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In less than 11 days, we will celebrate the 236th anniversary of the signing 

of the Declaration of Independence on the 4th of July. The leaders of the 

13 sovereign states declared that we would no longer be under their rule, 

and we are a sovereign nation. It has become a national holiday in this 

country. How will you celebrate the 4th? Some of you camp, some go on 

vacation, some will have a pool party. In one form or another, we will get 

together with friends and shoot off fireworks, or see a public display of 

fireworks. We will celebrate being free as the United States of America. I 

want you to ponder how you will celebrate the 4th, as we consider how we 

should celebrate being a citizen of the United States of America from a 

Christian perspective. This will be the first of a three part message entitled, 

The Donkey, the Elephant, and the Lamb.  

 

Scripture 

“Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the 

emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil 

and to praise those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good 

you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. Live as people who are 

free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God 

Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.” 

 



Peter, writing to the Jews who were scattered throughout the Roman 

Empire, makes it clear that as a body of believers and the New Testament 

Church, they are the people of God. Peter warns, instructs, and commands 

the Church to make sure they live out their faith in a pagan world. It is 

kind of amazing because unlike Paul, Peter begins with our submission to 

the government. Peter and Paul both make it clear that from a Christian 

perspective, we are to understand that human government is authorized by 

God to govern people who are fallen in their nature. In Romans chapter 

13, Paul teaches that human government is considered a minister or a 

servant of God. The same Greek word that was used for the ordained 

deacons in a local body is used here to apply to the government as a 

servant of God. As we consider how to celebrate being a Christian in the 

United States of America on the 236th anniversary of this country, let’s look 

at what the Bible authorizes government to do.  

Biblical View: Role of Government 

 Protect the Life of the People 

Genesis 9:6 tells us that God’s primary purpose for government is to 

protect the life of people. The foundation of government is the belief that 

all fallen people still bear the image of God in a distorted way; therefore, 

that life is sacred to God. As a Christian, we need to remember that in our 

biblical worldview of government, one of the primary purposes of 

government is to protect life, all life. Whether that life is in a mother’s 

womb, in an intensive care unit in a hospital, in a nursing home, or 

someone who lives on the other side of the tracks, that life is sacred. From 

a biblical perspective, since God has authorized the government to be His 

deacon, its first responsibility is to guard the sanctity of all life.  

 Punish Evil 

Paul teaches in Romans, and Peter teaches in 1 Peter that one of the roles 

of government is to also punish evil. Government is necessary because of 

the fallen nature of man. Because fallen man still has the ability to make 



willful choices, from time to time, man will make choices that are wrong 

and harmful, not only to himself, but to others and society. Government 

has the right to punish people for the evil they do and the wrong choices 

they make. We need to remember that only government, authorized by 

God, has the ability to bear the sword. In self-government, you do not 

have the right to bear the sword. In family government, you do not have 

the right to bear the sword. In Church government, you do not have the 

right to bear the sword. But in human government, God has ordained the 

government to have the ability to bear the sword, meaning the 

government can force you to do what it believes is best. We have to 

remember that. You do not want to be caught on the wrong side of the 

law. From a Christian perspective, our nation can never take away the right 

of the government to punish evil, even though people do not want to be 

punished.  

The first time we see the sword is in the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve 

made a terrible choice and got kicked out of the garden. Life was not the 

same on the outside of the garden as it was on the inside. I have a feeling 

they got homesick and wanted to go back, but an angel with a sword was 

standing guard to the entrance of the garden.  

In the life of Peter, we see the government getting ready to arrest Jesus, 

and Peter, a representative of the Church, rises up with a sword to protect 

Him. Jesus commands him to put the sword away. From a Christian 

worldview, as we get ready to celebrate our independence, we must 

remember the role of government in our lives. It is to protect the life of 

people and to punish evil.  

 Promote Good 

In this same passage, the Bible also teaches the principle that the role of 

government is to promote good. Timothy is a young man in the Lord who 

has many spiritual responsibilities in the Church. One of the things that 

Paul tells Timothy in his first letter is to pray for all people, and especially 

certain rulers, leaders, and government officials, so that people can live a 



quiet and peaceful life in godly fear and dignity. Then the Bible states that 

it is God’s desire for all to come to the knowledge of the truth and be 

saved.  

I struggle with putting that together. How am I to pray for my leader so 

that we can have a quiet, peaceful life as citizens of that country, and yet 

God say it is His desire for all men to come to the knowledge of the truth 

and to be saved? Have you ever wondered about that? The reason is that 

one of the purposes of government is to promote good, and peace among 

its citizens. Therefore, they can be free to do what the citizens who are in 

the Church are called to do, which is to preach the gospel and promote 

Jesus, so that all men can ultimately know who He is and come to saving 

knowledge of Him. It is not the business of the government to promote the 

Church, it is the business of the government to promote good among its 

citizens, so that the Church can ultimately do what it is called to do, and 

that is to proclaim the gospel! We need to remember that as citizens in this 

country, the government protects life, punishes evil, and promotes good.  

