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Introduction to Advent 

We are excited to begin a new emphasis on the life of Jesus Christ. Our 

emphasis is going to go through the last Sunday in May, when we as the 

Church will gather to end this sermon series with the celebration of 

Pentecost. Today is the 1st Sunday of Advent.  

Jerome in about 500 A.D. translated the Greek New Testament into Latin, 

the known language of that day. Years later, in the late 1500’s John 

Wycliffe would take the Latin language of the New Testament and translate 

it for the 1st time into the English language. Over 100 years later William 

Tyndale would take the Greek New Testament and translate it into English. 

Out English word a advent, comes from a Latin word that literally means 

“coming or arrival”. Today as we gather on the 1st Sunday of Advent, we 

are coming to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. We know that the Bible 

teaches not only a 1st coming of Jesus but also a 2nd coming. So during this 

season as we celebrate, we are also going to look backwards to His 1st 

coming. But also each week, and each day, we are going to look forward to 

His 2nd coming.  

The Symbolism of the Wreath 

As we gather this morning, we are going to light the 1st candle in our 

Advent wreath. In noticing our wreath you will note the wreath is circular 

in nature. We know that a circle has no beginning and no end. As we 

anticipate the 2nd coming of Jesus, and as we celebrate the 1st coming, we 

note that the foundation of our hope is God Himself. God has no beginning, 
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He has no ending, He always was, always is, and always will be. Our 

security of our salvation rests in the unchanging nature of who God is.  

You will notice the wreath is made of evergreen. The evergreen reminds us 

of the new life that God has brought to us because of His Son Jesus. You 

will also notice that the 2nd most important and obvious thing is not only 

the wreath itself, but also the 5 candles. Four of those candles are actually 

rooted in the Advent wreath itself, and the most prominent one stands in 

the center, and it is of a different color.  

We know according to history, it is approximately about 4000 years from 

the time of Adam to the birth of Christ. If you remember in the book of 

Malachi, he quits speaking on behalf of God, and there was not another 

prophetic voice for 400 years. This is symbolized in the 4 candles in our 

Advent wreath. You see, from the creation of Adam to the birth of the 

Messiah, we waited. From Malachi to John the Baptist, God’s people 

waited. This morning we have 4 candles symbolizing the 4 Sundays of 

Christmas. This year Christmas actually falls on a Sunday.  

We are going to light the 1st candle, and are designating it as the candle of 

prophesy, and the candle of hope. The bulletin notes Scripture readings for 

the rest of these weeks and days of Advent for your family to read. Each 

one of those deal with a different prophesy. Isaiah chapter 9 verse 2 talked 

about a great light that was coming to the people who were in darkness. 

While the 1st 4 candles remind us of our waiting for the birth of Christ and 

the return of Jesus, the candle in the middle is actually the Christ candle 

itself. Let these candles remind you of who Jesus truly is. He is the light of 

the world. Many, many people were not ready for the 1st coming of Jesus. 

Even as plainly as the Hebrew Scripture talked about the coming of Jesus 

into the world, to be the Messiah, to save God’s people from their sin, 

many people missed the 1st coming and were completely left out of the 

kingdom of God. We know today there are many people who have no clue 

about the 2nd coming of Jesus. If they are not told the gospel, the good 

news of who Jesus is as the light of the world, they too will not be ready. 



 

 In honor of Jesus Christ being the light of the world, we now light our 

candle of hope and prophesy. 

 

Scripture 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was 

life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 

He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 

world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 

world did not know him.  He came to his own, and his own people did not 

receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor 

of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 

‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 

me.’”)  For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For 

the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's 

side, he has made him known. 

 



(Brother Kory speaks) The Christmas Tree 

Friday afternoon I finally got to say yes to the question Crider has been 

asking me for over a month, “Daddy can we put up the Christmas tree”? All 

of times before, I explained to him that we could not put up the tree until 

after Thanksgiving. Crider put 2 and 2 together and realized that 

Thanksgiving was Thursday, and it was now over. On Friday he asked me 

with a little more confidence, “Daddy can we put up the Christmas tree 

today”?  It was a joy to say, “Yes Crider we can put up the Christmas tree”. 

