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The context that Paul introduced to us in verse 6 and 7 is about our 
obligation to pay our taxes to whom revenue is owed, to pay honor to 
whom honor is owed, and to pay respect to whom respect is owed.  It is in 
the context of our relationship as believers to those in authority over us, 
especially civil authority.  Now Paul begins to shift the emphasis from our 
civil responsibility to government, to our responsibility to those around us.  
 
Scripture  

 
“Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, "You 
shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not 
steal, You shall not covet," and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: "You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself." Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. Besides this you know the time, that the hour 
has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is 
at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in 
orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.” 
 
One of my favorite television commercials is a State Farm commercial.  
There has been an accident and a boyfriend and girlfriend are quarreling 



over what to do.  All of a sudden, one of them says the famous words; Like 
a Good Neighbor, State Farm is there, and immediately an agent appears.  
The agent begins to work the scene of the accident while the boyfriend 
and girlfriend still continue to argue. It is one of my favorites; Like a Good 
Neighbor, State Farm is there.   
 
That slogan was written, that song was written in 1971 by Barry Manilow 
for State Farm.  Since 1971, and probably before then, State Farm has 
been selling themselves to us as being a good neighbor.  Why?  Because if 
you are a State Farm policy holder in your hour of need, State Farm 
promises they will be there for you. I think if we could take the jingle from 
State Farm, we could say this; like a good neighbor, Christians are there.   
 

Love One Another 
 
In this passage Paul again emphasizes the nature and the unlimitlesness of 
our ability to love.  He’s just been talking about our responsibility to the 
government.  On April 15th, each one of us is to pay our taxes. If taxes are 
due, we are to pay them.  If revenue is due, we are to pay.  If honor is 
due, we are to pay.  If respect is due, we are to pay.  As Paul shifts to this 
next thought, he continues by telling us that as Christians we are not to 
owe anyone anything.  Now I want to add here that this one sentence is 
not the basis for biblical instruction about borrowing and lending.  Please 
hear me say this; this verse does not apply to the biblical function or 
mandate about borrowing and lending. In context, this is telling us that if 
we owe someone something, we are a debtor, and we are to pay that 
something back, whether it’s taxes, revenue, honor, or respect. Paul knows 
that when you have an obligation and you pay that obligation, then that 
obligation is finished, it’s over.  You can now move on to something else.  
But Paul wants to remind us that there is one thing that we can never 
finish paying off, and that’s our debt to love, to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. In other words, you don’t love and then finish loving. You are 
not done because this is a debt that the church can never repay.  So we 
must think of ourselves with this mentality.  While I’ve paid off all of my 
other obligations or responsibilities; this is one responsibility that will never 
end in my life; I am to love.  Paul actually says that if we love one another, 
we actually fulfill the law by loving.   
 



 
The word that Paul uses here for “love” is the Greek word, Agape, the 
verb form of Agapao.  This was a Greek word that Greek society didn’t 
use until the Church came along.  The Greeks had a dictionary definition 
for the word, but people on the street never used this word.  The reason 
was because this word was far above them and they didn’t know what to 
do with it.  All of a sudden the Church came along and picked up on this 
Greek word and began to use it to describe the love of God.  This word, 
Agapao, in its noun form, arises in the lover’s life because someone in his 
life has a need. This love never arises in the lover because the lover has a 
need. This love arises in the lover because another has a need.  
 

Love Fulfills the Law 
 
Paul said that when we love with this kind of love, we actually fulfill the 
law. The law talked about two kinds of relationships in the Ten 
Commandments.  The first relationship is our relationship with God, and 
there are four commands dealing with that. The next part of the Ten 
Commandments deals with our relationship with other people, and there 
are six commandments dealing with that.  
 
 

                                               
 
                                              
Let’s think about the cross for a moment.  One beam of wood stands 
vertically, and the other beam crosses it, literally hanging horizontally. In a 
real, graphic way when we look to the cross, the vertical beam reminds us 
of our relationship with God. Because of Jesus Christ on the cross, we are 
in a right relationship with God. On that cross God dealt with what was 
wrong with us, our sin, once and for all, and it’s been done away with.  But 
at the moment God brings me into a right relationship with Him, the 



horizontal beam reminds me that I am to be in a right relationship with 
other people.   