Submit to Governing Authority 

Peter says to submit to every human institution, whether it be the 

emperor, or the man that he sends out to punish evil or to praise good, for 

this is God’s will. Now remember, Peter is writing to Jews who are 

scattered throughout the Roman Empire, and they are entering a time of 

persecution where many will be called to lay down their life for the gospel, 

and they were told to submit that government. When Paul wrote to the 

Church at Rome and told them to submit to the governing authority in their 

life because the government is a minister of God, he is writing to a tiny 

Church in Rome. A man sat on the throne who had declared himself to be 

Lord. To be a citizen of that country you had to pledge your allegiance that 

Caesar is Lord, or Caesar Kurios. If you did not, he could take your life with 

the sword, and they were called to submit.  

The good news is that none of us have to put ourselves it that situation 

because we are not living under one of those kinds of governments. How 



are we to submit to our government? What are you really saying when you 

see a flag that represents America with those stars and stripes, and 

someone says: “Attention, salute, pledge?” 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, 

and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

 

Intent of the Founding Fathers 

The big misconception among Christians in America is that we live in a 

democracy. Did you see democracy in the pledge to our flag? It is the 

republic for which it stands. On this 236th anniversary of the Declaration of 

Independence, let’s remember the intent of the founding fathers. It was 

not for this country to be ruled by the people. The intent was for the 

country to be ruled by law, so we were given a constitution with a bill of 

rights that applied to every citizen. The United States is not, and never 

was, intended to be a direct or pure democracy where the will of the 

people is declared on every issue. This government was founded on a 

republic principle, which means that representatives of the people make 

laws under the authority of the Constitution of the United States of 

America. Our founding fathers believed there was an absolute authority in 

the universe, and that He was the Creator. Certain inalienable rights were 

bestowed upon every creature of God. Therefore, they founded a republic. 

They believed, to a great degree, that this is how God governed His people 

in the Old Testament, which was a theocracy. The founders lived in 

oppression as a minority under the empire of England. With everything in 

their power, they fled to this country for a new start. So by the time July 

4th, 1776 rolled around, they signed a Declaration of Independence. It was 

first drafted by Thomas Jefferson, and then approved and edited by the 

Constitutional Congress to declare their intent to be a sovereign nation, 

and no longer under the tyranny of Britain.  



Isaiah 33:22 says, “For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law giver, the 

Lord is our king, He will save us.” It is a verse that many of us have 

overlooked. Israel rejoiced in the truth that the Lord was their judge, 

lawgiver, and king. They knew that salvation was in Him. This reminds us 

of the three branches of government in our country: legislative, executive, 

and judicial. But, our founding fathers feared the fallen nature of man. 

They had lived under tyranny and knew what it was like to have a monarch 

who made decisions that were unjust toward its people. According to his 

writings, Thomas Jefferson not only feared tyranny, he feared what he 

called mobocracy. He feared the wishes and desires of the masses. He 

feared 51% of this country ruling and trampling on the rights of the other 

49%. So he, and other framers of our Constitution, put in a system of 

checks and balances. The founders set up a constitution that really could 

not be changed by the majority. It would take a super majority to change 

it. This is why our government was set up with three branches that would 

“check and balance” each other so that no one branch would become too 

powerful.  

Branches of Government of the United States of America 

 Legislative Branch 

The legislative branch is divided into two groups. There is a Senate, which 

is elected by all of the people in a state, and the House of Representatives, 

which is elected by the people living in the districts of a state. Every state 

only has two senators. The population in the state does not matter, so that 

each state gets the same amount of votes. The House of Representatives 

is considered the house of the people because the people choose a 

representative from their own district. They are collectively known as 

Congress and legislate law under the Constitution.  

 Executive Branch 

It was never the intent of the founding fathers for the President of the 

United States to be elected by a popular vote. That is why we have 



Electoral College. It is comprised of the number of senators and 

representatives that each state has. For example, Kentucky has eight 

votes, since we have six representatives and two senators. It takes 270 

votes by the Electoral College to be elected president of the United States. 

The beauty of the Electoral College is that the individual sovereign states 

elect the president, not the mass of people. There is a movement in our 

country today to do away with the Electoral College because many think it 

just does not seem right for a president not to have the majority vote of 

the nation. But the Electoral College was about liberty and justice for all. It 

was intended so that people who live in the most populated areas could 

not have the deciding vote in all of the people’s life of the United States. So 

in other words, Kentucky’s vote really counts. It counts equally with the 

vote of New York, California, and Florida. If the Electoral College were 

done away with, the candidates would not campaign in states like Kentucky 

and Tennessee or other smaller state, because they would not count. The 

only people who would count would be those who live in the six largest 

metropolitan states of this nation. Our founding fathers did not want that 

to happen. They wanted the president to be elected by the states, and the 

representatives that were legislating to be elected by the people. 

 Judicial Branch 

The president nominates, and the Senate confirms the judicial bench. 

