
Galatians: Free in Christ 

 
  

I am sure it is because my ancestry is Scottish that one of my all-time 

favorite movies is Braveheart. If I were asked to give an overview of it and 

I could only pick one scene that would give us the theme of the movie, it 

would be toward the end when William Wallace, played by Mel Gibson, has 

been captured by the English authorities and is placed on the rack. They 

have turned the wheel of the rack to the point that with the next turn, he 

will be dismembered. The authorities of England are going to give him one 

more opportunity to recant. The camera zooms in on him in pain, every 

muscle, every ligament, and every tendon stretched to their limit. They 

show his face, then pan over to the English audience, and then back to his 

face. Then they start to focus on his followers and then back to him. And 

you believe, surely, he will recant. Then with every emotion and passion he 

has, he screams out, “FREEDOM!” Then you see the wheel turn, and the 

camera pans away…Scotland would gain its independence from England.  

To Paul, that is what the gospel is about; it is about freedom. If he had 

been placed on a rack, he would not have recanted about the freedom you 

and I have in Christ. As a matter of fact, if you are studying the book of 

Galatian, you will come to understand that if Paul were to picture the 

crucifixion of Christ and if he were to put words into Christ’s mouth, he 

would have Him cry out, “freedom.” Paul said for freedom, Christ has set 

you free; stand firm therefore, and do not be entangled again with the 

yoke of slavery.  

We are taking exit 9 in the New Testament book of Galatians. It is Paul’s 

letter to the churches of Galatia. We are going to look at a selected 



passage will give us the overview of this book. We could read many, many 

passages, but I have chosen to read from Galatians 2:11-21 because this 

section ends the first part of Paul’s letter to the church at Galatia, and 

transitions into the second and third part of his letter.  

Scripture  

“But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, 

because he stood condemned. For before certain men came from 

James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he 

drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 

And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so 

that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. But when I 

saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the 

gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, 

live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the 

Gentiles to live like Jews?” We ourselves are Jews by birth and 

not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a person is not justified by 

works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have 

believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ 

and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one 

will be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, 

we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? 

Certainly not! For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to 

be a transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, so that I 

might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer 

I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in 

the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 

righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no 

purpose.” 

 

 



Roadmap of Galatians 

The roadmap we will follow for our study of Galatians is broken down very 

simply. There are three sections: chapters 1 and 2, chapters 3 and 4, and 

chapters 5 and 6.  

1. Chapters 1 and 2 - The Gospel is not Man’s, but God’s.  

The gospel does not belong to man; it belongs to God.  

2.  Chapters 3 and 4 - Justification is not by works of the law, 

but by faith in Christ Jesus.  

Paul reasons with the Galatian church experientially, scripturally, logically, 

and then allegorically. That is the roadmap we will use in the second 

section of Galatians.  

3. Chapters 5 and 6 - Sanctification is not of our flesh, but of 

the Spirit of God. 

Paul begins the last section by telling us that for freedom, Christ has set us 

free and we should stand firm, and do not be entangled again with the 

yoke of slavery. As Paul has done so many times, he will deal with 

sanctification in this section.  

The background of this book is that on the first missionary journey of Paul, 

he established many churches, the same on his second and third 

missionary journeys. Later on in his missionary journeys when the Church 

was beginning to thrive, there was a group of people with a Jewish 

background who would follow the Apostle Paul around. They were not 

denying that Jesus was the Messiah and that He died a death on the cross. 

But they struggled in believing that the point of justification, the point 

where God makes a man right with Himself, happens at the moment of 

faith. They struggled with that. They struggled to believe that Christians, 

whether Jews or Gentiles, were not under law too. So what you have is a 

group of people we call Judaizers, many of whom believed in Christ, but 

they added the observance of the law to the gospel.  



In the first two chapters of the letter to the churches of Galatia, Paul is 

going to establish the fact that he is not an apostle because of his own 

desire. He is an apostle because of God’s revelation to him. God had a 

personal plan to set Paul apart before he was even born. Knowing he 

would have a Jewish background, God wanted to reveal His gospel to the 

Gentiles, and Paul would be the person.  

