
Search and Rescue 

Luke 15:1-3 

 

It is our prayer that with us, you truly entered into the presence of the 

Lord this morning, and truly enjoyed giving Him what He’s truly worthy of 

and that is our worship, amen? Do you sense you came close to truly 

worshipping Him this morning? Wow… we’re not here to be entertained, 

we’re here to truly enter into the presence of Jehovah God, amen? If you 

have your Bibles this morning, open to Luke chapter 15. You know it’s 

been a really difficult week in the life of our church this week. We’ve had 

several, several, several of our folk called home to be with the Lord, 

therefore this morning as we rejoice, there’s a lot of families that are 

hurting and suffering, and let’s not forget about them. Ms. Adele Dunlap 

went on to be with the Lord and she’s going to be brought home here 

Saturday for her final memorial service, so please do not forget Ms. 

Daphne and their family. And of course you know Scooter Don, wow he’s 

been faithful to the campground service, and he’s been faithful here at 8 

o’clock in the morning. He passed away and he’s going to be open this 

afternoon at Filbeck, Cann and King funeral home; funeral tomorrow at 11 

o’clock, don’t forget him. And Mr. Dan Duncan, who’s been fighting cancer 

for over a year, passed away Friday night, and let’s not forget Dan. He’s 

actually going to be here tomorrow night from 4-8 and then the funeral is 

going to be here Tuesday morning at 11 o’clock; let’s do not forget Dan. 

Then also Mrs. Joan Treudt went home to be with the Lord too, now her 

arrangements are going to be up in Chicago IL, west of there I believe, so 

let’s not forget Bill and the Treudt family. Wow, it’s just been a really, 

really, really difficult week for a lot of our families, so please remember 

them in prayer. 

As we open to Luke chapter 15 this morning, knowing that this is the 

middle of our fall break, so we’ve got a lot of folks going to be gone this 



morning, but we’re so thankful you’re here this morning to worship the 

Lord. Luke chapter 15, let’s look at verses 1-4 because we’re going to use 

the entire chapter in summary, not verse by verse this morning. Luke 15 

verse 1 says this, “Now the tax collectors and sinners were all (look at that 

word all) drawing near to Him. And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled 

saying, this man (look at this) receives sinners and eats with them. So He 

told them this parable.” Have you ever noticed in life, there are things once 

lost that sometimes get searched for, and other times don’t get searched 

for? For example, how many times have you received change back at a 

drive-through window, and you dropped a penny or a nickel or a dime, and 

the lady started to replace it and you say don’t worry about it? You never 

open the door to find that lost penny, why? It’s because in your mind, that 

penny is just not valuable enough to you to look for it, to go to the trouble, 

even though you see it lying on the pavement. All you would have to do is 

open the door, reach down, pick it up, put it in your pocket; you don’t go 

to the trouble because of the insignificance of its value. But have you ever 

been a guy, reached into your back pocket, and your billfold is missing? 

That’s a different story, amen? Now some of you young guys are looking at 

me strange, when you get 50 that will happen to you a lot, amen? I’m 

always looking for things. Do you know when you get that little ring out of 

the 25 cent bubble gum machine? But what about that time when your 

wife misplaced the wedding ring? We look for that don’t we? Have you 

ever been on vacation and get home and your daughter has left her 

favorite doll? No matter how much she cries, you are not going back to 

Orlando for a doll. I wonder what would happen if we got home from 

Disney World and unloaded the luggage and one of your children were 

missing. We probably would head back, agreed? I think you understand 

that what determines whether or not we look for something, or do not look 

for something, is the perceived value to us. This chapter in Luke chapter 

15 is about searching for things that are lost; a sheep, a coin, and a son. 