 
 Relationship with Others 

 
That is what this section of teaching is about.  For 11 chapters Paul tells us 
why we’re in a right relationship with God. In chapters 12 and 13, He 
reminds us that because we’re right with God, we have an obligation to our 
fellow man, which is to be in a right relationship with him. Paul quotes four 
of the Ten Commandments here: thou shalt not commit adultery, thou 
shalt not murder, and thou shalt not covet.  If we do any of those things 
(or any other commandments) to our neighbor, we are harming him; we 
are wronging our neighbor. Love will not let you harm or wrong another. 
Love motivates you and me to do right by our neighbor. If I truly love my 
neighbor, I’m not going to have an affair with his wife. If I truly love my 
neighbor, no matter how many times we squabble over the property line, 
I’m never going to take his life in anger. If I truly love my neighbor, no 
matter what I am short of, I’m never going to go to his garage and steal 
what’s his and make it mine. And if I truly love my neighbor, when he 
drives up in that new Escalade, I’m going to be satisfied with my Toyota, 
and I’m not going to want it at all. Paul doesn’t quote the other 
commandments, but said that in any other command, when you love your 
neighbor you’re actually fulfilling the law of God and revealing who God is. 
When you love your neighbor, you are being a good neighbor.   
 

Who is Your Neighbor? 
 
If you will remember, a man came to Jesus and wanted to know what he 
had to do to inherit eternal life. Jesus asked him what he thought the law 
said and the man quoted the law, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself”, and then he asked Jesus some questions. This man is struggling 
with who his neighbor is because he wants eternal life. He thinks the Bible 
teaches you have to love your neighbor as yourself and he wants to know 
who his neighbor is. Jesus then gives that famous parable about a man 
who was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho and he fell among thieves. My 
wife and I have traveled that road to Jerusalem to Jericho and I cannot 
imagine that road in the day of Jesus!  Around every corner there were 
dens where robbers lived. Making that treacherous trip from Jerusalem to 



Jericho was literally to put your life on the line! While making that trip a 
man is robbed and he’s hurt. He’s injured and left to die by the side of the 
road when a priest comes by, sees the man in need, and passes by on the 
other side. Then a Levite comes by, sees the man in need, and he too 
passes by on the other side when he saw the man. Isn’t it convenient 
when you see somebody in need but they’re not in your lane? And then a 
Samaritan comes by and sees the man, changes lanes, comes near to the 
man, pulls out his first aid kit, and he begins to minister. He loads the man 
up, takes him the rest of the way into Jericho, finds an inn, and gives two 
denarii (two full days’ wages) to the innkeeper. Just multiply by two what 
you make a day and that’s what he left with the innkeeper. He said when I 
come back through, if this doesn’t cover it, I’m good for it…whoa!  
 
Like a good neighbor, the Samaritan was there.  There is no way the priest 
and the Levite qualify as a good neighbor in this story. The president of 
State Farm defines a neighbor as someone you can trust, someone who 
will be there and not let you down in your hour of need. Jesus is teaching 
that the religious establishment of the Jewish people was not a good 
neighbor. The Samaritan, the person that the Jewish people looked down 
on as half-breeds, half-bloods, mixed racial marriages; those people were 
doing the right thing. They were the true good neighbors.   
 
Who is your neighbor?  It is anyone in close association with us at any time 
who has a need; that is your neighbor. We have a tendency to take the 
word, neighbor, literally, which means to be close by, or to live in close 
proximity to.  So we have defined our neighbor as a person who lives 
beside of us, or maybe two other houses down, possibly three this 
direction, and that’s my neighborhood.  Have you noticed in our society 
that we kind of flock to people like us, therefore when you live in a certain 
neighborhood you’re kind of like the people around you? It’s why I’m proud 
to say my mailing address is Dexter, Kentucky. I am in close association 
with people from Dexter. I can’t help it, that’s just who I am, and you’re 
the same way.   
 
Boy, Jesus really broadens the definition of a neighbor, does He not? A 
neighbor is not someone who has built next to you; a neighbor is anyone 
in your traffic pattern at the moment there is in need.  You are to right 
him, not wrong him. If he’s already been wronged by others and we pass 



by on the other side, we have further wronged him. It’s amazing how 
today security cameras catch Americans in action. How many times have 
you turned on the news and somebody has been mugged, robbed, laying 
on the street? They’re dying and security cameras show people stopping, 
looking over them, and passing right on by. This passage is saying, like a 
good neighbor, Christians should be there.  
 
Now, it looks like Paul is switching gears in the next verse. He said you 
know this, and besides this, you know what time it is. Paul introduces time 
here and he’s not changing subjects. The first thing he tells us is there are 
people who have legitimate needs. And we, as Christians, are there to 
meet those needs, and as we meet those needs we actually fulfill the law.  
The Roman church was confused. They thought if we’re not under law, but 
we’re under grace, does that make us lawless? Paul is saying the Church is 
not lawless. The Church fulfills the law because we’re under grace, and the 
Holy Spirit has been shed abroad in our hearts. We have the ability to love 
like God, and when we step into people’s lives and love them like God loves 
them, we actually fulfill the law. So the Church is not lawless, it is lawful.  
Our motivation is not the Ten Commandments telling us what to do; our 
motivation is our living relationship with God. Our motivation is not coming 
from external sources because someone has told us what to do from the 
outside. Our motivation is because we have the person of God, the Holy 
Spirit, within us motivating us, inspiring us, leading us to do the right 
things. We don’t pass by people, but engage them because we are their 
neighbor.  
 