God’s Gospel 

So, Paul had founded the churches of Galatia, left, and Judaizers had 

arrived. Now, imagine someone moving into our county, knowing nothing 

about the gospel, and seeing all the different flavors of Christianity. We 

have Baptist, Methodists, Presbyterians, Church of Christ, Catholics, and 

Charismatics. Imagine someone who is really sincere going to each of 

those churches on successive Sundays, and those churches revealing what 

they believe to be the core of the Christian message of salvation and 

sanctification. Imagine the Holy Spirit of God is not moving on that person, 

but just with intellect and reason alone, who should he believe? I actually 

have had people ask me when someone has left our church and start 

attending another church, “You do believe it is better for them to go to 

church there than not go at all, right?” I want to say this as respectfully, 

but as Pauline, as I can. Paul told the churches of Galatia that anyone, 

even an angel, who came in and tampered with the message that he had 

delivered to them, or if he somehow got under delusion and started 

preaching another message than the one he originally delivered, that 

person should be accursed. That means condemned, separated from 

God…whoa! We sometimes talk about how good ‘so and so’ is, and yet he 

and his church espouse a false gospel. We get so aggravated that the 

world wants us to be tolerant of them, yet we don’t understand how 

tolerant we have been of false gospels. Paul believed that many of our 

family members, many of our neighbors, and many of the people we 

respect should be accursed because they have tampered with the gospel. 

So in chapter 1, Paul is laboring to say that man doesn’t have the right to 

tamper with the gospel, add anything to it, or take anything away from it 



because it was never given to man. Man never possesses the gospel. We 

possess what belongs to God. It is His.  

In these first chapters, Paul says that if he had been left on his own, he 

would have been a good Jew. He was raised in Judaism and he had 

outgrown his peers, he was well advanced into Judaism. He was so zealous 

that he was a persecutor of the Church! Then he said God chose to reveal 

His Son to me, (which happened on the road to Damascus). Paul said, 

immediately after I came to know Christ, I didn’t confer with flesh and 

blood. I went out into the Arabian dessert. When I came back, it was three 

years before I ever met Peter and James and I didn’t talk to the other ten 

apostles, just those two. I left the region of Judea and went further north. 

It wasn’t until 14 years later that I actually met with a larger group of 

apostles because they wanted to check out my gospel. When they heard 

what I was preaching to the Gentiles, they recognized that God had used 

Peter to open the door to the circumcised, the Jews, and God was using 

me to open the door to the uncircumcised, the Gentiles. He said the 

apostles, who have a Jewish background, who were called to God, who 

walked with Jesus, reached out and gave Barnabas and me the right hand 

of Christian fellowship.  

He concludes by saying, we went down to Antioch and there was Peter, I 

couldn’t believe it! Peter and a few Jews were eating with the Gentiles, 

making themselves right at home with them, spreading the Word to them, 

and teaching them the gospel. And then some Jews came from Jerusalem 

and Peter withdrew from the Gentiles; he wouldn’t go where they were 

anymore! He set up his own little booth in the city and said if you want to 

hear the gospel, you will have to come over here, because we can’t eat 

with you, we might become unclean. And Paul took Peter to the 

woodshed…He basically said, how dare you, being a Jew, live like a 

Gentile, and because the Jews have come along, you now want to ask 

those Gentiles to live like Jews! He said we were Jews by birth; we were 

not like Gentile sinners.  



Then listen to what Paul says at the end of chapter 2. He says, “…we know 

that a man is not justified by works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ.” 

Now guys, we have been through Romans, you understand that the word, 

“justified,” here is the same root word for the word, righteousness. The 

root of the word justified means ‘to be made right with God,’ because God 

declared you right while you were in sin. You are now in a right 

relationship with God because what was wrong with you has been dealt 

with. What was wrong with man? He was a sinner. Why is man now right 

with God? It is because man’s sin has been dealt with. Paul says a man is 

made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ. In verse 16, Paul goes on to 

say, “…we also have believed in Christ Jesus…” Paul is throwing this truth 

out there, that the only way a man can be made right with God is by faith 

in Christ. We, being Jews, also have believed in Christ Jesus (notice he 

puts Christ first, meaning the Messiah, the Anointed) in order that we may 

be made right by faith in Jesus Christ. Do you hear the redundancy? God’s 

gospel, the good news of God, is that a man is made right with God the 

moment he puts his faith and trust in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. 

Paul would say if anyone teaches or preaches anything different than that, 

let them be accursed! Paul is not talking about wanting sinners to be 

accursed; he is wanting people who are leading sinners astray by believing 

you can add something to God’s gospel to be accursed. What they are 

adding is a work of man, even though the work that man is using is the 

law of God or the things of God. Do you hear me? Paul did not believe you 

could add anything to faith. Salvation is by God’s grace through faith alone. 

