
To the Romans: 

Called and Loved (Part 2) 

“The Right Road” 

Romans 1:7 

March 4th, 2008  

 

 

Have you ever observed the relationship between a husband and a wife 

and made this statement: “I wonder what he sees in her?” It is just not 

obvious why he is attracted to her. But sometimes when you see a couple 

in their specialness, it is obvious what they see in each other. We think 

they are a match, or a pair, or they seem to be made for each other. We 

believe in order to love someone, they must be worthy of that love. So 

when we wonder what a husband sees in a wife, we believe there must be 

a reason. We really believe there is a reason that lies within the other 

person in order for them to be the object of that affection. 

What about your relationship with God? When you examine your 

relationship with God, do you ever ask “I wonder what He sees in me?” 

Have you ever thought back to the point of your salvation and said, “I 

wonder what He saw in me?” When we ask that question, we are really 

asking, “Why does He love me?” Sometimes it is obvious and sometimes it 

is not. We see from Scripture that when it comes to salvation and our 

relationship with God, the reason He loves you does not lie in you, it lies 

within Him. Until you understand that, life will be a yo-yo for you. You are 

going to be up, and you are going to be down. You are going to say, “He 

loves me, He loves me not.” You will live a life based on works. You will 



live life believing that when you are doing good He loves you, but when 

you do wrong He doesn’t love you anymore. That isn’t true. It’s going to be 

hard for some of us to comprehend because some of us came out of a 

works based church or family. We have been taught to believe that the 

reason God loves us lies within us. There was something we did to tip the 

scales in our favor and cause God to love us, and that is not true.  

Scripture 

“To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you 

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Loved/Beloved 

In the King James Version of the Bible, it says “beloved of God.” This 

phrase is speaking about a specialness in the relationship you have with 

God. The New Testament scholar, Douglas Moo, reminds us that these two 

words, “loved” and “called ” are being used by Paul to remind the readers 

that who they are is the result of God’s love and His call. In the last 

chapter we learned that “called to be saints” in this passage is not referring 

to the general call of the gospel that goes out to everyone who hears and 

has the opportunity to respond to the gospel, but an effectual call. It is a 

call that determines, causes, or brings about the response that God desires 

in the one He is calling. “Loved” is the second adjective in this passage that 

describes who we are. We are not only called saints because of God’s 

initiative, but we are beloved.  

We find this word used in the Song of Solomon. When Mrs. Solomon is 

talking about him in chapter 6 verse 3, she makes the statement: 

 “I am my beloveds and my beloved is mine.”  

Now Mrs. Solomon, the Shulammite, is not saying the love she has for her 

husband is ordinary, but it is a special, covenant love. As a matter of fact, I 

think she is speaking about the special, covenant love they have in 

marriage. Because of that specialness, she can make that statement. 



For example, I could say in general that men love women, I mean when 

we get a certain age. When we are little boys, we do not like girls. But 

there comes a certain age that every little boy grows into manhood, and all 

of a sudden, men love women. I think you would appropriately understand 

if I said, as pastor of HBC, that I love all of the women who attend HBC. 

You know that I am speaking of a general love that a man has for a 

woman. But I do not believe there is a lady in here who would hear me say 

this and believe that I love you the way I love my wife Celisa. You can tell 

Celisa is my beloved, and I am hers! There is a specialness in our 

relationship, and the love I have for her is different than the love I have for 

women in general.  

In Matthew 3:17 when Jesus was being baptized, the heavens opened and 

the Spirit descended like a dove and fell upon Jesus and a voice came from 

heaven and God said: 

 “…This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”  

Would that not be awesome? I mean you are Jesus, you are the Messiah 

and have just been baptized, and you are dripping wet. And all of a 

sudden, after the Holy Spirit falls on you, you audibly hear the voice of God 

saying this is my Son; not my ordinary Son, but my beloved Son!  

In Mark 9:7 Jesus is with His inner three on the mountain, and two 

heavenly messengers appear. Now Peter, being the first Baptist, wanted to 

enter into a building program! All of a sudden, this cloud covers the 

mountain and a voice speaks out of the cloud: 

 “…This is my beloved Son; listen to Him.” 

 God the Father is not referring to a general love for Jesus. He is not 

talking about the same kind of love that He had for Pilate or Herod. Nor is 

He speaking of the same kind of love in John 3:16: 

 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 

whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 



There is a specialness in the relationship that God has with His Son Jesus. 

There is a uniqueness in that relationship.  

In John 17:24, Jesus said: 

“Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given Me, may be with Me 

where I am, to see my glory that You have given Me because You loved 

Me before the foundation of the world.” 

