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The primary objection is to conclude this series with a study of the biblical 

worldview of our government, and the upcoming election on November 6th. 

 

Scripture 

“The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds of Tekoa, which he saw 

concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah and in the days of 

Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. And 

he said: ‘The LORD roars from Zion and utters his voice from Jerusalem; the 

pastures of the shepherds mourn, and the top of Carmel withers.’” 

 

“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies 

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not 

accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look 

upon them. Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your 

harps I will not listen. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness 

like an ever-flowing stream.” 

 

 



If you were to see a political cartoon of the White House with a donkey 

and an elephant both trying to squeeze through the door, most of you 

would know what the cartoonist was trying to picture. If, in the same 

picture, the elephant was trying to knock down the door from the outside 

and a donkey was pushing against it from the inside, most would 

understand that as well. But, according to historians, the Democratic Party 

has never officially adopted the donkey as the symbol of their party, 

though they do use it. It became the symbol because of a political 

cartoonist named Thomas Nast in 1870. He was painting a cartoon of an 

anti-civil war faction within the Democratic Party, and because of their 

stubbornness, he pictured them as a donkey and it caught on. It caught on 

so easily because in 1828 those who disagreed with Andrew Jackson, the 

Democratic hopeful for the presidency, used the negative term for a 

donkey for him. Andrew Jackson took it as a compliment, even though it 

was meant negatively. He believed himself to be a man of principle and 

would not compromise those principles, so he gladly adopted the donkey 

as the symbol of his campaign. Thus, when Thomas Nast applied the 

donkey to a faction within the Democratic Party, it stuck. Then, in 1874, 

Thomas did a cartoon about the Democrats in which he pictured the 

donkey clothed in lion’s skin, and it was running loose in the zoo. The zoo 

animals were scattering everywhere, and as the elephant went out of the 

gate, Thomas captioned it as “the Republican vote.” When that hit Harper’s 

Weekly in 1874, though it was meant to be negative, the Republican Party 

officially adopted it as their symbol.  

As your pastor, I want to tell you that November the 6th, 2012 is important, 

not only in the life of the Church, but in the life of this nation because we 

will elect the person who leads the Executive Branch of the government of 

the United States of America, and then every four years afterward. We will 

also elect our state legislatures, and then every six years we elect our state 

senators. I do not believe anyone will disagree with the foundation for my 

concluding remarks in this lesson. I believe the Bible teaches without a 

doubt that God still cares about all of the people He has created, even 



those who are not in a right relationship with Him. Because He cares, He 

holds government responsible. Because He cares about people, He 

punishes and judges. November the 6th is important because 200 years ago 

a great experiment was tried, and it has worked pretty well. A President of 

this nation reminded us years ago that government is “we, the people.”  

Since God cares about people, and judges those acting as His servants who 

make decisions that affect the welfare of others whom He sovereignly rules 

over as Creator, then He just might one day judge this great country in 

which we live. Judgment would not only fall on Washington DC, it would 

fall on every part of this country. That is why November the 6th is so 

important in the life of this country. 

God Judges the Nations 

The book of Amos teaches that God raised up a farmer from the Southern 

Kingdom called Judah to go to the north and preach a simple message. 

The first thing he said was, “The LORD roars from Zion and utters his voice 

from Jerusalem.” The picture is not of Jehovah God shepherding His people 

as sheep, but of Him as a lion in full fury, full roar. When the breath of His 

roar goes out over the countryside, the sheep pastures dry up, cry out, and 

mourn. The top of Mount Carmel, that place where drought last affects, 

just withers at the sound and judgment of God as the lion.  

We have been concerned for a while about our crops and pastures. I heard 

someone say when it was 108° that they were glad the wind was blowing 

because it sure was cooler! I am thinking, you don’t have any sense…it is 

one thing to be 108°, and another for it to be 108° and the wind blowing 

20 mph! That wind took everything out of everything in this community. 