Immediately his face lights up and he runs down the hall, and jumps up in 

the air trying to pull the string that pulls down the attic ladder! (Of course 

he was about 7 feet too short…so I reached up and pulled down the 

ladder.) He and I began to make trips up and down the ladder, getting 

down box after box of Christmas decorations. Of course this year we had a 

new helper. His name is Finley and he is 1, so you can imagine him going 

up and down the ladder! (He was a big help.) We finally got all of the 

boxes down and into the living room, and then it was time to get THE box, 

the extra-large Christmas box. We finally got it down and surveyed the 

living room. We moved out furniture and created the perfect place to put 

the Christmas tree, right in front of the window so that when it was fully lit, 

all could see our tree.  

We began to assemble our tree. We started with the base layer. We put all 

of the different pieces together, and then the branches together. It was 

quite a process but finally we got all of the branches out. The tree was 

standing there in all of its glory, and it came time for the moment that I 

was anticipating with some hesitancy. It was time to plug in the tree and 

see if all of the lights still worked from last year. You see, last year we 

decided to do our lights a little differently. We decided to wrap each 

individual branch with Christmas lights. It took us about 3 weeks but we 

finally got all of it done! We decided instead of taking all of those down 

after Christmas, we would just very carefully put the tree back in the box 

so that this Christmas we could just open it up, plug it in, and everything 

would be beautiful. So I got all of the extension cords plugged into the 



power surge, and I got Crider down there to push the red button, all the 

while hoping and praying, “Please let all of the lights work”! So I tell Crider, 

“Ok it is time to do it”. He pushes the button, and at that moment the tree 

lit up…in half of its beauty…I knew then that I was in big trouble! Crider 

and I spent the next hour chasing down which light strands were not 

working. Instead of just unplugging them and pulling them off, since they 

were all wrapped on each individual tree branch, we had to get out the 

scissors and cut each strand of lights off of the tree. So finally after about 

an hour, we get all of the lights that are not working off of the tree and put 

into this big pile to go to the garbage.  

So Crider and I decided we needed to go to Wal-Mart to get more lights. 

Well, we are clueless that this is Friday…Black Friday! So it is the afternoon 

and we head out to Wal-Mart, and we pull up and the parking lot is 

packed. As we go in, there are lines everywhere, people everywhere. They 

are scrambling to get the hottest toy, the cheapest movie, and the newest 

gadget. All that Crider and I want are Christmas lights! So we are fighting 

through this crowd, finally get the lights, we stand in line, and we finally 

check out. We get home and Katie and I begin to reassemble the new 

lights into the Christmas tree. It takes about another hour or so. Just to be 

honest, at this point I am a little frustrated, I am a little bitter. You could 

almost argue that I was a little angry at the whole Christmas decorating. 

We have Christmas music going, I am supposed to be happy. I am not, 

because these lights are not doing what they are supposed to do. So we 

plug the tree in, all of the lights were on, and the tree looks fantastic! Now 

I’m trying to make sure all of the lights and ornaments are in the perfect 

spot and behind me Katie takes Crider to her side and she asks him this 

question. “Crider, what is your absolutely most favorite part of Christmas”? 

And Crider, without hesitation, says “Mommy, my favorite part of Christmas 

is the lights”. My heart just sank a little bit. Here I was frustrated, almost 

angry having to put these lights up. And in the midst of doing that, I 

missed the point of the lights. You see, here was Crider and he understood 

the importance of the lights of Christmas. Not just the lights on the 



Christmas tree, or the lights in the park, but what they represent. You see, 

all of those lights point to The Light. The Light, who is Jesus Christ, came 

into the world to shine out on our darkness, and to set us free, and to truly 

give us life through His light.  

 

(Brother Ricky speaks) Explanation of John’s Birth Narrative 

John wants to make sure that we do not miss the true meaning of 

Christmas, and which is that Jesus is the light of Christmas. You see, John 

chapter 1:1-18 is the prologue to his gospel. He goes on to tell us in the 

20th chapter that it is his desire to write these things about Jesus so that 

we would know who Jesus is. And by knowing who Jesus is, we might 

come to that place of faith. When we come to that place of faith, we will 

have life through Him. He does not take us, as Matthew and Luke do, back 

to Bethlehem. No, John takes us back to the beginning. Matthew’s purpose 

in writing his birth narrative is to present Jesus to the Jews as the true son 

of Abraham. Luke, (writing to a Gentile audience) pens his birth narrative 

by tracing Jesus in His genealogy back to Adam, and presenting Him as the 

son of Adam. John goes all the way back to the beginning. The reason is 

that in his birth narrative he knows Jesus is the son of Abraham and Adam, 

but he wants us to know is that Jesus Christ truly is the Son of God. 

Therefore, he begins his prologue to his gospel in the same language 

(phraseology), that Moses began the 1st book of the Bible. “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God. And the Word was 

God.”   

