of us 
could just beat ourselves up because we’re so busy with kids) we’re so 
busy with job and family that we don’t really have time to get into the 
Word like we want, what God wants is, He just doesn’t want a bit of your 
time, He wants all of your time and there would be this constant 
communication going on. So what does this look like?  

                Now, I’m trying to think of an illustration for this, I’m sitting there thinking 
about I’ve been married, and a lot of you didn’t think that would ever 
happen, but it did happen, and I’ve been loving it, and enjoying it, and the 
more I’m with Brandy the more I love her. You know it’s not more of a 
burden; it’s more of a delight, ok? And you know if you look at our days, 
and sometimes we get a lot of time together, sometimes life can be really, 
really busy and we don’t get as much time as we would like, but you know 
what, the more we’re in love with each other, the more we communicate, 
it’s just constant communication. Now what does that look like? Sometimes 
we’ll both come home and we’ll have the night where we can sit down and 
eat supper and enjoy having a lot of time together. Sometimes, like I was 
gone to Louisville this past week, you know we still had communication. 
We talked in the morning and when we had breaks we would text message 
each other. At night at the end of the day when we were both done with 
our activities we would call each other. Every night before we went to bed 
we would call each other, you know? You know we didn’t have this big 
massive time like we may have liked, but then there was still a lot of 
communication going on throughout the whole day. What’s the point? The 
point is, is that God wants you to be constantly communicating with Him, 
and it should become a delight. Now what this looks like is that when you 
wake up in the mornings; put on that sermon, think about that verse, pray 
while you’re praying in the shower. Do you know what, not only can you 
do that, you can, (some of you probably have at least 10 or 15 minute 
drive) I mean you go down to Nashville; you spend the entire time praying. 
Use that time when you’re praying, not only when you drive to work, 
you’ve got when you’re coming back from work. And you sit there and 
think about all of these little breaks when you’re praying and just thinking 
about God. And then not only that, when you come home at night, there’s 
probably just maybe just 5 or 10, 15 minutes right before you go to bed 
where you can just pray and you know, I’ll be honest, like sometimes like 
when I’m full of energy all of the time, but then if you’ve ever been at my 



house right before I’m getting really tired, I read about 2 to 3 pages and 
then once I lay down, I’m just gone, completely gone. When my body 
shuts off, it’s done, but do you know what? I get 2 or 3 pages in, and 2 or 
3 or 4, 5 pages that slowly but surely at the end of the week, I’ve read 40 
or 50 pages maybe, depending on how many pages I’ve got. What’s the 
point? It’s that there is communication, you can have communication going 
on and 5 or 10 minutes here, 5 or 10 minutes there, 5 or 10 minutes there, 
the next thing you know you’ve had an hour or hour and a half of calling 
out to God and the result of that constant communication, it spurs you on. 
It spurs you on to love others. Sometimes when I have a big meeting or 
something going on, I get a text or note from Brandy right before the big 
meeting, what does it do? It sort of spurs me on, now what’s the point? 
It’s that sometimes maybe you’re going in there and dealing with 
somebody that’s difficult to deal with, and you sit there and that verse 
pops up in your mind, what’s the result? The result is that when you’re in 
constant communication with God, and when you’re thinking about 
experiencing His love, it just overflows in how you treat others. When you 
get out of that car and you go to the workforce, when you get out of the 
car and deal a family member, you get convicted and you’re like I want to 
love these people because I’ve experienced the love of God, this holy love, 
there’s nothing better! I have so much love and joy and peace, oh I just 
can’t help but love others! I don’t care what you think; I don’t care if you 
think I’m crazy, I just want to love you! I’ve experienced the love of God, 
there’s nothing better! Now the question is, not only are you more 
obedient, are the fruits taking you over to such an extent that it’s 
transforming you’re relationships, that you’re so in love with God that it’s 
transforming the way that you communicate with other people! Do people 
see the way that you love them? Let me be honest, now how do you truly 
gage this?  

