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In our culture, when a death occurs in the life of one of our loved ones, 

after viewing their body for a short period of time, we place their body 

back into the ground, as we believe Scripture teaches. When death occurs 

at home or in a hospital, the family calls the funeral home and the 

mortician arrives. They take the body, and the next time we see our loved 

ones, they are lying in a casket. As a pastor, there have been many times 

the family would tell me that they would not want to bring their loved one 

back in the state they were in. After the memorial service is over, the 

casket is taken to the cemetery and the body is buried. Most of us would 

agree that we would not want our loved ones back in the condition they 

were in at death. But what if they were changed when they were buried 

and could come back better than they were before? Wouldn’t we gladly 

receive our loved ones back like that? We will see that in this lesson, not in 

a physical sense, but in a spiritual sense.  

In chapter 1:18 through 3:20, we talked about sin. In 3:21 through 

chapter 5, we talked about justification by faith and how Abraham is an 

example. Paul is beginning a different emphasis in chapter 6. In chapters 

6, 7, and 8, Paul begins to talk about how a believer who has been made 

right with God in Christ should live his life. Paul will teach that he is free 



from sin, the Law, and condemnation. Because he is free from these 

things, he ends chapter 8 by telling us there will never be separation of a 

believer from Christ.  

But in Romans 6:3, he begins this section by asking a question. Can a 

believer who has been made right with God based on faith continue to live 

the life he used to live? The answer is no. We saw in verse 2 that a 

believer in Christ dies to sin at the moment of belief. And if a sinner dies to 

sin and becomes alive to God, there is no way the new person he is in 

Christ can continue to live the old life he lived. In verses 3-14, Paul will 

give the Roman Church three keys to right living. We will only look at key 

number one in this lesson, but I will list them all: 

1. The Key of Knowledge (v. 3-10) 

2. The Key of Accounting (v. 11) 

3. The Key of Presentation (v.12-14) 

If we have been made right with God on the basis of God’s grace through 

faith, we can unlock the door to right living with these three keys. It is 

important what you know. It is important that you can count. And it is 

important that you make a once for all presentation of yourself to God. Let 

me remind you that this is in the context of answering the question of why 

a believer cannot continue to live in sin (verses 1-2).  

Verse 3 will be tough for some of us. The Baptist Church, and the 

evangelical world, kind of shies away from this passage. The reason is 

because when Paul refers to the right living that should take place in a 

believer; he does not go back to a believer’s moment of faith. He goes 

back to a believer’s baptism. The language here is so strong that many say 

this cannot be referring to water baptism, so it must be referring to 

something else.  

 

 



Scripture 

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 

him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body 

of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to 

sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 

raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 

lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 

Christ Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey 

its passions. Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 

unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 

from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 

For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 

grace.” 

The Key of Knowledge 

You see the word “know” three times in verses 3-10: verse 3, verse 6, and 

verse 9. Though it is translated into English as “know”; it is three different 

Greek words. So it is not referring to the same kind of knowing. This is 

crucial. To answer the question of whether a believer can still live the same 

life he did before salvation, Paul said in verse 3: 

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death?” 

In this verse, “know” means “to grasp, or understand.” It is a word that 

talks about the mind. It refers to all of the information in your mind coming 

together or putting all of the information together. In Dexter, we call that 

“getting it”, or “I get it.”  



In verse 6, Paul said: 

“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of 

sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved 

to sin.” 

In this verse, “know” means “to know by experience.” In Dexter, we say 

“the best teacher is experience.” So Paul is saying a believer has 

experienced something, therefore, you should “know” something.  

In verse 9, Paul said: 

“We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over Him.” 

In this verse, “know” means “to know by intellect.” Paul says that we know 

by our intellect, based on the truth of God’s Word, Jesus died a death, and 

because of that, death has no more dominion over Him.  

Verse 10 says: 

“For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 

lives to God.” 