That is the picture in Amos of God as the Judge. Who does He judge? 

Ultimately, throughout this book, He will judge His covenant people, which 

are the northern people of Israel. But before He ever announces judgment 

upon them for their sins, He starts with six pagan nations around them. He 

told them for three transgressions and four, and then mentioned 

Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, and then named six nations. This “three and 



four transgressions” are the proverbial straw that broke the camel’s back. 

In each of these declarations of judgment, Amos never mentioned the first 

three sins, only the fourth sin. It is not important what the first three were. 

The important part is that those nations had sinned away their day of 

grace, and now judgment was on its way.  

Damascus was the capital city. It’s kind of like Washington or Moscow, and 

you know what that refers to. God judges nations. I think God and Amos 

were pretty crafty here. When you judge people for their sin, they take it a 

lot easier if you first talk about other people’s sin. If I were going to 

lambast you, you would like it a whole lot better if I first talked about 

someone else’s sin before I got to yours. As a matter of fact, I could 

probably get you so worked up by judging your neighbors for all of the sins 

they are doing that you aren’t that you might just say amen! People love it 

when God judges sin, especially the sin of others. But when God turns it on 

us, it hurts. Can you imagine the whooping and hollering in northern Israel 

when Amos got to the seventh nation of Judah? Amen God! They deserve 

it; they have broken Your Law! You have to understand how important 

symbolism was in the Old Testament. The number seven stood for 

completion, so when they quickly realized Judah was the seventh nation, 

they thought they were scot free, but then the eighth nation came into 

play.  

If God would judge and hold accountable the pagan nations like Syria, 

Moab, Ammon and Edom, how can our nation, a nation whose founding 

fathers based the principle of our Constitution on a form of law revealed in 

Scripture, believe that God would not judge us for our sin? That is why 

November the 6th is so important. God holds accountable those who make 

decisions for the people He has created. When God judges, it does not 

mean He doesn’t care, it means He does care. 

   

 



 The Transgressions of the Nations 

Amos said that God judged one nation for unusual cruelty in war. They 

actually took implements that were used to thresh out grain, laid the 

prisoners down on the ground, and ran them over their bodies. They 

threshed them like they would grain. God held two nations accountable for 

selling people into slavery to another land. God judged one nation for 

actually ripping open the bellies of pregnant ladies to enlarge their borders 

for profit. Can you imagine a nation that would not respect the life that 

was in the womb of a pregnant woman? In other words, God holds nations 

accountable for the way they treat other people. To God, sanctity of life is 

all forms of life, from conception to death. He even judged one nation for 

burning the bones of the king and turning it into lime. God would judge a 

nation for that kind of sin because it is a lack of respect for life. Then He 

zeros in on the nation of Judah, and because they are His covenant people, 

He holds them to the standard of His Law. When He turns to the nation of 

Israel, He mentions four sins that they have committed. 

God Judges Israel 

The point is that God judges nations for the way they treat people whom 

they have authority over. To be clear, the book of Amos was not written to 

the pagan nations. It was written to the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 

During the Civil War of 922 BC, the northern and southern tribes split. Ten 

tribes went to the north and two went to the south. In 721 BC, the 

Northern Kingdom will fall to Assyria, but Amos is writing in 760 BC and 

God is stepping into the life of His covenant people to tell them that 

judgment is on its way, so get ready. The Northern Kingdom was living in a 

time of materialistic prosperity, but there had been a great moral decline in 

the nation, and God is holding them accountable. As a matter of fact, in 

chapter 5, He will be so fed up with His covenant people that He is will say 

that it makes Him sick to His stomach every time they throw a feast in His 

name. He tells them every time they declare a solemn assembly and bring 

their offerings and sacrifices before Him, it makes Him sick. He says that 



He hates it; He detests it. Every time they strike up their harp and begin to 

sing, He just doesn’t want to hear it!  

