
Raising Godly Children: Instruction 

 

 We are going through a series on family and I have been given the task to 

talk specifically to parents and we’ve been looking at raising godly children. 

I told the kids at camp this week that I have sort of a love-hate 

relationship with camp and I want to tell you why. I love camp because it 

can be a great tool to be used by students to help further their walk with 

Christ. Some students realize it is a week to get away from distractions to 

really seek the Lord through prayer and bible study and service and it can 

be a great tool in the discipling of children and students, but for others it is 

used as a crutch and that’s one of the reasons that I can have a hate 

relationship with camp. For some students they think if I can just go to 

camp for a week then everything will be A-ok with my relationship with 

God. I can go one week and I invest in bible study, I invest in prayer, I 

invest in serving the kingdom for a week, everything will be ok, and I think 

that some parents have that same mindset. If I can just get my kid to go 

to camp for a week then everything will be ok with their spiritual walk with 

Christ. It sometimes can become a crutch and not only is this true with 

camp but it can also become true with church. For some of us our 

mentality is that a church is a place that I bring my child and I drop them 

off and I leave them with the professionals and the teachers to teach my 

kid everything they need to know about God. What I’m doing is I’m 

dropping my kid off and it is the job of the church to instruct my kid in a 

biblical worldview, to know how to think biblically through situations, to 

develop their love for Christ and to know how to interact in a biblical 

worldview of every situation in life. And it sometimes for some parents 

becomes a drop off mentality and I think the reason why is because we are 

so used to that in our culture. For instance, we drop our kids off a lot of 

times to a baseball coach to teach them how to play baseball. So we think 

I drop them off to play baseball, I drop them off to a band director, I drop 

them off to a dance coach, so I’ll just drop them off to church and the 

church will teach them everything they need to know about God. Well 



there’s a big problem in that, and the problem especially when I think 

about my 2 boys, is it’s ok for me as a dad to drop Crider and Finley off to 

a baseball coach so that the baseball coach teaches them about baseball. 

Because here’s the deal, my goal for Finley and Crider is not that they 

become professional baseball players who teach my great-grandkids about 

baseball. Now if they do, that’s great but that’s not my goal, that’s not 

what I’m setting my mind on. So it’s ok for me to drop them off to a 

baseball coach to teach them about baseball because failure doesn’t really 

matter, if they don’t become a professional athlete that’s ok. Now it’s 

another story when it comes to their relationship with God because my 

goal is that both of my sons come to a saving knowledge of Christ, they 

follow Him with all of their hearts and they have a model of how they can 

teach my grandkids and my great-grandkids about the glory of God. So 

when it comes to Christianity, when it comes to the faith, I can’t just drop 

my kids off and expect the church to do everything, it’s got to be me 

owning this, me insuring that I teach them about the glory of God. So 

when it comes to this drop off mentality that I think that a lot of us or 

especially as a culture we sometimes leans towards, there are 2 major 

problems with it.  

Number 1 it’s unbiblical, the biblical model as we’re going to see is that the 

parents are the primary disciplers of their kids and the church is secondary, 

the church is assisting, the church is a vital role in this process but it’s not 

the only role in the process. The parent relationship, the parent discipleship 

is the primary role from a biblical perspective. Warren Wiersbe’s in his 

commentary says this, “nowhere in the bible is the training of the children 

assigned to agencies outside the home, no matter how they might assist, 

God looks to parents for the kind of training that children need”. So first of 

all, it’s unbiblical to simply just drop kids off to camp or to church and 

expect all of their biblical formation to be done there. Secondly, it’s simply 

unpractical and for this I want to share with you these ping pong balls. 

Now in this container of ping pong balls there are 114 ping pong balls and 

what that represents is the waking hours your child has per week. 114 on 



average waking hours your kids spend not asleep but actually awake. Now 

if you’re faithful and you bring your kids to church and you drop them off, 

they’re going to spend approximately 1 to 2 hours per week there. Now if 

you notice in all of these ping pong balls there are 2 black ping pong balls. 

Now as you see that is not a whole lot of time when it comes to the whole 

rest of their week of spiritual formation of their time at church. That is only 

a very small piece and as you can see there are a whole lot more white 

balls than black balls. So there’s a whole lot more time our kids are 

spending outside of church than they’re spending inside of church, so if our 

kids are truly going to gain a biblical worldview, it has to be both the 

church and the home because most of these white ping pong balls are 

spent in places with you, it’s under your care, they’re under your 

instruction. So it has to be we can’t just say, well the church is going to do 

everything, because we see that’s not going to have much impact on our 

kids. It has to be the church and the home working together.  