When there is a dispute about the Constitution of the United States, it goes 

to the Supreme Court. They have the final say, and they supposedly do not 

bow down to the wishes or whims of the mass of people. They supposedly 

make a decision based on the Constitution of the United States. The 

founding fathers believed in absolute law because they believed in a 

Creator who created man in His image. They believed the majority should 

never trample the rights of the minority.  

 

Thomas Aquinas, a Catholic theologian in the 1200’s, spent a lot of time 

studying government from a scholarly perspective. He said there are only 



two kinds of government: a just government, and an unjust government, 

and he gave three examples of each.  

 

Just Government 

1. A Just Monarchy 

A just man, who was in a relationship with God, compassionately ruled the 

people with their best interest in mind.  

2. A Just Oligarchy 

A group of aristocratic people who were educated, studied the law and 

God, and made just decisions for the people.  

3. A Just Democracy 

Just people made decisions for the people. The reason he thought that this 

was third was because if you had a group of just people ruling, it would 

take a long time to make a decision if a change needed to be made. It is 

kind of like a Baptist committee, it takes forever!  

 

Unjust Government 

1. Unjust Democracy 

The reason is that if it takes unjust people a long time to make a decision, 

it will be a long time before that decision affects each person.  

2. Unjust Oligarchy 

It would take a group of unjust aristocrats a little longer to enact a bad 

decision. 

3. Unjust Monarchy 



This is what he feared the most, and we have seen this throughout the 

history of the world.  

When I came to Hardin Baptist Church, I had a few disagreements from 

one of our older members. I just could not see life from his perspective on 

some issues. He would say, “One day you will see it.” Well, I knew I was 

getting old when I started to see life as he did! It is just amazing what 

gaining some wisdom and a few gray hairs will do for you! When Thomas 

Aquinas became elderly, he wrote his famous Summa Theologica, and he 

said the best form of government would be to have a monarch who led the 

nation, but was held in check by a group of people who were elected from 

the mass of society. Thomas Jefferson and James Madison led our country 

to have three levels of government 500 years later.  

 

Celebrate 

How are you going to celebrate the 4th? Celisa and I were in England in 

2005 for our 25th wedding anniversary. There were no celebrations on the 

4th of July! There was no American flag. We could not believe that England 

was not celebrating Independence Day, and then it dawned on us…there is 

a reason they do not celebrate it in England!  

As a Christian, with a biblical worldview of government, we should 

celebrate July 4th, 2012 by voting. If you can go to the lake, or watch 

fireworks, or have a picnic, or any other form of celebration, you should 

also vote on July 17th. If you live in Marshall County or in the City of 

Murray, do not dare have a grill-out or wave a flag if you are not going to 

vote on July 17th!  

A republic government gives us the right to make the decisions on certain 

local issues. The best decisions are made by the people who live in that 

area, so we are given the freedom called local option laws. These are not 

decided by a representative style of government. They are determined by a 

pure democracy. The local option law recognizes that everyone in the 



United States does not feel the same, and gives us the right to determine 

the outcome of the issue. Everyone living in that jurisdiction has a vote, 

and every vote is equal. It does not matter where you are socially, 

economically, religiously, or politically; each vote counts. A simple majority, 

even by one vote, will determine that issue.  

We should praise God that we live under the kind of government we do so 

that we can decide these issues ourselves. On July 17th, Marshall County 

and the City of Murray will vote. Marshall County will decide if liquor to be 

sold in the county by the drink, and by the package. The citizens who live 

in the City of Murray precinct have the option to cast a vote for the sale of 

package liquor. Do not dare celebrate the 4th of July if you think it does not 

matter if you vote or not! How dare we defy the founding of this great 

country by being complacent when it comes to issues that our government 

allows us to vote on!  

We will also celebrate the 4th of July by voting on November the 6th. The 

United States of America is going to elect a president who will lead the 

Executive Branch of our government, as well as six representatives who 

will represent us in the House of Representatives. This is so important 

because the representatives will be a check and balance to the person who 

holds the highest executive office in this country. Then, the president will 

nominate the Supreme Court Justices to the bench. On the senate side, the 

nominations must be confirmed by the representatives who we elect.  

When you submit to the government of this country, you are submitting to 

God. We must vote as people of character and conviction. One of the 

Articles of the Constitution is a separation of Church and state. Families 

fled Europe because the government governed the Church. Neither is it the 

right of the Church to govern the government. The government in this 

country cannot influence you in your relationship with God, whose 

authority you are ultimately under. The Constitution does not, though 

Christians believe it does, separate Christian from state. It does not. You 

cannot be a person of character unless you are lifing out your relationship 



with Jesus Christ, not only in a salvation sense, but in a societal sense. 

When you go to the voting booth on July 17th and November the 6th, vote 

as a Christian under the authority of God, and do not forget it. Vote with a 

biblical worldview on the issue you are voting on, whether it is a local 

option, or electing the president, or representatives.  

 