We will learn over the next few lessons that when Jesus died, He was not 

only dying for sin, He was also dying to sin. He was dying one death, and 

in that death, He accomplished two completely different things. Note in 

Romans 6 that the death He is dying is not a death for sin. It is not talking 

about the death He died when God laid all of humanity’s sin on Him. It is 

referring to the death He died to the power of sin, once for all. In verses 3 

and 4, Paul is asking if we get it: 

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by 

baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” 



He goes on to say that we know the old self was crucified with Christ so 

that the old man might be rendered inoperative. Paul is taking a believer 

back to his baptism. Paul knew the believers he was writing to had been 

baptized. He knew that when you preach the gospel to someone, you do 

not stop at the moment of faith, you take them further. So Paul just made 

an assumption that everyone there knew why they were being baptized. I 

cannot make that assumption. The reason is because we all come from 

various walks. We were not all introduced to the gospel by the same 

person. Many of us come from different walks of life and Church 

backgrounds.  

Baptism: Who, When, How, and Why 

There are so many theories today about baptism, so I must be careful 

here. By itself, Romans chapter 6 is not meant to be Paul’s treaty of 

baptism. Paul is not teaching baptism here in a doctrinal way. He is 

teaching the ethical implication of a person who was baptized. This is 

crucial for us to see. Yet, because of the misunderstanding in so many of 

our churches, I feel like it is important that we stop and analyze what Paul 

thought we had already put together. I want you to take note and after 

this lesson, ask yourself if you get it. If you don’t get it, stay with it until 

you do because it is vitally important. We will look at baptism with four 

questions in mind: who, when, how, and why. 

1. Who should be baptized? 

I am not going to say this to make anyone mad; I will say this to teach you 

the Word of God. The Bible teaches that the only people who should be 

baptized are people who are already believers in Christ. There is no 

scriptural evidence for a person of any age to be baptized other than a 

person who is of the age of belief. Mark 16:16 says: 

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 

believe will be condemned.” 



Jesus tells us here who should be baptized; only believers. If you are not a 

believer, it absolutely does no good to get baptized.  

In Acts 18, Paul is preaching the gospel in Corinth and many people 

believed. Then verse 8 says: 

“…And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.” 

In Acts 16, Paul and Silas are praising God at midnight in prison. The doors 

open, and the Philippian jailer is shaking for his life. When he realizes Paul 

and Silas are still there, he asks a question in verse 30: 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  And they said, “Believe in the Lord 

Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”  

The Bible teaches that at the same hour of the night, as believers, the 

jailer washed their stripes and then he and his family were baptized.  

In Acts 8, Phillip is out in the desert and meets an Ethiopian who is reading 

in Isaiah and he joins himself to the chariot. Phillip preaches Jesus from 

Isaiah 53. Evidently he gave a full gospel presentation because the 

Ethiopian sees water in the desert, and the last place you expect to see 

water is in the desert. But when he sees the water, he asks: 

“…what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest 

with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” (KJV) 

If you are not a believer, baptism has no meaning. Baptism is to be 

administered to believers only. Because at the moment of belief, a sinner is 

transformed into a saint of God and all of his past, present, and future sin 

is forgiven. That sinner is made right with God at the moment of faith. 

There is absolutely no reason for a person to get into the water of baptism 

if they are not right with God based on faith in Jesus Christ!  

 

 



 A Believer’s Testimony (presented by the Gideon’s 

International) 

But at the moment of faith, something radically happens. A sinner dies and 

a new saint of God arises, just like Carrie Kristie. Listen to her story as she 

came under the hearing of the Word of God: “Is it possible to be a lost 

person and a good Samaritan, or an atheist and a good Samaritan? Carrie 

Christie says yes, absolutely it is. Her mother was a good person, but 

Carrie’s entire family was agnostics or atheists. In 1974, Carrie was with 

her mother on a business trip. She went to a motel room where she found 

a Gideon Bible. She had never read or seen anything like that in her life 

and she started to read. Four years after she said she stole that Bible, (she 

didn’t really steal it; it was there for that reason), she read it in secret from 

her mother. When she went to the University of Georgia, she was invited 

to an evangelistic service where she heard the true Word of God. She gave 

her heart and life to Jesus Christ. That very night she told them she must 

be baptized right then. They had to go out and hunt a place for her that 

had a hot tub or bath tub that was large enough to baptize her that night. 

