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In the first chapter, we took off from Corinth and I promised you that 
once we landed in Rome we would begin a verse by verse hike 
through Paul’s letter to the Romans.  Since all hikers are not in the 
same physical condition, we are going to shift gears and slow down a 
little bit. As your guide, I will be pointing out some interesting things 
throughout our hike that are crucial to us. 
 
Scripture 
 
“Through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about 

the obedience of faith for the sake of His name among all the nations.”   
 
Equipping the Called 
 
Paul believed that through Christ, he had already received what he 
needed in order to do what he needed to.  In other words, Paul 
believed that the God who calls is also the God who supplies. God 
does not call the equipped; He always equips the called. From verse 
4, we see that Paul is talking about Jesus Christ our Lord when he 
says, “Through whom.” Through Christ, Paul received grace and 
apostleship.  He received these two things to bring about the 
obedience of faith. It was for the sake of Jesus’ name among all the 
nations.   
 
If you will remember from verses 3 and 4, the gospel concerns God’s 
Son, who was both the Seed of David according to the flesh, and the 
Son of God according to the Son of Holiness in power by the 
resurrection from the dead.  I shared with you that I believe this 
refers to the incarnation of Christ in the flesh, and to His exaltation 



by the resurrection of the dead and ascension to the right hand 
throne of God. He reigns over His spiritual Kingdom.  He is King of 
kings and Lord of lords.  Now, that is crucial because according to 
Paul in 1 Corinthians, this incarnate, exalted One is going to reign 
until the last enemy is destroyed. The last enemy is death. Through 
the exalted One, Paul received grace and apostleship. He already had 
them; he was not waiting to get them. 
 
Apostleship: Authority 
 
Apostleship refers to authority. Paul believed he was a called apostle. 
1 Corinthians 12:28 tells us that God appointed apostles in the 
Church first. An apostle was one who was commissioned and sent 
out with authority. When you are called to serve, you have a divine 
call of God on your life. When you exercise your giftedness in that 
area, you have divine authority to do what you are doing. A preacher 
preaches with authority. A teacher teaches with authority. When you 
serve, there is authority. Jesus told the disciples that all authority on 
heaven and earth had been given to Him, and told them go make 
disciples of all nations. Then, He said to baptize and teach them. The 
Church has authority. We are not waiting to get authority; we have 
already been commissioned with it. 
 
Grace: Ability 
 
Paul says that you have grace. Grace refers to ability. Not only do 
you have authority, you have ability. Several years ago, while 
studying Scripture, I came to believe that God was talking about 
grace in a way that I had never heard grace talked about before. I 
mean about for me, personally. I am not blaming anyone else. I 
never want to blame somebody else for my misunderstanding or my 
misinterpretation. I am sure I was taught this, but I was probably 
just not listening. I was raised to believe that grace was just God 
making something available. God just did His part to make something 
possible. Once He had done His part, it was all left up to me to do my 
part. I thought when people were talking about grace they were 
talking about equal opportunity. But then I began to study about 
grace in Scripture.  As I looked these words up in the Greek 



dictionary, I understood that grace means unmerited favor. Grace is 
God’s unmerited favor to us. We should never think we deserve 
grace. There are churches that teach that God owes grace to us. He 
does not. Grace is God’s unmerited favor. As I continued to look 
through Scripture, I began to see that grace is also something more 
than that. I came to believe that grace is God’s ability. Grace is God’s 
enabling power!   
 
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:10 that he considered himself the least 
of the apostles. Before he became an apostle, Paul persecuted the 
Church, so he did not feel worthy to be an apostle because of his 
prior behavior. He said: 
 
 “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me 
was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them 
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is within me.” 
  
Paul did not say I am who I am because God made equal opportunity 
available to me, and He did His part and now I am doing my part. He 
is saying I owe who I am to God’s grace. He believed that it was 
God’s grace that transformed him. Paul could look around and see 
that he worked harder than any apostle, but he had to stop and say 
it was not me, but the grace of God in me. Paul attributed not only 
his salvation, but his level of service and work to God’s grace.  
 