If you picture God’s love for Jesus as the only begotten Son, and can come 

to grips with this covenant relationship that God has with the Son whom 

He has pronounced beloved, then comprehend that it is the same 

description He has for you as a believer in Christ…wow! We are beloved 

sons! Some will doubt because it is hard to believe that God loves you with 

the same love or specialness that He loves Jesus. In John 17:23, Jesus is 

praying: 

 “I in them and You in Me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the 

world may know that You sent Me and loved them even as You loved Me.”  

This is not saying that God loves the world the same way He loves us. It is 

saying that God loves us, as believers, with the same love that He has for 

His Son Jesus. One of the descriptive terms that describe you as a believer 

is that you are “beloved ” of God. 

 God Chooses Us 

This word “beloved ”, when applied to believers, speaks of God’s choice of 

us. The Word of God teaches that you are not the “beloved ” because 

there was something in you that caused God to love you. Neither was 

there something that God saw you were going to do in time that caused 

Him to love you. But God love for you lies within Him. You are the recipient 

of it, but you are not the basis for it. “Beloved ” speaks of God’s choice of 

you.   

In Romans 1:7, this word “beloved ” is an adjective. Adjectives modify 

nouns and are descriptive words. We are going to examine three other 



places in the New Testament where Paul talks about us being “the beloved 

of God.” Though they are translated similarly, they are actually not 

adjectives, they are participles. Participles are verbal adjectives and can be 

used in other ways in English. Though they look like verbs, their primary 

purpose is to be a verbal adjective. They function similarly in Paul’s 

thought. The first one is Colossians 3:12, which says: 

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness and patience.”  

He is writing to “God’s chosen ones.” In the Greek, it literally says chosen 

of God. Scripture tells us that Jesus is the chosen One of God in Luke 23, 

and 35. Those at the cross tell Jesus that if He is the Messiah, if He is the 

chosen One of God, then come down and they will believe Him. I find it 

amazing that the same terms that God uses to describe Jesus are the same 

terms He uses to describe us. That is unreal! Jesus is the beloved Son, and 

we are the beloved sons. Jesus is the chosen One, but He is not the only 

chosen one. The Bible describes us “as God’s chosen ones.”  

Then, He uses the word “holy ” to describe us. The word “holy ” is where 

we get the word saint. Then, He uses the word “beloved.” It is not an 

adjective in this verse. It is a perfect passive participle. The perfect tense 

refers to the state that is brought about as a result of the finished action of 

the verb. This means when Paul calls us the “beloved ”, he is talking about 

the state we are in. We are not in that state because of something we 

have done ourselves; that would be an active voice. It is a passive voice, 

meaning we have been acted upon. We are who we are because of the 

work of another. The “another” is God. The “work” is that He loved us. And 

because He has loved us, He chose us. God did not choose us because we 

did something or because of the life we live; that is not biblical. The basis 

for you being chosen is because God loved you and made you holy.  

 

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 says: 



“For we know, brothers loved by God, that He has chosen you, because 

our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy 

Spirit and with full conviction.” 

“Beloved ” and “loved ” are both perfect passive participles. This means 

they are the same word, or have the same meaning. This passage is saying 

that God chose the brothers He loved.  

How do you know that God has chosen you? You know that God has 

chosen you because the gospel came to you in word, power, the Holy 

Spirit, and with full conviction. This is how you know that God has chosen 

you and that God loves you! Our gospel did not come to you in word only. 

In other words, you did not just hear a preacher preach a sermon. When 

you just hear a preacher, you can get kind of bored and might think about 

what you are going to do in the afternoon. You wish it would just get over; 

it just does not make any sense. Paul said, “but also ”, which means you 

not only have to sit under the preaching to get the information the gospel 

gives you, but then something else has to happen. There has to be power, 

there has to be the Holy Spirit, and there has to be full conviction. Which 

means, if you are sitting under the preaching of the gospel and nothing is 

happening, you had better fall on your face and fear the God of heaven! 

But, if through the preaching of the gospel you feel the anointing of God’s 

Holy Spirit and you are being convicted of being a sinner, or if there was a 

time when you turned from a life of sin and you put your faith and trust in 

Jesus Christ, then that shows that God has chosen you! Without that, you 

will not come to Christ! We have to quit letting people believe they can just 

get saved whenever they want to be saved. They cannot! Salvation is not 

an act of man; it is a sovereign act of our God. When the Bible says we are 

“beloved ”, it means that God has set His love on us! Do not listen to those 

people who make fun of this doctrine and say it is fate, or God is an 

arbitrary God. That is not true. God’s election of you to salvation rests in a 

God who first loved you.  

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 says: 



 “But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by 

the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved,  through 

sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. To this he called you 

through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

They give thanks because God chose them to be saved. I know this bursts 

our humanistic bubbles. God’s choice to save you was not something He 

saw in you. His choice to save you lies within Him.  