She was radically changed. God used Carrie to lead almost her entire 

family to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, including the atheistic, good 

Samaritan mother who was dying of cancer. Praise God that Carrie died to 

sin and became a new creature in Christ on that night that she found out 

what the Word of God really meant.” 

The Word of God is preached, and when a sinner hears the Word under 

the conviction of the Holy Spirit, and responds by faith, at that moment, 

the sinner dies to sin. They become a brand new person in Christ. They 

move out of Adam into Christ.  

2. When should a believer be baptized?  

I will just say, A.S.A.P; as soon as possible. I do not want to ridicule 

anyone’s past baptism, but this next statement will make us all accountable 

for ourselves, our family, and the way we do evangelism. Scripture teaches 

and commands upon becoming a disciple of Christ that we get baptized. All 



throughout the book of Acts, when people believed, they got baptized. 

Some of us were raised in churches that missed it. We would wait until 

Spring revivals were over and got everyone saved that were supposed to 

be saved that Spring, and then somewhere in the distant future, we would 

gather as many together as we could and have a baptism. It was almost as 

if baptism was not worth the trouble or the time unless we had a bunch! 

That does not mean you are not baptized if you did it that way. But that is 

not the New Testament example. The New Testament example is if a 

person comes to faith in 2009, they do not wait until 2011 to get baptized. 

You do not get saved in July and wait until the next February to be 

baptized. Baptism is to immediately follow faith as soon as possible. You 

will understand why the when is so important when we get to the why. But 

before the why, is how.  

3. How is a believer to be baptized?  

Is there a proper way to do it? The answer is yes. It is by being immersed, 

being submerged, being plunged, or being dipped into water. You will not 

find that definition if you look it up in Webster’s Dictionary. It will present 

baptism as a religious ceremony administered by sprinkling, pouring, or 

immersion. But according to a Greek dictionary, biblical baptism comes 

from the word baptizo. This comes from the root word bapto, which 

means “to dip, to immerse, to plunge, to submerge.” The English word 

baptism sounds like the Greek word baptizo because the English word 

was never translated; it was transliterated. Our modern scholars boast that 

we are getting more accurate to the written Word of God with our newer 

translations, yet none ever translate the Greek word baptizo. They always 

refer to the English word “baptism” or “baptized.” I can understand that in 

the translation authorized by the king in the 1600’s, when they came to the 

word meaning “to dip, plunge, or submerge,” the Church already had a 

history of sprinkling or pouring. The king had not been submerged, he had 

been poured. He was paying for the translation, so he had a dilemma. 

Therefore, he had it transliterated. They made up a new word. That is how 

we got the English word “baptism.” If the Greek word had been translated 



correctly, we would not attend a Baptist Church. It would have been a 

Dipping Church! That is the exact meaning of the word. Baptism identifies 

us with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, It tells the world 

that the sinner has died and the old man has been buried and a new man 

got up. So what would best represent that; sprinkling, pouring, or dipping? 

It would be dipping or immersing.  

The who are believers only. The when is as soon as possible. The how is 

by dipping or immersion. The key is why. 

4. Why should a believer be baptized? 

Before we begin, I want to say that I have gotten past a verse against 

verse Bible study. This is where I give a verse that supports what I believe 

and someone else gives another verse to support what they believe. Then I 

counter them with another verse and vice versa. I add up all of my verses 

and believe I have more than they do. So I feel like I have to make a 

choice and go with those verses. That is what I call Scripture against 

Scripture. I do not believe the Word of God was written that way. I am 

now mature enough in my faith that I am out of that stage of study. I 

believe the Church should aspire to take Scripture with Scripture and see 

what it presents about every doctrine and theme that is taught to us. 

