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I read about a man who said he was a debtor. It was kind of strange when 

I read this story because this man believed he was not a debtor because of 

anything he had done, but because of what someone else had done. The 

more I read his story, I began to realize this guy was not approaching debt 

the way we normally approach it. When I think of someone being a debtor, 

I think that someone wants something they cannot afford. So they have to 

ask someone, or some institution to borrow the money. They take the 

money they borrow and go purchase what they want. When they get the 

first payment, they realize they are a debtor. But the guy in the story 

believed he was a debtor because of something that had been given to 

him.  

 

In Romans 1:8-15 the Apostle Paul is actually going to call himself a debtor 

to the saints in Rome. 

Scripture 

“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 

proclaimed in all the world. For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit 

in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you always in my 

prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming 

to you.  For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to 

strengthen you-- that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's 

faith, both yours and mine.  I want you to know, brothers, that I have often 



intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may 

reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles.  I am 

under obligation (NKJV says, I am a debtor) both to Greeks and to barbarians, 

both to the wise and to the foolish.  So I am eager to preach the gospel to you 

also who are in Rome.” 

We will hike very quickly through verses 8-13. Not that they are not 

important, but I really do not believe these verses need explanation. Paul 

begins by telling us that he thanks God that the faith of the Roman saints 

is known throughout the Roman Empire. Can you imagine what a blessing 

it was for the people living in the Roman Empire to know that the gospel 

had also penetrated the capital city? Throughout that huge metropolitan, 

there were small house churches literally all over the city of Rome. Paul 

said that he had been praying for them even though he has never visited 

them. But in his prayers, he is specifically asking God to open a door to 

allow him to come and preach the gospel at Rome also. He knows that 

when he visits the Roman Church, which has been built without an 

apostolic foundation, that as an apostle to the Gentiles he will impart a 

spiritual blessing to the Church. Then he catches himself because he does 

not want this to look like a one sided relationship. He said he not only 

wanted to come to be a blessing to them, but that he would be blessed by 

being with them also. Then he makes the statement that he has had a 

spiritual harvest all over the Roman Empire, and he wants to preach the 

gospel at Rome because he wants to experience a harvest there. We are 

going to slow down here as we come to verse 14 and build a campfire.  

He said, “I am a debtor” (KJV). Now in our modern translation, this word 

debtor has been changed from debtor to “under obligation.” Being a 

pastor/teacher, I had to check out why the change of translation. When 

you look this word up in a Greek dictionary it has two meanings.  

1. Borrowing or lending and repayment.  



It talks about someone who has borrowed something from somebody, 

and they must pay what has been borrowed back. This is the classic or 

standard way we use the word debt.  

When Paul tells the Greeks and barbarians, and the wise and the foolish 

that he is a debtor, I do not think we believe that Paul had borrowed 

money from someone in Spain and wants to go back to Spain to pay it 

back.  

2. To be entrusted with something.   

An example would be someone giving you something, and it is your 

responsibility to give this to someone else. The very reason you were 

entrusted with it was just to give it to someone else, and to only hold 

onto it until you met the person you were to give it to.  

I think you will agree that when Paul says I am a debtor, I am under 

obligation; it is this second meaning that applies. What Paul is saying is 

that he is a debtor, not because of anything he had done (borrowed 

money), but because he had been given something. Paul believed he had 

been given the gospel to give it to someone else. 

