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Scripture 

“For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 

grace. What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? 

By no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as 

obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 

leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to 

God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart 

to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set 

free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human 

terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your 

members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so 

now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  But 

what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now 

ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now that you have been set 

free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 

sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free 

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

 

Signs are everywhere. You cannot go far down the road until you run into 

a sign that either tells you the limit is 25, 35, 45, or 55 mph. Occasionally, 

it is 65 mph. When I look down at my speedometer after seeing a sign like 

this, I think I need to bump it up just a little bit. We all know it is safe to 



go just a little bit over what the speed limit says. Have you ever wished 

you could drive on a road and there were no signs? For just a moment, 

imagine with me that you are in a car on a road. This road you are on has 

been engineered to go a lot faster than the speed limit sign says. You are 

sitting in a car that you know can go a lot faster than the speed limit. You 

wonder why they would engineer a road that you could safely travel on at 

75 mph, but they put a limit sign of 55. You look at your speedometer and 

it says your vehicle can go 120 mph. Imagine you are on the same road, in 

the same vehicle, but there are no signs. The Department of 

Transportation, under the authority of Congress, has taken all of the speed 

limit signs off of all of our roads. You are free to drive as you please. How 

many of you would naturally think the average driver would go faster than 

he would normally drive?  

Now that is probably not going to happen, and until it does, we are going 

to go ahead and obey the signs. We know the government does not trust 

us. To show it, they have placed certain men and women in certain cars 

that are different from ours and they have the authority to back up the 

speed limit sign! Therefore, you drive with one eye always looking for that 

car. You never know if at the top of that next hill, one might be sitting 

there! Why do we fear them? We fear them because we know that when 

they pull us over and place that citation in our hand, there is someone 

backing them up; a judge. Why do we fear going before a judge after 

breaking the law? It is because there is something that backs the judge up, 

and that is a jail cell.  

You see, there is a backup system in our traveling routine because we, at 

our core, are law breakers when we get behind the wheel. Now imagine 

there are no limits. But, in that same car, on that same road, we do not let 

the old law breaker drive. We put a new person in the car. This person is 

different from the old person because he is not motivated by an external 

law code that tells him what he can and cannot do. This person has the 

police officer and the judge in the car with him. I think you would drive a 

little differently if the police officer was not around the next corner, but 



actually in the seat beside you! Imagine the judge is in the backseat; talk 

about a backseat driver! If they were in the car with you and had told you 

the best speed to drive on that particular highway, wouldn’t you drive a 

little bit differently? Under those circumstances, we could take every one of 

the speed limit signs down. We would not be motivated by an external 

force, but by an internal force; something within the car itself.  

Life without Law 

We think of what life would be without speed limit signs, but when the 

Apostle Paul opened up the possibility of living the Christian life without 

law, it scared some people to death. In the same way, it would scare you 

to put your teenager in a car without limits. We kind of like the idea that 

there are some laws. Paul has told the church at Rome that sin is not their 

master anymore because of what happened to them in their baptism. You 

have reckoned yourself dead to sin; you have made a presentation of 

yourself to God and surrendered the members of your body as an 

instrument of righteousness; therefore, sin is does not rule over you. You 

have been set free. Now he tells them the reason they have been set free 

from sin is because they are not under law, but under grace. Now hold it 

Paul! I can just hear someone in the congregation saying, Paul, you take 

away the law from a Christian and tell him he is under grace; then he will 

sin more!  But Paul says: 

“What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under 

grace?” 

You have to understand that Paul knows any time that grace is preached, it 

is possible for some in the audience to misunderstand what grace is and 

what it accomplishes.  

Understanding Grace 

I have permission to share something that happened several years ago. I 

called a man to meet me in my office and when he got there he said, “Why 

am I here?” I said, “You know why you are here.” He said, “I thought that 



is probably what it was about.” I said, “You cannot leave your wife, you are 

in sin. Is it true what I hear in the community?” Now, you have to 

understand that the reason I have him in my office is because he had been 

attending our church for several years. I didn’t know him very well, but he 

was a member of our church. The rumor was that he had left his wife and 

was shacking up with another lady in the county. I asked him if it was true 

and he said, “Yes, it’s true.” I said, then I’m telling you, on behalf of Christ, 