If you are a believer, you must believe that you are made right with God 

the moment you put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ. As Paul taught us 

in Romans, (though Galatians was written first, it is the short version and 

Romans is the long version) justification by grace is a free gift of God that 

man does not do anything to earn. Once man recognizes what God has 

done, all he has to do is reach out his hand and receive the work of God. 

To be made right with God, there is no trust in anything you have done. 

Your trust is totally in what God has done in Christ.  



As Paul transitions to this next part, he says if I am found a sinner, then 

does that mean Christ is a servant of sin? God forbid. This is still the 

thought today of so many churches that are so dangerous. Yet, none of 

our churches want our pastors talking like Paul talked about people who 

teach a false gospel. Ultimately, we really want to believe that it is better 

for our son or daughter to go to a church that teaches a false gospel than 

to not go to church at all. That is what we want to believe. The thought is 

if a person is made right with God, not based on anything he does, but 

totally on what God does, and works aren’t required and law is not 

involved, isn’t man just going to continue to sin if he doesn’t have law? 

Paul says if I am still found a sinner after I say I have put my faith in 

Christ, it does not mean Christ is a minister of sin, it proves I am still a 

sinner, not a saint. Paul is teaching that if you have been made right with 

God, there is a change that takes place within you and it works its way out 

of you.  

Then Paul transitions to sanctification, giving that famous verse in 

Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, 

but Christ who lives in me...” When it comes to being right with God, Paul 

trust is in that he had been crucified with Christ. When Christ died, he died. 

The Paul that went down is not the Paul who is alive now; the Paul who is 

alive has Christ in him, and it is actually Christ living in him. If Christ is 

living in you, is Christ going to take your body and live a life of sin? 

Absolutely not! If you are still living a lifestyle of sin, don’t blame Christ 

because He is not a minister of sin. Face the reality that you are still in sin, 

you are a sinner, you do not know Jesus Christ, and God doesn’t know you. 

Paul continues, “…And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Please hear this, 

because the next two sections will build on this. Paul told us that 

justification takes place by faith. He has just told us that sanctification 

takes place by faith too. So you are justified by faith (made right with 

God), and you are sanctified (moving away from the image of Adam, more 

and more into the image of Christ) by faith too. That is what he will show 



us in the last two sections, how we are justified not by the works of the 

law, but by faith in Christ. In the last section of chapters 5 and 6, he will 

show us how we are sanctified not by our flesh, not by something we do, 

by the Spirit of God.  

Justification  

Let’s look at chapters 3 and 4. Understand this. Paul is arguing with the 

church that is being led away from the true gospel. The first thing he does 

is to argue, or reason, experientially. He will ask them four questions. He 

begins with, “Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law or the 

hearing with faith?” Of course, the answer is hearing with faith. Paul 

argues from reason. He argues with experience.  

 Experientially 

I just have to tell you this. When I started dating my wife, she went to the 

Seventh and Popular Church of Christ in Murray. She was raised under the 

gospel in the Kirksey Baptist church and was saved as a young girl in 

Vacation Bible School. But when her mom and dad divorced, her mom 

remarried a Church of Christ, so she began attending the Seventh and 

Poplar Church of Christ. She received her theology in a Sunday school 

room and from the pulpit ministry at a Church of Christ church. You have 

to understand that I knew when I went to her house that first night that I 

was being called to preach. I had not surrendered, and honestly, I was not 

going to. Now I knew that one day God would win and I would have to, 

but I envisioned myself being really, really old when I surrendered. Well I 

just thought I needed to be honest with her and we needed to settle this. 

As a matter of fact, we talked theology on our first date, which was at her 

house because of a snow storm. (When I left, her dad’s first words to her 

were, “Well, you and that boy will never make it.” If we make it to July, we 

will have been married 35 years!) When we began to talk about salvation, 

she would argue with me that the point of justification does not take place 

until the moment of baptism. Then after baptism, you have to do this, this, 

and this. I finally just asked her when she thinks she got saved, and she 



told me she got saved as a small girl at Kirksey Baptist Church at a 

Vacation Bible School. So I asked her when she believed she received the 

Holy Spirit of God. She said, “When I got saved.” I said, “You are telling 

me you got saved under a gospel that taught you are saved the moment 

you put your faith in Jesus?” She said, “That’s right. I got saved…” Then, 

she went quiet.  