The Word (logos) of Creation: verses 1-4 

The Greek word in verse 1 for “word” is b logos, which to the Greek 

philosophers was a word that “expressed visible thought, visible reality”. 

John, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, calls Jesus the “Word”, the 

logos. What he is trying to capture for us is the truth that Jesus is the 2nd 

person of the triune God.  Jesus is the God-man. There was not ever a 
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time when the 2nd person of the godhead did not exist. Genesis 1:1 says, 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”, and John says, 

“In the beginning was the Word”. At the moment of God creating the 

world, the 2nd person of the godhead was also there. Where was He? John 

said He was face to face with God. He is God…At that moment when God 

spoke the universe into being, the 2nd person of the godhead, the Word, 

was there. There was not a thing created that was not created through 

Him. When we study Moses’ account of creation, it is very simple. God 

desired something, and He spoke it into being. Jesus is now presented as 

the Word, as the agent of God’s creation. Jesus was in the middle of 

creation! Everything that was made was made through Jesus.  

The Light in the Darkness: verse 5 

John says that Jesus’ life is the light of men. We know that light, by nature, 

shines into darkness. John is going to say in verse 5 that the darkness 

could not overcome the light of Jesus. John is trying to show us how God 

will make right everything that went wrong in the 1st creation. He is using 

creation language. You remember when Genesis begins, after God created 

the heavens and the earth, the Bible takes a perspective where it looks not 

at other planets, but it looks at planet earth. The Bible says “the earth was 

without form and void and darkness covered the waters of the deep”. The 

1st thing God did was to expel the darkness by speaking, “Let there be 

light, and there was light”. In the original language of Moses, God said, 

“Light be, light was”. Just as in the original act of creation, darkness could 

not prevent the coming of light. John wants us to know as children of God, 

that when God sent the light, the darkness of the world could not 

overcome it. But the world never seized it, the world never grabbed hold of 

it, and the world never laid their hands truly on the true Light of the world, 

Jesus. What the world really wanted to do was to turn the light out.  

 

Have you ever woken up in the morning to unwanted light? My wife is a 

morning person, and I am not. We both get up early. Now when I say I am 



not a morning person that does not mean I do not get up early, unless you 

do not call 5:15 early. What I mean is that God and I do not talk until 

about 9:30 most mornings! My wife gets up about 5:00 and I get up at 

5:14, and many mornings the 1st thing she does is to turn on the lights. I 

am awakened by light, but I do not want to be awake. I want to sleep, and 

I immediately say, “Turn the lights off”. Most of the time, she does.  On 

those mornings when I really want it to be dark, and she will not turn the 

light off, I get up kind of grumpy. I go turn the light off, and go back to 

bed because I want it to be dark! But she will not quit! Five minutes later 

the light is back on!  

God Calls a Witness: verses 6-8 

God did not give the world what it wanted. The world wanted to walk in 

darkness and do its own thing and God said no. He turned the light on, the 

true light of Christmas, and He sent His Son. Before He turned the light on, 

He warned us that the light was coming. So that no one would be literally 

in the dark, and because He wanted people to be prepared for when the 

light came on, He sent a witness (verse 6). You need to understand that 

this is law court analogy. What God is doing now is calling His next 

witness. You see, this morning just as we have lit the candle of prophesy, 

you can read from the book of Genesis to the book of Malachi, prophesy 

after prophesy where God told us the light was coming. He didn’t want 

people to live in darkness, especially Gentile people who only had the light 

of natural revelation. Here in John’s gospel after 400 years of silence, God 

calls His next witness, and that was John the Baptizer. John made it clear 

during his ministry that he was not the light. He was just sent as a witness 

to the Light, he was not the bridegroom, just the friend. John’s purpose 

was to get people ready for Jesus to come so they would know who He 

was. Once they saw Him they would quit following John (the Baptist) and 

start following Him, and come to believe He was truly the Messiah and 

commit their life to Him. In committing their life to Him, He would commit 

Himself to them and they would receive eternal life. John (the Baptist) had 

to tell people he was not Him, but he told them He was coming.  



The True Light: verse 9 

John (the gospel writer) now says the light that came was the true Light. 

Now there are 2 different words used in the Bible for the word c true. One 

means “that which is opposite to what is false”. And the other means “that 

which is full, that which is complete, that which is truly genuine, or that 

which is the full reality”. That is the word that is used here. Jesus came to 

be the bright light the world needed.  

