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Lighting of the Advent Wreath (Bro Kory) 

Yesterday morning Crider, Finley, and I were especially excited because we 

were at Memish and Papaw’s house and we woke up early and opened our 

presents. After we opened our presents and played with them a little bit, 

we did our family tradition which is to light the Advent Wreath. It was just 

a really cool time where my dad was in the middle getting ready to light 

the wreath. All of the adults were lined up on the couches observing. I 

noticed that being on the couch was not enough for Crider. He wanted a 

front row view of the candle lighting because he knew we were going to 

light the Christ candle. So he got down at the table as close as possible as 

he could get without getting burned. This morning I thought it would be 

really neat as a Church family, if we could have all of the children to come 

up on the stage and get as close to the Advent wreath as possible.   

(Bro Kory reminds us of the candle of Prophesy, the candle of Redemption, 

the candle of Reconciliation, and the candle of Fulfillment, and what they 

stand for: Prophesy of the birth of Jesus; Redemption for our sins; 

Reconciliation to the Father; Fulfillment of the Old Testament  Prophesies, 

and salvation for us.) 

This morning we will light the center candle. The one that is taller than all 

of the rest and white in purity is the Christ candle. (Candle lighting as we 

sing Happy Birthday to Jesus) In order for the kids to remember the Christ 

candle and who He is, we are going to give them a candy cane. (Bro Kory 

explains to the kids about the meaning of a candy cane). Now it was said 

in 1780 that it was actually a choir master who actually came up with the 



candy cane to give to the children during the live nativity service because it 

was rather long. He discovered that a candy cane was a good way to get 

children to pay attention for an extended period of time. It also reminds us 

of Jesus. When you hold it upside-down it makes the letter “J” to remind of 

Jesus. The white color reminds us of the purity of Jesus. He led a perfect 

life and He was tempted just like us, though He never gave into sin. The 

red color reminds us of His blood. Jesus, as the perfect sacrifice, shed His 

blood for us to save us. When you turn the candy cane right side up, it 

looks like a shepherd’s staff. Jesus said, “I am the good Shepherd, and the 

good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep”. Let us remember that 

Jesus is our good Shepherd who loves us and cares for us. 

Introduction: Nativity (Bro Ricky)  

The past 4 Sundays we have anticipated the birth of Jesus Christ. We have 

looked at the light, the tree, the gift, and the feast of Christmas. This 

morning we want to turn our attention to the Nativity of Christmas, as we 

just witnessed Kory and the children light the Christ candle. One of our 

traditions in our home, probably in yours too, is when we are in the attic 

getting out the lights, the tree, and all of the decorations, and then we 

finally find the nativity set. Now in our home we have 3. One is from 

Fisher-Price. It has a little angel on top that you press and it plays a 

Christmas song. The 1st two years of Crider’s life, it was his favorite nativity 

scene in our home. When you would push the angel and it would begin to 

sing, Crider would actually begin to dance, which caused us to believe he 

would not be Baptist! Then we have the Precious Moments nativity set. We 

keep that extended from little hands. I think Celisa and I would both agree 

though that our favorite nativity set is the one that we purchased at the 

Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem in 1980, when you allowed us to go to 

Israel and study. We pull out that nativity set to begin to focus our 

attention on the birth of Jesus Christ. Celisa and I still argue exactly where 

the wise men are going to be. We know there has to a certain amount of 

distance from the manger because it is going to be a year or 2 later before 

the wise men will actually arrive in Bethlehem. She puts them way too 



close for Bro Ricky; she puts them at about 2 months out! I love nativity 

sets. Not just the ones indoors, but the ones outdoors. Do you not love this 

time of year when you can drive down the roads and families actually have 

nativity scenes in their front yard, and churches have them on their lawns? 

You can go to city parks. I can recommend the one in Nashville, TN at the 

Opryland Hotel. It is absolutely unbelievable!  

