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My trip to Brazil this year was different than any of the other trips I 

have ever been on. Normally, when I arrive in Manaus we board a boat 

and head downriver to our destination. If we had boarded one this year, 

it would have taken us 30 hours to get to Parintins on the Amazon 

River. This year we boarded a plane in Manaus and flew to Parintins. It 

took 45 minutes...wow.  Instead of being on the Amazon River, I was 

over the Amazon River. It was amazing. I had never seen the Amazon 

River from that view; 22,000 feet above on a cloudless day. I saw it 

from a perspective that I had never seen before. Have you ever heard 

the expression, “You can’t see the forest for the trees?” I had never 

seen the jungle of the Amazon River for the trees. For the first time, I 

understood the immensity of the Amazon jungle in correlation with the 

Amazon River and the percentage of water it conveys. It is absolutely 

amazing.  

Spiritually, we are going to board a plane and fly over Romans chapter 

9, not to get where we are going quicker, but to give you a different 

perspective of the work of God. For the past several lessons, we crawled 

through Romans one word at a time. I don’t feel that it will be most 

effective to continue at that snail’s pace. In some passages, I think that 



sometimes we can get confronted by a tree in front of us and we just 

cannot get our mind around it. Maybe that one tree (that one obstacle) 

will cause us to lose sight of the bigger picture. It is actually possible to 

be in the Amazon jungle on the Amazon River and lose sight of the 

immensity and magnitude of that region of Brazil. Please don’t think I 

am trying to hurry through, but I want us to see a perspective from over 

it instead of in it. The title of this message conveys the truth of Romans 

9:1-29: The Free Will of God. It is time for Christians to quit debating 

whether or not man has a free will and recognize that the only one who 

truly has a free will is God almighty.  

Scripture 

“I am speaking the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my 

conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit-- that I have 

great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could 

wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the 

sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.” (V 1-

3)  

You need to take note of that. Just as soon as we left Manaus I looked 

out the window of the plane and saw the famous meeting of the waters. 

I have actually been on the Amazon River eight or nine times by boat at 

the point where the Negro and the Solimões River joined. They actually 

start the Amazon River. They are two different bodies of water, one 

brown in color, and one black, with different densities. When they 

merge together to form the Amazon River, they wrestle with each other 

for miles, still clearly two different colors. But all of a sudden, downriver, 

they begin to cooperate and merge together into the mighty Amazon 

River. It is an unbelievable sight to see from the air.  

Paul begins Romans 9 by saying that if he could he would be separated 

from Christ and be accursed for the sake of his Jewish brothers. They 

were not his brothers, spiritually, because they don’t know Christ; they 

were his physical brothers. Do you hear this tone that we begin Romans 



9 with? The man who has written the first 8 chapters now clearly 

testifies that his heart breaks for his Jewish brothers who do not know 

Christ. He recognizes that if he could, he would be separated from 

Christ for them. I want to lay the ground right off the bat. Paul has been 

talking about salvation in Christ. Understandably, some teachers want to 

believe that Paul isn’t talking about salvation. They believe he is talking 

about God calling Israel for service. But if Paul were dealing with a 

calling from God to service and that is all he is talking about, do you 

believe Paul would be willing to cancel out his salvation and spend 

eternity in a devil’s hell? I don’t think so. Paul isn’t dealing with Israel 

failing God by not serving. He is wrestling with what was breaking his 

heart, and that was Israel’s rejection of Jesus as the Messiah. You must 

see this right in the beginning for the rest of the chapter to make sense. 

If you don’t catch the spirit and heart of Paul in verse 3, you can easily 

go in the wrong direction. 

“They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the 

glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and 

the promises.  To them belong the patriarchs, and from their 

race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, 

blessed forever. Amen.  But it is not as though the word of God 

has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to 

Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his 

offspring, but "Through Isaac shall your offspring be named."  

This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the 

children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as 

offspring.  For this is what the promise said: "About this time 

next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son."  And not 

only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one 

man, our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and 

had done nothing either good or bad--in order that God's 

purpose of election might continue, not because of works but 

because of him who calls-- she was told, "The older will serve 



the younger."  As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I 

hated."  (V 4-13) 

This is an alarming statement. This causes everything within us as a 

human being to question the character, nature, and heart of God. Can 

we just be honest? If you aren’t human enough to admit that, 

something is wrong with you. Everything within your unredeemed flesh 

swells up at this statement. Paul anticipates that with the next question: 