                You know one of the things I look at the gospels; you know Jesus just 
loves all types, just everybody! I mean He’ll do a miracle here, He’ll do a 
miracle there and it’s not just, ok well you’re a part of this group so I’m 
going to do it and you’re not, no, it’s just who cares? If they had faith, 
they’d come to Him, no matter how bad or how ugly, or how nasty, or how 
wretched, they come to Him crying out, seems like He works every time, 
and then it seems like that happens! I think that’s the same way with us, 
it’s one thing, (and this is where I think it really comes to a heart check) 



you know someone comes into your business or your employment and says 
guess what, I’m going to invest in your company. No matter how wretched 
and how bad and how mean they’d be, they said right here it’s going to be 
a million dollar check; I’m just going to give it to you. Now this person 
could be the scum of the Earth, how are you treating them? They just gave 
you a million dollars, saying I believe in your business; how are you 
treating them? Somehow, I don’t care how wretched they are, I’ve just got 
a feeling and you could lie to me if you want, but I’ve got a feeling you’re 
going to put on a smile. They could be almost the devil himself and you 
would just doggone nearly be excited because you had this million dollar 
check. There’s not really the motivation, it’s not geared toward the gospel; 
it’s geared towards how they’ve affected you! It’s easy to love somebody 
that loves you, it’s easy to love the easy people that you connect with, but 
somewhere it’s truly growing to love the unlovable. How are you doing in 
dealing with loving your enemies right now? How do you respond? How do 
you respond to dealing with loving the unlovable? One of the things I really 
look at, someone came up to me in the college ministry and said you know 
if we just go after the athletes and the most popular kids, it would make 
sense if you catch them on fire for the Lord, our ministry would take off. I 
immediately called the person out, we are not going to have a ministry 
based on natural gifts, and natural talents, and natural abilities and make it 
a popularity contest. We are called to love all types, and one of the most 
powerful ways of the gospel and one of the most exciting things I see with 
students is not necessarily when they can quote confessions and quote the 
5 points of Calvinism and do all of these things, those kids that can do 
that, it’s great and I’m glad that they’re learning but at the same time their 
hearts can be cold. Do you know when I get really excited and I see real 
maturity? It’s when I have a kid leave his group, leave maybe the girl he 
has a crush on, leave some of his friends or fraternity brothers and then 
get up, get out of his chair and go over and talk to the kid that’s all by 
himself. The kid that’s a little socially awkward, a little socially different. 
He’s not going to gain any notoriety by talking to this kid, but just because 
he’s experienced the love of God, just because he has known and 
understood what Jesus has done, he knows his condition without God, he 
knows without the cross he is wretched, he knows without the cross he is 
awkward, he knows without the cross he is uncomfortable, he knows 
without the cross he is absolutely helpless, he has seen the seriousness of 
the sin, he has grasped but yet at the same time he understands that God 



still has forgiven him. God still loves him and he’s experienced that love, 
he’s experienced that life change and he sees the helpless and he just 
wants to display mercy, he wants to go help. He wants to include, he 
knows his condition and he knows he is absolutely, in the sight of God, no 
different from this other student. That is true maturity.  

                 How do you handle it when someone at work or someone at family, just 
gives you that blow, it just gets under your skin, how do you deal with 
that? But you’ve got to remember and you go back again to the cross, of 
thinking about, I mean just sit there and think about so many times where 
I can love so many people, but if you make a jab at me, oh I just get my 
blood boiling at certain things. People just know the right things to get 
under my skin, but how do I respond, do I still love my enemies? That’s 
true growth, that’s true maturity. How are you handling loving the 
awkward, how are you handling loving your enemies, how are you 
handling doing it? I think this leads to the 3rd point.  

                        Doctrine, doctrine, the obedience and love, are you growing in obedience? 
Are you growing in loving God and loving others? Ultimately these 2 things 
in growing old together are ultimately motivated by doctrine. I was 
listening to a question and answer session and I think there was a few well 
renowned preachers, I think there was Matt Chandler and Mark Driscoll 
and RC Sproul and here you had some of these young pastors, Chandler 
and Driscoll and there was one I can’t even say his name, and there were 
3 of these guys and there’s RC Sproul who’s been doing this forever. They 
were talking about some of these like they’ve got these young students 
that a time they can start grasping theology, but yet be arrogant with 
they’re theology, and like how do you handle this? And then RC Sproul’s 
point was, he said if they truly understand their theology, if they truly 
understand their doctrine, they won’t be that way. The problem is they 
truly haven’t grasped the doctrine they’re fighting for and claiming for. 
What’s the point? The point is that if we truly believe these truths about 
the doctrine, about how Ricky has been preaching and teaching on Romans 
for many years now, to transform the way that we live. Is Scripture coming 
to life, and really affecting you in a way that’s changing you; that you can 
point back to this verse and show how it’s changed your life, you can point 
to this verse and it’s changed your life? You see Scripture just doesn’t need 
to be something where we have this quiet time and we don’t think about it 



