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Have you ever met someone that you had previously formed an opinion 

about them based on what someone else had told you? Your inclination is 

to keep them at a distance because of what you have heard about them. 

Have you ever been in that situation and later discovered that the person 

was not at all like what you had been told and they actually became part of 

your circle of friends? I have had that experience. I believe that some 

people have reputations that do not match who they really are. It would be 

terrible to have people saying bad things about you when in reality you 

were a nice person.  

I personally feel like many people have a wrong view of the doctrine of 

predestination. I have recently had some people ask me if I was nervous 

about the topics I will be discussing over the next few months. I can 

honestly say, “Not a bit.” I do believe, though, that the doctrine of 

predestination has a bad reputation because many have heard others say 

what they believe about this doctrine.  Perhaps you have been led to 

believe this doctrine is bad. As your pastor, I believe with all of my heart 

what I will teach here. The doctrine of biblical predestination has served as 

a soft pillow that I can lay my head down on of a night and sleep. In the 



daylight hours, this doctrine helps me many times to personally understand 

what is going on in my life and the life of my family and loved ones. I 

cannot imagine a world in which this doctrine is not clearly presented 

according to the lens of the Bible. I humbly submit that my interpretation is 

not the only interpretation of this teaching. You do not have to go very far 

in any book or radio broadcast to find an alternate view. But let me 

introduce you to a doctrine that I believe is biblical and beautiful. We are 

going to look at this doctrine, the second link in God’s unbreakable chain.  

Scripture 

“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And 

those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 

Foreknew  

Previously in Romans, verses 29 and 30 begin the why of the what for the 

who. In context, the what is “all things work together for good.” The who 

are “those who love God”, which are those who “have been called 

according to His purpose.” This is not two, but one group of people. The 

human side of salvation is: They love God, and the reason they love Him is 

because there is a divine side. The divine side of salvation is: They were 

called according to God’s purpose. As a Church, Paul wants us to know why 

all things work together for good in the life of a person who loves God, 

who has been called according to His purpose. There are five actions of 

God that form an unbreakable chain of events. Remember, this verse is 

dealing with the divine side of salvation. But the divine side of salvation 

never negates, minimizes, or trivializes the human side of salvation. The 

divine side of salvation guarantees that a believer in Jesus Christ is 

eternally secure. The first link is “He foreknew.” We presented the thought 

that “foreknew”, in this passage, means more than mere knowing ahead of 

time. It means to foreknow with affection and a resultant effect. It is an 

action of God that denotes God setting His covenant love upon some 



people before the foundation of the world. God, who is holy, holy, holy, 

made a choice to save sinners. His choice of those sinners is unconditional 

in nature, meaning the cause was nothing in them, but in Him. This first 

link is causal. Once God set His covenant love upon this group of people, 

there was an effect in those people’s lives. The effect is predestination, 

which is the second link in the chain. I want to be clear; I do not believe 

this chain of events can be broken. If it can, then all things do not work 

together for good for those who love God.  

Predestination  

Our English word, “predestined”, comes from the Greek word proorizo. It 

is a compound word: Pro, meaning “before”, and orizo, where we get our 

English word horizon, means “to mark out the boundaries, to set the 

limits.” So if you are setting the boundaries beforehand, then you are 

deciding to do something, or determining something beforehand. 

Therefore, the word, predestination, basically means “to decide or 

determine beforehand”, thus, predestine. In the context of Romans 8:29, I 

believe this is a fitting definition of biblical predestination.  

Biblical predestination is the act of God deciding, beforehand, the 

boundaries of those whom He foreknew.  

I have three points to share as we look at the second link in this 

unbreakable chain. According to the evangelical dictionary of the New 

Testament, this word only has six occurrences in the New Testament: Acts 

4:28, 1 Corinthians 2:7, Romans 8:29, Romans 8:30, Ephesians 1:5, and 

Ephesians 1:11. Five are used by Paul. In all six, God is either predestining 

events, or He is predestining people. In Romans 8:28-30, in context, I 

think it is clear that the objects of predestination are not events, but 

people. “Those whom”, “who are called”, “whom He foreknew He 

predestined” are people. The objects of biblical predestination are the 

people God foreknew before the foundation of the world. Ephesians 1:3-6 

speaks of the first thing that we should praise God for in the blessings of 

being in Christ. 



“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 

us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 

chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 

and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons 

through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of 

his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.” 

 Conformed to the Image of Christ 

The ones in this passage who are biblically predestined are the ones “He 

foreknew.” But there is a plan, or purpose that we “be conformed to the 

image of His Son.” The plan of God predestining every one He foreknew 

and set His covenant love upon was that they would one day be just like 

Jesus. That is consistent with Ephesians 1:5, which tells us that He 

predestined us as sons through Jesus Christ. Adoption means that He 

treats us as full blown adult sons. God’s plan was to take sinners and set 

His covenant love upon them, and predetermine that they would, in reality, 

one day be just like His Son Jesus Christ.  

