
Standing in Grace 

Romans 5:1-5 

January 25th, 2009 

 

 

At a pastor’s conference in Jacksonville several years ago, Celisa and I had 

the privilege of hearing the noted English Bible teacher John Phillips. 

During one of his teachings, he told about being from England and how the 

story had always been told of a little boy who sat on the street curb 

outside of the gates of Buckingham Palace. The little boy had a question 

that he wanted to ask the King of England. He believed only the king 

himself could answer his question. So he patiently waited day after day to 

see the king. He tried unsuccessfully, time after time, to get into the 

courtyard and the palace into the presence of the king, but every time he 

was denied. Every time a carriage or motorcade would come up and the 

gate would be opened, he tried to get in. But each time the little boy was 

turned down. After several days of trying to get into Buckingham Palace, 

he sat on the curb and in desperation began to cry. He cried and cried, and 

all of a sudden a motorcade pulled up and a man in the motorcade saw the 

little boy and they stopped. The man got out and came over to the little 

boy and asked why he was crying. He recited the story of how no one 

would let him see the King of England. John says that man took the little 

boy by the hand and walked him to the front gate. The gate opened, and 

without a word of protest, the boy went into the courtyard of Buckingham 

Palace. As they made their way to the door where the palace guards were 

stationed, not a guard said a word as this man took the little boy into the 

royal residence of the king. Finally after several minutes, this man 

supposedly took this boy by the hand to the private chambers of the king 

himself and introduced the little boy to him. The little boy got to ask his 



question to the King of England. It is amazing how your life changes when 

the one who takes you by the hand is the Prince of Wales, the son of the 

King of England. 

How our lives changed when Jesus Christ personally took us by the hand 

and took us into the presence of His Father, God. We are going to learn a 

fascinating truth from the first 5 verses of Romans chapter 5 in Paul’s letter 

to the church at Rome. The title of this message, Standing in Grace, can 

only capture one aspect of these verses. 

Scripture 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 

 

Those of us who regularly attend HBC know that we have to stop and see 

what this “therefore” is there for. It is just something we do at HBC. 

Normally, “therefore” reminds the reader that the teaching which is going 

to follow is based on the foundation that has just been previously 

introduced. Did you notice though, as we examine this particular 

“therefore”, it is different? You see if Paul had used this one the way he 

uses it elsewhere in his letters, the Bible would say: Therefore we have 

peace with God. But that is not what he says. He says, “Therefore, since 

we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God…” Why does Paul 

say this? Paul has been telling us since the beginning of this letter that the 

only way a sinner can be made right with God who is holy, is through the 

means of faith. Faith is the proper response to the revelation of God and 

what He has done on the cross in His Son Jesus to bring a sinner into a 

right relationship with Him. Why doesn’t Paul just assume we get it? It is 



that important. It is so important that before he goes on to talk about the 

blessings of being in a right relationship with God, he again reminds us of 

the means of that right relationship, and it is through faith. Now I get it. 

You see, when he began this letter, he said in chapter 1:16 that he was 

not ashamed of the gospel, for it was the power of God unto salvation to 

everyone who continues to believe, to the Jew first and also to the Gentile. 

Then he turns around in the next verse and tells us that in the gospel the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith. Then to make sure I 

get it, he quotes the Old Testament to say “the just shall live by faith.” 

Then he goes into this long discourse about all mankind, Jew or Gentile, 

rejecting general and special revelation, and all being condemned under 

the mighty wrath of God where He lets a sinner be as sinful as he wants to 

be. Then in chapter 3:22 he again says that the way God makes a sinner 

right with Him is through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. Then he 