One of my favorite stories is of a nativity scene that was on the front lawn 

of a church in a rather large city. The pastor lived right across the road 

from the church, and the set had been up for 4 weeks. On Christmas 

morning, when the pastor looked out from his study during his final 

preparation of the message, baby Jesus was gone. He made a quick 

sashay around the church property and could not find baby Jesus 

anywhere. He called a local policeman who happened to be a member of 

his church, and he reported the burglary. It just so happened that that 

church member was in the vicinity of the neighborhood as he was on duty 

that morning, so he began to patrol the streets looking for baby Jesus. 3 ½ 

blocks from the church, he found baby Jesus. Little Johnny had a red 

wagon tied to his bicycle and baby Jesus was in that red wagon, and he 

was pulling him through the neighborhood. The policeman knew little 

Johnny because he was always doing something mischievous. He turned 

on his lights and pulled little Johnny over. When he got out of his car, he 

asked Johnny what in the world he was doing with baby Jesus in the back 

of that red wagon. Little Johnny said without hesitation, “I told Jesus that if 

he would get me a red wagon for Christmas I would give Him a ride in it, 

and I am giving Him a ride!” 

Traditional Nativity 

We know that a nativity by definition means “the time, the place, and 

circumstances of one’s birth”. So traditionally when we think about the 

nativity of Christmas, we know we are talking about the time, place and 

circumstances of the birth of Christ. I think we all see the 3 main 

characters: Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus in a manger. We might possibly 



see an angel, maybe a few shepherds, a little stable or cave, some sheep, 

some oxen, perhaps a donkey. If you are not from Hardin Baptist Church, 

you have 3 wise men, and camels. If you are from Hardin, and biblically 

correct, you have them traveling on the way to the nativity set. That is 

exactly what Matthew and Luke present. But did you know that there was 

actually something else going on at the same time that is often 

overlooked? You see, when you think of Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus 

lying in a manger, you are getting the traditional, physical view of the 

nativity from a human viewpoint. But let us see what else was going on. 

Open your Bibles to Revelation chapter 12 this morning. I want all of you 

children to listen because we are going to see the nativity from a different 

perspective, a heavenly perspective.  

Scripture 

“And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 

moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant 

and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. And another 

sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten 

horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars 

of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman 

who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 

She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 

iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, and the woman fled 

into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be 

nourished for 1,260 days. Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels 

fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he 

was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the 

great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and 

Satan, the deceiver of the whole world--he was thrown down to the earth, and his 

angels were thrown down with him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 

"Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 

of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, 

who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered him 

by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not 



their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in 

them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in 

great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!" 

Nativity from Heaven’s Perspective 

Wow! I had this thought this week. You realize as you attend Hardin 

Baptist Church that we have one of the prime locations in the county. We 

are strategically located in the suburbs of Hardin, KY, on highway 641 

between Murray to Benton. We are on the side of the road, but as long as 

I have been here, we have never had a nativity scene! So here is what I 

want to propose to the church. Let us pray over this. How about next year, 

out on our front lawn, we have a nativity set. But instead of having the 

traditional human view from earth’s perspective, how about we take 

heaven’s perspective. Why not have a nativity set that symbolizes the true 

meaning of Christmas?  

Apocalyptic Literature 

Here is what it would look like. Now you have to remember that John is 

using a type of literature that is known as apocalyptic literature. 

Apocalyptic literature was a literature in a language of signs and symbols 

where things were highly exaggerated to prove a point. This type of 

literature is not used today; it was only used from 200 BC to 100 AD, about 

300 years, in a time of persecution. Those persecuted were trying to send 

comfort to one another. They would code their message, they would sign 

the message, and they would symbolize the message.  

The closest thing we have to this today is similar to a political cartoon. I 

love political cartoons. They highly exaggerate the characters. There are 

certain symbols that represent things that you and I know about. For 

example, in political cartoons the United States is usually symbolized with 

an eagle, or with Uncle Sam. Russia is symbolized by a bear. The People’s 

Republic of China is by a dragon. So if you were to pick up Time magazine 

and you saw a big bear paw covering the globe, and you saw an American 

eagle flying over it, here is what you would know. Russia is trying to 



spread communism around the globe, but Uncle Sam (the eagle) is not 

going to let it happen. You get that right? You see the people in John’s day 

knew what the signs and symbols meant, but we struggle with them today. 