When we take all of those verses and put them together in their entirety, 

then they will teach, in context, the proper view of something.  

Now, why should a believer be baptized? Why did God give us baptism? 

After taking all of Scripture about baptism and putting it together, I believe 

that in the physical act of baptism, a believer identifies the faith they have 

for salvation in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In other 

words:  

A believer, upon baptism in water by immersion, identifies that 

the faith they have is in the death, burial, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ.  



Because of faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, I 

believe that at the moment of faith, I am dead to sin and alive to God. So 

when I go down into the waters of baptism, I am identifying that the old 

man, before faith, no longer exists. He is dead, and in baptism, I am 

putting him to death; I am burying him. When I come up out of the water, 

I am saying that based on faith in Jesus Christ, I am not who I used to be. 

I am a brand new person in Christ. I am not dead to God anymore; I am 

alive to God and dead to the power of sin! 

Identity Marker 

I think many of us have been wrong in believing that the way you profess 

your faith is by walking an aisle and standing before a congregation. I do 

not believe you biblically identify faith by telling a bunch of people you 

have been saved. You tell people you have been saved by getting into the 

water of baptism and demonstrating and identifying that your salvation 

rests in a Savior who died, was buried, and rose again. And you are now a 

new person because of Him.  

While baptism has symbolism in it, it is far more than a symbol. If you only 

view your baptism as a symbol, you will never understand it in its truthful 

meaning in your life, and you will minimize it. You will lead a person to 

Christ and will never talk to them about being baptized. You will think they 

can do their own thing and then get mature enough to eventually get 

baptized so they can join a church. You will never find in the Bible that the 

reason for baptism is to join a local group of believers. You will never find 

in the Bible that the reason you baptize someone is to change their 

denomination. It is never presented that way in Scripture. It is presented 

as your identity marker. The way you identify faith in Christ is by going 

down into the waters of biblical baptism.  

As a matter of fact, I think it is hard today to recreate true biblical baptism. 

Most of the people who need to see us get baptized never see it. We really 

should be doing our baptisms on the parking lot of Wal-Mart. We should do 

them at our jobs. Can you imagine that sinner who has come to faith in 



Jesus, and then someone explaining the water is the representation of 

death, burial, and resurrection? In front of all of those guys he has drank 

and told jokes with, old Johnny goes down into the water and then comes 

up. Then everyone will know old Johnny is dead and now there is a new 

Johnny. Now they will just wait to see if old Johnny really is dead and 

really brand new. 

 When you read the language of Romans chapter 6, and the baptism 

passages of Galatians 3:27 and Colossians 2:12, which is the meat of Paul’s 

theological exposition of baptism, you will come to realize this is more than 

a symbol. It is an identity marker.  

You may think I am using some liberty by saying this. But the Bible says in 

1 Corinthians 10:1-2: 

“For I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the 

cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in 

the cloud and in the sea,…” 

“Baptized” is the same Greek word used as in Romans, Galatians and 

Colossians when Paul says “baptized into Jesus.”  The only difference is the 

person they are baptized into. I respect those people who believe baptism 

is the point of justification, but that is not biblical. If you were raised to 

believe that you get right with God at the moment of baptism, you have 

been raised wrong. Baptism is not your point of justification. Baptism is not 

an act that puts you into Christ.  

Reference to Christ’s Death 

But then some will wonder about Romans 6:3 where the Bible says: 

“For as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

His death.” 

Then in 1 Corinthians 10:2, when the Apostle Paul taught that when the 

children of Israel came under the cloud and went into the sea, will you 

believe that each of them literally got into Moses and he alone walked 



across the sea because everyone was in him? You see, it is the same 

phrase that is used in Romans 6. As that act did not literally put them in 

Moses, neither does the act of baptism literally put you in Christ. In 1 

Corinthians, the people were baptized into Moses by identifying with his 

leadership by coming under the cloud and walking into the sea. The 

baptism identified them with his leadership. As a matter of fact, when they 

went into the water, they did not even get wet. This isn’t a literalism. 