“What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By 

no means!  For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I 

have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 

compassion."  So then it depends not on human will or 

exertion, but on God, who has mercy. For the Scripture says to 

Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I 

might show my power in you, and that my name might be 

proclaimed in all the earth."  So then he has mercy on 

whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.” (V 14-

18) 

Do you see where the title of the message comes from: The Free Will of 

God? Man, doesn’t something inside you shutter? Paul knew that, so he 

asks another question. If he hadn’t asked these questions, your mind 

would slip off and you would never come back to the truth. So he 

breaks into our thinking process and asks the question that he knows 

we are asking. He knows he cannot go on until he answers the 

question: 

“You will say to me then, "Why does he still find fault? For who 

can resist his will?" But who are you, O man, to answer back to 

God? Will what is molded say to its molder, "Why have you 

made me like this?" Has the potter no right over the clay, to 

make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and 

another for dishonorable use? What if God, desiring to show his 

wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much 



patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to 

make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which 

he has prepared beforehand for glory-- even us whom he has 

called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? As 

indeed he says in Hosea, "Those who were not my people I will 

call 'my people,' and her who was not beloved I will call 

'beloved.'" "And in the very place where it was said to them, 

'You are not my people,' there they will be called 'sons of the 

living God.'"  And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: "Though 

the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only 

a remnant of them will be saved, for the Lord will carry out his 

sentence upon the earth fully and without delay." And as Isaiah 

predicted, "If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, we 

would have been like Sodom and become like Gomorrah." (V 

19-29) 

It is with the uttermost sincerity and humility that I teach Romans 

chapter 9. Again, we aren’t flying over this to get to verse 30. We are 

flying over it so that you see it from a different perspective. In order to 

see the trees of the forest, sometimes it’s good just to see the forest so 

that any one tree doesn’t cause you to keep from seeing what you are 

in; you are in a jungle.  

The Heart of Paul 

In Romans 9, Paul begins to discuss the salvation of Israel, and the lack 

of salvation among Jewish people. Some Bible teachers question why 

Paul goes from chapter 8 to chapter 9 and some pull chapters 9, 10, 

and 11 out of the book of Romans and say that we should go from 8:31 

straight to chapter 12. They believe it is not dealing with us as the 

Church; it is dealing only with the nation of Israel. That is just not true. 

There is something going on here. Paul has been teaching us that we 

are secure in Christ because we are God’s covenant people. He has 

promised us that one day we will come to full glorification and we will 



be just like Jesus Christ. We don’t have to worry because our life is 

going according to a blueprint of God. All things are being worked by 

God to ultimately make us into the image of Jesus Christ. Our hope is 

not in us, it is in God. God is faithful, or is He faithful? If He isn’t, we are 

in trouble.  

Now, if the Church is God’s covenant people, we have to recognize as 

we study the Bible that we are not God’s first covenant people. His first 

covenant people is the nation called Israel. At the time Jesus walked on 

the earth and Paul taught the Church at Rome, there wasn’t very many 

Jewish people being saved. So if the question was raised in Romans 3 

and now it is being raised again in Romans 9, what is the problem? If 

the Jewish people of the Old Testament were God’s chosen people and 

they aren’t being saved; then if we are God’s chosen people, can we 

really trust that we are going to be saved? If God wasn’t faithful to His 

first chosen people and didn’t bring them to salvation, then how can we 

trust that He will bring us to salvation? What is being discussed in 

chapter 9 is not only the salvation of Israel, but the salvation of Israel 

as it relates to the salvation of the Church and our security. What is 

really at the heart of the matter is the integrity, and the heart, and the 

righteousness, and the faithfulness of God. You have to see this context. 

It is such an important part of Paul’s life that he said he was in anguish 

and in turmoil when he saw his Jewish brothers and sisters not coming 

to the knowledge of the Messiah. He said they had every advantage; 

they had the glory, the Law, the covenants, the patriarchs, and from 

their physical race came the Messiah who is God! They had every 

advantage known to man to know who Jesus was, but they weren’t 

coming to Christ. He said that he would be willing to trade places with 

them and be accursed and separated from Christ! This is not a hollow 

statement; it is the heart of Paul.  

In verse 6, he comes out of that emotional thought process and quickly 

says this: “But it is not as though the word of God has failed.”  This first 

thing he tells us is that it isn’t God’s fault that Israel isn’t being saved. 



Right off the bat, Paul says that you cannot lay the damnation of man at 

the foot of God. You have to hang onto that.  