Life was so prosperous in the Northern Kingdom that Amos actually called 

the rich ladies in the country “cows of Bashan” in chapter 4. This was not a 

compliment. The cows of Bashan were the fat, lazy, robust cows because 

they had life made. He pictures these ladies so blessed that they do not 

drink their wine out of a little glass, they drink it out of a bowl. They have 

a summer house and a winter house. They actually enjoy going to church. 

They command their husbands to go into the marketplace and make more 

money, because they cannot be satisfied. Their husbands keep doing more 

to satisfy the desires of the wife at home. The whole time the poor and 

righteous are being oppressed and mistreated, and God is angry. As a 

matter of fact, He tells His covenant people that He does not want their 

sacrifices, or tithes, or feasts, or singing, or sermons; He wants justice to 

flow like water. The picture is of a gully-washing rain, the ground 

saturating and running over. Then He dramatizes that picture and says to 

let righteousness roll like an ever-flowing stream. It is one thing when the 

water starts running off of the yard, but it is another when it all comes 

together and flows in a stream. That is what God wants. In other words, 

He is saying that He is angry with His covenant people because they are 

not lifing out their relationship with Him out on Main Street. They do not 

really have what they think they have with Him, or they would be out there 

living for Him. What is going on in the Church affects you, not just while 

you are in house of the Lord, but out in the world as well.  

The Church: God’s Covenant People and the World 

Let me be clear, there are many people who get this wrong. You cannot 

take God’s teaching to the nation of Israel and apply it to the United States 

of America. I love this country, but the United States, as a country, does 

not have a covenant relationship with God. Yes, we believe this country 

was founded on biblical principles, but not because God entered into a 

covenant with us. It was because the Founding Fathers understood the 



importance of biblical principles, law, and a constitution. But God does 

have a covenant with the Church in America, and around the world. The 

Church is God’s covenant people. How it goes with us greatly affects how it 

goes out in the world. Jesus clearly taught that His Church should be salt 

and light in the world. We should be in, but not of. Salt just really doesn’t 

work until you put it on for it to flavor or preserve. For light to be able to 

dispel darkness, you have to get it in the vicinity of darkness. For light to 

energize, it has to work from within. I believe that is what God intends for 

His Church. The way we transform society is by being in, but not being of. 

 Christian and the Government 

Now, how does the life of a Christian look in the public arena when it 

comes to government, not in a dictatorship, or a monarchy, but in a 

republic that uses democratic principles to elect its representatives? I think 

the founders of our country were very wise in that because they knew 

about the fallen-ness of man, they set up our system of government with 

checks and balances. They set up three branches, Executive, Legislative 

and Judicial because they did not want absolute power to be in any one of 

those branches. Throughout the history of our country, I personally believe 

it has been very beneficial to the country that we have a multiple party 

system, though you may disagree. I believe it works well with check and 

balance.  

 Party of the Lamb 

How do you look as a Christian if your party is the donkey, or the 

elephant? I want to suggest as Christians, when it comes to government, 

politics and the public arena, we are not a donkey or an elephant, but we 

are a Lamb. But I wonder if a political cartoonist were to picture the 

Church, would they use the symbol of a lamb to picture the influence of 

God’s people on society? I believe that is what should happen, but through 

research I discovered that most people pick their political affiliation 

because that is what their parents or grandparents were. It is really hard to 

break out of what your family has always been politically. I believe we 



have people in this country, and the Church, whose first allegiance is to a 

donkey or an elephant, rather than the Lamb of God. I think that is wrong. 

Don’t misunderstand; I am not saying this country needs a third party 

called the party of the Lamb. I do not want that at all. I do believe we 

need to do what Christ commissioned us to do, and that is to be a lamb in 

the meetings of the donkey or the elephant. You should look different. 

There is no way your allegiance to the Lamb of God can let you look like a 

donkey or an elephant in this day and age when you examine the national 

platform of those two parties.  