To help illustrate this point I want to give you one more visual aid. This is a 

visual aid that the book of Parent Privilege gives, and it says that there are 

2 important things on a bicycle and that is there are 2 pedals. Now how 

many of you guys have ridden a bicycle before? If you’ve ridden a bicycle 

you know that there is a right pedal and a left pedal and if you want to go 

fast on a bike you know that to operate it the way the bike was meant to 

be, it’s important that you pedal both pedals. Pedal the right one and the 

left one. If you just pedal 1, you’re not going to get very far, very fast and 

it’s going to be very frustrating. What that book helps to describe is that 

relationship between the church and the home is like 2 pedals on a bicycle. 

You’ve got the church doing their role of discipleship of your kids as the 

right pedal but then you’ve got you as the left pedal doing your role of 

discipling your kids and as those 2 things work together the church and the 

home, not one, not the other, both, then the discipleship of God can truly 

be in effect and the Holy Spirit can use that in a great way. Now as you 

notice this bike is missing 1 pedal and my fear this morning is perhaps that 

some of you as parents have come and you’ve been very faithful at the 



one end of this. You’ve always brought your kid to church, you’ve always 

brought your kids to camp, and you’ve always done everything when it 

comes to VBS and all those different things, but you’ve neglected the left 

side of the pedal. You’ve neglected the discipleship at home so here is my 

goal this morning, I want to be an encourager, I don’t want to discourage 

any parent this morning. I don’t want you to hear this sermon this morning 

and thing man I’ve blown it, I’m not doing enough, and I need to be doing 

more. I don’t want this to be discouraging I want it to be encouraging. I 

want you to hear from the bible and have a desire to want to start really 

discipling my kids at home and hopefully through this message you’re 

going to find out exactly how to do that, so I want to be an 

encouragement to you to really take up that pedal and let the Holy Spirit 

use the home and the church to raise kids in the way of the Lord for His 

honor and His glory.  

So if you have your bibles, we’ve been in Ephesians 6 and we’ve been 

looking at verse 4 and it says, “Fathers do not provoke your children to 

anger but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord”. Now 

I just want to point out 1 more time in this text, that word “father”, I’m a 

father so when I hear that word father it really pricks me, I want to listen 

up on what it’s saying. Now here’s what I think Paul is saying, hey dads it’s 

time to engage. You see I think a lot of the problems in our culture at large 

is due to dads are disengaged at home. We’ve got dads who are working 

hard, they are really engaged at work, they are really engaged in their 

career, but when they come home, they disengage. They turn on the TV, 

they’re overwhelmed with their hobbies, they’re overwhelmed with their 

extracurricular activities and it’s just they’re disengaged. They’re not 

passionate about their kids, they’re not passionate about their wives, and 

leading them and teaching them, so I want to call to all of us dads in the 

room and I include myself in this, is to engage. We must engage at home.  

So what should we be doing at home? Well last week we looked on the 

discipline aspect of raising our kids in the Lord. It has to be discipline; if 

you missed last week I encourage you to get the CD because we’re not 



going to cover much of that but here’s what we learned, that discipline is 

for the purpose of correction, wisdom and good. Discipline is not negative, 

it is positive, it is teaching our kids, it is imparting to them wisdom. Then 

secondly this morning we are going to look at the 2nd half of that and that 

is instruction. You can’t just discipline Johnny every time he does 

something wrong, you also have to be instructing him 24/7 on the way he 

should go.  

One of the verses I read in Proverbs that really pricked me as a parent was 

Proverbs 1:8-9, it says this, “Hear my son your father’s instruction, and 

forsake not your mother’s teaching for they are a graceful garland for your 

head and pendants for your neck”.  Here Solomon is saying, son my 

instruction, your mother’s teaching, you need to be following them because 

they are a great value to you, they are a great value to your character, 

you’re going to be adorned by the teaching of your mom and dad. And 

what struck me in that verse as I think through me and Katie is we see the 

great value to parental instruction, so the question is are we as parents 

instructing? Are we giving our kids that great value, that garland on their 

head, that necklace around their neck, where they’re walking in our 

instruction? You see there is great worth in parental instruction as they’re 

giving it to their kids. So I was thinking why is it so important to teach and 

instruct our kids in the way of the Lord in the home? Why is God’s method 

as we’ll see here in a minute, why is it geared toward the home primarily? 