What’s the point? This parable that Jesus teaches that involves 3 stories, 

all pointing to one truth, is the value of sinners who repent, to God. Did 

you catch that? It’s the value of sinners who repent, to God. Now to truly 



understand the context, we’ve got to back up to at least the 13th chapter of 

Luke. Here’s why, Luke’s an historian. But as an historian, Luke’s not just 

writing an historical narrative, he’s writing an historical narrative that has a 

point; that has a message. So he’s carefully, under the leadership of God’s 

Holy Spirit, weaving some stories together from the teaching ministry of 

Jesus Christ, that he’s carefully researched and collected and he believes 

with all of his heart are true and factual, as he begins to write them down 

and arrange them. For you see if you go back to the 13th chapter, verses 

12-20, you begin to see this, Jesus starts teaching about a narrow gate, a 

narrow door. And He tells the crowd who is following Him; you had better 

seek to make sure you’re on the right road; that you’re going to enter in 

this narrow gate. Then He warns that there’s a master of the house, and 

when he shuts that gate, when he shuts that door and you find yourself on 

the outside, no matter how hard you knock, he’s not going to open that 

door. When that door closes on you, no matter how much you knock, it’s 

eternally too late. Then He begins to teach about the kingdom of Heaven 

and He begins to talk about a banquet table. He begins to talk about a 

wedding feast. Then He begins to tell the crowd when you throw a big 

party, you have certain people on your list and those people on your list 

are people just like you. He said, when is the last time you sent out a guest 

list and you invited the lame, and you invited the crippled, you invited the 

blind, you invited the sick, you invited the leprous? He said you don’t invite 

those folks, why? Then He began to teach about counting the costs of true 

discipleship. The next thing you know, you have Pharisees questioning and 

examining the teaching of Jesus. But all of a sudden you see a group of 

people who are flocking to Him, and they’re tax collectors and sinners, and 

Luke says they’re all drawing to Jesus. Have you got this picture? The 

teaching of Jesus is drawing a crowd. And now the Pharisees, the religious 

of the day, (can I just say the church folk) the legalists; they don’t talk to 

Jesus; they begin to grumble among themselves. If we’re not careful, 

that’s what church folks do, amen? I wonder how things would change if 

we took our grumbling 1st to God before we talk to our wife, or we talk to 

our husband, or we talk to our children, or we talk to our neighbor, or we 



talk to our best friend? We ought to try that every once in a while, amen? 

But you know the Pharisees, they didn’t come to Jesus, they began to 

grumble among themselves and here’s what they said, they nailed it, they 

were dead on, “He receives sinners”. He not only receives sinners, He eats 

with them. Boy to eat with somebody in the biblical world, to sit down at 

the table with somebody was to accept them. One of my favorite places to 

go in Murray to eat (now I’m not pushing restaurants, not saying you 

should go here, this is not an advertisement), but I love to go the little 

restaurant down at the bottom of the hill called the Hi-Burger . Now the 

reason is, is because it’s a real small restaurant and they have real small 

tables and most of the time you can’t wait to get a table, you have to just 

look around and go sit down with somebody, amen? And I’m amazed at 

the people that come in at the Hi-Burger that will never sit down at a table 

until they get their own table. Boy there’s just something said about sitting 

with somebody eating at a table, amen? Somebody walks in and sees you 

eating with somebody and whoa, you’ve got a reputation now. Jesus had a 

reputation, the reputation was He receives and fellowships; accepts 

sinners. Now watch this, knowing the Pharisees are grumbling, He begins 

to teach a parable. Now be careful here, be careful with parables. When I 

started preaching, I disliked preaching parables because I couldn’t make 

everything fit. I could get a parable almost 85% correct, but there’d always 

be a few missing figures that I just couldn’t figure out what God was 

talking about. Then I learned one day, you know that’s not what parables 

are all about. Parables teach one main truth and one main truth only. 

Parables are not meant to be taken apart and look at each part in detail, 

but to back off and get the point. But boy this parable has 3 stories, and 

while the stories are different, the stories all have the same melody, the 

same tune. I’m amazed how a guitar, a piano, an organ and a drum, all 

listened to individually, make a complete different sound and yet you can 

put them together and it’s beautiful, amen? That’s how these 3 stories 

connect. It’s about lost things, lost things that are found.  



