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About 18 years ago, Celisa and I were attending the pastor’s conference at 

1st Baptist Church in Jacksonville, Florida, affectionately known in Florida 

as ‘the miracle of downtown Jacksonville.’ Homer Lindsay, Jr. was the 

pastor. In one of the sermons that he preached during that conference, he 

told this story which I believe sums up, in a nutshell, what I want us to 

understand about living in light of the coming of Christ. He had been 

preaching a sermon series on the return of Christ and he got a call from his 

little boy one day. His little boy said, “Dad, can Mom bring me down to the 

church, I need to talk to you?” Homer Lindsay, Jr. says, “Of course.”  So 

his little boy appears at his office. As he sits down, the little boy says, “Now 

Dad, what I need to talk to you about is very serious, don’t laugh.” Homer 

said, “Okay son, what do you need to talk to me about.” The little boy 

began, “Dad, I want to marry my girlfriend, Jill.” Homer looked at his little 

boy and said, “Well son, that’s awesome that you want to marry Jill. Your 

Mom and I will not have any problem if you marry Jill, when you grow up 

and finish college.” The little boy said, “No Dad, you don’t understand, I 

want to marry Jill this week.”  Homer looked at his son and said, “But son, 

you’re just 12, and Jill’s 11. Why do you want to marry Jill this week?” His 

son looked up into Homer’s face and said, “Dad, I heard you say Sunday 

that Jesus could come back this very week and I believe it, so I want to get 

married to Jill this week.”  



I don’t know about you, but there have been many times in my Christian 

life when I have had an immature view of the Second Coming of Christ. 

Instead of anticipating or looking forward to it, I would think of all of the 

things that I hadn’t done yet. I thought, “God, don’t send Jesus back today 

because I won’t get to do these things.” I confess that it was childish.  

Paul will begin to transition from talking about how there is no 

condemnation to those in Christ because we walk according to the Spirit, 

and the Spirit of life has set us free from the law of sin and death. He 

paints the beautiful picture of the victorious life that a believer lives. When 

we get to the final verse of chapter 8, it will clearly tell us that from the 

moment of our faith, there is no separation from God. That is awesome! 

But in the middle, Paul kind of surprises us. There are some who believe 

that because God loves us and we live a victorious Christian life, good 

things should happen to us. We should be exempt from bad things. As a 

matter of fact, in many instances, the Church struggles to make sense out 

of suffering just as the world suffers. They can’t make sense out of what 

they believe is non-sense. If God is a God of love, how can there be so 

much suffering, not only in the world, but in the life of His children? There 

are books that have been written and sermons that have been preached 

entitled, “When bad things happen to good people.”  

Please pay attention to the transition that Paul is making in our text. You 

will never understand the end of chapter 8 unless you get a handle on 

what he is saying here. The context of there being no separation from God 

for a believer is in the context of suffering. It is not doctrine or a discussion 

of theology, but the heart of a man who is addressing the issue of suffering 

in the life of a believer.  

Scripture 

“…and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs with 

Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 

glorified with him. For I consider that the sufferings of this 



present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us.” 

Suffering 

Paul believed that suffering was necessary in the life of a believer. 

Someone has said that God had only one son without sin, but He’s never 

had a son without suffering. Believers are not exempt from suffering. 

Believers, like the world, struggle to make sense out of it. When we cannot 

make sense out of it, normally, one of our reactions to suffering is anger. 

We get mad, upset, and frustrated. We ask that big question, “Why…why 

is this happening to me?” I am normally humbled with that question. But 

when we have suffering happen to those we love, like a child, or wife, or 

parent, or when we see someone in the church  who has dedicated their 

life to God and lives a victorious Christian life, we want to ask the question 

why. How could God allow that to happen to them? That very question 

supposes a false principle that there are some things that shouldn’t happen 

to us because we are a child of God. There are even ministries built on 

teaching believers how to live victorious lives so they will not suffer, and 

they will be blessed. So the thought is that I try to live life so that no 

suffering comes to me or the ones I love. Therefore, I live my life right, I 

eat right, I do right, and somehow I am putting a hedge of protection 

around my family so that nothing can touch them. Then when it happens, I 

fall apart.  

But the Bible teaches that you know you are His child because you will be 

led by His Spirit and will put to death the deeds of your body. You will not 

continue to live a lifestyle of sin like you used to live. As a child of God, the 

Spirit is the spirit of adoption, and He gives you the status of an adult son. 