Time to Wake 
 
He reminded us of the need, now he reminds us of the time. There are two 
Greek words for time, one is Chronos the other is Kairos.  Chronos 
refers to the succession of time.  For example, it is 8:41 a.m., then it is 
8:42 a.m., then it is 8:43 a.m.  At 9:00 a.m. something is supposed to 
happen, and then it is all supposed to end, and we are supposed to go do 
something else. But Paul doesn’t use Chronos here because he’s not 
referring to the quantity of time. Kairos usually refers to a season of time, 
a period of time, a moment of time, an opportunity time, or a quality time.  
Chronos is quantity of time, Kairos is quality of time. He said, do you 
know what time it is? It’s time to wake up. Do you know why it’s time to 



wake up?  It’s because our salvation is closer to us than at any moment 
since we’ve been saved. This sounds like a contradiction. If we’re already 
saved, then how can our salvation be closer than it’s ever been? You have 
to remember, the Bible speaks of salvation in three tenses: past, present 
and future.  Past tense of salvation is justification, and justification 
happens the moment we believe. Future tense of salvation is called 
glorification, and that will not happen until Jesus Christ comes again.  
Present tense of salvation is called sanctification. That is the process 
whereby from the moment we are justified to the day we’re glorified, or 
until we die, God continues to move us further and further away from 
image of Adam and more and more to the image of Jesus. Paul says we 
need to recognize what time it is because the moment when Jesus will 
coming and we receive our fill glorified bodies, and time is over is closer 
than it’s ever been! As a matter of fact, I can say we are 2000 years closer 
than we have ever been since Paul said this. It’s got to be getting close!  
Because that day is getting close, the Church needs to wake up. He says 
wake up out of your sleep!  
 
Sleep has been defined as a period of inactivity where there is a loss of 
consciousness and a decrease in responsiveness to events that are taking 
place. We have that little phrase, ‘I slept through it,’ and what you mean is 
that you’re not responsible for anything that took place. You were in a 
state of inactivity where you were not conscious; therefore you could not 
respond to the events that were taking place, and sometimes we use that 
as an excuse.  Can you imagine Paul is telling them to wake up! Generally, 
when you wake up, you wake up so you can get up. The imagery here is 
that it has been nighttime and now it’s daytime. When we wake up, the 
first thing we notice is that it is not night anymore.  
 
I don’t know about you, but I’m one of those people who does not like the 
change in time; Daylight Savings Time. The reason is because I don’t like 
to get up when it’s still dark. I’m not a big fan of getting up when it’s light, 
but when I do get up I want to know it’s daytime. Most of the things I 
enjoy doing I like to do in light, not in darkness. So I’ve kind of got this 
thing; if I wake up and it is still dark outside the first time my eyes open, 
then I don’t have to wake up or get up, and I go back to sleep. But the 
moment it is light, then it’s time to wake up. But when we change time and 



I have to get up at 5 a.m., the sun doesn’t come up until 7am, and that’s 
rough for me.  
 
Paul is telling the Church it is time to wake up! He said the night is far 
gone and the day is at hand. So, in other words, your eyes are open and 
you look outside and see that it isn’t dark. Have you ever had a big day 
planned and you wanted to get up really early, but when you woke up, it 
was an hour and half later than when you really wanted to get up? But 
now you’re wide awake, and you realize the day is already here; it started 
a while ago. That is what Paul is saying.  Do you see this?  The Church has 
been asleep and Paul is waking the Church up. The first thing he says is 
wake up, look outside, and see that night is gone; it is fully day. Now, 
when you wake up, you get up. Once we’re awake and on our feet, at 
some point, we’re going to do what we call ‘get ready.’ It is a process we 
go through where we get out of what we slept in and put on what we’re 
going to wear today.  
 

 Put Aside the Old 
 
It amazes me how what most of us sleep in is ugly. Most people don’t wear 
those clothes that we call pajamas for the person they live with; they wear 
them for themselves.  And the biggest reason for wearing them is called 
comfort; comfort is just ugly! But no matter how much you love your PJ’s, 
if you’re going to fully function in the day and interact with people, you 
have to come out of the PJ’s and put your clothes on. And the clothes you 
put on represent what you’re going to do today. That is what Paul is saying 
here; cast off your PJ’s.  
 