We 1st have a man who has 100 sheep and he loses one of them. Do you 

know what he does? He doesn’t praise the Lord he’s got 99. Once one is 

missing, he leaves the 99 and goes after the one… what? I mean on the 

surface, in the Judean wilderness, would you not be endangering the 99 if 

you left the 99 and went seeking the one? This man seeks the one and 

when he finds him (watch this), in the story that Jesus tells, he doesn’t 

scold the sheep. When he sees the sheep, do you know what he does? He 

rushes over to the sheep, he rescues the sheep, gets it out of the thorns, 

gets it out of the briars, he throws it on his shoulder. He didn’t grab it by 

the neck and drag it back to the 99, he lovingly puts it on his shoulders, a 

sheep that’s aimlessly wandered off by himself, is now drawing all attention 

of the shepherd to himself, is now on the shoulders of the shepherd, and 

he comes back and he restores it to the fold. Jesus said, man when a 

sinner repents, there’s joy in Heaven! Now this is going to hurt some of 

you and it’s going to hurt some of you really, really bad, but did you know 

according to this story, joy comes to Heaven more over one sinner coming 

back who’s strayed , than the 99 who never strayed? Get over yourself, 

amen? It used to be about you when you were the lost sheep, but you’re 

not the lost sheep anymore! But there are still lost sheep, amen? And 

guess what the shepherd’s going to do? He’s going to go after the lost 

sheep, why? It’s because the lost sheep doesn’t have enough sense to 

come back home. And praise God we have in this story, a seeking 

shepherd, amen? Didn’t Jesus one day say, after Zacchaeus had come to 

know the Lord, (and he was a chief tax collector, now guys you know that 

tax collectors were so despised, worse than the IRS…sorry if you work for 

the IRS, no disrespect there. But you see in the biblical day, if you were a 

Jew and you wanted to be a tax collector, you actually bid on a franchise 

and Rome mandated how many tax dollars had to be collected from that 

district, and as a tax collector anything you collected over was yours. So to 

be a Jewish tax collector was to be a turncoat. Did you know that once you 

became a tax collector you could not give a testimony in court, Jewish 

court? Did you know that if you were a Jewish tax collector and you came 

to the synagogue, the synagogue would not accept your alms? Wow! Now 



a tax collector gets saved, named Zacchaeus, and Jesus utters that 

famous) “for the son of man came to seek and save that which was lost”?  

Now we go to a coin, and we’ve got a lady and she’s got 10 coins. Now this 

story is really difficult for us because there’s been a lot of times we’ve got a 

lot of change, we lose the change, we don’t seek it; this woman has 10 

drachma coins. That’s about the equivalent of a day’s wage for a common 

worker. She’s got these 10 coins and she notices one is missing. Now she’s 

got a real small house; she’s a poor lady. She lights a lamp, she gets a 

broom out and she sweeps every nook and cranny of her house until she 

finds that coin, and once she finds it she rejoices, and she calls her friends 

and says hey I’ve found my lost coin. Now this doesn’t make sense to us; 

let me tell you what’s going on here. In the biblical world when you 

married, having a dowry was real important, you understand that right? 

Some fathers put up certain dowries so that some man would marry his 

daughter. The lady in the story probably does not have a dad. Do you 

know what ladies who were poor did? They worked and saved their money 

and then they would take their coins and they would weave them into a 

headdress. When a lady had 10 coins on her headdress, she was now 

eligible to go down to the village well and march with the other young 

ladies. Now that may sound strange to you guys, but when I was a 

teenager and we were looking for girls (don’t tell Celisa I told this story), 

we had a circle through Murray. We’d get in our trucks and we’d circle the 

court square, and then we’d head west out of town on Main St. Now when 

you got to the other side of the town, there was the Dairy Queen on the 

left and the Burger Queen on the right, do ya’ll remember those 

restaurants? Now, if you were a city dude, (went to the city school system) 