get out of this adulterous relationship and get into counseling with your 

wife.” He said, “Bro. Ricky, I have been sitting under your preaching for 

several years and I know what the Bible teaches. I have heard you teach 

salvation is by grace and when you get saved, God forgives you of all of 

your sin; past, present, and future.” He said, “I know that a person who 

gets saved by the grace of God is eternally secure. So I know that while 

what I’m doing is wrong, I will continue to do it because I know all of my 

sins have been forgiven. This sin that I am committing will not ever 

separate me from God. It is ok for me to sin because I am covered by 

grace.” It took everything within me, plus the Holy Spirit, to hold me off of 

him! I got as close to him as I could get without picking a fight, and I said 

to him, “You don’t understand grace. If you are using the grace of God as 

an excuse to do what you are doing, then it tells me that you have never 

experienced God’s grace!” And he stormed out of my office. It was months, 

and months, and months later when he called to set up an appointment 

with me. He came to my office and said, “Bro. Ricky, I want to apologize to 

you for lying to you. Ever since I stormed out of your office, the Holy Spirit 

has convicted me that I lied to you that day.” I said, “What do you mean?” 

He said, “I lied to you about the grace of God. I did not know the grace of 

God. I have now come to realize, after living in sin, that I am not a 

Christian. I have sinned against you, against my wife, and the Church. But 

most importantly, I have sinned against God.” He wanted to know if there 

was any hope for him. After about an hour and a half meeting, he knelt 

down and repented of being a sinner, and put his faith and trust in Jesus 

Christ. This was on a Wednesday, and when the Church assembled, we 

began with him in the baptistry. We told his story; we told his sin because 



it was a public sin. I remember going home and my wife saying, “I have 

never seen you being so hard on anyone in your life.”  

We made it clear that the person I was baptizing had died to sin and all he 

had done and was now right with God based on the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. The person who came up out of that water 

was a brand new person in Christ. For the next few weeks, I got phone 

calls from people in the community wanting to know why I would baptize a 

guy like that. The answer is that the gospel is for a guy like that! He 

reconciled with his wife and they are now happily married and have a child. 

They are faithful members of this church. I call and check on him about 

three times a year. He will say, “I knew the call was coming, pastor!” I just 

ask him, “Are you still dead to sin?” He says, “I sure am.”  

 More than Opportunity 

I hope you understand grace. If you believe grace is an excuse to let you 

sin, you have missed it. You have created a figment of your own 

imagination. It is evidence you have never come under the grace of 

almighty God. Grace is not what so many people teach. They teach it is 

opportunity; a God hanging His Son on a cross to just be an equal 

opportunity God for all. God did His part, so now you do your part. Grace is 

God hanging His Son on a cross to die for the sin of the world. But if He 

would have stopped there and that is all grace had been, we would all still 

be in sin. Grace is all of that, but it’s more than that! Yes, grace is 

opportunity, but it is more than opportunity. Grace is God’s enabling 

power! Grace is God doing for us what we cannot do for ourselves, so that 

we can now do what He did; and that is to live an obedient life to God our 

Father! Because grace is God’s enabling power, God can take the law out 

of our life as a believer and put us under grace. He has put us under His 

enabling power!! If you read verse 14 as opportunity, it doesn’t make 

sense: You are not under law, but under the opportunity of God? No…but 

when you understand grace for what it really is, you see grace as God’s 

enabling power.  



So since we are under grace, Paul asks the question, “Are we to sin…?” 

You think he has already asked that question in Romans 6:1: 

“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 

abound?” 

Paul just rocks our world sometimes! In that passage, Paul said the reason 

the Mosaic Law was given was to make man more sinful. I am thinking, 

man Paul, I didn’t get that in my Old Testament survey! I thought that God 

gave the Law to the children of Israel so that when they got into the 

Promised Land they would live more holy. Paul said to try that sometime! 

Take God’s Law and try to live up to it and see how far you get! The Law 

will break you and bring you to your knees. It will make you realize you are 

a sinner. You will not sin less, you will actually sin more. The thought was 

that if grace abounds where sin abounds, but grace abounds more, then 

can’t a believer continue to live in sin? The answer is no, because you are 

dead to sin and alive to God.  

 Free not to Sin 

In verse 15, Paul is almost asking the same question, but he is asking it a 

little differently. This time he said that when you realize you are not under 

law but under grace, are we to occasionally let our guard down and slip off 

for the weekend and sin? Do you see the question? The first time, he said 

a believer absolutely cannot live like he used to live. But the thought is: 

Can he go out every once and a while with the guys? Can she just 

occasionally go out with the girls? Can we just occasionally “head to the 

mountains” for the weekend and sin? These are random acts of sin. And 

the answer is absolutely not. If you have been raised to believe that 

churches who teach salvation by grace means you are free to sin, you have 

not understood grace! Nowhere in the Bible does it ever teach grace as 

freedom to sin. The Bible always teaches grace as freedom not to sin. That 

is the freedom you have in your life; not to ever again premeditate sin 

against our God because you are not under law, but under God’s enabling 



power! I have the Holy Spirit of God, not as an external force, but 

internally within me!  