A few weeks ago, a Christian businessman came up to me and asked if he 

had my dad’s address correct. He had the street address correct but he did 

not have the city correct. This man had sent something to my dad but he 

had the wrong address and it had been sent back to him. Now, he handed 

me the envelope; I received it and he asked me to give it to my dad and 

said it had a check in it. Without thinking, I said yes and then all of a 

sudden I had two thoughts. The first was “I wonder how much the check 

is?” You would have thought the same thing right! I had walked about five 

feet away when I had this second thought hit me; “I am a debtor, and I 

have an obligation to keep.” I am a debtor to my dad. I am a debtor to him 

because I have something that does not belong to me, it belongs to my 

dad. I put the envelope in my Bible with the sense that I should get it to 

him as soon as I could, so I put it in one of my favorite books of the Bible 



that I read a lot, which is Romans. I did not put it in Leviticus because 

sometimes it is months before I read through the book of Leviticus! I 

realized I owed my dad something. I am not free to do with that envelope 

what I want to. It is not mine, it belongs to another, and it is in my 

possession because I have been entrusted with it. I am just holding it until 

I see my dad.  I called Dad on my cell phone and told him I had an 

envelope for him. He said he had been expecting it but I could get it to him 

just whenever I saw him. That was not sufficient for me. I decided I had to 

give it to him right away so I went out of my way to do it. I mean he lives 

at least ¼ of a mile across the field from where I live! I went to great 

pains to make sure I delivered that envelope to Dad, and when I gave it to 

him I felt relieved of the obligation. I was no longer indebted to him 

because I did not have anything in my possession that belonged to him. I 

am now a free man. 

Debtor of the Gospel  

As I read verse 14, this is what I sense Paul is thinking. I sense that Paul 

believed when God stepped into his life, called him to Christ, and set him 

apart to be an apostle to the Gentiles; he realized he had the gospel of 

Christ in his possession.  It had been given to him, but not for him. He had 

been entrusted with it and had the responsibility of giving it to those for 

whom it was meant to be given. Paul, who was free in Christ, suddenly 

realized for the first time that he was a debtor. Now, he did not say he was 

indebted to God, he said he was indebted to the Greeks and barbarians, 

both the wise and the unwise. He did not feel indebted to the One who 

gave it to him, but to the one to whom it belongs.  

The Bible is mostly written with a Jewish perspective in mind, so you are 

considered either a Jew or a Gentile. If you were a Jew, then everyone else 

was a Gentile. Humanity, from a Roman’s perspective, was divided into 

Greeks and barbarians. The Roman Empire spoke the Greek language and 

was influenced by Greek culture. The Romans had conquered the Greeks, 

but the Greek culture had conquered the Romans. So, to be a Greek was to 



be cultured. You have to understand that when a Greek speaking person 

heard a foreign dialect, it sounded like “bar, bar, bar”; so they coined the 

word “barbarian.” This meant someone who did not speak like them or did 

not have Greek culture. They viewed people as being wise or foolish 

Greeks, and wise and foolish barbarians. Paul is saying that he is indebted 

to everyone, everywhere. 

There seems to be a discussion going on in the United States, our state, 

and our community about who Jesus died for. It aggravates me that the 

Church argues or gets upset with each other over this when the people 

arguing about it are doing absolutely nothing with it! The message of 

salvation is for everyone, everywhere!! Regardless of what your theological 

position is, we have been entrusted with a message. That message cannot 

be received until a person hears it. If you are really concerned about Christ 

dying for everyone, everywhere, then why are you not doing anything with 

it? This is not a theological debate! Eternity rests on us telling people about 

the Christ.  

Living as a Debtor  

Paul taught that he is free in Christ, and yet at the same time he feels like 

he was a debtor. And he was. Just because we are free in Christ does not 

mean we can interpret it anyway we want, or believe what we want. That 

is not what freedom in Christ means. Freedom in Christ means we have 

been given something, something we did not deserve. We have been made 

into someone that we had no way of ever becoming, and that is a saint of 

God. As a saint of God, He has given us the good news of Jesus Christ, 

through Christ by the Holy Spirit. It is in our possession, but it does not 

belong to us. It belongs to everyone, everywhere. We need to quit living as 

if we are free and live up to whom we really are in Christ. We are a debtor, 

not to sin and not to God, but to everyone, everywhere. When you realize 

you are in debt, you live differently.  

I hear people say that if they did not have payments they would quit their 

job. What would you do if you quit your job? God ordained for man to 



work. If the only reason you are working is because you are in debt, you 

will look at life differently. Paul wants us to spiritually live as if we are a 

debtor, as if we have an obligation. There are four things that we need to 

remember at all times if we are going to live as a debtor. 

1. We must know who we are 

2. We must know what we have been given 

3. We must know who gave it to us 

4. We must know who we should give it to  

1 We are a debtor, just like Paul, according to Romans 1:14.  

2 We have been given the good news (the gospel of Jesus Christ), 

according to the introduction of Romans.  