the rest of the day, it needs to take hold of us. At the end of this passage, 
what does Jesus say? That He has instructed us with everything that the 
Father has, what does He say? “But I’ve called you friends, for all that I 
have heard from my Father, I have made known to you.” Jesus has given 
this doctrine, He has given this truth, now what do we do with it and how 
is that changing our lives? That we impact the Church, that we impact the 
world, that we represent Hardin well; is doctrine truly changing your life? 
Can you look back over this last year in your life and see how that you’ve 
studied the Word of God in such a way, how it’s convicted you of sin, 
pruned you of sin and led you into being more obedient and more loving in 
your walk with Christ? Now, let’s give a practical example, this is a real life 
practical example, the preacher’s going to confess sin and deal with 
everything right in front of you. I was thinking about one of the fruits of 
the Spirit, self-control, alright? Now maybe I’m the only, no I’m not the 
only one, I’m not going to play that game, I guarantee every single one of 
us has had a moment in time where when it comes to self-control, we’ve 
lost it, we’ve been absolutely out of control. Sometimes, when anger and 
frustration hits we can take a step back and like sometimes there are 
serious things going on, ok that can cause a big response; make no bones 
about that. But sometimes when we just take a step back from the 
situation and think ok, what just happened there? What did I just do, why 
did I get so upset, you’re like, and then you tell one of your friends ok, why 
are you so upset because this happened, it’s just sort of embarrassing, 
have you ever been there? I mean I’ve been there. I mean, I was thinking 
about I’m a fierce competitor and I love 2 sports, I love basketball and I 
love golf and I feel like these 2 sports that I love have made an idiot out of 
myself several times. And it was about 4, 5, 6 years ago and I had this 
competition with my dad about where you had to play each other so many 
times in golf throughout the summer. Back then, I’m not playing hardly any 
golf now, but back then I was playing a lot, and I’m sitting there and we’re 
having the 9th or 10th time we’ve played this summer and I’ve beaten him 
like a drum, like 7 or 8 times in a row, I mean just, man that was a good 
summer. But here’s what we sort of did, we had this competition, we’re big 
basketball fans as well, and so if you ever know about NCAA basketball, 
they have these different tournaments that go on all year long, they’ve got 
like the Maui Invitation, like these pre-season tournaments, right? So it 
would get the season warmed up, and then they would have like the 
conference regular season, and then they would have like this, like the 



conference tournament, but the tournament of all tournaments, you know 
no matter if you win all of those tournaments what really counts? If you’re 
a basketball fan you know this, it’s the NCAA final 4 tournament, so we 
would have all these golf competitions and so no matter when we do this, 
the last one was the NCAA tournament. Ok, so it would be sort of like I 
won the Maui Invitational, I won the conference regular season, I’ve won 
the conference tournament, but I know this last one, this is where no 
matter if I’ve beat him every single time and I wish I did, this last one was 
when it counted. For some reason my dad, he just stepped up and he 
started having the round of his life and I started struggling a little bit. I’m 
thinking there’s no way, there’s no way and I’m fighting for my life and 
here I am telling about this time in my life, I’m going to be going to 
seminary and the town wants to be proud of me because I’m going to be a 
preacher and all of these different things and I’m on a public golf course, 
my hometown, and we’re on the 9th hole, you can see the clubhouse, and 
we’re going down there and then all of a sudden it comes down to it’s a 
pro shot, I have into this green and I’m sitting there and I take my swing 
and I’m thinking about if I don’t hit this shot, well I’m going to hear about 
it for the next 9 months about how my dad beat me. He is going to tell the 
office, he’s going to tell the golf course, he’s going to tell the family, he’s 
going to be obnoxious with it, I’m just sitting there thinking about this, 
alright just take the swing and I hit it and the next thing you know that 
ball’s going right into the water. And then here I am sitting and thinking 
about what just happened, that I’m going to have to listen to him talk 
about how he beat me the last time we played, for the next year. You 
know he’s still talking about it to this day! Next thing you know, I just 
gripped that club and I get so mad, I know what’s coming, I just let it 
launch! Now that’s not like a good pastor, ok? And so here I am and I’m 
just like ah, I can’t believe that he’s going to beat me! I just let the anger 
just literally just, lose control and I let that thing launch! What just 
happened! Here I am trying to be this godly man and I completely lose 
control on the golf course. Maybe no one’s ever experienced that before 
and maybe I’m just sinful, I don’t know but it just happened! I look back, 
I’m like, what in the world did I just do! I just lost complete control! You 
know what I think we can do the same thing with marriages, with friends, 
family members, that something can happen and we just lose complete 
control. Instead of having that self-control, being led by the Spirit, that we 
can lose complete control. Now what does this all have to do with the talk? 