 Motivated by Relationship  

My judge is my Daddy. While I do not understand the limits on some of our 

roads because I do not know the people who wrote the law, I do 

understand the laws of my Daddy, because I know my Daddy. My Daddy 

did not do anything to limit me; He did everything He could so that I could 

maximize who I am for His honor and His glory. So my motivation is not 

coming externally from a law, it is coming from an inner relationship with 

God. Now, if you miss this, you will miss being under grace. Grace is not 

about being legalistic. It is not about checking off do’s and don’ts. It is 

getting up every morning and walking with God. He may not tell you until 

12:30 what you will be doing at 12:45, but that is ok. Because you are in a 

living relationship with Him, you are under the authority of God’s grace.  

When you study Romans 6, you might notice that verses 15-23 are almost 

a repeat of the first 14 verses. They both start with the question, “Are we 

to sin?”  They basically teach the same thing. But in verses 1-14, Paul is 

teaching that we are free through the death of Jesus. We are free from sin 

through the death of Jesus. When Jesus died, He died to sin. He broke the 

stranglehold of sin. And when you repent of sin and put your faith and 

trust in Jesus and then step into the waters of baptism, you are identifying 

that the saving benefit of Christ’s death has been imputed to you. When 

He died to sin, you died with Him. You are a new person in Christ. You are 

now alive to God. The reason the old era had to have Law was because 

people were not alive to God. Now, we are alive to God and have the Holy 

Spirit of God living within us. In the Old Testament era, the Holy Spirit did 

not reside in people, it resided on people. People were anointed for specific 

tasks, at specific times, and then the Spirit would leave. A believer who 

receives the Holy Spirit of God never loses the Holy Spirit in his life because 

he is not under law, he is under grace. It is not a conditional covenant; it is 

an unconditional covenant that God has with us. The sinner is dead; there 



is a new man driving the vehicle! The new man is fully equipped; he has 

been filled with the Holy Spirit of God. He is in a personal relationship with 

the King of Heaven. He calls Him Daddy, and He is navigating this thing 

called the Christian life; he is alive to God.  

 Slave of Righteousness 

Now verses 15-23 are saying the same thing, except the language is not 

freedom through death, it is freedom through slavery. Whoa! Paul had a 

way of mixing metaphors. Can you imagine being a slave and being free? 

That is what Paul said. In verse 16, he asked the same thing he had asked 

in verse 3: 

“Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient 

slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads 

to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?” 

This time he does not take us back to our baptism, but to our presentation 

of ourselves to God. He said you are a slave to whom you present yourself, 

and you have two options. You can present yourself to sin, which leads to 

death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness. Now wait a minute, 

we are Americans. We like more than two choices. I mean, if you take a 

test, you get at least four multiple choices and Paul is limiting us to two! 

This is just like earlier when he said we are either in Adam or in Christ. 

There is no in between; you cannot have one leg in and one let out. You 

either present yourself to sin, or you present yourself to God.  

How do you present yourself to sin? Well, we are born in sin, separated 

from God, but there comes a time when we make a conscious choice to 

serve sin. You are a sinner by nature, and by choice. If you have presented 

yourself to sin, you will die; you are already dying. You are spiritually 

separated from God. Everything about your life smells like a rotten, 

stinking corpse and everything you touch is sickening. If you die in this 

state, you will be eternally separated from God. That is what sin will get 

you.  



But grace brings you under new ownership. Chapter 6 teaches that when 

you come under grace and quit existing under law, there is a change in 

owners. You stop presenting yourself to sin, and you make a once for all 

presentation of yourself to God. You become a slave of righteousness. On 

the outside, you still look the same. God doesn’t put a new suit on the old 

man; He puts a new man in the old suit.  

I have said it before, it is like when someone buys a restaurant that has 

been declining, but there is still potential for it. They hang a sign that says, 

“Under new management.” They are telling you that even though it still 

looks the same on the outside, there has been a change on the inside. 

Normally, when there is a change in ownership, there is a change in 

operation. There are also those who buy a thriving business and they don’t 

want anyone to know there has been a change, so they don’t put a sign 

up. But you know there has been a change in ownership, and in the back 

of your mind, you wonder how long it will stay the same. They don’t 

change it for a while, but then they just cannot help it and they make some 

changes in operation.  