says the same thing in verse 25, 26, 27, 28, and 30. He also says it when 

he starts the 4th chapter in verse 3, 5, 9, 11, 13, and 23. In verse 24 he 

again says that God’s grace brings a sinner into a right relationship with 

God and the moment of that revelation the proper response is faith! The 

moment a person hears and believes the revelation of God, in Christ your 

sin has been done away with, just like Abraham, we are brought into a 

right relationship with God. Do you understand how important this doctrine 

is to the Apostle Paul? Then when he gets ready to talk about the blessing 

of that right relationship, again he has to throw in there that the only way 

we are made right with God is through faith. Let me say this again, I have 

said it over and over, if there was any other response that man must make 

to the gospel, Paul would have put it in here. To the Apostle Paul and the 

writers of the New Testament, saving faith is not a faith that just has a 

moment. If it is genuine, that moment of faith will issue into a life of faith, 

which will result into a life of faithfulness to our God. Our faithfulness is not 

the grounds of our salvation, but it is the evidence of being right with God. 

Paul is going to labor to tell us about the blessing, or the result of, or the 

evidence of being in a right relationship with God.  



The first thing he says is “therefore, since we have been justified by faith.” 

The first present possession we have is peace with God. In the New 

Testament, the Bible talks about peace with God, and the peace of God. 

Peace with God is objective, and the peace of God is subjective. One 

involves feelings and emotions, and the other involves facts. Notice that 

Paul tells us the moment a sinner is brought into a right relationship with 

God, the first thing we have is peace with God. It is not a feeling of peace, 

but the reality of peace. This peace is not based on your emotions, it is 

based on the fact that God has ended the battle that you had with Him at 

the cross when He crucified you in the person of His Son Jesus Christ. God 

in heaven has declared to the believer that the war is over and the battle 

has been fought, so lay down your arms and submit to Him as King! You, 

as a believer, are now in a peaceful, reconciled, transformed relationship 

with the God of heaven. This is important because throughout the book of 

Romans Paul will tell us that sinners live in hostility toward God. Sinners 

have a carnal mind that can never please God, so they are in constant 

warfare with Him, but a believer is not. It does not matter whether in your 

mind you believe this or not, it is an accomplished fact and you need to 

accept that you are at peace with God.  

We have all heard the story that thirty years after WW2 on a remote island 

in the Pacific, they still found Japanese soldiers who were fighting the war. 

For thirty years after that war’s conclusion, some Japanese soldiers were 

still living as if they were in a war with the world. Have you heard the good 

news? The war is over. If you are a believer, there is no hostility, no 

enmity, and everything that was wrong in your life has been taken care of 

on the cross, and it has been removed once and for all from you. We have 

peace with God! And because of our right relationship with God, Paul tells 

us “we have obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand.” 

What a thought!  

I want to slow down here because I want us to get this afresh. If you read 

different translations of the Bible, you will notice that not all translations 

translate this word as access, but as an introduction. Some actually 



believe this word means “to haven, or to harbor.” I want to describe what 

Paul is doing, and why English translators have such a tough time knowing 

which word to use here, and why the ESV translators settled with the word 

access. When you see this word in the Greek and Roman world, it was 

primarily used to be ushered into the presence of royalty. It could be used 

to be ushered into the presence of the gods, but it is primarily used to talk 

about being brought into the presence of a monarch, or a king, or a prince; 

someone of royal lineage. You need to remember that in those days you 

did not get into the presence of a king except through invitation only. To 

be honest, the only way you got into the presence of a king in those days 

is for you yourself to know someone who knew the king. Without that 

knowledge, and that person being willing to make an introduction of you to 

them, you did not get into the presence of the king. Therefore, some 

translators believe this word means to introduce. So the thought is, 

through Jesus Christ you have been introduced to royalty.  

I have developed some new friendships over the last several years. It 

seems like a few of the friends I have now know everyone. I can be with 

them, and it doesn’t matter who comes up, it seems like they know them. 

After talking with them a minute, they turn and say, “Do you know Ricky?” 

Then they will introduce us. I now know someone who I did not know 

before, because someone I knew introduced us. Sometimes when that 

happens, I meet someone and I know that I know them because I know I 

have been introduced to them, but I cannot remember who they are. Jesus 

Christ took you by the hand and introduced you, according to Paul, to 

God’s grace. You know now grace because you know Jesus. I am afraid 

that many of us as Christians, at the moment of salvation, get introduced 

to God’s grace, but we forget what grace is. We forget who grace is. We 

never cultivate a relationship with the mighty grace of God.  