Here’s what I think, because at the home is where faith and life really 

meet, it’s where they really intersect.   

You see sometimes the church can be a sterile environment for learning 

about the things of God. For instance, sometimes our kids can be in First 

Fruits Farm or The Point and they’re sitting with other boys and girls and 

they have an instructor who is teaching them to love others more than 

their self. Sometimes there can be a sterile environment where they’re 

hearing it but they’re not really applying this, they’re not really seeing their 

own sin in this, and that is a good time to instruct but do you know when a 

better time to instruct about that is? It’s when your kid has just ripped the 



toy out of another kid’s hand. Now you’ve got a great moment to share 

with them the sin of loving themselves more than their neighbor. You’ve 

got this great opportunity to teach them a biblical worldview to think 

through, I’ve got to put this other person’s needs above myself. You see, 

you are in a situation where your kids are walking through life and what’s 

so great about parenting is that we can use all of the struggles of everyday 

life to teach our kids about the glory of God and how faith really interacts 

with true life. That’s why I think God is so passionate about us teaching 

our kids at home and not just at church. Remember there are 2 pedals and 

not just the church doing its job but us as parents doing our job at home. 

So what I want to share with you is God design for teaching our kids at 

home.  

If you have your bibles go to Deuteronomy chapter 6. Hopefully you as 

parents did your homework, you read through that as husband and wife 

and we’re going to look at that now. Beginning in verse 1, this is Moses 

giving the commandments of the Lord, “Now this is the commandment, the 

statutes and the rules that the Lord your God commanded me to teach 

you”, so Moses has received these things, now he is teaching the people. 

The reason is “that you do them in the land that you are going over, to 

possess it, that you may fear the Lord your God, you and your sons and 

your son’s sons”. So we already see a family mindset. Moses teaching the 

people so they then will teach their sons and their great grandsons, by 

“keeping all the statutes and His commandments which I commanded you 

all the days of your life that your days may be long. Hear therefore O Israel 

and be careful to do them that it may go well with you and that you may 

multiply greatly as the Lord the God of our fathers has promised you in a 

land flowing with milk and honey. Hear O Israel the Lord our God the Lord 

is one, you shall love the Lord your God with all of your heart, with all of 

your soul and with all of your might and these words that I command you 

today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 

children. You shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk 

by the way and when you lie down and when you rise.” So here we see 



God’s model for the home, were going to call this a D6 home or 

Deuteronomy 6 home.  

Here are the components to a Deuteronomy 6 type home. Number 1, God 

is exalted. So in a Deuteronomy 6 home the first thing is God is exalted. 

Here’s what God said, “Hear O Israel the Lord is one”, so here’s God saying 

I am the Lord, I am the only Lord, there are no other lords, it is simply Me, 

I am to be exalted, I’m to be the center of the home and everything should 

revolve and orbit around Me. See there’s a reason God tells Israel this 

because if you’ve read about Israel’s history, they struggle with this all the 

time, they constantly went to other gods and they were constantly raising 

up idols against the one true living God and God had to say, “Hear Israel, I 

am God, I am the Lord”, so a Deuteronomy 6 type home is number one 

has God who is exalted, He is the centerpiece, everything orbits around 

Him. You see, sometimes our tendency in the home is not for God to be 

exalted but for kids to be exalted. And sometimes we put our kids as lord 

of the home and everything revolves around the kids, all of the schedule 

revolves around the kids. We make sure they do every sport they possibly 

can, they do every extracurricular activity they can, they do every 

academic endeavor they can because we want them to be busy and happy 

and fulfilled and sometimes we can make our whole home about the kids 

and our schedule revolves around them and our schedule never reflects 

God whatsoever. He gets pushed to the side and we elevate our kids above 

the place of God, so here’s one of those diagnostic questions to think 

through. What does your schedule say about the importance of God in your 

home?  

That’s a huge question to ask. Does our schedule have everything else first 

and then God last, if He fits in, or if we have time? Or is it, here’s our 

schedule, God You come first, everything we do is coming out of and 

flowing from our relationship with You, so that Your exalted, the kids are 

orbiting around the glory of God, the parents are orbiting around the glory 

of God, and everything is done for the glory of God because God is exalted, 

He is the Lord? So everything we do, whether it’s sports, or whatever, it’s 



all done with God first, Him exalted, and everything done flowing out of a 

relationship with Him. So number 1, the first thing God must be exalted. 

