
Get Planted: 

In a Life 

2 Corinthians 3:1-3 

 

Take your Bible’s and turn to 2 Corinthians chapter 3, verses 1-3, this 

morning as we talk about Get Planted in a Life. You know sometimes 

when you attend a church like Hardin and there are 3 morning worship 

services, sometimes you only know what’s going on in your worship 

service. So we praise the Lord this morning as Garrick was baptized as a 

believer in Jesus Christ, to identify that his faith is in the death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the 2nd service this morning, we’re going to 

be having 7 people identifying saving faith in Jesus Christ by going through 

the waters of believer’s baptism. And in the 3rd service this morning, we’re 

going to be having 2 other people who are going to identify their faith in 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Is it not awesome what our God is doing in 

this area, wow! We are just a small part of what God is doing literally in 

our county and we continue to praise Him for that. We’ve been challenging 

ourselves the last couple of weeks to get planted. It is our desire for every 

person who attends Hardin Baptist Church to understand the need of being 

planted in a church body, not only a large group celebration service as you 

are in this morning, but also in an Adult Bible Fellowship that’s a little bit 

smaller. To have your children, and your preschoolers, and your youth, and 

your college students in a small group is vitally important to not only 

yourselves, but to the church as a whole. Last week we challenged 

ourselves to consider getting planted in a ministry. God has wired each one 

of us differently so that He can use us in the body of Christ. And while 

there is unity in the body, there is great diversity in the body because of 

the plan that God wants us to carry out for His honor and His glory. This 

morning we want to turn our attention to the thought of getting planted 



also, in a life. Now I want to make sure I’m clear, the 4 sermons that we’re 

going to preach are not optional. You don’t choose to either get planted in 

a community, or a ministry, or a life. Bro Ricky believes that all 3 of these 

areas should be going on in your life as a Christian simultaneously. Listen 

to what the Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth in his 2nd letter. 

Some very awe inspiring words I believe. When defending his apostleship, 

he wrote these words beginning with verse 1, “Are we beginning to 

commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of 

recommendation to you, or from you? You yourselves are our letter of 

recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. And 

you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with 

ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on 

tablets of human hearts.” A couple of weeks ago I had the privilege of 

meeting with a man from Tampa FL who is helping us with the interior 

design of our new preschool and children’s building, and he is straight out 

of the city. He had never been on a farm before, and he came to West KY. 

And as he came to West KY so that he could adequately design our 

building, he wanted me to explain to him Western KY culture. So as we got 

in my pickup truck, (a Toyota Tacoma, 4 wheel drive that you guys 

graciously gave us and I’m still appreciative of that truck) I wheeled him 

around Western KY. One of the 1st places I took him was to a granary. One 

of the 2nd places that I took him was to a place that actually sold fertilizers, 

and seeds, and chemicals. When we walked in the building that held all of 

the various seeds, his eyes were amazed. He began to spit question after 

question at me. And one of the things that he could not understand was 

why there were so many different kinds of corn varieties, and why there 

were so many different types of soybean varieties. You’ve got to 

understand, this is a guy that had never been on a farm before. He knew 

nothing about agriculture. So I reached into a few sacks and I began to 

pull out some soybean seeds and some corn seeds, (by the way, he put 

them into his pocket and he took them back to FL with him; he said he was 

going to plant them in his garden) and I began to explain why you have 

different varieties. To put it into a simple city person’s life, I just explained 



that in our county we’ve basically got 3 soil types. We’ve got hillside soil, 

we’ve got river bottom soil, and we’ve got creek bottom soil. And you don’t 

just plant soybeans, you plant a different variety of soybeans based on if 

you’re planting on the ridge, or if you’re planting in the river bottom, or if 

you’re planting in the creek bottom. This is because each of those varieties 

has been designed specifically for certain soil conditions. Each one of those 

soil conditions have different potentials and they have different growing 

circumstances, so companies have grown special varieties to help the 

farmer maximize his different soil type. Each year before soybean season, 

my dad sits down with Kerry Bowerman and they go over the different 

creek bottoms dad has. He helps dad choose a special variety of soybeans 

to maximize his yield; we’ve been doing that for years.  