But this one is easy, it is universal. Here is what I propose for our nativity 

scene. When you think about the nativity from heaven’s viewpoint, there 

are 2 main characters.  

The Woman: verses 1-2 (1st main character) 

There is a woman and she is giving birth, but she is not wrapping her baby 

in swaddling cloths and laying him in a manger. She is giving birth, she is 

sweating, and she is agonizing. The baby is in the birth canal, but he is not 

born yet. Every one of you ladies can identify with this picture. So we are 

going to let you design the woman that is going to go on the side of the 

highway next year. You see, this lady that is giving birth is clothed with the 

sun, she has the moon under her feet, and 12 stars on her head as a 

crown. She is not symbolizing Mary, but she is symbolizing the nation of 

Israel.  

Symbol of the Nation of Israel 

Do you understand the persecution, and the distress, and the sacrifice that 

came to God’s people in the Old Testament as they prepared, as a people, 

to bring the Messiah into the world? You see, the Messiah started out as 

the seed of David, but then we know He will be the seed of Isaac. Can you 

remember that day when Abraham was up on that mountain and God is 

telling him to take the life of his son, and the seed is going to be 

extinguished? But he raises that knife anyway. Do you understand the pain 

that was in his heart that day when he drew that knife back? Then out of 

Isaac would come Jacob. Out of Jacob would come Judah, and out of 

Judah would come David, and then eventually from David would come 

Mary. But when you see this woman in pain, please see the nation of Israel 

as she stood at the bottom of Mount Sinai. And for God to keep her pure 

He almost annihilated the whole nation! See her as she goes through two 

exiles, one in Assyria, and one in Babylon, so that God can keep her pure. 



Now in this story, she is not a mother holding a baby, she is a mother 

agonizing. You do not have an angel, or shepherds, or Joseph attending 

her and waiting for the baby to be born, but look what the Bible says. 

There is a red dragon.  

The Red Dragon: verses 3-4 (2nd main character) 

Is that going to be cool? Out on our front lawn next year, you have a 

woman in labor, hair messed up, and sweat running down her face. She is 

getting ready to give birth, and right in front of her is a big, red, fiery 

dragon! They are going to think we have lost our mind at Hardin, amen? 

But do you understand what was going on? In Bethlehem, according to 

John, there was a red dragon. He had already swished his tail, and 1/3rd of 

the stars had fallen to the earth. Now he has his mouth wide open and he 

is ready to devour. That word a devour means “to gulp down, to take in 

one bite”. He is not going to digest slowly; he is not going to chew his 

food. In one gulp he is going to devour the Christ-child, the child to be 

born. John identifies him as the ancient serpent, that being which was in 

the Garden of Eden in the form of the serpent, tempting man. Do you 

remember what God said to him? He said one day you will bite at the heel 

of the woman, but there will be a seed that will come from her, and that 

seed will crush your head. That is why he wanted to devour the child. He is 

called bSatan, he is called the cdevil. One word means “adversary”, the 

other word means “accuser”.  

Caught up to Heaven: verses 5-6 

Now watch this. Israel is getting ready to give birth to the Messiah, and the 

red dragon is ready to devour, and when the child is born, in this picture, 

the child is immediately caught up to heaven. And He sits down on His 

throne. You see John, in this picture, leaves out Jesus growing up, His life, 

His ministry, His death, His burial, His resurrection, and immediately goes 

to the Ascension. That is what Christmas is about. Christmas is about the 

God-man being born so that after the death, burial, and resurrection, He 

can take His place at the right-hand throne of God as our intercessor, as 



our mediator, and then sitting down to declare to you and I that our 

salvation has been complete!  

Satan Thrown Down to Earth: verses 7-12 

When He completed our salvation an angel appears, but it is not Gabriel, it 

is Michael. Michael makes war with the dragon and his angels. When the 

dust settles, (it is a quick battle) Satan is defeated. Guys listen; he is 

kicked out of heaven. Do you hear this? The reason Christ came to be born 

is so that ultimately God might defeat His archenemy Satan. And when He 

defeated Him at the cross, with the ascension of Jesus, He kicked him out 

of heaven. There was no need for him to be there anymore. 