There are people who have false experiences and they argue from a false 

experience. Paul knew the church in Galatia had a real experience with 

Christ where they received the Holy Spirit of God, and he appealed to their 

experience just as I appealed to my wife’s experience. Then he asked 

them, are you being made perfect? Are you being sanctified by works of 

the law, or by the Spirit? The question is obvious; they are now thinking 

the way they get sanctified is by works of the law. Now Paul’s got them.  

 Scripturally  

He moves from that argument of experience to this argument, and he 

opens the Scriptures and uses Abraham as an example. You must 

remember that Abraham is the father of the Jews. What Paul shows is 

Father Abraham was made right with God the moment he believed. God 

told him to look up in the sky. He looked up and saw all of the stars. God 

said count them. He started counting them. God said that is how many 

children you are going to have one day. Abraham said ‘aman,’ and the 

moment Abraham said it, God put righteousness into his account 

righteousness. God saw his faith and knew his faith was real. God knows 

the moment a sinner claims belief whether that belief is real or not! We 

need the evidence of a lifestyle to know if a person is really saved, but God 

does not! Therefore, God does not justify a person based on him doing 

something to show he has faith. God knows when a person has faith, and 

at that moment, He brings him into a right relationship just like He did 

Abraham.  

Then Paul teaches that the Scriptures preached the gospel to Abraham 

when God said all the nations of the earth would be blessed in him. Paul 



will ultimately reveal that the Abrahamic Covenant was not a covenant 

between God and Abraham. The Abrahamic Covenant was between God 

and Christ, and Abraham was just the recipient of that. Did you catch that? 

When God said all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in you, the ‘you’ 

is not in you and your kids, but in the Christ. The coming of the Christ 

meant that one day God would justify Gentiles the same way He justified 

Abraham, which is at the moment of faith. Hear me! Don’t tell me how 

other churches almost believe like we do. Agrippa also said almost! There 

is no compromise on this issue! A person is made right with God at the 

moment of faith. That is why we are all sons of Abraham. And Paul says in 

chapter 3:6-14 that at the moment of faith, you receive the Holy Spirit.  

Paul warns us if you are going to bring works into it, just know that if you 

try to take the law and use it as a means of justification or sanctification, 

then you are compelled (under the weight of) to live by the whole law. The 

Bible says no one can do that, so you are cursed. The truth of the gospel is 

that those of us who could not keep the law, Christ became a curse for us. 

He went to the cross, and on that cross, God put our sin on Him. 

 Logically  

Paul then argues logically and gives us a human illustration. He says if two 

people get together and ratify a covenant that is it. You can’t enter a 

covenant with someone and he states what he will do, and then once the 

agreement is made, you say oh wait, I really wanted to add this and this. 

No, once two people enter a covenant, you don’t change it. Paul said 

remember this; our covenant of salvation is not the covenant of the law at 

Sinai. That was 430 years after God made his covenant with Abraham. The 

law didn’t come into effect until 430 years after the Abraham Covenant! 

Salvation has never been under the Law of Moses. Salvation has always 

been under the Abrahamic Covenant! When God gave the law to Israel, it 

didn’t change the salvation covenant. There wasn’t anything wrong with 

that first covenant. The question is, then why the law? It is because of 

transgressions. God needed to show man that he was a sinner, so he gave 



him the law. Man tries to keep the law and he can’t do it. The truth is that 

God intended to give us the law until the offspring to whom the promise 

was made should come. Hear this; the promise wasn’t made to Abraham, 

the promise was made to Christ! Where do I get that? Just read the letter! 

The Abrahamic Covenant was not a covenant between God and Abraham; 

it only looked like it, but now Paul is giving us the intricate details. It was a 

covenant between God the Father and God the Son, where God the Father 

told God the Son, I will make sinners right with Me if You will go to the 

cross and die a death that will redeem them. Let me pour My wrath out 

upon You and You pay their penalty. Once You do that, I promise I will 

reach down and raise You back alive! Salvation is not about man being 

faithful to God; salvation is about God the Father being faithful to the Son 

and the Son being faithful to the Father! Why law? It was to imprison us in 

sin. For so many years, God dealt with man as a little child. He put a 

guardian over him, a school master over him. Paul goes into this argument 

that when the heir of the father is small, he has tutors, guardians, and 

school masters, but if you look at his life and the life of a slave, there is no 

difference even though he’s the heir. Someone is always telling him what 

to do. Paul said that is what it was like until Christ came. When Christ 

came, it’s the beauty of the gospel. Yes, we use the terminology being 

born again and we talk about someone being a baby in Christ, but at the 

moment of your spiritual birth, God treats you as an adult child of His. Do 

you know what that means? You come into the family business, He gives 

you a spot of land and you start working that spot with Him, and He trusts 

you to make decisions on behalf of the Kingdom. Wow! It is like my dad 

giving me the farm’s checkbook, sending me to the tractor dealership, and 

letting me make the decision on what tractor we are going to buy. It is 

really his, but he trusts me. God trusts you!  