You see that answers the question of why when you open your Bible you 

have a gospel according to Matthew, a gospel according to Mark, a gospel 

according to Luke and a gospel according to John. Have you ever noticed 

that? 4 gospels about Jesus right off the bat. Folks are always asking me 

why we have 4 of the same thing; we don’t have 4 of the same thing. I 

mean we have the same gospel, but if you’ll notice the heading is “the 

gospel according to Matthew, the gospel according to Mark, the gospel 

according to Luke, the gospel according to John”. They’re the same, yet 

they’re different because each one of those writers had a unique 

perspective of Jesus’ life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension and 

they were writing to a particular audience. And none of those guys were 

writing to the same group of people or to the same person, so what did 

God do? God knew that the Jews needed a gospel account where Jesus 

was clearly portrayed as King of the Jews, and He fulfilled the Old 

Testament Scripture, and Matthew takes careful account when you read 

through Matthew, to always document that this fulfilled a certain Scripture. 

He did this because the Jews were kind of like Baptist; they thought they 

were a people of the book, amen? If you were going to teach a Jewish 

person, you had to open those 1st 39 books that had been inspired by God, 

so if you’re going to teach them something you’d do it from the book. 



That’s why Matthew clearly talks about the book, the Old Testament in his 

gospel narrative. Mark was the 1st gospel written. Mark was written when 

the Church was in a time of being scattered throughout the Roman Empire 

and when you sat down to read the gospel of Mark, it’s exhausting, amen? 

It’s short, it’s brief, but the gospel of Mark is not a marathon like Matthew 

and Luke are. Matthew and Luke take special time to sit down and give you 

detailed accounts of certain things in the life of Jesus. But when you read 

Mark’s gospel you just get the nutshell, because Mark is written in a time 

when the Church is on the go, and you’ll notice Mark’s favorite word in his 

gospel is “immediately”. Jesus is going from here to here, to there to there, 

and He’s doing great works of God! I have to stop about half-way through 

the book and catch my breath because it’s like a sprinter running at 

breakneck speed! Luke, he was writing to a rich Gentile by the name of 

Theophilus. Therefore, Luke presents Jesus as the Son of Man. Luke 

doesn’t just trace Jesus’ genealogy  back to Abraham, he traces Jesus all 

the way back to Adam in order to bring the Gentiles into the salvation plan 

of God. John, wow that gospel narrative is different all together isn’t it?  

It’s why we call Matthew, Mark and Luke the synaptic gospels; they are 

similar in nature even though they are different. But John’s gospel is 

completely different, no parables at all. There are 7 miracles, 5 that are not 

recorded anywhere else, and the great I Am sayings. John’s writing as an 

older man, that’s why every time Jesus addresses his disciples He always 

calls them little children. That’s kind of strange, Jesus wasn’t that much 

older than the men that He called to follow Him, but when John writes 

years later as an older saint looking back at a young Church, he presents 

Jesus from an older perspective and has Jesus looking at His disciples as a 

younger generation. And he gives them great teachings showing that Jesus 

is the Son of God, because he’s combating a heresy that was creeping into 

the Church called Gnosticism. You see there’s a different gospel writer, 

because there’s a different gospel audience, but it’s the same gospel! A 

little boy who had been saved not very long was asked by his preacher 

after Sunday school (because he knew that the children’s ministry was 

studying the gospels, using that as the basis for what they were teaching 



the children) which one of the gospels was his favorite? “The little boy said 

the 5th gospel. The preacher said the 5th gospel; I didn’t know there was a 

5th gospel? I know there’s Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, what’s the 5th 

gospel”? The boy said “Mike; I like the gospel of Mike”. The preacher 

scratched his head and said “well I can’t find that gospel in my Bible 

anywhere, where is that gospel at”? The little boy said “down at the 

butcher shop, Mike the butcher”. Do you know why that was the little boy’s 

favorite gospel? It was because Mike the butcher was the man who took 

the time to bring him to church out of a housing project where his mom 

and dad were divorced. He’d never seen the love of Jesus Christ until Mike 

started picking that little boy up, spending a little time with him, taking him 

to a few baseball games, introduced him to the love of Christ, and the little 

boy got saved. So his favorite gospel was the gospel according to Mike the 

butcher.  