I do not know about you, but there are just some things I cannot 

distinguish in the dark. I do not think I am color blind, but there are some 

shades of blue and black that are so close that I cannot tell the difference. 

For example we keep a lot of our stuff in a closet. In our home, our closet 

is the least lit room in our house. We have a little light in our closet that 

has 4 light bulbs in it, but I think we only have 1 burning now. I just do not 

see the need of a lot of light in the closet, but that gives me problems. 

When I get dressed on Sunday mornings and I put a blue suit on instead of 

a black suit, I have to go to my sock drawer and choose blue instead of 

black socks. Now my wife, knowing the dilemma I have, actually puts the 

black socks on 1 side and the blue on the other side of the drawer. They 

go from beige, to brown, to gray. The gray and the black are on opposite 

sides of the drawer but I always forget which side they are on! So what I 

did this morning was to pull a pair from the right, and a pair from the left, 

and hold them up. I could not tell which was which in the closet. I knew I 

had picked out a blue suit because she has them in order also (this is suit 

number 7 in case you did not know). Now I stepped out of the closet into 

the bathroom where there are 4 switches of lights, and when I turned the 

light on, wow, I could tell the difference between blue and black!   

Now that is the picture. Without Jesus Christ coming to be the true Light 

which brings light to every man, we would never know our true shade of 

color. Most of us would say, “Well we are in the ballpark, I am a lot closer 

to it than that other guy is”. Does it really matter if you wear blue with 

black or black with blue? Without the true Light, we would never see who 
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we really are, a sinner. If it was not for the light of Jesus Christ, most of us 

would believe that man who does not know God is just drowning in a lake 

of sin. We would think he is a pretty good fellow and all he needs is just a 

helping hand, for someone just to throw a life preserver to him! When 

Jesus Christ came, He truly revealed who we really were in sin, dead to 

God. You have heard me say it many times. If you want to picture man in 

a sea of sin, do not picture him floating on the top gasping for his last 

breath, and hoping he will hear the gospel before he dies. You had better 

see him for what the Bible says he is, face down, probably already lying on 

the bottom of the sea. That man does not need a helping hand, he does 

not need air. What good would air do for a dead man? That man needs 

new life, he needs a resurrection. That is who Jesus Christ is, the true Light 

of God, who is the resurrection, the way, the truth, and the life. No man 

can come to the Father but through Him.  

Light Unknown: verses 10-11 

Can you imagine that day when God turned the light on and there was 

Jesus? And the light walked! And the Bible says the world did not recognize 

Him. Can you imagine how God must have felt to have sent the light and it 

not be recognized?  

This weekend my wife went to Nashville with the ladies, and they shopped. 

We men stayed home, and we had a couple of days of just doing things we 

wanted to do. On Friday Dad and I spent a lot of time together, but 

yesterday I had the day to myself, so I wanted to surprise Celisa. We have 

built a new barn for her show cattle, and it has a small octagonal window 

in the very top of the barn. I thought it would really be neat if I put 

Christmas lights around that window and form them in the shape of a 

wreath. I worked all yesterday afternoon putting those lights in a circle so 

they looked like a wreath. Now she was not supposed to come home until 

this morning, but she called last night at 9:30 and said I am on my way 

home. I thought yes! She is going to make it to our house about 11:30, 

and when she pulls in the driveway she cannot miss the barn. So I plugged 



the lights in and went outside and looked at them. I was amazed at what I 

had done. I patted myself on the back and thought this is going to be 

awesome! People now, down on the highway, will see there is a barn in 

the field because those lights will draw attention to the barn. She calls me 

at 9:30 and I know she is going to be home at 11:30. I’m awake when she 

gets home, and she comes in, then she unloads all of the stuff, and I am 

waiting. And I am waiting, and waiting, and waiting! She does not say a 

word…Finally I have to say, “What did you think about the lights on the 

barn?” She said, “Huh, lights on the barn?” I said “did you not see the 

lights in the octagonal window?” She said, “I thought you just left the lights 

on.” I said, “No honey, those lights are different from the other lights in 

the barn!” Oh, my feelings were hurt. Can you imagine from God’s side, 

sending the true Light into the world, and the world of darkness not 

recognizing Him? Because they did not recognize Him, John says in verse 

11 that they did not receive Him. He came into His own, and His own 

received Him not. This word d received literally means “to welcome”. God 

sent His Son into the world, and the world did not welcome Him. This is 

specifically talking about the world of the Jew, who had the light of special 

revelation. They knew where and when He would be born. They knew 

what type of Savior He would be, but when He came they did not open the 

door of their homes and welcome Him in. They rejected Him.  