How many of you honestly get ready to send your son or daughter out for 

the first time on a date for the first time and you remind them of the 

twenty-nine things they can’t do? Why do you do that? It’s because you 

don’t trust them. What you really don’t trust is the way you reared them. 



You really don’t know if they are ready for this moment, so we put the 

legalism on them! Can you imagine how fun a date would be when he has 

thirty-nine laws and she has twenty-nine laws, and they are trying to figure 

out what they can and cannot do? That is how so many churches teach 

Christianity!  

Paul is laboring to say that God took the custodian, the school master, and 

the teacher away. He took the teacher away because you don’t need the 

teacher. He says you have the Holy Spirit of God living in you. Wow! Here 

is what people don’t get. Yes, we can teach salvation by grace through 

faith, we can teach eternal security of the believer, because that is what 

the Bible teaches. But outside the walls of most evangelical grace 

churches, churches are scared to death of that message because they think 

their people are going to run to a bar! They are going to divorce their wife. 

They just imagine all the sins we are going to get into. What those 

churches don’t understand is that when God saves you, He puts His Holy 

Spirit inside of you. Do you get this? He put His Son on a cross to die for 

your sins. And at the moment of faith, He put His Holy Spirit, the third 

person of the triune God, not a force, not an influence, but God Himself in 

you! 

Then, Paul says the spirit in our heart cries out Abba Father, because we 

are living in the fullness of time…Wow. Then he reminds you that you are 

an heir. You are not just a son who has the Spirit; you are an heir of God. 

Everything that is God’s is yours.  

My dad has only two sets of heirs, my family, and my sister’s family. We 

joke about this sometimes. We try to be Jewish; she will give me two-

thirds and she will take one-third.  But neither my sister’s family nor any 

of my family wants my dad to die so we can have what he has. We pray he 

lives to be a hundred years old! We all, at this very moment, enjoy what 

my dad has because he is our father and we are the heirs. What is his is 

ours. He trusts us. What is God’s is yours. He trusts you! That is why He 



set you free from sin and from the law, so that you could just live out 

being His child. Wow! Is that glorious?  

 Allegorically  

Now Paul will argue allegorically. He will take that Old Testament story 

about Abraham having two wives (I don’t recommend that today). One 

was a handmaiden. She was given to him to bear a child because Sarah 

didn’t’ think she could bear a child. The slave lady produced Ishmael. Later, 

Sarah had Isaac. The Old Testament is clear that Ishmael should never 

have been born. If Abraham and Sarah had not done what they did, we 

wouldn’t have the Middle East conflict we have today. That is a conflict 

between Isaac and Ishmael. Do you realize that? I want you to watch what 

Paul does next. They would have stoned him for this. He turned this thing 

around and said if you try to use the Law of Moses and add it to the 

gospel, then you are a child of Hagar. The Jews would have said what! 

Paul is saying that we who are Gentiles, we who believe in Christ and are 

made right with God, we are the sons of Sarah. The question is not who’s 

your Daddy; the question is who’s your momma. Amen? Everybody claims 

to have the same Daddy, but even in our counties, there are people who 

add works and human effort to the gospel. You know this is true! Paul 

would have nothing to do with it.  

Sanctification  

The reason Paul would have nothing to do with it is in chapter 5:1. He said, 

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not 

submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Christ has set us free, not for a home in 

Heaven, not for a better way of living, but for us to be free, to live up to 

who you are in Christ, to enjoy the presence of God’s Spirit within you and 

let that life itself out, that is why Christ set you free! He set you free so you 

can be free! Stand firm therefore! Do not let your daddy, do not let your 

momma, do not let your grandpa, do not let your boss, take you back to 

that day when you’re trying to do something yourself to be right with God 

in justification or sanctification.  