When you get baptized into Christ, you are being baptized with reference 

to Christ, not to get into Him. Your baptism references who Christ is in His 

death, burial, and resurrection. Baptism is a reference to death, Christ’s 

death; your death with Him. If you got baptized and it had no reference to 

the saving benefits of the death of Christ, you just got wet! We get 

baptized to identify that the saving benefits of Christ, which comes to us by 

faith, is what we are trusting in. 

 Putting on Christ 

Does that mean baptism is not important because it doesn’t save? No! It is 

important because Galatians 3:26-27 says: 

“…for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of 

you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 

When I got into the waters after my salvation, someone else was baptizing 

me but I was doing something; this is in the aorist middle tense. Aorist 

middle tense means there is a definite action that happened and the 

subject is acting upon himself. So, in being baptized by another to 

reference your salvation in Christ, you are putting on Christ! You are saying 

to the world, I am who I am based on the work of another, and that 

another is Jesus Christ! This is why in Acts 10:47, Peter can ask the 

question: 

“Can any man forbid water that these should not be baptized, who have 

received the Holy Spirit just like we?” 



There were Gentiles who had received the Holy Spirit, and they were to be 

baptized because they had received the Spirit. According to Ephesians 

1:13, you receive the Spirit at the moment of faith, and faith comes when 

you hear the gospel of your salvation. In Acts 19:1-5, Paul comes upon 

some disciples who were following Christ and he can tell they do not have 

the Spirit within them. He asked them if they had received the Spirit when 

they believed. They told him they had not even heard that there is a Spirit. 

So he asked them what they had been baptized into. In other words, if you 

don’t have the Spirit, then why did you get baptized? Baptism doesn’t 

happen to cause you to get the Spirit; you get baptized because you have 

got the Spirit. This is why Peter can say in 1 Peter 3:21: 

“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the 

putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 

toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:…” (KJV) 

When a person accepts Christ, their conscience is clear and good. It is now 

right with God and it leads the believer to go down into the baptismal 

waters and say to the world that they are not who they used to be. The 

sinner is dead and they are now a child of God!  

I don’t want to minimize baptism, but Paul writes in Corinthians 1:17: 

“For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel…” 

There were a lot of people in Corinth who got worked up and thought they 

were following Paul, or Apollos, or another. So Paul asked them whose 

name they got baptized in. Was it his name they were baptized in? He 

wanted them to see that it was Christ’s name. Then he said he didn’t 

baptize any of them, but then corrected himself and said he had baptized 

two or three of them. But then he thanked God he didn’t baptize any but 

those, for Christ didn’t send him to baptize.  

If your baptism was your point of salvation or justification, do you believe 

that Paul would ever have said that Christ didn’t send him to baptize? No, 

Paul said that Christ sent him to preach the gospel. In the preaching of the 



gospel, the Holy Spirit opens your eyes to see the truth of who Christ is. 

When that happens and you become a believer, immediately, A.S.A.P., you 

go down into the water and identify. It is not to join a church, (though that 

is a benefit of it) but to declare that your faith for salvation is not in you; it 

is in Jesus Christ.  

If you got saved at 12 but didn’t get baptized until you were 21, then 

praise God you were baptized. But do not let your kids make the same 

mistake. When you lead your family and friends to Christ, tell them to 

identify with Him by believer’s baptism. If you were baptized as an infant 

and you are a believer, or if you were not immersed at your baptism, then 

you need to be baptized. James 4:17 says: 

“To him therefore that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 

sin.” 

From this moment on, we have no reason to continue in the old way of 

thinking. We must be biblically based. Never get caught up in the 

argument of whether baptism is necessary for salvation. It is necessary, 

but not for justification. That happens at the moment of faith, but 

sanctification starts at the moment of justification. Baptism is necessary in 

the life of the sanctification of a believer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