you circled the Dairy Queen. A country boy would never be caught circling 

the Dairy Queen, because that meant you weren’t a real man! If you were 

a real man, you went to the right and you circled that little burger joint, 

amen? We went for meat, not ice cream! Once you made that circle, you 

started heading back down town. So a girl decided real quick if she wanted 

a city guy or a country guy, so the girls would be at the Dairy Queen or the 



burger joint, and we made that circle for years, and years, and years, and 

then when you found your girl, then you quit circling! Well that’s exactly 

what happened in the biblical world, a young girl would go down to the 

village well, she would march around the well in one direction and the 

single men would come to the village well on Friday night, and they’d circle 

in the other direction. Do you understand why this lady searches for that 

coin? This lost coin is valuable to her because her future depends upon the 

coin! Now, listen to what the Bible says (this is Jesus interpreting the 

story), “when a sinner repents, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 

God”, over that one sinner repenting. You see we’ve went from joy in 

Heaven, more joy in Heaven over the sinner repenting, than the 99 

righteous. Now we have the joy immediately in the presence of the angels, 

now according to Scripture, who always surrounds God on the throne? It’s 

the angels of God, according to the book of Revelation, 10,000 times 

10,000, and thousands, and thousands of angels! What are we beginning 

to see here? We’re beginning to see the very heart of God! Who’s the heart 

of God after? It’s the righteous, no… the unrighteous, the sinner who 

repents. You see the lost sheep and the lost coin, on their own, would 

never find their way back home, but we’ve got a shepherd and we’ve got a 

lady who diligently searches. What’s this teaching us? The who of salvation 

is not the sinner, but the who of salvation is God, a sovereign God who 

came to seek and to save that which is lost, and sweeps every nook and 

cranny, seeking out sinners and calling them to a life of repentance. 

 Now we’ve gone from 1 of 100 (sheep), to 1 in 10 (coins), to now 1 in 2, 

and we meet a father. A father, who has 2 sons, and the young son wants 

what’s his, takes it, goes out and wastes it. In the KJV of the Bible, this son 

is called the prodigal son; prodigal living. The word prodigal literally means 

to be extreme, to be lavish, or to be generous. So you can see this boy in 

sin, with 1/3rd of his father’s estate and he’s living lavishly, he’s living 

generously, he’s living extremely, agreed? You get the story, you know 

what all he does, he loses everything and now this little Jewish boy who’s 

lost everything is now getting a job feeding pigs; that would have been 



devastating.  And do you know what he finds himself eating? The fruit off 

of the Carob tree, the pods. In Rabbinical writings, the most destitute place 

a man could find himself is when he has to turn to the pods to eat; that’s 

why Jesus appeals to this. Sin has taken this man to the lowest point of 

misery. Now we don’t have a sheep that’s aimlessly wandered off, or a coin 

that’s lying lifeless; we’ve got a boy who is destitute and sin has robbed 

him of his dignity. And he has plummeted to depths he could have never 

imagined. You see we’re now to the why of salvation, the who of salvation 

is God. The why of salvation is rejoicing in Heaven and the misery of lost 

sinners. Here this boy is and he comes to himself; he starts home. Now 

when he starts home; (watch this) we’ve already seen God as the seeking 

shepherd, but now we get a picture of Him as the waiting Father. You see 

all of the time this sinner is in sin, the father is on the back porch with his 

head and his heart turned in the direction of that sinner, and he’s waiting. 