 We see in the Old Testament that the role of Satan was the accuser of the 

brothers. Do you remember the story of Job, and of Zechariah chapter 3 

verses 1 and 2 when Satan accused Joshua before God? He would watch 

one of God’s saints mess up, then immediately rush into heaven, and tell 

God how bad that person was, and ask how He could possibly make him 

one of His children. Satan is not there doing that anymore. Because in the 

death, burial, and resurrection, Jesus, “once for all”, took care of every sin 

you have committed, or ever will commit. They all have been forgiven. 

What good would it do Satan to bring our sins up to God? God would say 

He does not remember them. Can you see Satan say to God, “What do you 

mean God, you are holy, what do you mean you do not remember what 

this saint did?” Then you watch God point to His Son and say, “Everything 

they have done is covered by the blood of Jesus Christ”. Wow! That is why 

the Bible says “heaven rejoices, but woe to the earth for the accusers of 

the brothers who stood before God day and night, has been cast to the 

earth.”  

Do you know what that means? While heaven threw a party at Christmas, 

the earth suffers because Satan now accuses us of our sin, and our 

mistakes. That is what Christmas is all about. How many of you have had 

Satan whisper in your ear after you have done something wrong, “How can 

you believe you are a child of God? How can you think you are right with 



God when you just thought what you thought, or you just did what you 

did?” How many of you have thought about stepping down in your position 

in the Church? How many of you thought you were not worthy to do 

something because of what Satan has whispered in your ear about your 

sin? The next time Satan whispers in your ear about your past, you just 

look him in the face and remind him of his future! Let us not listen 

anymore to the one who will be cast into an eternal lake of fire forever, 

and ever. Let us say to him, “What I have done has been forgiven by the 

blood of Jesus Christ, and I refuse to let you tell me what I cannot do, or 

what I have done. I am clean before my God because my God sent His Son 

to be born, so that He could die, so that I could live a victorious life for 

Him.”   

Conclusion: The 12 Days of Christmas 

For most of us Christmas ends today, but in the Church it does not. The 12 

days of Christmas starts today on Christmas day. In America, many families 

back it up before Christmas and celebrate it beforehand. But that is not 

correct. Christmas does not end today, it starts today. For the past 4 weeks 

we have prepared for the birth of Christ, and now He is here. We are going 

to celebrate His victory for the next 12 days. The victory is that we are 

forgiven, and we are free. So I want to ask you to join with our family, and 

not take your Christmas tree down yet, but leave it up for the next 12 

days. When you see the lights on the tree, it will remind you that Jesus is 

the light of the world. When you see the tree, it will remind you of His 

death on a cross for you. When you think of all of the presents under that 

tree, you are going to remember the gift of eternal life that God gave you 

through His Son Jesus Christ. When you look at that Christmas tree, you 

will remember the feast that you had, and will remember that God gave us 

the true Bread of Life, Jesus Christ. Then for the next 12 days, we are 

going to think about what the true nativity of Christmas is, and that is 

Jesus defeating Satan, once and for all. And we are going to rejoice that 

we are forgiven. Not only are we forgiven, but we are free not to do today 



what we have done in the past, because we have the power with Jesus 

living in us to be victorious over sin, and to life out who Christ is. 

Epiphany  

Then on January the 6th, we are going to celebrate Epiphany. d Epiphany 

means “arrival or manifestation, to make known”. We, as the Church, are 

going to celebrate that the Magi finally got there 1 ½ years later, but Jesus 

was not lying in a manger, He had moved into a house. We know that the 

Magi presented Jesus with 3 gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But that 

is not what Epiphany is about. It is about the fact that they 1st went to 

Jerusalem, and let the people know that the Christ had been born. Can you 

imagine that 1 ½ years later Jerusalem does not know the Messiah has 

been born? I know there are places within the reach of this Church where 

families do not know the true meaning of Christmas. While Christ has been 

born in Bethlehem’s manger, He has never been born again in their hearts 

and their lives. For the next 12 days, we are going to celebrate the truth, 

that just like the Magi, God wants to use us to reveal to others that the 

Christ has been born. Will you celebrate the next 12 days of Christmas?  

 