Now that bothers me…I mean this is the first Baptist church in Rome; this 
is the seat of the Roman Empire. These people have been saved! They 
heard the gospel on the day of Pentecost, and brought it back to the city of 
Rome, and now they have been under the teaching of the gospel. And Paul 
is telling them to put aside orgies, drunkenness, one night stands, 
sensuality, (meaning you do things and you’re not even convicted about it, 
you don’t even feel guilt or shame) quarreling, and jealousy! If you ask me, 
that sounds like the world. Do you catch what Paul is saying here? Get rid 
of those old clothes that symbolize darkness, and put your clothes on!  
 



 Put on the Lord 
 
Now, he defines our clothes as armor of light. Now, I talk about my clothes 
as work clothes or church clothes. I don’t mean to imply that when I put 
my church clothes on that I don’t work, because I think I really work when 
I have my church clothes on. It is more like how I define my day, or where 
I will be working. My church clothes are a pair of jeans from the Gap, or 
somewhere like that, and my farm clothes are usually Carhartt jeans. When 
I wake up, get up, and get ready, what I’m going to do determines what I 
put on. On Sunday mornings, I am absolutely worthless for anything 
except for one purpose, and that’s to preach the gospel. If I met someone 
who had car trouble on the way to church I wouldn’t be much help, 
because when I’ve got on a suit I don’t want to be under the hood of a car  
(You don’t want me under the hood of a car even when I have my work 
clothes on). When I have my work clothes on, I don’t think about going to 
the bank, or coming to church, or going to the hospital. Since I am not 
going to those places in our society that require cleanliness, I just get 
dirty; and I love getting dirty!   
 
Now, did you catch that symbolism? When you have your night clothes on, 
you continue to think like you did when you were unsaved. You are going 
to get dirty and do some really dumb things. It’s not nighttime; it’s not play 
time; and it’s not sleep time. It is time to wake up and realize we are in a 
war; a battle! He said to put on the armor of light, and then he narrows 
this thing down; put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for 
the flesh.  The context is that I need to wake up and realize that I’ve got 
some people who are around me and they are hurting, they are in need; 
they have been harmed, and I am not to add to their harm. I am to be 
used by God to bring rightness into their life. Who are those people? It is 
any person in my path during my day, 24/7, who has a need; I am 
responsible for that person if I am to truly love my neighbor as I love 
myself.  As I love that person, I fulfill the law.  
 
The problem is that many of us sleep walk through the day. We don’t think 
about others; we think about ourselves. We live our day in the other lane 
from where most people are. We might catch a glimpse of somebody in 
need but we don’t have time to slow down because our day is planned, 
and our day is all about us, and we can’t sacrifice an hour helping a person 



because that will keep us from meeting our objectives for the day. Paul is 
saying that when you live in your own little world and it’s all about you, 
you still have your PJ’s on.  You are living as if it is night and don’t 
recognized the sun has been up for half the day, and you are still in your 
PJ’s thinking about yourself. Paul says that when you get up in the morning 
and you take off your PJ’s, go into the closet and put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ…wow!  If I got up in the morning and put on Jesus, do you think 
that would change the way I treated my wife? Do you think that would 
change the way I talked to my kids? Do you think that might change the 
way I viewed my work, my boss, and my employees? If I went to the 
restaurant and had on the Lord Jesus Christ, do you think I might be a little 
more patient with that girl who is just started her job? Do you think instead 
of my concern only being getting in and out of there in ten minutes, my 
concern might shift to her and her first day learning her job?  
 
As the weather starts to warm up, some of us will have a habit of getting 
up and dressed in the morning, and about half way through the day we will 
realize we don’t need our jacket and we will take it off. A lot of men will 
decide they don’t even need their long sleeve shirt, so they will take it off. 
That is what many of us do as Christians. We try to start out in the 
morning with God, with Jesus on, but by lunch we have already taken Him 
off.  We’ve pushed Him aside and now we’re showing our chests, we’re 
showing our arms, and it is pure flesh.  We’re doing what we want to do 
and life is now all about us. And when life is all about us, we hurt our 
neighbor instead of helping our neighbor. Jesus, Himself, said in John 
13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this 
all people will know that you are my disciples.”  
 
In 1965 a song was written, sung first by Jackie DeShannon, What the 
World Needs Now is Love, Sweet Love.  In 1979, two school teachers 
wrote a song, and Johnny Lee discovered it while in a motel, and it went to 
number one in our society because of the popularity of a movie called 
Urban Cowboy. The lines in that song said, “Looking for love in too many 
faces, in all the wrong places.”  What the world needs is Agapao love. 
What the world is looking for is Agapao love, and like a good neighbor, 
Christians are there.   