He’s waiting for what? He’s waiting for him to come home. Now his head 

comes over the sage grass, back over the north 40, and when he sees him 

coming do you know what the father does? He does what was in Jewish 

society the most undignified thing a father could do; rise from his position 

of authority and run, because fathers didn’t run in that society. You came 

home to the father, you approached him on his terms, but this father runs 

to the son. The son practices, now rehearses, now recites that speech and 

the father cuts him off, throws his arm around him and hugs him and 

kisses him. He asks for the robe to be brought, asks for the ring to be put 

back on his hand. That is the equivalent today, of giving the son back the 

checkbook after he bankrupted your whole estate on drugs and alcohol. 

They put shoes on his feet; a sign of sonship. And do you know what this 

father did? He said to the servants, kill the fatted calf. That calf had been 

in that lot for days, possibly weeks getting ready for a special honored 

guest who just might appear, and now this sinning son who has repented, 

is going to sit down at the family table as the guests of honor, on the right 

side of the father. Wow! Does our Father love sinners, or does our Father 

love sinners, amen? You know, really when you hear what I just said, this 

parable should never be called by anyone the prodigal son. What it should 



really be called is the prodigal father, amen? Because can I just say, what 

the father did to this son was generous, lavish, extreme, anyway you look 

at it, amen? Now the son’s back home but there’s another son, 2nd son, 

and he hears there’s a party and he’s running late to the party so while he 

comes in and puts all of his tools away because he’s been working for the 

father all day long, he asks who the honored guests is, and wow he hears 

that it’s his brother, the father’s youngest son. And do you know what he 

does? He pouts. He says I’m not going in there, if they’re throwing a party 

for him, I’m not going to the party. And he begins to think of all the years 

he’s served the father, and finally the father comes out and his son says to 

him, (notice this, not my brother) your son. You know how that little game 

works right? Every time our kids did something good, they’re Celisa’s and 

every time they did something bad, they’re mine. “Do you know what your 

son did today”? “Go ahead and tell me”. I come home another day, “do 

you know what my son did today”? Aren’t we glad the elder son didn’t see 

the young son coming? I don’t know if he would have went ahead and 

come or not. If the elder son had met the younger son, can you imagine 

what he might have said? “What are you doing here? You lost everything 

Dad worked for didn’t you? You know if I was you before I’d come home, 

I’d get a job and I’d straighten myself up. I’d at least work long enough to 

have enough money to take a shower and get me some clean clothes 

before I had the nerve to come back, after you’ve broke Daddy’s heart all 

of these years”! Praise God the father ran to the son, now the elder son 

won’t come. The father pleads with him to recognize how you have me, 

and you’ve always had me, and the only reason you haven’t had a fatted 

calf killed for yourself is because you’ve never asked for it. If the story 

went on, it doesn’t, I’m sure the father would try to get him to realize the 

blessings of having a father and not just wanted the things of the father.  

Now here’s the point, where are you at? Are you a repentant sinner? God 

loves you. He wants you to change your attitude about your life and come 

home. No matter how long you’ve broke His heart, no matter how long 

you’ve grieved Him, He wants you to come home. When you come home, 



you’re not going to be 2nd rate, you’re not going to be 2nd class, you’re not 

going to get the chair at the end of the table way down there in the corner, 

and be the last one to be served. Oh that’s what you deserve, but you’re 

going to get grace, you’re going to get to sit beside the Father, and He’s 

going to talk about you, and you’re going to be the toast of the party, and 

it’s going to be all about you for a little while. Or are you the 2nd son? You 

see I believe the 1st son represents the tax collectors and the sinners; the 

father represents God. At the same time God deals with sinners to come 

home, God also deals with the ones who are at home, that while their 

actions may say they’re right, God knows our attitude is not right. Did you 

know it’s possible to be sitting here this morning and your attitude not be 

right toward God because of how extreme, and generous, and lavish God is 

toward others? That was the Pharisees. If Jesus was who He said He was, 

He ought to eat with them. No, Jesus didn’t eat with them very often, the 

Pharisees and the scribes, because He came to lavish His grace on sinners. 

Which son are you? Both sons needed to come home. Are you at home this 

morning? Let’s pray.  