You have the right, authority, and the privilege to make decisions on behalf 

of your Father in His business. The Spirit of God leads you to have an 

intimate relationship with God as your Dad. The Spirit of God Himself will 

bear witness with your spirit that you are His child. As a child, you are an 

heir of God, a joint heir with Jesus Christ. This doesn’t mean that if you do 



all of these things you become a child of God, it means that you are a child 

of God if these things are happening to you.  

The last thing that must happen to give evidence that we are a child of 

God is suffering. How has the Church missed this? How did we ever believe 

that when we got saved it would be a rose garden, or have a trouble free 

life, or be exempt? The Bible says the only way we will be glorified with 

Him and share in that glorification is if we suffer with Him, and Paul 

believed this. After having a great day, he didn’t think that everything was 

awesome and he was doing great. After a bad day, he didn’t examine 

himself to see if he had sinned that day. The apostle Paul wanted to know 

Christ.  

Philippians 3:10-12 says: “…that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on 

to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.”    

The Bible said in Hebrews 2:9 that Jesus was “made lower than the angels, 

namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of 

death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.”  

Jesus was crowned with glory and honor because He suffered.  

Luke 22:44 says, “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and 

his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”  

Hebrews 5:7-10 says, “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers 

and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save 

him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Although he 

was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. And being 

made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey 

him, being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.”  

Jesus Christ, the very Son of God, the God-man, had to suffer so that He 

would learn obedience so He could be the perfect High Priest! He suffered 



so that when you come to Him in your sufferings, you would fully 

understand it. Without that suffering in His life, He could have never 

carried out His full mission of what God sent Him to do. Therefore, if Jesus 

had to suffer, who are you and I to believe that we shouldn’t suffer?  

Add It Up 

In verse 18 of Romans, Paul begins, “For I consider…”  English translators 

have a lot of options to choose from when translating because of different 

cultures. English words can mean one thing in one part of the country and 

another in a different part of the country. I like my ESV Bible, but I don’t 

like the word “consider” here. It does mean consider, but normally we 

think that word denotes ‘opinion’, or what someone ‘believes’ about 

something. If you came to this church and I only told you my opinion and 

what I thought about things, you wouldn’t come very long. You don’t really 

care what I think about things, you want me to teach you the Word of 

God. The KJV uses the word “reckon.” I like that. In our part of the 

country, we still use “reckon” a lot. “Reckon” is a mathematical calculation. 

Mathematics is a precise science. I didn’t understand how much science 

depended on mathematics. The word, “reckon”, means ‘to add up.’ In 

other words, Paul is saying that he has ‘done the math’ and you can ‘bank 

on it.’ That means that it is safe, it is true, it is guarded, and it is protected!  

If you don’t trust Paul and you want to do your own math, you will come 

up with the same conclusion; the pathway to glory is the path of suffering. 

Without suffering, you will not be like Christ, and you will not have 

glorification. When I go to the bank, the teller just doesn’t believe me. I 

give her my deposit slip, perfectly added. I give her the money and every 

time, she reckons it herself! I just sit there grinning because I know that 

I’m right. She gives me a little slip back that tells me I’m right! I promise, if 

you do the math, you will come up with the same answer to why you are 

suffering that Paul did. As a child and heir of God, if God didn’t exempt His 

only begotten Son who was without sin from suffering, He will not exempt 

you. When you say (as the world does) that if God is a God of love, then 



He will do this or that; then you are imposing your view of love on God. 

How dare we invent our own God and try to call Him the God of the Bible! 

God knows suffering is necessary in the life of His children.  

Compared to Glory 

Now, He may not give you the answer that you want, but He will show you 

why and how a real believer gets through whatever they find themselves 

in. It won’t be what you think it is. Paul continues in verse 18 and says, 

“…that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory that is to be revealed to us.” It is the picture of a scale. At its root, 

the phrase, “not worth”, has the thought of  ‘to set in motion, to drive, to 

move, to get started.’ It’s the picture of putting a weight on a scale which 

sets the scale in motion. As a believer, when you weigh out the glory that 

will be revealed to you in the future against all of the suffering you have or 

will ever have since you’ve been saved, all that suffering will not even 

move the scale! They aren’t teaching that in public, are they? We have 

been weighing what we go through this time against what we have gone 

through before. We think that it is getting worse, or if it doesn’t feel as 

heavy, we think it is getting better. Human nature wants to weigh what 

we’re going through now with what we’ve already been through. We trust 

that what we go through in the future will not weigh as much as what we 

are going through now. We have a reference point and we will weigh 

everything by what we’ve experienced. But there is something that we 

haven’t experienced yet, and that is glory. But Paul said when you take 

everything that has happened in the life of a believer and put it on this 

scale and weigh it in light of eternity and glory, it’s like putting a feather on 

the scale! It is like putting air on the scale, it doesn’t even move! Boy, is 

that a different perspective. You have to understand that suffering is a core 

part of discipleship and of being a believer. If I can see and know that 

there is a good on the other end of this, wouldn’t it help me get through it?  