He must be lived for in a Deuteronomy 6 home.  

So what does that look like? In other words, if God is exalted in your home 

what does that practically look like? I think there are 2 things, number 1, 

mom and dad are going to be worshipping God 1st and foremost and 

number 2, moms and dads are going to be teaching their kids about the 

glory of God. This is what it’s going to look like if you have God exalted in 

your home. So the 2nd thing we’re going to look at is parents worship God. 

Deuteronomy 6 said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all of your 

heart, with all of your soul, with all of your mind, and these words I 

command you today shall be on your heart”. If you remember in the New 

Testament, Jesus said this is the most important thing that you worship 

God above everything else, that you love Him more than everything else. 

You see, godly parenting begins with godly parents. It has to be parents 

who are worshipping the Lord their God above everything else and then 

from that relationship flows out to their kids. Here’s the question, are you 

worshipping God above everything else? Is Jesus Christ your highest 

desire? Is He your highest value? Dads and moms, do you value Jesus 

more than your kids, more than your spouse, more than your career, more 

than your hobbies, more than life itself? Is Jesus Christ the highest value in 

your life? And then secondly, are you living under His Lordship? Moms and 

dads are you personally having a walk with the Lord that shows you’re 

under His Lordship? Are you reading your bibles, are you praying, are you 

sharing the gospel and are your kids seeing you do those kinds of 

activities?  

You see I think that for some of our kids they assume prayer and bible 

reading is something you do at church, it’s a religious activity that has no 

connection to everyday life. Because they only see prayer at church, they 

only see bible reading at church, they think well that’s just something they 

do on Sunday, that’s a religious activity but then the other 6 days of the 

week, well that has nothing to do with life. Prayer and bible reading has 



nothing to do with everyday life because they don’t see moms and dads 

interacting on a daily basis in prayer and bible reading and instruction 

under the Lord Jesus. They’re not seeing when a conflict arises in the 

family, hey let’s go to prayer. They’re not seeing moms and dads sharing 

the struggles at work and who they’re praying for and who they’re sharing 

with and they assume well this is not something that we do every day. And 

I think when this happens, when moms and dads are not truly worshipping 

the Lord their God with everything they have, we can actually become a 

vaccine towards the gospel. I heard a camp pastor share this one time and 

he said what happens so often is that kids come to church with their 

parents and they hear about the life changing message of Jesus Christ, 

that Jesus is Lord, that living for Him is exciting, that He is the joy of 

universe and then they go home and they don’t see mom and dad doing 

any of those things. They see mom and dad bored in their relationship with 

Jesus Christ, they see them living for the world, not living for the glory of 

God and it can actually become a vaccine. We know what a vaccine is 

right? We take a virus and we inject it and it’s just enough of the virus 

where it won’t harm us but it allows our bodies to build up an immunity to 

that virus. That’s what happens sometimes when moms and dads aren’t 

living for the glory of God, their kids see enough and hear enough but then 

at home they see enough and hear enough where they’re exposed to the 

gospel but they find it not effective because they don’t see the life 

changing power at home, they’re not seeing a mom and dad who are 

bowing to the need of Jesus on a daily basis. So the 2nd thing parents must 

worship God. In a Deuteronomy 6 home, God is exalted and the parents 

are worshipping the Lord above all else. And then thirdly, parents teach 

children God’s glory. 

Here’s what it said in Deuteronomy 6, “And these words that I command 

you shall be on your heart, you shall teach them diligently to your children 

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the 

way, when you lie down and when you rise”.  It 1st says that the words are 

on our hearts, which means they’re at the very center of who we are. We 



are affectionate towards the word of God, we’re reading it, we’re 

meditating on it, and it’s affecting our lives parents. It’s on our hearts so 

when something comes up one of the 1st thing that comes out is what’s on 

our heart and that is the word of God. So it’s the word of God on our 

hearts as parents, and the secondly it’s us teaching our kids diligently. 