So how do we life this out? Just be who you are, a lamb, in either the party 

of the donkey, or the elephant. Understand that you have a party platform, 

and it is very simple. It is what distinguishes us as salt and light, and being 

in the world but not of the world, and it is why we must stay in the world. 

If God judges this great nation, He will also judge us with it, because this 

country is us. I want to give you three principles for the party of the Lamb. 

1. We are the party of revelation.  

We do not rely on reason, philosophy, or the will of the people. The 

foundation of our thought is the revelation that God has given us through 

His Son from the written Word of God. The Bible is inspired, inerrant, and 

infallible. It is the truth. We do not believe that God left it up to us to 

discover truth, but revealed it to us. Therefore, we must be diligent to 

interpret the revealed truth of God correctly, so that we not only know 

what He said, we will understand what and why He said what He said. 

Then, we will understand how it works and what it looks like to be a citizen 

in the United States of America in 2012, both in the city of man and city of 

God. We will understand that our ultimate authority does not come from 

man, but from God. While in the city of man, the city of God is lifing out 

principles that we believe are unequivocally true, right, and what is best for 

all people, not just God’s covenant people.  

I do not think we believe that anymore because there are so many people 

who have been so blessed in life, though they have never had a covenant 



relationship with God, but they just got under the umbrella. Many people 

live a blessed life because of the principles of God this nation was built 

upon.  

2. We are a party of relationships. 

The first priority relationship is God. As a lamb, I am in a right relationship 

with God, and it is the priority of my life. Once I get it right with Him 

because of what He did for me, it will so transform me that I will be right 

in all of my other relationships. It starts with my family, and then it will 

penetrate to my friends, co-workers, and community of neighbors. 

3. We are the party of righteousness. 

Because of revelation and relationships, we will not compromise that there 

is a standard of truth which is objective, not subjective. Those principles 

transcend all cultures and all peoples. They may look different in another 

nation or culture, but there is an ultimate standard of truth. Right character 

always leads to right conduct. Even when character is not right, people 

must have a standard of righteousness. For us, the standard of 

righteousness comes from the revealed truth of God. 

The Voice of the Church 

Let me tell you what makes us different. There should to be a cartoon of a 

meeting of donkeys and elephants going on at the same time with some 

lambs in each meeting. When the lambs talk, everyone listens because the 

thoughts of the lambs are valued. As the Church, I am sick of being used 

for our vote. It is time the Church got what it deserves, and that is a real, 

genuine voice. We have something to say. We can give voice to how God 

sees the situation. The country is wrestling with many things, and God has 

revealed His perspective to the Church. Therefore, because we are not 

earth bound, we are not just pragmatic, but eternal minded. We do not 

have the short view, do not take the shortcut, or go through the drive-thru 

window, we stay at the table. Truth will never change with us.  



But, we live in a country where many do not have God’s perspective, and 

that is the beauty of Christians. Because we are the party of the Lamb and 

the party of revelation, though you live your life differently, we can 

understand your life because we used to be fallen too. I used to be under 

the very nature that you are under.  

You might want to say that I do not understand what it means to be a 

single mom, but I can understand. You might say I have no clue what it is 

like to be born with a tendency to want a relationship with someone of the 

same sex, but I can understand if you will just talk to me so that I can 

understand where you are coming from. I do not want to condemn you, I 

want to be compassionate towards you and help you. I do not believe I 

serve a God who puts principle over people. He has real genuine principles, 

values, and truths that work because of His love for people. If we would 

just do it His way, this thing would work! If I do not understand, I promise 

that before I make a decision that will affect you, I want to hear what you 

have to say. You have to let me get close to you, and I am willing to take 

the time to do that. This thing is not about me, it is about you because you 

are my neighbor. I want to be the kind of neighbor I am supposed to be. 

This is not because I have a political agenda, it comes from my agenda to 

honor and glorify my God. Whether you believe in Him or not is not the 

issue if you will come under the life that He has ordained for us to live. 