3 God gave it to us, through Jesus, through the Holy Spirit.  

4 We should give the good news to others, which is everyone, 

everywhere.  

Delivering the Message 

When it comes to delivering the message, God does not use a cookie cutter 

style. In other words, when I deliver the good news, it will look differently 

from the way you deliver the good news. You are not me, and I am not 

you. God wants me to deliver the good news the way He designed and 

gifted me.  

For example, I have been called to preach and to pastor. I hope it is 

evident that God has designed me with the gifts to carry out that calling. I 

am a debtor and am entrusted with the gospel message, and I want to 

deliver it through preaching. I want to spend the week studying and 

praying, and then get as many people together as possible, as often as I 

can, and preach the good news of Jesus Christ. I pray for the day that 

enough people want to hear the gospel that maybe we can have services 

six or seven times each Sunday! I love to preach! I love to preach because 



that is the way I pay off my obligation. I want everyone, everywhere to 

hear the message of Christ, so I am going to preach it.  

If I was called to teach, I would not want to do it that way. I would rather 

teach 15-30 people. I would want to get feedback from them. I would 

want to share, and make sure they understand the good news. I would 

want to have a Sunday school, Sunday night, or Wednesday night class. I 

might even have some people come to my house one night through the 

week so that I could teach.  

Maybe I have been called to sing or to play. Then, I would deliver the 

message through song. I would find a way to deliver the message because 

that is how God has designed me.  

What if I was a servant and my giftedness was helping? If I were a lady 

and heard of a young couple who just had a baby, or someone was sick 

and in need, I would bake my favorite pie or chicken noodle soup. I would 

do this because I feel this obligation. I would look at it as an opportunity to 

share the good news with a family. I am not just talking about the people 

in my Sunday school class or my family; I am talking about the person 

down the road who I do not know very well. I would not put the food in a 

plastic dish. I would put it in that favorite bowl that Grandma gave to me, 

that her mom gave to her, the one that says love. I would not put that dish 

in a plastic bag or paper sack. I would get my best basket down, the one 

that I use as decoration in the house, the expensive one. Then you will 

have a reason to go back and see them when they are not so overwhelmed 

from the needs they are experiencing. When you go back to pick up your 

dish and they want to brag on you for your kindness, you have the 

opportunity to tell them that the only reason for doing it is Jesus. We do 

not want the community to think we are doing what we are doing because 

we are good people. We want the world to know that we do what we do 

because of Christ! We have a burden for them because of Him. 

If you have the gift of mercy you will probably embody the message. This 

means, even though you do not know him well, you would probably call 



that senior adult man whose wife is in the hospital dying of cancer, and 

you will try to see if he will come home for a night. His relatives probably 

live in another part of the country, and he has been at the hospital for 

several nights, and he is worn out. After you get a babysitter for your kids, 

you will get him to go home and you will go sit with his wife. You would do 

that because you have this glorious good news of who Jesus Christ is, and 

you do not believe it was given to you just for you. You believe it was 

given to you so you could give it to the people who God wants to hear it. 

We have to get the sense of being a debtor. We have an obligation.  

I will never be an evangelist. You know, the guy in the restaurant who 

starts talking to someone he does not even know, and before you know it 

he has presented Jesus to them? I am just not designed that way. I am not 

even praying for him, I think he has lost it…then the guy gets saved and I 

have to repent! Each one of us has been entrusted with the good news of 

Jesus, and each of us is responsible for everyone, everywhere hearing the 

message of Christ. 

Getting Out of Debt  

When I started preparing this chapter, I was going in a different direction 

and the title was going to be “How Do I Get out of Debt.” The first thing I 

did in my research was to Google that title. 240,000 websites came up! I 

did not read all 240,000, but the few that I looked at all gave three ways to 

get out of debt.  

1. Pay more than the minimum payment 

I read on the Internet that if you had a credit card debt and only                      

paid the minimum amount, it could take you up to 17 years to pay it off.       

That is an expensive sweater! If you are going to get out of debt, you        

have to pay more than the minimum payment.                