You see that’s the gist of what Paul’s writing to the church at Corinth. I 

want to suggest to us this morning, no more than suggest, I want to 

challenge us to really consider examining ourselves this morning and to see 

who we are impacting, who we are influencing with the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. I believe your family is very important, and I would never want you 

to neglect your wife, or your children, or your grandchildren, or your 

immediate family, but outside of your family, who are you influencing with 

the gospel of Jesus Christ? Who are you impacting? If I asked you right 

now to give me a name of an unbeliever that you are intentionally 

influencing and impacting with the gospel of Jesus Christ, what name 

comes to your mind? If I were to ask you outside your immediate family, 

who are you in the life of? Who’s a young believer that you are influencing 

with the gospel of Jesus Christ so that he knows the gospel according to 

Ricky (or you, or you). Gandhi said he had no problem with Christ; it was 

Christians he couldn’t stand.  Paul is writing to the church at Corinth, and 

his apostleship is under attack. Can you imagine the Apostle Paul going in 

and founding the church at Corinth and then later there is a need for him 

to defend who he is to them? And as he’s being attacked he just asks them 



the question; do I need a letter of recommendation to you or from you? 

Now we need to understand that in the biblical world this would have been 

similar to a resume. Except when one person traveled to another region of 

the world on behalf of someone else, those folks who knew the person, 

and also knew the other person or people, someone would write a letter on 

his behalf and then that letter would be presented as evidence that he 

should be received. Evidently scholars believed there was a group of false 

apostles who had counterfeited some letters from the church at Jerusalem. 

In these letters they were warning against the teaching of Paul. So Paul is 

now going to break into this church’s life and he’s going to remind them of 

this truth; he shouldn’t need a letter of recommendation because “they” 

(members) were his letter. He had spent so much time with them, and he 

had ministered to them, that his recommendation should be written in their 

heart and in his heart. In other words, I have spent so much time with 

you; you should know who I am! You need to remember in the biblical 

world there were 2 types of letters that were circulated; a letter that was 

private, and there was the letter that was public. So he made this 

statement; I don’t have a private letter to give to you, you are my letter 

but you’re not a private letter, you’re a public letter, you are known and 

read by all. In other words, what Paul is saying is you ought to be able to 

authenticate who I am as an apostle of Jesus Christ, by looking into your 

heart, and your mind, and your life, and see the life change that’s come to 

you, and know I am who I say I am! I’m an apostle of God, and I’m a child 

of God. We’ve got a little saying on the eastside that says “the proof’s in 

the pudding”, amen?  Folks can say whatever they want to say about 

Hardin Baptist Church, but here’s the truth; the proof’s in you. Paul said if 

people doubt who I am, what they’re really doing is doubting who you are, 

because you are the evidence of who I really am. He said now let’s be clear 

here, I don’t want to take credit for who you are, really you are a letter 

from Christ. You are an epistle of Christ, you are a public document from 

Christ or of Christ, and I am the one who delivered the mail, so to speak. 

This delivery that I’ve been able to accomplish in your life, please 

understand this, that when God began to work in your life as an unbeliever 



in Corinth, and He transformed you into a saint of God, God didn’t write 

with ink, He wrote with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, 

but on the tablets of human hearts. Now immediately when we see tablets 

of stone we think of those commands that God gave the children of Israel. 

