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We have spent several lessons talking about the husband-wife relationship 

because it is the primary relationship of the home. This relationship serves 

as the foundation and subfloor of a godly home. Therefore, it is important 

we build that relationship right, and we must build the master bedroom 

and bath first. The bedroom is a place of intimacy, physically, spiritually, 

and psychologically. What goes on in the bedroom is a reflection of what is 

going on in the bathroom. The bathroom must be a place of privacy and 

cleansing. There must be confession and forgiveness when a spouse is 

sinned against. You can’t let what happened years ago continue to affect 

this relationship; it destroys intimacy. You might think you are keeping it in 

the bedroom and bath, but ultimately, your children do not see you as one. 

They will grow up in a divided household. They may never experience 

divorce, but they will have parents who live separated lives.  

We are going to move into the kid’s room in this lesson. There are many 

times when I go into someone’s home where the kids cannot wait to show 

Bro. Ricky their rooms. I learn that no matter how many children there are, 

you can tell what room, or which side of a room, belongs to which kid. In 

that room, the kid gets to express who they really are; how they are 

different. Yet, you still see how they are a part of the home. Your kid’s 

room is so important to him, not only now, but for the rest of his life. 



When we were expecting our first grandchild, my wife decided to turn an 

upstairs room into a nursery for him and our future grandkids. She had no 

clue what it would do to our daughter when she chose her room. She lived 

out of town and came back home from time to time. She was crushed 

when we began to call her room the nursery! We had to take the other 

room upstairs and turn it into her room. It really felt awesome when she 

was hurt that she didn’t have a room. She wasn’t being selfish; she wanted 

the baby to have a nursery. But she also wanted to feel a part of the 

family. You will never know the lasting influence you have on your children, 

not just right now, but for the rest of their lives.  

I want to recommend a Proverb a day to all parents and grandparents. The 

book of Proverbs is in the wisdom literature of the Old Testament. It is a 

father writing to a son. In chapter 4:3, he shares with his son what his 

father shared with him. This book is neat because it is not only a father 

writing to his son, but the father is under the leadership of God’s Holy 

Spirit. So, his writing is being protected from error. No matter that the 

father didn’t have it together at all times in his life, he is reflecting the 

heart of his Father, God. We have a book from our Father to us that we 

can share with our children about life. I want to draw four principles I 

believe are generally true about parenting. This must be part of our 

parenting if we are going to give them the room they need in the home.  

First, I want to correct a mistake that many of us make. When you have 

more than one child, we have to teach them to share, but it doesn’t mean 

they are the same. Because they aren’t, you cannot raise them the same. 

In my estimation, one of the biggest mistakes that Christian parents make 

is when one of their children doesn’t turn out ok, and they say, “I don’t 

know what went wrong with him; we raised him just like we raised the 

others.” I haven’t been bold enough to say this yet, but I want to say, “And 

that is possibly what is wrong with him!” In parenting, you have to take 

each child into consideration. I don’t believe you can rear boys and girls 

the same way and expect him to turn out to be a man and her to turn out 

to be a lady. I will start out with general principles about parenting, but in 



the next few lessons, I will teach on rearing boys, and then rearing girls. I 

think they are different.  

There are 31 chapters in Proverbs. A Proverb a day will repeat 

approximately once a month. Let’s pass on what our Father teaches us. It 

will change your child’s life. 

Scripture 

“A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to 

his mother.” 

This isn’t saying that a dad doesn’t care if the kid turns out bad. It is saying 

that you are linked to your child. As it goes with them, it will go with you. 

Even though they are the secondary relationship in the home, when your 

kids blow it, it will affect you. When they are on top of the world, it will 

affect you. They are a blessing from God. Proverbs 17:25 says: “A foolish 

son is a grief to his father and bitterness to her who bore him.”  How it 

goes with your child is how it will go with you.  

Notice the two words that Solomon uses: “wise” and “foolish.” Ultimately, 

Proverbs is about passing on wisdom to our children. To the Jews, wisdom 

was the practical application of knowledge. It was how to make wise 

decisions. The writer knew that there is a consequence to your choices. As 

a parent, that is what we must understand. We are to guide and help lay 

the foundation so that our children can make wise choices. An unwise 

choice will have a negative consequence.  

I have really thought about what I would do differently if I could parent my 

kids again. Many times, people have said, “Wow, you have to be proud of 

your kids.” Yes, but I didn’t always do it right. I wish I had, but I didn’t. 

That is why I am such a good Papaw. I am doing it right; I learned from 

my mistakes. I can’t tell you how it offends me when my son quotes a 

book or one of his seminary professors about fatherhood! He has a dad, 

and I want to be a resource. If I had known grand parenting was so good, 

I would have had more kids!  



Based on the book of Proverbs, there are four principles that I would apply 

when parenting.  

1. Parent backwards. 

Hindsight is 20/20. If hindsight is 20/20, why don’t we parent backwards? 