    God’s Election 

Then he tells us something that is just hard for us to understand. He 

said that not all Israel is Israel. In other words, not every person that 

was born physically to Jacob is really God’s covenant child. Then he 

backs it up to father Abraham and said that not all of the offspring of 

Abraham are children of God. That is a reference to Isaac and Ishmael. 

Ishmael was not God’s chosen child. He was not the child of promise; 

he was the child of the flesh. Ishmael’s birth was not orchestrated by 

God; it was orchestrated by Sarah and Abraham. God had made a 

promise and they failed to see the significance of the promise. After 

Ishmael was born, God steps into their life and tells them that he was 

not the one. He told them they would have a son, though they didn’t 

think they could. But Romans 4:16-22 said that God can call into 

existence those things that do not exist. This is why Abraham believed 

God in spite of him being 99 years of age. He believed he could have a 

son if God said that he would. He used the word ‘call.’ God ‘called’ Isaac 

into being. His birth was miraculous; it was not of man. It was of God, 

and he was the chosen one. From a human perspective, I know some of 

us can understand why God chose Isaac and not Ishmael. You can 

understand why God would choose one and not the other since one was 

His plan, and the other was Abraham’s and Sarah’s. But Paul gives a 

second example of Isaac marrying Rebecca. They had two children who 

were in the womb at the same time. Listen to what the Bible says, 

“…though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or 

bad--in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not 

because of works but because of him who calls-- she was told, "The 

older will serve the younger."  As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I 

hated."  Some versions say despised, or rejected. Whoa…no human 

logic can figure this one out. In the first example, both boys had the 

right daddy, but one of them had the wrong momma, so we can 



understand why God chose Isaac. That is our human thinking. The 

second illustration tells us that if we think that way, we are thinking 

wrong. God made a choice of Jacob before he was ever born. He made 

a determination about Esau before he was ever born. But please hear 

me; I know this isn’t popular and goes against the grain of everything 

humanly we want to believe, but I beg you to stay in the Word and see 

what the Word of God says. Humanly speaking, I could say that it would 

be ok for God to make a determination before those boys were born 

because He has the ability to see all things at one time. He probably 

looked into time and saw what those boys were going to do. I can live 

with that, but the context won’t allow that. It doesn’t say He made a 

determination before they were born. He goes on to tell us that it wasn’t 

according to any good or bad they had done. Isn’t that telling us that 

God didn’t look into time and see what these boys were or were not 

going to do? That’s exactly what it means. The reason is so that God’s 

purpose of election might continue, not of works, not in anything based 

in us, but of Him who calls. Romans 8:28-30 says that those who are 

called according to His purpose are the ones who have the promise that 

all things work together for good. Those who are justified are those who 

He calls. The ones He calls are the ones He predestined. The ones He 

predestined are the ones He foreknew. Foreknowledge alone tells you 

that it cannot be God looking into time and seeing what people were 

going to do and then made a decision based on that. God made a 

decision based on Him.  

 Is God Just? 

Verse 14 says, “What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's 

part?”  I am quoting the Word of God…do you understand this question? 

If you understand it, then the human part of you is thinking that this 

just doesn’t sound right. Is there unrighteousness with our God? Is He 

unjust? Did He treat Esau unfairly? Did He treat Ismael wrong? Has God 

sinned in making a determination before someone is born? That is the 

thought here.  



I believe my interpretation is correct, but I say it humbly. Because if 

Paul is only dealing with service and God calling one nation to go tell 

another nation about Jesus, would any of you question or claim that 

God is unrighteous? If God called me to preach the gospel so that all of 

you could be saved, would you question if God is unrighteous, or would 

you praise God because He called me to preach the gospel to you? But 

that isn’t what Paul says here. He doesn’t ask if we should praise God 

for this, he said I know what you are thinking. You are thinking God is 

not righteous. You think it isn’t fair, it isn’t right.  

Again, this question only makes sense if Paul is dealing with salvation, 

not service. I have read or listened to every other interpretation there is 

out there, and they are all basically trying to show that God is not 

unrighteous. Paul clearly believed when he wrote this that you would 

think that God is unrighteous, but he is going to say that you are 

thinking the wrong way.  

Please be careful when you hear interpretations that take the free will of 

God out of this passage. Man wants a free will, and wants God to react 

to the free will of man instead of understanding it isn’t man who has a 

free will because of sin. It is God who has a free will because He is holy, 

holy, holy. Be careful when you turn this passage upside-down. Other 

interpretations say this isn’t referring to individuals, it is referring to 

nations. If this is referring to nations, it makes it worse. Making this 

nations doesn’t make it easier, it makes it worse.  