When I hear that word diligently that’s another word that pricks me as a 

parent because it doesn’t just say, you know parents if you get a chance 

ask them some questions about the Lord every once in a while, if you get a 

chance maybe pray with them every once in a while, no it says, hey 

parents, here’s your role, to diligently teach them all of the things that the 

Lord has commanded you to do. It’s diligently, so when I hear that word 

diligently it makes me think I’ve got to have a plan, I’ve got to have 

purpose, this is not just something that’s passively going to happen, this is 

something that is going to be real work on my part. I’ve got to make effort 

in teaching my children about the glory of God. So it has to be diligently 

teaching them a biblical worldview. So that’s sort of my 1st goal of my kids, 

I want to diligently teach them how great God is and then the 2nd goal is I 

want it to be generational. In other words, I want to give Crider and Finley 

a model of how in my home, me and Katie have taught them the glory of 

God, so that when they have kids they will automatically know how to 

teach their kids about the glory of God because they will remember how 

daddy and mom did it. Here’s the thing, your kids they might end up at a 

church that has no children’s ministry at all. They might end up on a 

mission field that has no connection to a church that does children’s 

ministries, what if they don’t have access to First Fruits Farm? How are 

they going to have a model to share with their kids the gospel? It has to be 

you in your home teaching and showing them that model so they can 

reach the next generation just like Psalms 78 talks about, how our kids can 

teach kids that aren’t even born yet the glory of God.  

So how do we do this? How does this practically happen and here’s where 

I hope that you’ve been pricked a little bit and think man I need to be 

doing this at home and hopefully most of you are and this can just be an 



encouragement  that you’re doing a good job, maybe this can be some 

help in how you can do this better. But I want to spend the remainder of 

time with some application on how you can actually teach your kids at 

home. You don’t have to take all of these things, you can take some of 

these things, but the important thing is that you take some of these things 

to teach your children about the glory of God. So here’s what the scripture 

says, it says we are to teach and talk to your kids about God “when we sit 

in our house, when we walk by the way, when we lie down, and when we 

rise”.  So when we’re sitting in our house, when we’re going to bed, when 

we’re waking up and when we’re going through our day, we’re to be 

teaching our kids about the glory of God and all that He has commanded. 

So when I read that, I think this is a 24/7 ongoing activity as parents 

constantly teaching and instructing our kids about the glory of God, that’s 

why it says this is a diligent process. So how do we do this? What are some 

actual ways we can make this happen? Well I think there are some formal 

ways, and there are some very informal ways we can do this. So 1st I want 

to start with some formal ways, and I get this from where it says when you 

sit in your house. To me this sounds like a time when the dad would gather 

his family around and there is a purposeful time of instructing children and 

instructing the family. What I call this is what a lot of men have called this 

all through church history and this is family worship. I love that term family 

worship, if you want family devotion, if you want family connect time, 

however you want to say it, it’s a time when you gather family around and 

you have some devotional time with your kids. It could be a weekly thing, 

it could be once a week, every Monday you gather the kids around and you 

have a devotion time, you can have family worship, it can be every day, it 

can be twice a week, it’s completely flexible on your part.  

So what are some things you can do during family worship time? There are 

3 things that I love to do when we do family worship, number 1 is read 

scripture, number 2 is sing and number 3 is pray. One great thing to do 

during family worship is to read the bible. Now if you have kids like I do I 

would recommend a children’s bible. This is a great time; dads start in 



chapter 1 in the children’s bible, sit the family around and just read the 

bible to them. Now if you’ve got small kids like 2 or 3 or somewhere 

around that age, this is going to look like chaos sometimes ok? You might 

be reading the bible and your kids might be jumping on the couch and 

going crazy and running around. The important thing is not how exactly it 

takes place but that you’re setting a principle of once a week our family is 

gathering around the word of God. You’re setting that principle so that 

your kids are gathering around and going to know that hey this is family 

worship, this is what’s going, this is what’s important to our home so 

gather them around. As they grow they will be able to sit still a little 

longer. I want encourage you if you’ve got a Crider like mine who is 2 ½ is 

to act out bible stories. I’m usually Goliath and he’s David, we’ll do that, he 

likes Daniel and the lions’ den, you know have fun with it, be creative but 

try to share with them the word of God in your home. And the 2nd thing we 

love to do is to sing. Now I’m not a singer, I got my singing ability from my 

dad and it is not pretty ok, it is not a joyful note it is a joyful noise. We 

have a hymnal book and we’ll let Crider pick it out and we’ll hold it and 

we’ll sing a song. And again, this is just all about fun, and let him know 

that God is exciting, it is exciting. Then after that we love to pray. We’ve 

got a little girl that we sponsor from Nicaragua through “Compassion” and 

we get her picture out and we show Crider, we tell him we’re going to pray 

for Jasmine, we’re going to lift her up in prayer and then that’s it. 