Why don’t we quit living in the day to day, and parent from a future 

perspective looking back in the life of our kids? When we are rearing kids, 

most of us are so busy making a living that we forget about making a life 

for our family. We need a backwards perspective. Proverbs 22:6 says, 

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 

depart from it.” You need to have a goal in mind. When you do, you can 

look back at what you should do so that your child reaches that goal.  

When Alice from Alice in Wonderland had a choice of which road to take, 

she asked the cat which way she should walk. The cat told her it depends 

much on where you want to get. Alice said it didn’t really matter much 

where I get. The cat said then it didn’t really matter much which way you 

walk.  

As a parent, it matters. Which way you go with your child depends on 

where you want to get. The goal of parenting must be from the 

perspective of when they are grown and gone. For me, I wanted my kids 

to be grown and gone at about 18. I mean independent, on their own, and 

make right decisions. I wanted them to not be dependent on mom and 

dad, but be a fully functioning adult in society that is a positive to society, 

not a drag on it. Our goal was for them to be a contributor, a participant, 

and a giver, not a taker. I know that today some parents think that is silly. 

You want to hang on to them until they are 25 or 26 years old. You want 

to pay every bill they have until they get through college. You don’t want 

them to get married for another few years after college. If that’s what you 

want, you will have a boy, or a girl, until they are 30. This is why many 

husbands still run to mom, and wives run to dad. They were never 

parented from the perspective of being grown and gone.  



In my opinion, we have to quit asking our kid what they want to be when 

they grow up, and start asking ourselves who we want them to be when 

they grow up. I think we have so programmed conduct into our kids that 

we have forgotten about character. When I was a kid, I wanted to be a 

farmer. My son wanted to be a farmer. It’s amazing how we want to be 

like mom or dad. I’m not saying that is bad, but we have to change. Some 

of us are trying to raise ball players or cheerleaders. We’re trying to raise 

bankers, or lawyers. Is that really your goal with your kids?  

It dawned on me that I’ve spent more time in my relationship with my wife 

than any other, and I pray that continues. If everything else works out 

correctly, the time I spend time with my children will be the second 

relationship. And the time I spend with my parents will be the third 

relationship. So, I believe the goal of parenting is to raise my son to be a 

man who will know how to be a husband and a father. I need to raise my 

daughter to be a lady so that she can be a wife and a mother. They don’t 

teach that in school, and they don’t teach it much in the Church. Our kids 

will learn that at home. Imagine kids being reared to be husbands and 

wives, daddies and mommas. When they get married, they get it. It takes 

out that first five to ten years of learning how to be a husband and a dad, 

and your kid being a teen before you figure it out! They are already 

messed up by then! Some people believe that adulthood is getting over 

childhood. I don’t know exactly when it happened, but we stopped 

parenting from the perspective of being grown and gone, and we are 

paying the price for it today. For the first time in America, kids are leaving 

home and don’t know how to be husbands, or wives, mommas, or daddies. 

I think this is important, parent backwards. 

2. Recognize your kids have a sin problem. 

The goal is to rear children to be husbands and daddies, wives and 

mommas. If that is the goal, we have a problem. Proverbs 22:15 says, 

“Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child.” Generally speaking, our 

kids have a problem. Because they have a problem, they think that we are 



the problem. The problem is that there is sin in their little hearts. Your child 

is not a little angel. They were not born morally neutral. They were not 

born morally positive. They were born in sin, spiritually dead, and 

separated from God. They come into this world believing that life and the 

world is about them, and that’s a problem. If this problem isn’t corrected 

before they leave home, they will think that life is about them. Everything 

revolves around them and they will marry thinking that marriage is about 

them. Your son will be a terrible husband and father because they are 

selfish and self-centered. They didn’t learn that from you, well, they kind of 

did, but it goes all the way back to Adam. We’ve just been passing this 

thing down. It can be stopped in salvation and sanctification.  

Our children learn to use their unhappiness to get what they want when 

they are little. They believe if they get what they want, they will be happy. 

When my kids were unhappy, they made life miserable for us. They made 

us miserable at the most inopportune times, like 1:30 in the morning! 

When they were unhappy, we immediately tried to make them happy. If 

we made them happy, then we weren’t miserable as parents. If we aren’t 

careful, we believe the goal of parenting is to make our kids happy; 

because if we make them happy, then we aren’t miserable. Now, here is 

what will happen. It will be ok if we keep them happy while they are little, 

but when they become teens and young adults, you will be miserable if you 

still have to keep them happy. You will be miserable. I know parents who 

let their daughter go out with a guy and they can’t sleep until she gets 

home. It’s not because of the kid, it’s them. Are you telling me that you’ve 

raised a daughter or a son that you can’t trust? Are you telling me you are 

miserable the whole time your kids are teenagers when they are out of 

your sight? You are miserable because you think they are going to try to be 

happy. To be happy, you have let them do what they want. You know what 

they want to do to be happy, and you are now miserable!  

This is why the Bible says that a foolish son is grief to his daddy, and 

bitterness to the one who bore him. It says a foolish son is ruin to the 

father. There are so many fathers who can’t be who they want to be 



because of the last ten years of their life with a kid that they didn’t deal 

with as a little child.  