Now, Paul said God forbid; God isn’t unjust, He is not unrighteous. Then 

he tells you why; it is because God is God. Based on God being God, He 

can do whatever He wants to do with sinful man. I am going to ask you 

to lovingly and humbly accept that statement as truth based on the 

written revelation of God. God is not obligated towards sinners at all. 

God is free to do with sinful man and individual sinners whatever He 

chooses to do. Whatever He chooses to do is right and just, and it 

would never be wrong because God owes sinful man nothing.  



 Dependent on God’s Mercy  

In verse 16, he lets us know that our salvation doesn’t depend on 

human will or human exertion, but on God who shows mercy. I have 

read so many commentaries in the last year that quote this verse 

showing that salvation is of God. Then they say this whole passage in 

Romans 9 is about service. They say Romans 9:16 is about salvation, 

but everything else is talking about service. How can that be? It can’t. If 

that verse is talking about salvation, then the whole passage is talking 

about salvation. It is telling us that salvation is not according to human 

will or human works. Historically in the Baptist church, we line up with 

this. We will agree that salvation is not of works. We have fought, 

argued, debated, and alienated people over salvation by grace through 

faith and not of works. So many of us thought that salvation is not of 

works, but it is of human will, and will is not a work. But Paul first said 

that it depends not on human will. You didn’t will yourself to be saved. 

The Scripture clearly teaches in chapter 8 that no one wills, desires, or 

seeks to come to God.  

Then Paul used Moses and Pharaoh as an example. Now, we can 

understand how Jacob and Esau could represent nations because they 

did grow into mighty nations. But Moses didn’t, and neither did Pharaoh. 

They were leaders; they were individual people. This isn’t talking about 

nations. Both examples are talking about individuals. Did God’s choice of 

one directly affect the rest of their nations? Absolutely! Neither Moses 

nor Pharaoh deserved mercy, but God was merciful to Moses, and He 

hardened Pharaoh’s heart. When God hardened Pharaoh’s heart he was 

already a sinner, please keep that in mind.  

God didn’t create anyone a sinner; man became a sinner by nature and 

by choice. Adam’s sin was imputed to us because in a real way, we were 

there in Adam. You were constituted a sinner because of Adam’s sin, 

but you liked being a sinner. You were not only a sinner by nature; you 

were a sinner by choice. You loved putting yourself first.  



When God was merciful to Moses, Moses wasn’t righteous. Moses 

deserved separation from God too. But God was merciful to Moses, and 

He wasn’t merciful to Pharaoh. He hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that he 

would carry out everything he wanted to do. Without realizing it, he was 

carrying out the purposes of God. God set him on the throne for that 

very purpose. This goes back to the premise that God has the right to 

do with sinners what He wants. But God doesn’t determine man being a 

sinner; man brought that upon himself.  

Why Does God Find Fault? 

The next question Paul asked was why then does God find fault? Hasn’t 

that crossed your mind? If God ordained that Moses would get mercy 

but Pharaoh would get a hard heart, then why does He find fault with 

Pharaoh? God was leaving Pharaoh in sin to accomplish His purpose, 

and by leaving him in sin, Pharaoh would be glorifying God. It sounds 

like Pharaoh did what God wanted him to do, so why find fault with 

him? Paul then asked, “For who can resist His will.” Isn’t Paul teaching 

that you cannot resist God’s will? Then why do people get bent out of 

shape with the teaching of irresistible grace and effectual call? Was God 

making Pharaoh do anything he didn’t want to do? Absolutely not, he 

enjoyed every bit of what he was doing. God didn’t make him do 

something he didn’t want to do. God just guaranteed that Pharaoh 

would do what he wanted to do!  

The Potter and the Clay 

When God was merciful to Moses, did He make him do anything he 

didn’t want to do? Of course not! But the whole premise is that the will 

of God cannot be resisted. But if God’s will cannot be resisted, then how 

can you find fault in sinful man? I am ready for a great theological, 

logical explanation. But Paul just doesn’t give me what I want. Instead, 

he said who are you to answer back to God? He used an example of a 

potter and clay. Does the clay ever tell the potter that it doesn’t like how 

it’s made? How dare man in the year 2010, question the righteous and 



the integrity of God! How dare we teach salvation in a way that we 

elevate man and dethrone God so that we can appease our humanistic 

way of thinking! Paul doesn’t try to answer divine and human side of 

salvation; he just says that God is God. He has the right to mold out of 

the same lump of clay, one for honored and one for dishonored use.  