Some people teach that if predestination is true, it is the work of a God 

who is mean-spirited. They believe that He has determined there are 

people who want to be saved, but He will not save them no matter what 

they do because He doesn’t want some people to be saved. That is not 

biblical predestination. I meet many people who say, “I don’t believe in 

predestination.” When I hear what they believe predestination is, I say, “I 

don’t believe that either! Where did you get that?” They usually say, “That 

is what I heard someone else say it is.” I hope you give me the respect to 

listen to what I say I believe predestination is, and not what others, who 

have never conversed with me about this teaching, tell you I believe.  

 Before the Foundation of the World 

Biblical predestination means that God determined the boundaries of those 

He was going to save before He ever saved them. Predestination does not 

take place after you become a believer; it takes place before you become a 



believer. God’s choice of you in Christ did not take place after you believed 

in Him; it took place before you believed in Him, before the very 

foundation of the world.  

Before you say that cannot be fair, you have to remember that our God is 

holy, holy, holy. He will never do something that is wrong. He can never do 

something that is unjust. I do not believe this doctrine is unjust in any way.  

 God’s Blueprint  

Have you ever built a new house? I remember when Celisa and I got to 

build our house. We kind of knew what we wanted in our mind. We went 

to some stores and began to look through books for blueprints. We found a 

blueprint of a home that we wanted our home to be like. We bought the 

blueprint and took it to a carpenter for an appraisal and then decided to 

build. We already knew what it would look like before he started because 

we had the plans to the house. We had confidence in him that the house 

would one day look just like we wanted it to look.  

I believe this word, predestination, in the life of a believer, should be 

viewed as God having a blueprint that He decided upon before the 

foundation of the world of how you were going to be one day. That 

blueprint is Jesus Christ! God’s plan for your life is to mold you and make 

you into the image of Jesus. The reason that a believer has the promise 

that all things work together for good is because God has a plan to make 

you like Jesus. Therefore, God, who is holy, holy, holy, is sovereign over 

the affairs of your life. He is either causing the things that are coming into 

your life or He is allowing them. But either way, He is taking all of those 

things and working them together to make you just like Jesus 

Christ…Wow!   

 Build to Specification 

When they began to build our house, the lumber yard had the material list, 

but they did not just bring it all out there and dump it on us at one time. 

As they began to build, they brought the blocks, and the cement, and the 



sand. Then, they brought the 2x12’s, and the 2x4’s, and windows, and 

doors, and plywood. Then, they began to bring sheetrock, and plumbing, 

and hardwood, and paint…Do you get the picture?  

When we got our lumber, the 2x4’s were not already cut to the 

specification of the blueprint. There were just a lot of regular size boards 

and the builder looked at the blueprint and started to cut, saw, and 

hammer. All of a sudden, that house began to emerge under his care. That 

is exactly how you should view your life. God did not dump everything on 

you the day you got saved. God began to dig and lay blocks. He began to 

lay some boards together and make some cuts. All of a sudden, there is 

something lying out there that you have loved all of your life and you want 

to put your hands back on it, but you can’t. You can’t because that thing 

you were involved in years ago is not going to work to make you like 

Christ, so God cut it out.  

As a believer, when you get up every morning, you had better warn those 

around you that you are living in a hard hat area. Have you ever seen that 

sign in a construction zone that says, “Danger-Hard Hat Area?” They are 

telling you that you had better put your hard hat on if you are going to be 

on the construction site because there are dangers of getting hurt. After 

living with me for all of these years, my wife knows that because of God’s 

plan for my life and what it involves in its totality, there has been a lot of 

falling debris in our life. My children have had to live in a hard hat area all 

of their life because of God’s sovereign plan for me!  

Do you see the beauty of this teaching? Really, the problem people have 

should not be with predestination. If you are going to have a problem with 

the decision of God, it should be with the doctrine of election, or doctrine 

of foreknowledge. Because predestination is linked to foreknowing, a lot of 

people take their anger out on predestination.  

 

 



The Purpose of Predestination 

 Firstborn Among Many 

God predetermined that I would be like Jesus Christ “in order that He 

might be the firstborn among many brothers.” You have to get this! The 

people of predestination are those He determined beforehand. The 

blueprint of predestination is God determining that one day you will be just 

like Jesus. One day someone will come up to you and say, “Wow, you look 

just like Jesus!” I cannot wait until the day when someone taps my 

brother-in-law on the shoulder and says, “You are kin to Ricky 

Cunningham, aren’t you?” Physically he can say, “Yes, by marriage.” But I 

am talking about his life beginning to look like my life, and my life is 

beginning to look like Jesus, so they can see the family resemblance. We 

will look like brothers because all who are believers in Christ will one day 

bear the family resemblance of Jesus Christ, and we will be just like Him! 