In our area, there are many people who do not understand what we teach, 

what the Bible teaches. They just cannot believe that once you come to 

faith in Christ, that faith saves you and keeps you saved. It is not 

something you do. They believe there is something you could do that 

would cause you to lose your salvation. Many times, they will quote 

Galatians 5:4 to say you can fall from grace. Let’s look at this verse. It 

teaches you can fall from grace. The word, “fall,” here means ‘fall away 

from.’ It means that you think you are running to it, but you are actually 

getting further and further away from it. Who does Paul say the people are 

that getting further away from grace? It is the people who believe it is 

something you do that causes you to be made right with God. It says, “You 

are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have 

fallen away from grace.” This isn’t saying that if you commit a sin you can 

fall from grace. What is it saying? If you are a Christian who believes (or a 

person who thinks he is a Christian), but you believe it is Christ plus law, 

you are severed from Christ, separated from Christ. As a matter of fact, the 

more you keep trusting in something you do plus something He did, the 

further you get away from grace. Wow!  

I have to be Pauline as we look at verse 12. The group of people Paul was 

talking about in verse 12 was the party of the circumcision, and they were 

preaching circumcision. He says I wish those people who were unsettling 

you, I wish that group of people who are coming in after me and teaching 

it is Christ plus something, I wish the knife would slip and instead of 

cutting off the foreskin, I wish they would just cut it all off! Did you hear 

that? That is the Bible! Today, Paul would say, for that person who adds 

baptism to faith, I wish they would just drown in the water! That person 

who adds the Lord’s Supper to faith in Christ, I wish they would choke on 

the bread! Do you hear this man? He believes the whole purpose of Christ 

on the cross was for freedom. He knows the only way a man can really be 

free to live up to who God wants him to be is to abandon every trust in 

anything he does, and totally accept what God did on the cross to make 

him right with God!  



 Walk in the Spirit 

Then finally, Paul will tell us how to do that. He says that if you walk in the 

Spirit, you will not fulfill the lust in your flesh. Paul teaches in these last 2 

chapters that sanctification is not a work of the flesh. There are people 

who believe that once you come to faith, it is something you continue to do 

that keeps you right with God. Paul says no, the key to sanctification is 

learning to walk with the Spirit, by the Spirit, the Spirit of God within you. 

Develop a relationship with God in Him! If you bring yourself under control, 

any flesh tendencies you have at that moment you are in the control of 

God’s Holy Spirit, you cannot fulfill any flesh tendency. If my flesh 

tendency is pornography, when I am under the control of the Spirit of God, 

I cannot view pornography. If my flesh tendency is anger, when I am 

under the control of the Spirit of God and I get in a situation with my flesh, 

it cannot work itself out of me. I don’t always know when I am under the 

control of the Holy Spirit, but I always know when I am not, because I 

know my flesh tendencies. My flesh does not want to bring itself into the 

subjection to the Spirit of God, so I must walk around in the Spirit. If I 

walk around in the Spirit, the Spirit will produce the fruit of the Spirit in me 

~ love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control. Against these, there is no law! The fruit of the Spirit in 

your life is the evidence that you are made right with God by faith and you 

are being sanctified by faith, because when Christ works in you, He 

produces the fruit of the Spirit. If you have the works of the flesh, you are 

not His. Don’t hide behind this veil of, “I said a prayer,” therefore, once 

saved always saved. You are misguided. Now if you really did put your 

faith and trust in Jesus, you are eternally secure, and the evidence of it is a 

change in your life; God begins to produce fruit.  

I was thinking about the difference between a living plant that gives us 

fruit and a non-living plant such as a manufacturing plant. I was looking at 

a tangerine, or Mandarin, the fruit. The word basically means a loose 

skinned orange. There are also places where people work that are called 

plants. Living plants produce, and non-living plants manufacture. Every 



month I turn to the life section of Newsweek and USA Today to get a 

manufacturing report. I am a pastor of a church and that affects us. We 

manufacture jobs; we do not manufacture the Christian life! If you are 

having to manufacture it, if you are having to rely on your flesh to make it 

happen, you are probably not His. As you walk with the Spirit of God, 

because you have been justified by faith the Holy Spirit of God will sanctify 

you. And before you know it, you will be a Mandarin, loose skinned; the 

world will just peel you away and enjoy the beauty of a life lived for Christ. 

Parents, you will never know what a blessing you will be to your children. 

Children will never know what a blessing you will be to your parents. You 

will never know what a blessing you will be to your neighbors, your boss, 

your plant, your church! Paul says walk by the Spirit and keep in step. 

Keep up with the Spirit; keep up with what He is doing. Walk with Him, 

and you will be just like Paul and you will bear the marks of the Lord Jesus 

Christ in your body. FREEDOM! Christ set us free, not free to sin like the 

world thinks, free not to sin. Glory be to God alone. 