2 Corinthians 12:9 says: 
 
 “But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”  
 
Let me give you the context. Paul was defending his apostleship. 
There were a lot of people coming into the Church, and they were 
pointing people to themselves. Paul called them “super apostles”, and 
then began to defend his apostleship to them. He got to the end of 
the letter and gave his resume. Now, not many people would really 
tell the truth and list their weak points, but that is what Paul did. He 
talked about all of his points of weakness. He told them that he was 



given a thorn in the flesh and had asked God three times to remove 
it. Since God would not remove it, Paul decided that He left it there 
to keep him humble. God wanted Paul to rely on Him, instead of 
himself. The Lord said, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.”  In other words, My unmerited favor is 
sufficient. Christ attributed grace as the power of God. Paul went on 
to say, “Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses 
so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” Paul knew that at 
those times when he was weak in the flesh, he would rely upon God’s 
grace, or God’s power.   
 
I will never forget after reading these verses, it was as if I 
understood grace afresh. And it led me to define grace this way: 
Grace is God doing for us what we cannot do for ourselves, 
so that we can now do, through Him, what He did.   
 
I remember watching old western movies when I was a kid. There 
would be a situation that would just overwhelm the sheriff and he 
would call a bunch of men together and deputize them.  And being a 
little kid, I always thought it would be really neat to have the badge 
and get to be a deputy. But it would do no good to be a deputy if 
you were not deputized. You would not have the power to carry out 
what you had been called or commissioned to do. So, if I can say 
this: God’s grace “abilitizes” us. Wow! Paul is saying that through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word, who was exalted and sits at 
the right hand side of God and now reigns as King, has not only 
authorized me, he has “abilitized” me! This was not the way I was 
taught grace. I was just taught grace made it possible. I did not 
know that grace actually does it all! This is why Paul can say when he 
wrote to the Church in Galatia in Galatians 2:9: 
 
 “James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived 
the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of 
fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and 
they to the circumcised.”   
 
In Galatians 2:20, Paul said: 
 



 “I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives within me and the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.  I do 
not nullify the grace of God.”  
 
The very fact that we do not live the Christian life in the flesh, but 
Christ lives it through us, is attributed to the grace of God! We 
already have what we need, to do what we need to be doing. We 
have received grace. We have received God’s enabling power, and 
we have received a call, whether it is to lead, to teach, to serve, to 
help, or to pastor. Our call comes with the authority we need, to be 
doing what we need to be doing.  
  
Purpose of the Call 
 
The purpose of the call on Paul’s life was to bring obedience of faith 
to the nations, for the sake of Christ’ name. We are still in verse 5, 
but verse 6 will add that it includes those who are called to belong to 
Christ. The NIV says, “…to call people from among all the Gentiles to 
the obedience that comes from faith.” This implies that Paul had 
been commissioned to bring about obedience from the life of those 
who had already been called to faith. In the Greek, this could be 
possible. But if you look at the context, I do not believe that is the 
best way to translate it. If that were true, it would be saying that 
Paul was commissioned to cause obedience in the people of faith, 
instead of obedience flowing from faith. I believe once you exercise 
saving faith in Christ, a life of obedience to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ flows out of that faith. If you do not have a life of obedience to 
Jesus as Lord of your life, you do not have saving faith. If you got 
saved and believe you can just live the way you used to and now you 
have a free ticket to heaven, you are on the wrong bus. You are 
going to wake up in the pit of hell one day and realize you were 
misled. So, if a life of obedience flows from saving faith, wasn’t Paul 
being redundant when he said “obedience of faith?” He wanted to 
make sure we did not miss it.  
 

 
 



 Obedience is Faith 
 
I was on the farm one day when my dad turned to me and said, “Get 
that block of wood.” Well, there was only one block there so I 
thought he was being pretty redundant. I mean, there was not a 
concrete block, or metal block, just a block of wood. I knew that the 
block was wood. Block of wood meant the wood was the block, and 
the block was wood. Why did he say block of wood? He wanted to 
make sure I understood.   
 