This is crucial; this doesn’t mean that before the foundation of the world 

God decided to create one man saved and another man lost. He 

absolutely did not do that. I implore you not to listen to anyone who 

tells you that. You cannot take Scripture anywhere in context and lay 

man being a sinner at the foot of God. Man is a sinner because he 

disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden. God gave man a choice and man 

did what he wanted to do. He said that he would rather live without 

God. When God began to fashion into honorable or dishonorable use, 

that lump he worked with is sinful humanity. This was not humanity, but 

sinful humanity. Man had a free will in the Garden, and he listened to 

the serpent and tried to elevate himself to the throne of God. It brought 

a great consequence—death. All of humanity entered into sin and 

separation from God under that curse. At that moment, God had a 

choice. He could send every man to hell if He chose. I have been asked 

many times that if salvation is of God and He made the choice, then 

why didn’t He chose all. I always tell them that isn’t what bothers me, 

what bothers me is that I am amazed as to why God chose anyone to 

be saved.  

God of Wrath 

In verses 22-24, Paul said, “What if God, desiring to show his wrath and 

to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of 

wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of his 

glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory-- 

even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the 

Gentiles?”  Why does God allow some men to die and go to hell? It is 

because He is not only a God of love, grace, and mercy; He is also a 



God of wrath. So that you would understand your salvation, instead of 

immediately casting into hell all of those who weren’t going to be saved, 

God was patient. He endured sinful man and everything he did. None of 

those people deserved one minute on earth, not a one deserved rain on 

their crops, or the blessing of the standard of living; they deserved 

immediate separation from God. The reason He put up with sinful man 

was because He wanted you, a vessel of mercy, to see the riches of 

your salvation.  

Vessels of Wrath or Mercy 

These verses prove that the Bible doesn’t teach double predestination, 

but some misinterpret it and say that it does. It absolutely does not. 

Look at the phrase in verse 22, “vessels of wrath prepared for 

destruction.”  That is not teaching that God prepared them for 

destruction; it is in the middle voice. They prepared themselves for 

destruction. The middle voice is reflexive, you do it to yourself.  

The next verse says “…vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 

beforehand for glory--.”  This is not middle voice. The vessels of mercy 

were prepared beforehand. God is not responsible for the damnation of 

sinners; the sinner is. But God has the right to use a sinner who doesn’t 

believe in His Son anyway He wants to. He chose to use Pharaoh in a 

way that would ultimately bring honor and glory to God. You think God 

only uses saints, but God also uses sinners to accomplish His glory. God 

has that right.  

But this is teaching that God is putting up with sinners, and He is being 

patient toward them, for you. This is so you will see what He has done 

for you in giving you mercy and grace and calling you unto Himself. This 

isn’t just talking about the salvation of Jews only; it is talking about the 

salvation of Gentiles too. Paul is trying to say that every one of us who 

are saved were saved not according to our human will or works, but 

according to the God who called us.  



The Remnant 

Paul then quotes from Hosea a passage that deals with Israel in context, 

but he is telling us the plan to call a people for Himself, from a people 

who were not His, encompasses us as Gentiles. It has been God’s plan 

all along! He saved Gentiles just like He saved Jews. Then he gives a 

quote from Isaiah, “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the 

sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved...”   Then in verse 

29, he said, “And as Isaiah predicted, "If the Lord of hosts had not left 

us offspring, we would have been like Sodom and become like 

Gomorrah.”   Paul is saying that God never promised to save all of 

Israel. He only promised to save a remnant. It was never God’s plan to 

save all of Israel. But it has always been His guarantee to save the 

remnant of Israel. Because God saved the remnant, you can trust that 

He will save you. The remnant of Israel is the elect of God, and God has 

promised to save His elect. He has promised to save those He knew 

before the foundation of the world because He has predetermined they 

will be like Jesus. He will break into their life and effectually call them. 

When He calls, they will respond to the gospel. Once they respond and 

are justified, they have to promise that one day they will be glorified 

and will become just like Jesus Christ.  

I think when you fly over Romans 9; all you can do is be amazed that 

anyone is saved. You don’t take credit for your salvation, you give it to 

God. You may think that if God gets credit for your salvation, then He is 

to blame for man’s damnation. But when we start chapter 10, Paul will 

clearly say that the reason man is not saved is because man doesn’t 

believe. God’s election of some does not prohibit the rest from believing 

if they want to. If you want to be saved, then be saved. But somewhere 

down the road, God will show you that it wasn’t anything you did. You 

got saved because you were chosen before the foundation of the world. 

Salvation is God’s business, but He doesn’t save until people hear, and 

that is our business.  