 

 



 

2. Snowball your debt payments 

Let us suppose you have three credit cards, a house payment, and two car 

payments. You owe the grocer, your best friend, your mom and dad, and 

you are still paying for college loans. That is a lot of debt. They tell you to 

choose one to pay off first, and start with the one with the least amount of 

debt. Or, start with the one that has the highest interest and move to the 

one that has the lowest interest. Once you have paid that one off, you 

celebrate. Now do not celebrate by going out and buying something on a 

credit card! Once you have paid that one off, take the minimum payment 

you were making, and add that to one of your other debts. When you pay 

that off then go to another, and “snowball” your debt payments.  

3. Develop a spending plan 

The websites said it was probably your lifestyle choices that got you in the 

mess you are in. So to get out of the mess you are in, you will have to 

change your lifestyle. To change your lifestyle, you need to develop a 

spending plan.   

 

How to Deliver the Message                                                                                

It hit me last night that most of us do not struggle with how God designed 

us; we struggle with how to deliver the message. We struggle with how to 

give someone the gospel that we have been entrusted with. Let’s apply the 

debt plan we just reviewed to deliver the gospel message.  

1. You must decide to make more than the minimum payments 

You must maximize your efforts. I think there are many people who are so 

far in debt that they would find it a relief if the creditor would quit sending 

them the notice of a minimum payment. If some were not given the 

minimum notice, they would think they did not have to pay that month and 



they would not pay it. Some even excuse themselves from paying their bill 

because it got lost. You have been paying the electric bill on the same day 

of the month for the last 20 years; I promise you a bill was sent! We do 

not call the electric company and ask how much our bill is, we hope it does 

not come! We believe it is their responsibility to remind us what the 

monthly payment is.  

I am afraid the Church believes it is a lost man’s responsibility to tell us 

when he wants to hear about Christ. I do not believe you would decline an 

opportunity to tell someone about Jesus, or get him to someone who knew 

about Jesus if someone asked you what they had to do to be saved. You 

would try the best you could. But as long as the lost people do not ask, 

then we do not tell. Why do we do that? Our theology tells us that most 

lost people do not know they are lost. The world thinks they are ok, and 

yet the Bible says they are dead. They are spiritually separated from God 

and cannot receive the things of God because they do not have the Spirit 

within them. A person has to come under the hearing of the gospel before 

they can come under the conviction that their life is wrong. It is our 

responsibility to get them under the hearing. We have to make a maximum 

effort.  

2. We need to snowball our debt payments 

I have to snowball my debt payment by starting from high interest to low 

interest. Start with the ones you have the highest interest in. Those are 

your grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, best friends; those people you 

love the most. We do not love everyone equally; we love those closest (our 

spouse, our children) more than we love our friends and neighbors. After 

you have covered those high interest people you move to the low interest 

people. You have missed it if you think the only people you are responsible 

for seeing come to Christ is your family. We are not just responsible for our 

inner circle. We have been given a mandate and the gospel is not just for 

my family, it is for everyone, everywhere.   



I come in contact with people all of the time who I will never have a 

relationship with unless I make an effort to have one. This may be carnal 

sounding to you, but it is the truth. I have some good friends now that I 

used to have no interest in, but after sharing Christ with them, they 

became a brother or sister. Some of us have talked to the people that we 

are highly interested in, but that is as far as we go. That does not relieve 

us of the obligation as a Church to take the gospel to everyone, 

everywhere.  

3. We must develop a living plan 

The reason most of us never feel the obligation of giving the gospel to 

someone is because of a wrong lifestyle. We kind of think the gospel is all 

about us. We have been taught that we are free in Christ. You are free in 

Christ, which means free from sin. You are free from living a self-centered 

life. But at the same time, you became a debtor to the world. Many of us 

have to change our lifestyle. We have to develop a living plan that says 

people are important. Our present lifestyle and where we spend our time 

tells us where our priorities are.  

The financial people have been wise to tell us not to waste our money. But 

if I waste money this week, I will probably get an opportunity to make 

more down the road. But wasting time is much worse. Once I have wasted 

time, I can never get it back. How do you prioritize your time? Invest you 

time with people by giving to them what God has given to you. Let’s make 

a maximum effort, and snowball our debt payments, and make a wise 

living plan for the glory of God.  

 