Paul said, I have been commissioned and given grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith. He did not believe 
that he was merely going into a community and inviting people to do 
something. He believed that when he went into a community, he had 
the authority and ability from God to command people to turn from 
their life of sin and put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior. When you put your faith in Jesus Christ, you are being 
obedient to the gospel. We Baptists are scared to death of that word 
obedience. We are afraid someone is going to think we are teaching 
salvation by works. No! Obedience is the faith.  
 
Romans 10 is that great salvation chapter that tells a man to call 
upon the name of the Lord and he shall be saved. Verse 14 says he 
cannot call upon the name of the Lord unless he hears. Then, verse 
16 tells us they have not all obeyed the gospel, so he quotes, “For 
Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?’" 
Paul uses Isaiah to say they have not all obeyed the gospel, and 
Isaiah said they have not all believed. Paul believed that obeying was 
believing.  
 
Let’s look at 2 Thessalonians 1:8-10, which is talking about the 
second coming of Christ. 
 
 “…in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know 
God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  
They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes 



on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among 
all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.”    
 
The Bible says that when Jesus comes, God is going to inflict 
vengeance on those who do not obey the gospel. Vengeance means 
to make someone pay. You may struggle with this, but the Bible says 
He is going to take vengeance. He is going to make all who do not 
obey the gospel pay. They will suffer the punishment of eternal 
destruction, and be cast away from the presence and the glory of the 
Lord. Guys, this is going to be bad.  
 
Paul associates obedience with “all who have believed.” So then, to 
disobey the gospel means not to believe. Obedience to the gospel 
does not mean that you have to do other things, or works, before 
God makes you right with Him. Obedience of faith does not mean 
faith plus something. A man is made right with God at the moment of 
faith, and faith is a gift from God. Everything you do after that flows 
out of being made right with God at the moment of your faith.  
Baptism, membership, the Lord’s Supper, serving, giving, and all 
other works flow out of faith. Works do not get you right, or keep 
you right with God. The gospel is God stepping into your life and 
revealing what He did for you. He crucified His Son in your place on a 
cross. If you do not believe that, you are disobeying God.   
 

 For His Glory 
 
Paul is not talking about sanctification, he is talking about salvation.  
Paul did not receive grace and apostleship to make the church 
sanctified; he received grace and apostleship to go among all the 
nations to bring them to faith in Christ for His name’s sake. Not Paul’s 
name, but Christ’s name. This is your motivation for doing what you 
do. You do not do it for yourself; you do it for God’s sake. The gospel 
of Jesus Christ is not man centered. God is at the center of the 
gospel, not man. God is not doing what He is doing for our benefit; 
He is doing it for His glory. If we are going to be properly motivated 
to do world evangelism, our passion cannot be because we want to 
keep people from dying and going to a place called Hell. We have to 
be motivated because we want God to be glorified among the nations 



of the earth. If we ever lose sight of His namesake, then we will start 
glorifying and deifying man without even realizing it.   
 
You do not need to go to the coffee shop or restaurant and tell 
people about Bro. Ricky, or any other pastor. We need to be talking 
about Jesus. When you draw a man to another man, at some point, 
that man will be let down. When that man is let down, he will 
become disillusioned. But, I have never known a man to be let down 
by Jesus Christ. You can call on the name of Bro. Ricky and Hardin 
Baptist all you want to, but there will be no salvation in that name or 
any other. But, whoever will call on the name of Jesus shall be saved!  
We do what we do for the sake of Jesus. When we lift up His name, 
He will call people unto Himself. And when they call upon Him, they 
will receive eternal life. If you are passionate about you, you will get 
discouraged, and when you do not see results, you will quit. That is 
why some of you quit praying. If I can say this to parents, when you 
pray for the salvation of your kids so they will go to Heaven and not 
Hell, you are totally wrong. You are missing it. If you are praying the 
same way for an unbelieving spouse, you are missing it. Pray for 
people’s salvation so their life will bring honor and glory to God. You 
not only want them to stay out of Hell and go to Heaven, you want 
them to get in on the person of Jesus Christ.  
 
Like Paul, we have what we need, to do what we need to do. If you 
have saving faith, you have received ability and authority. We need 
to start doing it. You want people to know you by the name of Jesus 
and for His name’s sake.   