I don’t really know if that’s what Paul’s eluding to here. For you see what I 

discovered in researching through this is the word that’s used for tablet 

here is the Greek word that’s also translated “a slab, a slab of stone”. In 

the city of Corinth when they made a public announcement, they would 

engrave public notices and public announcements that all of the residents 

should know; they would put them on stone markers and erect those stone 

markers throughout the city. They would be engraved in stone; do you 

catch what Paul may be saying? He saying that when Christ began to 

display who He is to the people of Corinth, He didn’t put on a public display 

of writing who He was on a stone marker, but He wrote His message by 

the Spirit of Himself in and on human hearts. Some of you do this, I don’t, 

some of you keep up with what’s going on politically, and you keep up with 

what’s going on in government, and you turn to the newspaper, and you 

turn to the classified ads, and you always look for those public notices 

because there are certain things that cannot happen unless the public has 

been notified, and you keep up with them, and I commend you for that. If 

you want to get my attention, you had better put it on a billboard. Don’t 

send me an email, don’t send me a text message, or don’t send me a 

letter. I don’t answer my mail daily, I don’t answer my email daily, I don’t 

answer my text message or my phone daily. You know that if you’ve tried 

to get a hold of me, I’m sorry,( no I’m not sorry) that’s just who I am. If 

you want to get my attention, you put a billboard on my road and I 

promise you I’ll get the message! When God gets ready to move in 

people’s lives, He doesn’t use an iphone, and He doesn’t use a public 

notice in a newspaper, He doesn’t use a bumper sticker, and He doesn’t 

use a button or a symbol. Do you know who He uses? He uses you and He 

uses me. He personalizes the gospel. That’s why each one of us is 

different. That’s why I’m not like you and you’re not like me.  



You see I believe with all of my heart that the gospel according to Ricky 

has been designed for certain people. I do not believe it’s my purpose in 

life, I do not believe God put me here to lead everybody that I know to 

Christ. I can’t lead everybody to Christ, it’s not God’s plan. But I do believe 

there are people who God has planned for me to be an influence to, and 

make an impact on their life, and I believe He’s done you the same way. 

Why…because Jesus said there’s different soil types; same gospel, same 

seed, just a different deliverer. But don’t think the deliverer is not 

important. How many people doubt the message because of the 

messenger? How many people will never receive the message because of 

the messenger?  

We’re having a little crisis out in the country, the possibility that because 

our government is broke and they need to save money, we may not have 

mail delivery on Saturday and that upset some people. I wonder how upset 

the world would be if we stop delivering the message of Christ? They 

wouldn’t be upset because they know no different. We do not deliver the 

gospel message because people want to hear the gospel message; we 

deliver the gospel message because God has told us to deliver the gospel 

message! God does not move in people’s life except through the gospel, 

and most people who hear the gospel do not discover a Bible and read it 

through by themselves, (there are some who have) most get exposed to a 

deliverer, a carrier, and that’s you and I. Jesus Himself said not all people 

will have the same reaction to the gospel because some people are hard 

soil, some people are stony soil, some people are rocky soil, but some 

people are good soil. I’m telling you there is good soil on the hilltops, there 

is good soil in the river bottoms, there is good soil in the creek bottoms, 

and there is some soil that will never bring forth a harvest. That is not for 

you and me to judge. This is why like the Apostle Paul, we must allow God 

to plant us in people’s lives and be connected to people. I believe God has 

designed each one of us to be a certain variety, and we can get planted in 

somebody’s life, we can germinate in somebody’s life, God will grow us up 



in somebody’s life, and we will be a profound influence to them for the 

sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ!  

You need to look at yourself and see wow, not where should I be planted, 

but who should I be planted in. I do not believe you as a Christian can just 

go to work and believe God put you in a plant, or He put you in a school. 

You can no longer see the world as a place, you must see the world as God 

sees the world and as Jesus sees the world, and He saw the world as 

people not just places! Boy I think you need to look at what God’s been 

doing in your life because the Holy Spirit has been so working in your life, 

He’s so been transforming you so that the folks around you can see what 

He’s been doing, and God’s work in you gives you the right to step into 

their life with a presentation of the gospel. Don’t you ever believe 

somebody will be won to Christ by just looking at your life; that will not 

happen. They look at your life so they can discover His life. When you 

began to think about who God may plant me in, I think you need to look at 

the interests you have, you need to look at the hobbies you have, you 

need to look at the vocation you have, you need to look at the career you 

have, and it’ll begin to tip you off to possibly who God’s going to plant you 

in. It’s just amazing what happens when a farmer influences a farmer and 

an athlete influences an athlete, and a banker influences a banker, and a 

school teacher influences a school teacher, and a student influences a 

student. I’m not saying we can’t be  cross cultural, we can be cross cultural 

with the gospel but truth be known, most of us will never build meaningful 

relationships with people who don’t have some similar interests, some 

similar likes, some similar hobbies, or a similar job. Do you realize how 

much time you spend at work? Some of you spend more time at work than 

you do with your family, and yet we have never mentioned Christ. We have 

never let it be known what God has done in our life.  