Sometimes it last 3 minutes, sometimes it’s 5 minutes but as you grow 

then let the instruction grow. As the kids get older start reading from the 

real bible, have some questions that you have prepared beforehand for the 

kids. Those are some suggestions that I have for family worship but I really 

think that there needs to be sometime where once a week where you get 

everybody together and have some instruction from the word of God.  

Now the 2nd time, this is my favorite, it’s meal time. I love meal time, now 

all of us are pretty busy but hopefully we can fit time into having family 

dinner at least a couple of times a week.  Now I love meal time because 

you have a captive audience, right because they’re strapped into a 



highchair, they’re sitting down, you have a meal in front of them, and 

they’re not going anywhere, so use this time to instruct your kids. Start 

meal out with prayer, it’s a great habit to get into, pray before you eat. 

The 2nd thing that I love to do is to read scripture during our meals so get 

the bible, we’re going through Philippians right now, so read a verse, just 

one verse. Maybe say a couple of things about it dads. Hey this is the 

verse, here’s some instruction and maybe talk about that, it’s a great thing 

to do at the dinner table. 

 Now if you have kids like I do and you’re thinking about how can I teach 

them all about God, how can I teach them the full council of God’s Word 

because this is a hard thing to do. The one thing I would suggest that me 

and Katie are doing is called catechisms, now some of you may never have 

heard of catechisms, it may be the 1st time you’ve ever heard this word or 

you might have had catechisms before and it might bring up bad memories 

to you, but here’s what catechisms are.  They’re just questions and 

answers about doctrine so that we can teach our kids sort of systematic 

theology. I’ve put a resource on Gotime Student Ministries under parent 

resources of catechisms for boys and girls. It is one that was put on by 

Sojourn Community Church in Louisville, it’s great. It starts with 2 yr olds, 

so you have from 2 to 3 years old, you’ve got 10 questions to ask and it’s 

just simple questions. Who made you? They respond, God. Why did He 

create you? Answer is for His glory. So it’s real simple questions, real 

simple answers, it’s got verses attached to it so you can go to the bible and 

show everything to the kids and tell them this is where the bible says about 

this and talks about this. I would encourage you to download that and go 

through that, it goes all the way up to the 5th grade, so you’ve got from the 

time your kids are 2 all the way up to 5th grade. You’ve got questions and 

answers so that they can find out who God is, I actually love those and I 

would recommend at meal time. Just asking a question, have the kids 

respond and have some fun with it.  

The other thing that I would do at meal time perhaps and you don’t have 

to do all of these, you can do some of these, is scripture memory, it’s a 



great time for you as a family to memorize scripture. Psalms 23, some of 

those great scripture passages, what’s your scripture for today, let’s talk 

about it, let’s try to memorize it as a family, and I want you to know that 

doing these things, it’s not just good for the kids, it’s good for you as 

parents. And as you go through the catechism questions, as you start 

memorizing and studying scripture, you’re going to be amazed at how 

much it changes your life. So you’ve got some formal ways, you’ve got 

family worship, you’ve got dinner time, the other one I would really 

suggest is bedtime.  

Bedtime is a good time for great instruction. I love bedtime, dads I would 

recommend that you be at bedtime. Grab them a great bible, I recommend 

2 bibles, one is The Big Picture Bible this is if your kids are below the age 

of 5, I would get that bible, The Big Picture  story bible, it is a great 

resource. Everything is big, everything is in color and the whole storyline is 

God is forever King who’s coming, who’s Jesus. So every story pushes 

towards Jesus, towards the cross and it is amazing. We’ve probably read 

through this thing at least 50 times! Crider loves it, we love it and it’s 

amazing we’ve learned through this book. The other one is for above the 

age of 5, The Jesus Story Book Bible, this takes every Old Testament story 

and it connects it to Jesus, it’s amazing. I’ve learned so much through this 

children’s bible. So David and Goliath, it’s all about Jesus, the ark, it’s all 

about Jesus and when you get to the New Testament of course it’s all 

about Jesus. It really teaches our kids that the bible is about Jesus so 2 

amazing resources that I would recommend to any parent. If you’ve got 

middle schoolers or high schoolers that Jesus Story Book Bible would do 

them a lot of good. So those are some formal ways, you’ve got family 

worship if you choose it about once a week, if you don’t you’ve got meal 

times are great times to do formal training and instruction for our kids.  