Now the ESV translators did not go with introduced, they went with access. 

Do you know what happens when Jesus takes you by the hand and 

introduces you to the grace of God? It is a reality that keeps on happening 

in your life. In other words, the moment that you have been brought to 



God’s grace, for the rest of your life as a believer, you now have full access 

to the grace of God in which we stand. The verbs obtained and stand are 

perfect tense verbs. In the Greek language that means they are conveying 

that the action of the verb has taken place in the past and has been 

finished, but the results of that action continue into the present. So there 

was a moment in our past when we obtained an introduction to grace, and 

we still have access to God’s grace at this very moment! And, not only did 

God put us in grace at a moment in our past, we still stand in grace at this 

moment! The picture is of a believer, who has been brought into a right 

relationship with God, who used to be a sinner under the wrath of God, he 

lived a sinful as he wants to be, and now stands in God’s grace! I just have 

to ask you this question. How deep into grace are you? Have you just got 

your feet wet? Can I challenge you to wade out a little deeper? Are you 

knee deep in grace? Then I challenge you to wade out a little deeper. Are 

you waist deep in grace? Then I challenge you to wade in a little deeper. 

Have you ever heard the expression, “I am up to my neck?” That is not 

good enough. When it comes to grace, each of us should desire to be in 

over our heads. I will repeat what we believe here at HBC about grace. It 

is not simply provision. We hate to differ with some of our brothers and 

sisters, but grace is more than provision. It includes provision, but it is 

God’s enabling power. It is God doing for us what we cannot do for 

ourselves, so that we can now do what He did. Paul reminds us that not 

only do we have peace with God, but our whole life as a believer is rooted, 

and founded, and established upon God’s mighty grace. As a believer I 

now have the power to live victoriously over sin so that I am free to run, I 

am free to dance, and I am free to live my life for Him!  

He says because of our right relationship with God, “we rejoice in hope of 

the glory of God.” This word, rejoice, is a really hard Greek word to 

translate into English. Therefore, it is translated as boast, or exults. But 

when you look at it in Paul’s language, it means “a triumphant celebration.” 

Paul says when you come into a right relationship with God, you not only 



have peace with God, you not only stand in grace, but you also 

triumphantly celebrate your hope in the glory of God.  

Do you remember the first time we met the glory of God in Romans? It 

was Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

We talked about the glory of God being the manifested presence of God to 

His people in the Old Testament. Then the New Testament in Romans 1, 2, 

and 3 will say that God revealed His glory in nature and special revelation. 

Man in sin, who is dead in sin and separated from God, rejects that 

revelation. All men, Jew and Gentile, fall short of the manifested presence 

of God. Do not quote that verse out of context ever again. I cannot tell you 

how many times I have heard believers excuse a sin by saying that all have 

sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. That is not talking about 

believers, it is talking about sinners! Sinners outside of Christ will always 

fall short of the glory of God. But believers, who have moved out of Adam 

into Christ, have the hope of the glory of God! We have the confident 

expectation that as a believer on this side of glory, we are going to live up 

to God’s manifested revelation in His Son Jesus Christ!! Do you get it? On 

this side of justification, because I am right with God, I have the confident 

expectation that I will live up to who God has destined me to be in Christ 

Jesus. Then he says, “More than that”, more than rejoicing in the common 

expectation that I will live up to who God wants me to be, he says I am 

also going to celebrate my sufferings. He says I will rejoice more in the fact 

that God has ordained suffering for me. You had better start turning off 

some of those TV evangelists. You had better start putting some of those 

books down that tell you God has ordained for you to be happy and does 

not ever want you to be sad or to suffer. The goal of God in your life is not 

for you to be happy, but to be holy. Holiness requires suffering. God only 

had one Son without sin, but he has never had a son without suffering. 