I read a quote by Jon Maxwell: “You can either experience the pain of 

discipline now, or the pain of regret later.” Sometimes I suffer the pain of 



discipline. I like to run because I don’t want to regret that when I get older 

I will be like some of you. I mean, many of you have said that if you could 

do your life over again, you would take better care of yourself. So I have 

decided to practice the pain of discipline by running. I have discovered that 

you have to weigh out if what you are going to get in the end is worth the 

pain of what you are going through right now.  

When I was a kid, only men had tattoos; burly and rough men. You didn’t 

talk about their tattoos because they would beat you up. You didn’t see a 

tattoo on a little guy like me, but I have never wanted one. They just don’t 

appeal to me. I think one of the reasons is because I believe there would 

have to be some pain and suffering involved because they use needles to 

put it on. I remember seeing a guy that I sort of knew and he had on one 

of those shirts that had the sleeves cut out. He had this big tattoo on his 

arm, and I finally had the nerve to ask him if it hurt to get it. He said, 

“Son, it didn’t hurt a bit. When I got this I was drunk!” I didn’t say this to 

him, but I wanted to say that only a drunken guy would want what he had 

picked out to put on his arm! Someone told me that a tattoo is a 

permanent reminder of a temporary feeling. I assume if you have a tattoo 

that you decided the glory of having a tattoo is worth going through the 

pain of having it put on your body.  

The Worth of Suffering 

This is what Paul is trying to tell us. Suffering is a necessary part of life 

because it is the path that God has designed to get you to glory to be like 

Christ. The Bible teaches that Christ suffered because of sin. I don’t think 

that as believers we are called to suffer tin order to redeem people from 

sin like Jesus did. But I believe there have been times where I have helped 

bear the sins of those I love. In bearing their sin, I had to suffer with them 

and it hurt.  

I think the Bible teaches that there is a suffering for righteousness sake. 

Some of you are suffering because you are never going to get where you 

really wanted to go because you won’t do it the way your company wants 



you to. You won’t do the fuzzy math, therefore, you will stay right where 

you are. You can’t make what you need to make to give your family what 

they would like to have because you won’t do it the way the world does it 

in order to get to that next level. Some of you have lost a job for 

righteousness sake. Some have had to change companies and step down. 

Paul is here to tell you that it’s worth it.  

I believe some are suffering because of someone else’s sin, not your own. 

There are some really sinful people in the world that do horrible things to 

people. Some of us are suffering because of them. I have been there to a 

small degree, but not near where some of you have been. I have never 

been abused or raped. I have never been forced to have an abortion. I 

haven’t had some of the things happen to me that have happened to some 

of you. But you have suffered because of the actions of others.  

The Bible teaches that there is a suffering because of spiritual warfare in 1 

Peter 5. Satan just comes at some of us with his little lieutenants, and it 

hurts. I stand there with the armor on, but it hurts to be slandered, and it 

hurts to be accused. It hurts to be misunderstood.  

In 2 Thessalonians 1, it teaches that some suffer for the Kingdom’s sake. 

You have chosen to put the Kingdom of God first, so you suffer in a 

capacity that others don’t. That is a real suffering.  

Only part of us will understand what Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:7-5:10. 

He tells us that while my inward man is being strengthened, my outer man 

is perishing. The older we get, the more we understand that. The body is 

dying, and the reality of that is some of our spouses are already gone, our 

child has cancer, or a friend is waiting on a transplant. This body we have 

gets diseased or sick, and there is a suffering that comes. There are people 

that genetically have bodies that never have a day where they live without 

pain. How do I get through that? Why am I not just like everyone else? 

Why don’t I quit? Why don’t I wave the white flag and say this doesn’t 

work? It is because I know that my God has promised that the only way I 

will ever be like His Son Jesus is that it is necessary for me to go through 



the path of suffering! But when I am in the midst of my suffering, because 

I know my God and He knows me, I know that if I wait it out for the glory 

that will be revealed when I see Him face to face and He holds me in His 

arms, it doesn’t compare to what I am going through now! And it is worth 

it! I will not quit. My God has promised me that He will not quit on me.  

 

 