God has always dealt with His people the same way. In the Old Testament, 

Moses is telling Israel why they are who they are in Deuteronomy 7:6: 

 "For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has 

chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the 

peoples who are on the face of the earth.”  

I have heard people say that the word “choice” does not mean to make a 

selection out from among others. But this says when God chose Israel that 

He chose them from out of all the nations of the earth. Verse 7 says: 

“It was not because you were more in number than any other people that 

the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all 

peoples.”  

He applied and set His love on a people, and then chose them to be His 

people. It was not based on their numbers. Verse 8 says: 

 “…but it is because the LORD loves you…”  

I have a commentary that says, “How odd of God to choose the Jews.” If 

you think about it from a humanistic view, God made a mistake. As a 

matter of fact, I believe that is why world evangelism is failing. God made 

the wrong choice. Instead of choosing the Jew, He should have chosen the 

Egyptian. Man, they had it together! Pharaoh sat on the throne and ruled 

the world with one edict. The whole world would have known who God 

was and would have had to bow down before Him. But God did not choose 



the Egyptians, He chose the slaves in Egypt. Is that not just like God? The 

first chapter of 1 Corinthians tells us that He chooses the weak and the 

foolish. He does not do it the way the world would. The Bible says that God 

chose Israel because He loved them. You see, when you take salvation 

back to its source, you have to leave it there. God did what He did for one 

reason and one reason only; because He loves you.  

In Amos 3:2, God is judging all of the nations around Israel, and then He 

starts to judge Israel. They question why He is judging them since they are 

His people, but He says:  

“You only have I known of all the families of the earth. Therefore I will 

punish you for all your iniquities.”  

The word “known” here does not mean that He looked into time and saw 

something, or had knowledge about something in them. We know that God 

has knowledge of all of the families of the earth. Know is used as it was in 

Genesis when it says that Adam “knew ” his wife and she conceived. It 

means an intimate relationship. God was saying that at the time, Israel was 

the only family He had known. They were the only family that He had set 

His covenant love upon. He did this because of His love, and it is the same 

with us. You are beloved, and that speaks of God’s choice of you. 

 God Redeems Us 

I think “beloved ” also speaks of God’s redemption of us. Paul wrote in 

Ephesians 2:4-7: 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love of which He loved 

us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved and raised up with Him, and 

seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus so that in the 

coming ages He might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”  



In the three previous verses, Paul reminded them of when they used to be 

dead in sin. They followed the lust of their heart, and the lust of their 

mind, and they went after the passions of the flesh. Basically, they were 

not following God. They were following the prince of the power of the air, 

and they were children of wrath and disobedience. He paints a picture of 

them as dead in sin.  

Now, here is where the Church disagrees. You can go other places and 

hear the book of Romans taught in an opposing manner, but I can only 

teach the Word of God the way God has opened my eyes to see it. As a 

pastor I am not infallible, but here is the description I get of a guy before 

he knows Christ; he is dead in sin. He is dead. Now, in the Bible, dead 

primarily means to be separated. So, it is telling us that he is spiritually 

separated from God, just as a person who is physically dead is separated 

from his physical surroundings. A dead man is not going to react to us 

because he is dead, He has no life. Now, a person that is gasping for 

breath is not dead. We try to resuscitate them if we can, but we do not 

pronounce them dead. So, when the Bible says man is dead in sin, it 

means he is dead. He is spiritually separated from God, which means he 

has no power to make himself alive because he is dead.  

Most evangelists picture a drowning man, and they are trying to rescue 

him before he dies. Man without Christ is out there dogpaddling just trying 

to stay alive until someone gets the gospel to him. Before his head goes 

under, if he will just reach out and grab it, he will be rescued. That is not 

the picture the Bible paints. I do not believe Jesus came just to give man a 

helping hand. He did not just come along beside us to do what we could 

not do; He had to do it all! There is nothing we can do, we are dead! If this 

passage is right, then man needs a resurrection. He needs someone to 

breathe life back into him, spiritually. There is only one Being who can do 

that, and that is God.  

Now, before verse 4 there is no hope! But verses 4 and 5 say that God, 

who is rich in mercy, saw man dead in sin and made us alive! God is not a 



miser and He is not greedy; He is a God whose mercy overflows! God is so 

rich in mercy because of “His great love in which He loved us”. The basis 

for God’s mercy is His love. It is not just a general love, but a specific love, 

even while we were dead in our trespasses. This is unbelievable! Because 

of His great love, He “made us alive together with Christ.” 