The Bible is clear in Romans chapter 8, if you do not share in His 

sufferings, you will not partake of His glorious resurrection. It is a message 

we have lost in the United States of America. Some of you will discover you 



are in the wrong church because we believe in a God who has ordained His 

children to be in places where they get pressure exerted from the outside.  

This word, sufferings, means to be squeezed. It is that proverbial, English 

“rock and a hard place.” Have you ever been there spiritually, morally, or 

ethically, where you are getting squeezed from all sides? Paul says to 

rejoice and celebrate when that happens to you. How can Paul say that? 

He can say that because he knows that suffering produces endurance, and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope. We have 

hope, hope in the glory of God. We have the hope as believers that one 

day we are going to live up to the glory of God, and when Jesus comes a 

second time, we will be ushered into His presence where we will live with 

Him in a glorified body forever, and ever.  

This word hope is not our English word that means maybe, or uncertainty, 

or if everything works out. It is the Greek word that is means “confident 

expectation.” The path to that glorification, to being like Christ, is suffering, 

because it produces endurance. The word endurance is the Greek word 

hupomonē, which literally means “to remain under.” It is the picture of the 

weight lifter who reaches down to pick up a weight and gets it over his 

head and he remains underneath it. It is not a lift until he remains under it. 

In the process of remaining under it lift after lift, his biceps and triceps 

begin to bulge with new muscle. Then later on he can lift even more 

weight, he can remain under even more. God ordains suffering because He 

knows what is down the road in your life. According to the teaching of the 

New Testament, God has either allowed it to happen, or He has caused it 

to happen. God isn’t the cause of some things that happen to us, but there 

will never be anything to happen to us that God does not allow. So for a 

believer, all things are under the mighty hand of God, either by divine 

cause, or by divine allowance. God is getting you ready today for what is 

coming down the road tomorrow. He wants you to remain under the load 

because it produces character.  



This word character is an interesting word. It is a word that is taken out 

of the coinage industry of the New Testament. It is a word that was used 

when they casted silver and gold coins. They would have to test or approve 

those coins, thus the word dechomai. It literally means “to be approved or 

to be tested.” English translators translate this word by character, and 

character is really who you are after you have been tested. Character is 

who you are after you have been through the fire. Character is not who 

you were before the squeeze, it is who you are after the squeeze. God is 

producing character in you. God wants you to know that your faith is real, 

so your faith will get tested. There are people I know that if you told me 

they would be where they are today I would have laughed at you. I know 

some people who used to preach and teach, or sit in the pews of churches 

all over our nation, and now they do not darken the door at all. The ones I 

know personally all tell the same story. They all had something happen. 

Whether it was in the Church, in the family, or work, when it happened 

they turned away from the Church. If your faith does not stand up to the 

test of the squeezing that life puts on you, your faith is not real. As 

Baptists, you had better quit letting your family live under the protection of 

security of the believer. A true believer has a moment of faith that issues 

into a life of faith. If your moment does not issue into a life of faith, you do 

not have faith! God has ordained your life to let you know you are real. 

When you go through the fire and the trials, and you remain or stand, it 

breeds hope, which is confident expectation. The hope is that God is true 

when He said He predestined me to be like His Son Jesus Christ. When that 

hope begins to swell up in me because I have been down the path of 

suffering and endurance, and my character has been tested and I have 

hope; it is then that I know, because the love of God has been poured out 

into my heart by the Holy Spirit who was given to me. The Bible teaches at 

the moment of your salvation you are sealed with the Holy Spirit of 

promise. The Holy Spirit brings the new life of God.  

One of the realities of the Holy Spirit is that He poured out the love of God 

into your life at the moment of your faith. The reason the children of God 



do not become bitter, but become better when they go through suffering is 

because the love of Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit are inside 

them. The blessing of being in a right relationship with God is that we can 

love by the enabling of God’s grace, just like God loved. Do any of you 

need to wade out a little deeper? Are any of you trying to do this thing on 

your own? Did you forget that Jesus introduced you to God’s grace? That 

grace is not only what saved you, it is what empowers and sanctifies you, 

and brings you to your ultimate glorification in Christ Jesus.  