This activity of God does not start at the Second Coming when we are 

glorified. It started before the foundation of the world, but did not become 

reality until God started working in our lives after we were born.  

The purpose is that God willed that Jesus would be the firstborn of many 

brothers. God be with those who teach that what I am teaching limits who 

can be saved! God be with those who say that people who want to be 

saved cannot be saved! The doctrine I believe in tells me that the most are 

going to be saved because His purpose is for Jesus to be the firstborn in 

eternity among many brothers and sisters. The place God is preparing for 

those He is going to save is a city that is 1500 square miles. That would 

hold a lot of people! He is doing what He is doing in your life for Jesus, not 

for you only. When we get to Heaven, God has guaranteed the table will 

be full. He has not guaranteed that because He is coercing or manipulating 

people to love Him, absolutely not! That is not true. But God has 

guaranteed the table will be full, and the One sitting at the end of the table 

will be none other than Jesus Christ Himself. Ephesians 1 teaches that God 

chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world that we should be 



holy and without blame before Him. He predestined us by adoption 

through Jesus according to the counsel of His will and Paul says this was 

done “in love.” Some put “in love” in verse 4 and some with verse 5, but 

almost all agree that “in love” is governing predestination. If you came into 

this believing that predestination is not in accordance with the act of a 

loving God, you create a false reputation of predestination. What governs 

God predestining those He chose is His love. You cannot impose your view 

of love on God. You must let the Bible clearly determine the boundaries of 

a holy God and how He loves in accordance with His holiness.  

 To the Praise of the Glory of His Grace 

Now, what is the purpose of His will? According to Paul, God 

predetermined the reason you would be like Christ is “…to the praise of the 

glory of His grace.”  

Single, Positive Predestination 

In context, I believe that predestination, when referring to God’s work of 

those He has foreknown, is both singular and positive. I am not a 

theologian in a scholarly realm, but as a pastor, I try to base what I believe 

on the teaching of God’s Word. Therefore, I believe this doctrine is not 

double predestination, but single. Predestination has a reputation among 

some of being double. He predestines some to Hell and some to Heaven. I 

do not believe that. The object of predestination is the ones “He 

foreknew.” The only people God predetermined are those “He foreknew.” 

The ones “He foreknew” cannot be talking about all people. It is talking 

about a certain group of people; therefore it is singular, not double. Yes, 

logic would tell you there has to be another side, but the Bible does not 

address that other side in these passages. The negativity we allow to come 

into our mind isn’t in Paul’s mind when he addresses this subject, in 

context.  

It is also positive, not negative. It is positive because God set out to make 

those whom He foreknew to be just like Jesus Christ. And He guaranteed it 



is going to happen, and there isn’t anything that can ever keep it from 

happening. They are eternally secure in their salvation.  

I believe in single, positive predestination, and I will try to explain that to 

the best of my ability as a farmer who has been called to preach God’s 

Word. It means: when you get saved, you cannot take credit for getting 

saved. All you can do is bow down before God and give Him credit for your 

salvation and glorify His grace that you are who you are. My understanding 

of Scripture teaches that salvation, beginning to end, is a work of God. On 

the human side, man must respond to the work of God by belief. But even 

when he believes, he cannot take credit. The very fact that he believes has 

been because of God. That does not negate his belief or mean his choice is 

not real. When you chose Christ, you made a real choice.  

On the flip side, the tendency among men is to say that if God is to be 

praised for man’s salvation, then shouldn’t He be blamed for man’s 

damnation? The answer is no. The Bible always glorifies God for man’s 

salvation, but it clearly presents man’s condemnation at the foot of man, 

not anywhere near the foot of God. If you do not believe in Jesus Christ as 

your Lord and Savior and you wake up in Hell one day, you are there 

because you refused to believe, and it is absolutely your fault. These 

doctrines are built on each other. Paul started out teaching us in Romans 

1, 2, and 3 about the depravity of man. There is no one righteous or good 

or seeking after God. God put man in the Garden of Eden and gave him 

free will. He told him not to eat of one tree or he would die and it would 

ruin his life. He said you will be separated from Me. God warned him not to 

eat of it, but man did anyway and brought condemnation on himself. Man 

cannot, in any way, blame God for his condemnation. The Bible clearly 

teaches that man is responsible for his condemnation in sin. He got himself 

in this mess, not God. But, the sinners that are saved cannot take credit for 

getting themselves out of this mess. They have to fall on their face before 

a just and holy God and say to the praise and the glory of Your grace, we 

are saved!  



 