Even without Him as your Lord and Savior, you will live the best life 

possible. There is just protection and blessing when a nation comes under 

the sovereignty of God! I have to life out those principles. 

Vote 

Now, I will make a lot of people mad here. I know I am not a national 

voice, but it has to start somewhere. I am willing to risk everything I have 

because of my love for this country and you. But we have to wake up 

because we have some serious problems in this country. It is time we quit 

talking about how it is going to affect our grandkids and great-grandkids. It 

is going to affect us and our children. It has to start with voting on 



November the 6th. Now rest assured, I will not tell you how to vote. But 

when you vote on November the 6th, do not vote as a donkey or an 

elephant. Vote as a party of the Lamb. You will only have two choices. One 

will be an elephant and the other will be a donkey, but you have to make a 

prayerful, humble choice when you vote. When that vote is over, I am 

praying that God calls some of us to be leaders in our government, 

schools, workplace and community, and be lambs. 

 Party of the Elephant 

How does this look, practically? Let’s suppose your political affiliation is an 

elephant, and you are a lamb. You have a problem. The problem is the 

perception that you are pro-business and only care about the rich people of 

the country. As a lamb, I would be getting together with other elephants 

and try to solve this social problem. What is the right gap between a 

business owner pouring in capital, and those who provide the labor in 

order to earn more capital? What is appropriate, if it really is not just about 

me but my neighbor? The lambs should lead the elephants to solve that 

problem. A lamb has to decide if it is ok to have a second home, or third, 

or fourth. Is it ok for my salary to be three times more or one hundred 

times more? Where is that gap? The world will never solve it, but Christians 

should. There needs to be a time when the lambs stand up and say, “How 

can I add all these things when the people who are helping me to get 

these things cannot even afford insurance?” That is a serious question for 

serious people. That should come from the people who know Jesus Christ.  

 Party of the Donkey 

If you are in the party of the donkey, you have a big problem too. Yes, 

history paints you as the party of labor. But wow, have you got a problem. 

You know what has been happening on your guard and why the elephants 

are so upset. You keep shielding people who show up on a day by day 

basis and do not put in an honest day’s work. You think they should be 

paid anyway. A lamb just cannot follow that because the party of the Lamb 

makes it clear that if you do not work, you do not eat. If I am a lamb, I 



have to bring attention to my party that the real reason we are losing our 

jobs is not just because someone can build it cheaper somewhere else. It is 

because we do not want to build it here anymore.  

If you are a lamb in the party of the donkey, you also have to lead the 

party to address the issue that life in the womb is sacred to God. 

Therefore, it should be sacred to you. You have to lead your party to quit 

hiding behind rape and incest and life of the mother because in America 

that is not primarily how abortion is used. It is being used as a 

contraceptive. 

Influence your Party  

We have some big problems in this country. We have to quit calling each 

other names and quit condemning. We have to be compassionate and 

caring. As lambs, I am not telling you to abandon your party; I am telling 

you to influence your party! Quit letting your party just count your vote 

when it really doesn’t affect public policy, it just gets people elected to 

another term! Do you honestly think God will only hold our representatives 

responsible for the decisions being made in this country? Absolutely not! 

According to the Word of God, He will hold all of us responsible in this 

country. When judgment comes, it will fall on all of us! There is never a 

question of whether the Church should quit being evangelistic and doing 

missions and go into politics. It is not either/or, it is both/and, all of the 

time. God uses government as a great instrument to provide an 

opportunity for all created people, not just redeemed people to live their 

life to the fullest. We have the greatest opportunity of all. It is not a right, 

it is a responsibility. Do not stay home on November the 6th, and do not 

just cast a vote out of loyalty to a party. Vote in loyalty to the Lamb of God 

and let’s transform our society. We will never agree on some things, but 

we should not be divisive about it, or have chaos in our streets because of 

it. If we continue to let politicians polarize us in order to stay in office, God 

help this great country. Be the lamb among the donkeys and the 

elephants.  



  

 