You see, when God put His hands on you by His grace, you got into the 

waters of baptism because it said, “Under new management.” The world 

expects that because there has been a change in ownership, there will be a 

change in operation. You used to be a slave to sin, but you are now a slave 

to righteousness.  

Paul said in verse 17:  

“…you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart 

to the standard of teaching to which you were committed…” 

We might think it should say that we are committed to the teaching, but 

this says the teaching is committed to us. You have been given the 

teaching of the Church and you know what the truth is. The question is: 

When the gospel broke into your life and brought you the good news of 

Jesus, did you obey the gospel? Have you responded by faith? Do you have 



the obedience of faith that Paul talked about in Romans 1:5? Do you 

believe what God says is true about you being a new person in Christ? 

When that happens, you move from being a slave to sin to being a slave of 

righteousness. Paul will apologize for having to speak to them this way. He 

said that because of human limitations he needed to, because they 

understood slavery. He is apologizing for comparing Christianity with 

slavery.  

You see, in the Roman Empire, one-third of its citizens were slaves. At one 

time, Rome decided to put a dress code on the slaves. They quickly 

stopped because they realized the slaves would see how powerful they 

were because of their great numbers. They could have taken over the 

Roman Empire. Church historians say that when Paul was writing to the 

church at Rome, as much as 50% of them had either been a slave or were 

still a slave. Though we don’t understand slavery, they understood it. As a 

matter of fact, we won’t even mention slavery today because of the horror 

of it. What was done to a generation of people, by men who are free, is 

tragic…buying and trading men as if they were cattle or merchandise. But 

in the Roman Empire, a slave’s only desire was the desire of his master. 

When it comes down to it, you either have a desire for God, or you have a 

desire for sin. You belong to whichever desire you have. You are either a 

slave of sin and will die and spend an eternity separated from God, or you 

are slave to righteousness and the end result is holiness and becoming 

more and more like Jesus Christ. The way to truly be free is to become a 

slave.  

J. Vernon McGee, a respected Bible teacher, has a radio broadcast and 

writes many books. He told a story of the days before the Civil War: 

Imagine yourself being in one of those pre-Civil War towns; maybe Atlanta, 

or Savannah, or Charleston. You suddenly find yourself as a guest in that 

town and you see a commotion. You walk toward that large gathering of 

people and your eye is caught by a man who is the personification of evil. 

He is uncouth, rambunctious, rowdy, cruel, mean, and vile; you can see it 

in his eyes, his swagger, and hear it in his voice. You quickly turn your 



eyes from him and see a tall slender man. This man seems to be the total 

opposite. He is kind, nice, gentle, loving, caring and compassionate. Your 

eyes come back to the center and there is a platform. A man arises to his 

place on the platform, and you realize you are at an auction and something 

will be bid. As he starts making his introductory remarks, you see the first 

item standing before your eyes, and you can hardly believe it. You realize 

you are at a slave auction. As the auctioneer begins to talk, you see a 

young, beautiful, sweet, innocent, black girl. Her dress is tattered and torn, 

but it’s clean. You can see the look on her face as the bidding starts. 

Immediately, the mean man begins to yell out his bid. You see the look on 

her face as she realizes she could go home with him that day, and her life 

would never be the same. She silently prays that someone else will take 

her home. If she has to be a slave, she doesn’t want to be owned by him. 

All of a sudden, that tall, slender, quiet man begins to bid. The next thing 

you know, everyone has quit bidding except the mean guy and the nice 

guy. The bid gets so high that the mean guy realizes it is more than she is 

worth, so he bows out and the gavel falls. She is relieved that it appears 

she is going home with a nice man. She is led off of the auction block and 

the man is handed the bill of sale. When he heads out of town, she begins 

to follow him. He turned and said, “What are you doing?” She said, “You 

bought me, I am your slave.” He said, “Ma’am, I bought you to set you 

free.” The concept was overwhelming to her! She said, “Free? As in, to do 

whatever I please?” He said, “Yes.” He took the bill of sale out of his 

pocket and wrote FREE across it, and signed his name. He rolled it back up 

and handed it to her. He started walking off again. She said, “Sir, can I ask 

again; you bought me with your own money with the intention of setting 

me free?” He said, “That’s right, you are free.” With tears flowing down her 

face, she said, “With the freedom I now have, I have never seen such love 

as this. I want to go home with you. Not to be your slave, but to be your 

servant.”  J. Vernon McGee said that lady followed Abraham Lincoln home 

that day. Not to be a slave, but to serve him until her death.  



You are free. As a slave to righteousness, you are free in Christ to be who 

God purchased you to be, and that is like Jesus Christ. Will you follow Him 

until the day you die? 