I heard about a little girl who was ridiculed for believing in the miracles in 

the Bible. This agnostic type person said to the little girl upon discovering 

that she believed in the miracles; “do you mean to tell me that you believe 

that Jesus Christ turned water into wine”? She said, “sir I don’t know if 



Jesus turned water into wine or not, but I know this; in my house Jesus 

turned wine into water. My dad, when he met Jesus; he don’t drink 

anymore and now we have clothes, and now we have shoes, and now we 

have food on the table, and he doesn’t beat my momma anymore, and he 

don’t yell at us anymore”. That’s what the gospel does, and that’s what the 

gospel’s done in your life. It’s amazing what a carefully spoken word can 

do when we don’t even realize it. I was in revival a couple of years ago at 

Mayfield KY, and one of the persons that I had personally got to lead to 

Christ had moved from Murray to Mayfield and they had joined the Sharon 

Baptist Church over at Mayfield.  I was there in revival, and about the 2nd 

or 3rd night into that revival this young man got up to make an 

announcement (because he was now the youth leader in the church and he 

was also an ordained deacon). And he said before the church, (and I never 

knew this story) that when he was a football coach in the Calloway County 

school system, (the little league program) a little boy named Kory, one day 

during practice looked at him and said, “I just want you to know my family 

is praying for you to be saved”. He said from that night on for about 6 

months, he began to think if there’s a little boy that’s praying for me to be 

saved, maybe I need to check this out. About 6 months later he started 

coming to Hardin. I got to lead him to the Lord, but it wasn’t me who God 

used, it was a small boy.  

Do you have any idea the influence and impact you can have on people 

with the gospel if we’ll get our eyes off ourselves and quit worrying about 

where we’re supposed to be, and just let God plant us in people’s lives? It 

is not our place to pick and choose, it is our place to let God plant us in 

people’s lives, and us be faithful to the gospel. I promise you this 

community has a view of Christ, and it’s because of you. If you name the 

name of Christ, and Christ hasn’t changed your life, do you think there’s 

really any hope for that person you are running around with? Why should a 

guy, or a lady, or a family who’s addicted to something that they can’t get 

off of, why should they put any faith in the gospel when the gospel 



according to you says there’s only bondage? You see you’re setting an 

example of the gospel.  

Remember when we had the ice storm last year?  I read this story, it really 

happened. A man went out on the 2nd day of the ice storm and he was 

going to try to break up the ice on his driveway so he could get out of his 

driveway and for some reason he couldn’t find his sledgehammer, so he 

used his son’s baseball bat. So to get his car out, he just started taking the 

baseball bat and started shattering the ice on the driveway; you know that 

little thin layer we had!? After about an hour of trying to shatter the ice to 

try to get out to the road, he came in to take a break. While he was 

drinking his coffee and having a snack, about 15 minutes later, his little 

boy came in and said dad don’t worry, I got the ice off the car!!  

You are the only example of Christ some people ever read. As an 

unbeliever they’ll not be introduced at 1st to the gospel of Matthew, or the 

gospel of Mark, or the gospel of Luke, or the gospel of John, they’ll be 

introduced to the gospel according to you! May the gospel according to us 

lead people to the true gospel of Jesus Christ! Don’t you be timid! You 

have been designed by God to get out of the sac of your own world, and to 

be used by God to germinate and grow where He’s planted you in people’s 

lives for the sake of the glory of God, amen?  Please consider this morning 

not just getting planted in a community, and not just getting planted in a 

community and think you’re done, but to realize God also wants to plant 

you in a life.   