It’s because this applies the OLD acronym. Then we start going to the 
Scripture, and we’ve got to be convicted that we want to be obedient. We 
love God and we want to change, we love others and want to represent 
Him well, we want to change. So what do we do? We want to be obedient, 
we want to be led by the Spirit, we want to love God, we want to love 
others and so we go to the doctrine. The verse I thought of is what I’ve 
been meditating on lately is, “Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit 
the Earth”. Then we start thinking about it and start meditating it, thinking 
about this verse and how it applies to the situations where you lose control 
in the home, you’re losing control at work, you really want to be led by the 
Spirit. How does it affect those things? The result is, is that you start 
thinking about what meek means, and you start thinking about how this 
word basically means that you’re humble. What does it mean to be 
humble? It basically means that you have a right, you know your position 
in Christ, and you know that you’re worthless and helpless without Christ 
but you know who you are in Christ. You’re not just slouching your 
shoulders because you’re trying to be or having a false humility, you know 
what having humility is, you know what you are without Christ and you 
know who you are in Christ. So you start walking with Him, thinking about 
that, but this humility, the 2nd part of meek basically not only means that 
you’re humble, but that you have a self-control and a way to really look at 
this word is sort of like a wild animal. Then all this energy, all this 
excitement, all this passion and you tame it, and you tame it in such a way 
with all this energy that’s directed in the right way, it’s not going the wrong 
way, it’s going the right way. So you have this person that knows their 
position in Christ and has this energy and excitement about life but it’s 
directed towards Him. So when the situation comes where at 1st of the hits, 
your able not to lose control, you’re able to have self-control. Now why are 
you able to have self-control? By knowing who you are, by knowing who 
your God is, by meditating and thinking about the cross, about the 
resurrection, about how He has changed your life and about how He has 
done all of these different things, not only from a past standpoint, not only 
from a present standpoint, it leads into this life of humility, it leads into this 
life of self-control, why, because you know what you’re going to have when 
Christ comes back. What does He say you’re going to have? You’re going 
to have the Earth! You’re going to have everything here, it’s only going to 
be better without the curse of sin, without disease, without death, it’s all 
gone! You take it away for a little bit, so what, I’m just getting it back in a 



few years! Christ is coming back right? Do we really believe that, are we 
really overwhelmed with that? You sit there and think about like a little kid 
and you sit there and you can take his toy away and he can ball and he 
can go crazy because he’s just lost his favorite toy. But if that kid can just 
take a step back and realize what’s going on, the result is, is that he has 
parents that love him, even if the toy’s gone, they’re just going to buy him 
a new one and they’re going to continue to shower him with gifts and love 
that he can’t even imagine. But that 2 year old mind just can’t understand 
that, he just can’t grasp that. Sometimes when we’re not living in the 
Spirit, we truly haven’t grasped the truth, we haven’t grasped the doctrine, 
but when that doctrine takes over our lives and we truly believe in it, we 
just don’t read it, we just don’t think about it, we meditate on ,it, we 
murmur on it, it just consumes us that the Spirit is in control in such a way 
that no matter what happens, our happiness is not based on temporal 
circumstances, it’s going to be based on the true living God! And we start 
thinking about who the true living God is, no matter what comes our way, 
we can have a love and joy the world does not understand! No matter 
what trials comes our way that we could rejoice, saying we know who our 
God is, we know what He has done for us, we know what He is doing for 
us and we know what He will do for us! Take it all away, He’s coming back 
and He’s coming back in such a way that He inheritance through being 
with Him, an inheritance that we don’t deserve, what are we losing control 
about, come on this is good, amen? This is what we worship and live for, 
these things we just can’t be mundane about! If we’re truly growing, the 
passion and excitement for the Lord shouldn’t decrease, we shouldn’t just 
become comfortable where we are, we should rejoice that this doctrine 
takes over; we’re having more love, more joy, and more peace in 
everything that we do! Where are you right now? I don’t care where you 
are, we need to examine, if you’re going to be a part of this church, we 
need to examine where we are, take time. Is your life, really governed by 
the Holy Spirit? Can this church and can this community tell it by the way 
you love God, and by the way you love others, and is that being motivated 
by the doctrine that you’re holding onto, of knowing a true and holy and 
righteous God that died on a cross for your sins? 