We have a problem. The goal of parenting should not be happiness, it 

should be holiness. When the Bible talks about a wise son, it is talking 

about a son who is holy; who makes good decisions. It is the same with 

daughters. This doesn’t mean they aren’t going to make mistakes. But our 

goal is that they be unique, different, and one-of-a-kind. They should be 

set apart from foolishness to wisdom. They should be set apart from self-

centeredness to godliness. That has to be the goal. You can see this when 

they are little. You will see if your kid is different when kids get together, 

or if he’s just going along with all of the other kids. If your kid is going 

along with all of the other kids at three or four, they will probably be going 

along with them at fifteen and sixteen. When they join the fraternity, get 

ready. We have a problem. Our kids have a sin problem. Ultimately, it can 

only be corrected in salvation with Christ and in sanctification with Christ 

through you as the parent.  

3. Discipline is required. 

Here are a few quotes from Scripture on discipline:   

“…and the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.”  (Proverbs 15:22b) 

“Condemnation is ready for scoffers, and beating for the back of fools.” 

(Proverbs 19:29) 

“Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him with a rod, he will 

not die.  If you strike him with a rod, you will save his soul from Sheol 

(hell).” (Proverbs 23:13-14) 

“The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame 

to his mother. (Proverbs 29:15) 

“Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to your 

heart.” (Proverbs 29:17) 



These are not promises or guarantees, they are general wisdom. This is 

teaching that you have to discipline your kids. In Hebrew, discipline 

primarily means two things. One is ‘to instruct’, and the other is ‘to correct.’ 

I have trouble seeing instructing and correcting as the same thing. So, I 

think that discipline has a positive and a negative side. The positive side is 

to teach and instruct our children. The negative side is to correct them 

when they don’t listen to what you’ve told them. Even if your children are 

saved, they still have a flesh where sin dwells. So because of what is in 

their heart, as long as they are under your care and guidance, you have to 

help them grow in the right direction.  

My wife planted four fruit trees last fall. Three are growing wrong and one 

is growing right. We got some steel posts and drove three of them about 

three feet from each tree. We tied the trees to the posts with a rope. We 

are going to do our best to make sure they don’t grow the way they want 

to, but grow straight. We even put posts on the one that is growing 

straight.  

When you instruct your children from the book of Proverbs, you are setting 

boundaries in their life that tells them that this is the way to grow. When 

they don’t listen, you have to correct. Correction has to lower their 

standard of living. It is amazing how some of us discipline our kids by 

raising their standard of living. We actually give them more things, no! If 

you run a business and make a poor choice, there is a consequence. It 

lowers your standard of living. Why don’t we teach that to our kids at 

home? You made a poor choice and you don’t get to live the way you were 

living. You are not being mean to them; you are trying to teach them 

about life and choices.  

I recommend that you be one in your discipline. If you are the highly 

emotional one in the family, you probably want the other spouse do the 

disciplining. I don’t think you should discipline out of emotion. You don’t 

discipline out of what they did to you. You discipline because of what they 



did, and not how it affected you. Therefore, don’t discipline when you are 

mad.  

I spend more time with parents over discipline than anything else, because 

they can’t agree. Mom always thinks dad is too hard. Mom, the Bible says 

that discipline will not kill your kid. Discipline will save your kid. A single 

mom who rears her kids doesn’t usually discipline out of emotion because 

she knows she can’t. Married moms have the luxury of being emotional 

about her child’s sin, but single moms don’t. That is why I don’t buy into it 

when people say that kids being raised by a single mom are doomed. I am 

talking about moms being single because of the wrong action of someone 

else. Don’t listen to those statistics that say you can’t do it. If your man 

sinned against you, you can do it. Your child needs discipline. I am not 

saying we don’t need fathers, and there are single fathers that have to do 

it too. But the child must have discipline, positive and negative.  

4. Your children and grandchildren need an example. 

In Proverbs 23:26, Solomon said, “My son, give me your heart, and let 

your eyes observe my ways.” In other words, let me have your heart, and 

turn your eyes on me; listen to me, look at me, I am providing you an 

example.  

Our kids need on the job training. My dad can trust me to put out his crops 

when he can’t be there because he knows I will do it the way he taught me 

to. I might make a few revisions, but overall, I will do it the way he does. 

Dads, you have to teach your sons how to be husbands and dads. I hate to 

tell you this, but he is probably going to turn out just like you. Your son will 

be the same kind of husband you are. That ought to scare some of you 

moms to death. Yet, you still think your kid is ok! He is going right down 

the road your husband is going, and you won’t listen. Dads, we have to set 

an example for our kids. You are the number one influence in your boy’s 

life, even if he claims to be a momma’s boy. Moms, you are the number 

one influence in your daughter’s life. Your daughter wants to be just like 

you. The question is do you want her to be like you? Do you want 



someone else’s daughter to be the wife to your son that you are to your 

husband? Someone else is raising your son’s wife at this very moment. 

Someone is raising your daughter’s husband at this very moment. They 

need an example.  

 

 