Then comes probably the most instruction and that is through the informal 

ways. There are thousands of informal ways you can teach your kids about 

the glory of God. Here’s what I would suggest to you as parents, keep your 

eyes open all the time for teachable God moments, and guess what? 



They’re everywhere, they’re literally all of the time as you open your eyes 

and you have on your heart the word of God and the tip of your tongue is 

instruction to your kids. You’re going to find out that all the time 

throughout the day, you are going to be able to season with salt, a 

situation to show them the glory of God. When your kid brings you a slug; 

you say who made that slug?  God…Why did He make it? For his glory… Is 

that slug created in God’s image? No, who is created in His image? 

Me…just all of these little moments where we can teach our kids who God 

is. When they get in a scuffle, when they get in a fight, we can teach them 

about godliness and godly character, so all of the time in little 

conversations, all of the time in little situations. 

 Another one that I think is our modern day walk by the way, Deuteronomy 

6 says “as you walk by the way” teach your kids, is in the car. Man 

parents, here’s something I really would just encourage you to do, car time 

is opportune instruction time. You see I think for our generation we think 

car time is all about just entertainment. Now we get the screens down, we 

plug them up, we get each individual movie so that parents can just zone 

out and drive down the road when it’s only 10 minutes away, because we 

just don’t want to deal with the kids anymore.  I want you to know that’s 

the time they are strapped into a car seat, they can’t go anywhere, and 

they’re a captive audience to you as a parent! So use this time to have an 

awesome conversation with your kids, they can’t leave, they can’t go 

anywhere, they’re there! So turn on some really good music, have some 

stuff you’re singing together, just talk to them, just enjoy them and think 

about how we can even in the car time just instruct them about the glory 

of God.  

Then recreation, let recreation be a great time when you teach your kids 

about how good God is. In the sports that they play, even in the question 

of does God really care whether we win this game?  Well you know what I 

know He does care about? He care about how you play this game, how 

you interact with those people around you.  You know what God cares 

about deeply? It’s the character you show on that field. You see every time 



you are doing activities, say you’re hunting and this big deer comes out, 

instruct them. Say do you know who made that deer? God did, for us to 

enjoy, for us to have this moment, we are in the woods together, look at 

nature. So even use our hobbies and our activities as time to open our kids 

up to see just how great God is.  

So as we close I just want to point every parent to the perfect parenting 

resource and that is God’s Word. Every verse in God’s Word is a parenting 

verse because our role is to teach our kid diligently all that the Lord has 

commanded us. So every single chapter, every single verse is a parenting 

verse that you can instruct your kids in the glory of God. If you want more 

specific, I would encourage you to go to Proverbs. Have a Proverbs bible 

study with you and your wife and think how can we take this and tell it to 

our kids because that is all about a parent instructing their kids in the way 

of the Lord.  

Parents I pray this morning that each of us have been kindled inside to 

reclaim the role of being the primary disciplers of our kids. We can’t just 

drop them off at the church; the church plays a crucial, vital part of their 

spiritual development. You can’t neglect that, it is fundamental but on the 

other hand, you also play a crucial, vital part, you also are fundamental in 

the raising of your kids in the way of the Lord. Parents, it’s time for our 

homes to become places where God is exalted above all else. It’s time for 

our homes to be places where we put God 1st and we love him with 

everything we have. It’s time for our homes to become places where we 

open the bible and read and pray to our kids. It’s time for us to understand 

that we don’t just go to church; we are the church so that all the time 

we’re living in relation to God. It’s time for us as parents to get serious 

about the gospel of Jesus Christ, and serious about instructing our kids so 

that they understand and see the glory of God. Parents our task is great 

but the reward, the fruits is even greater. So my prayer this morning is 

that you as parents would pick back up the pedal of discipleship. I pray 

that you as parents all the time at home begin to instruct your kids in the 

way of the Lord so that through the church doing its part and you at home 



doing your part, we allow the Holy Spirit to take the word of God, plant it 

in our kids heart and grow them into godly trees who produce fruit for the 

glory of God. So this morning I want to encourage you to start at home, 

wherever you’re at, just start small just start opening the bible, start 

praying, start making our homes, homes that train up our kids in the way 

they should go for the ultimate glory of God. 