Then he said, “…by grace you have been saved.” What changed you from 

being dead in sin to being made alive with Christ is God, who is rich in 

mercy. That mercy is because of His great love in which He loved you and 

extended grace to you. Remember, grace is not just God’s unmerited favor, 

it is more than that. It is God’s enabling power. God did for you what you 

could not do for yourself, so that you can now do what He did! He enabled 

you. He brought you alive. He supernaturally breathed spiritual life into 

you, and this is because He loved you. In other words, the fact that you 

have been made alive is a supernatural act of God. It is motivated by His 

love for you. He did not just make you alive; He raised us up together with 

Him!  

If you believe that Jesus is no longer in a Palestinian tomb, then why are 

some of you living the kind of life you are living? My God did not just make 

you alive and leave you where you were. When my God made you alive 

with Christ, He raised you up out of where you were! You were dead in sin 

and you lived a life according to the flesh. You are not dead anymore, you 

are spiritually alive. You have been raised up out of the tomb of sin. The 

power of sin has been broken in your life and it did not stop there. He 

seated you with Christ in the heavenlies! So, because of His love, He has 

redeemed me, He has made me alive, He has raised me up, and He has 

seated me with Christ. When I die, the rest of me will just catch up to 

where the spiritual part of me already is. The spiritual part of me is seated 

with Christ at the right hand of God. I am already where I am always going 

to be, and that is with God!  

When we say that “by grace you have been saved through faith”, get it out 

of your head that you have been saved from hell! What you have been 



saved from is a life of deadness. You have been saved from a life of 

spiritual separation from God.  

By the grace of God, because of the love of God, and because He set His 

covenant love upon you, He made you who you had never been so that 

you could now live a life that He will live through you, so that one day you 

will bring honor and glory to His grace forever and ever! Wow! Did you get 

that? It is not just a general love from God, but a particular love that God 

set upon you because He loved you just like He loved His Son Jesus. You 

are “beloved ”, and that is why He chose you and redeemed you.  

 God Sustains Us 

I think “beloved ” also speaks of God’s sustaining of us. We need to see 

this. This will change some of your lives. It will get you off of the yo-yo 

with God. It will get you off of that emotional rollercoaster that some of 

you are living on. God’s love chooses me, redeems me, and it is God’s love 

that sustains me. Romans 8:31 says: 

“If God be for us, who can be against us?”  

This is not saying there will not be anyone against you because there are a 

lot of people against us. Satan is against us. The question is, if the God of 

the universe is for you, does it matter who is against you? This is teaching 

that He is freely giving all things to His chosen, His elect. Paul will say later 

that if God pronounces you right with Him, and you know Jesus has died 

for you, then understand that absolutely nothing can ever separate you 

from the love of God.  

I need to make this plain. You are going to have to come to a point to 

either believe this is grace, or it is not, and you need to live like it. The 

Christian life does not start by grace, and then afterwards you are on your 

own. Your salvation, from beginning to end, is all grace. It is not you doing 

something for God; it is God doing something for you, beginning to end. I 

have been laboring to tell you that God does not love you because of 

something He saw you were going to do, or because of something that lies 



within you. God loves you because of Himself. Therefore, if you did not do 

something to deserve or to earn the love of God, then there is no way you 

can ever do something to cause you to fall out of the love of God. If the 

love of God is not based on you but based on Him, then once He sets His 

covenant love upon you, His love will sustain you until the end of your life. 

This is why Paul can say “nothing will ever separate us from the love of 

God.” In other words, once you come to true belief in Jesus Christ, where 

the old man dies and you are raised with Christ to become a new person 

with a new nature to do right, then you are eternally secure in the hand of 

God. This is because your salvation is not based on what you do, it is 

based totally on what God has done! It gets you off of this rollercoaster of 

“He loves me, He loves me not.” Your relationship with God does not have 

a thing to do with what you are doing or not doing. It has everything to do 

with what God has done for you!  

Romans 8:29-30 tells us that He foreknew us, He predestined us, He called 

us, He justified us, and He glorified us. This goes from eternity past to 

eternity future. God actively, in our past, in our present, and in our future 

has for-known us, for-loved us, and set His covenant love upon us before 

the foundation of the world. He predestined us to be like Jesus Christ, 

called us, justified us, made us right with Him, and has already pronounced 

us glorified. Do not play with the tenses of this verb. God can, being God, 

look at something that is going to happen in the future and know its 

certainty is so real that He can already pronounce it as done! This means 

that in the mind of God, I have already been glorified. Now, if I have 

already been glorified in the mind of God and God pronounces it so, then 

can anything separate me from the love of God? Do you see how important 

the love of God is? It is an amazing thing that God would love someone 

like me, and choose me to be His. He redeemed me from a life of 

deadness, and then will sustain me through this life, so that one day I will 

bring honor and glory to Him. Wow…what a God!  

 



 