Those Who Received Him: verses 12-13 

In verses 12 and 13 John is going to say there is another group that did 

receive Him. They saw the light, and they did not reject Him. They 

received Him, they opened the door of their heart and they welcomed Him 

in. They did that because they believed He was who He said He was. That 

word e belief does not just mean mere intellectual knowledge. It means 

they had not only come to a place to recognize the facts about who He 

was, but in their emotions they had been “moved by the Spirit of God. 

They had been convicted about who He was, and now by the decision of 

their will, they committed their life to who He was”. These verses say that 

at the moment of faith, they actually became children of God. They are not 



born of blood, or the will of flesh, or the will of man, but are born of God. 

Later in John 3:16, John would write about Jesus coming because “God so 

loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son”, but beginning in 

verse 19 he would talk about God’s judgment on the world. The judgment 

is that God sent the Light and the world rejected the light. The world loved 

darkness more than they loved the light. I know you cannot get over this 

because you are a believer in Jesus, and you cannot understand why those 

you love do not want to serve God. They do not want to serve Him, 

because they do not like the light. We all know there are certain things 

done after certain hours when it gets dark. You just feel more comfortable 

doing those kinds of things in the dark. You can be doing certain 

behaviors, and when the light comes on, you do not do it anymore. There 

are a lot of people who do not want what they are doing to be exposed. 

When you come to the Light of Christmas, Jesus Christ, He exposes your 

heart, and exposes what you love to do. Until you have been born again, 

you will never come to that place to truly surrender your life to Him 

because you love darkness more than you love light.  

The Word Becomes Flesh: verses 14-18 

John says is verse 14, “the Word became flesh”. Are you with me and 

John? The “Word” had always been, never had a beginning, and would 

never end. He was eternal in His nature. He was the One who created all 

things. He was the agent of creation when God scooped down and took 

dirt and made a man, and now for the 1st time He becomes creation! He 

becomes a man. He who had always been, now suddenly became who He 

had never been. He became a man, while at the same time remaining who 

He had always been.   

Becoming a man, He dwelt among us. That word e dwell means “he 

pitched his tent”. It is a Greek root that is the derivative of the Hebrew 

word for the Shekinah glory cloud of God. You remember when God moved 

into that glory cloud and manifested His presence to the children of Israel; 

He “pitched His tent” with Israel. That is what Jesus did. He pitched His 



tent among creation so that we could behold His glory, and know who He 

is.  

He wanted us to know who He was, because He wanted to truly tell us 

who the Father is, verse 18. The ESV says He came to explain God, the 

KJV says He came to make the Father known, but it is a special Greek 

word. It is where we get our English word f exegesis from. Those of you 

who have been coming to Hardin for years know that when I study the 

Bible, I try not to isogete, but exegete. g Isogesis means “to read into 

something, exegesis means “to read out of something”. For example, 

Isogesis is when a preacher gets an idea for a sermon, and he looks for a 

passage to go along with what he is going to preach, and he reads into the 

passage what he wants it to say. But if he starts with the passage and 

studies it and the sermon comes out of the passage; that is exegesis. The 

problem, before the true Light came, was that what most men believed 

about God was called Isogesis. No one had ever seen God, so they 

presupposed their thoughts on God. They thought if I am like this, and this 

is what I like, and this is what I dislike, then here is what God must be like! 

They created their own God. What was amazing is that He looked a whole 

lot like man. Jesus is the only man who ever knew and saw God. So before 

Jesus we never had a true Light, just partial light. But Jesus came to reveal 

what the Father is like.  

As we celebrate, and prepare our hearts for the birth of Christ, we also 

need to remember this truth. God still wants people to see the Light, so He 

put the light of Jesus in us. He called us to be light, and as the light of 

Christmas, you should know who you are, but you should also know who 

God is. Paul told us to walk as children of light. God prepared people for 

the 1st coming by sending John.  To prepare people for the 2nd coming, 

God sends us. I hear God asking this morning, “can I get a witness from 

you”? You see in court, you can only testify to what you know to be true. 

You cannot repeat secondhand knowledge, it has to be firsthand. It cannot 

be what someone else told you, it has to be what you know yourself. Jesus 

told the Church, “When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you shall be my 



witnesses”. Can you give testimony that Jesus is the true Light from God? 

Can He get a witness from you? As we celebrate His birth, we also 

anticipate His return.  

 


