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Scripture 

“Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we 

be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 

reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation.” 

 

My hope is that by the end of this lesson, you feel the weight of the 

phrase, “much more” which Paul used in these verses. I would like for you 

to truly understand that you are much more secure in Jesus Christ.  

Paul has been addressing salvation in verses 1-8. He has told us that we 

have been justified by faith through Christ, which means that we have 

peace with God. We have learned that God’s love for us did not originate in 

us. It was not that we were so good, or so good-looking that God decided 

to love us. His love originated in Himself. It was not anything that we did, 

but what God did for us in our salvation. Indeed, He loved us while we 

were weak, and while we were sinners.  

In the verses we just read, Paul is not only looking at our past salvation, he 

is also looking at our future salvation. Scripture talks about salvation in 

three tenses. There is a past, present, and future tense of salvation.  



 Past Tense: Justification 

We say that in the past you were saved if you are a believer. We call that 

justification. You were justified through His blood and made right with God. 

Justification is what happened in the past in your salvation.  

 Present Tense: Sanctification 

But the Bible also speaks of your ongoing process of salvation. You are, 

right now, being saved. This is called sanctification. God is making you 

more and more like Jesus Christ. 

 Future Tense: Glorification 

But there is also a third tense that Paul picks up here. It is the future 

tense, which is glorification. In other words, we will be saved in the end. In 

the end, when God judges the world, when He pours out His wrath, 

believers will be saved from that. We will not experience hell, instead we 

will get a new body and we will live with God forever in Heaven.  

 

Now, here is the insecurity. We know the past, and we are living in the 

present, but we are unsure about the future. If you are a believer, you 

remember you were justified in the past, and you know that. And right 

now, if you are a believer, you can feel that God is active in your life. He is 

working out sanctification, and you know that. But our insecurity is, what 

about the future? I do not know the future because I am not living the 

future. So, is there a chance that maybe somehow between now and then, 

can I lose my salvation? Can I do something that would cause God to turn 

His love from me? Is there a certain sin that I can commit? Maybe I could 

lose faith in Christ? This is where we have some insecurities as believers; 

this thought of not knowing about the future. Paul is addressing that very 

issue in this text. He does not want believers to fear the future. He wants 

us to be absolutely certain that He, who began a good work in us, will 

bring it to completion on the day of Jesus Christ. He does not want our 



faith to be in us, but to be in Jesus Christ. Our faith should be in Christ 

alone, who died for us. It is Him who started this, and it is Him who will 

finish this. Paul tells us in these 3 verses that we are much more secure in 

Christ.  

Verse 9 says, “Since, therefore.” Now we know we need to look above this 

verse to see what it is there for. I think Paul is drawing from verse 1 in 

chapter 5, which says, “We have been justified by faith, (which means) we 

have peace with God.” We have peace with God because we are justified. 

Paul will add to that and not only say that we have peace with God right 

now, but we have peace with God for all of eternity. Paul is going to do 

this with a very logical argument. He uses a Jewish hermeneutic, which 

was called arguing from greater to lesser. In other words, if the absolutely 

hardest thing had been done, then the lesser thing will surely also be done. 

In our case, Paul’s logic is that if God, by the death of His Son, has saved 

us while we were enemies; how much more is He going to keep us saved, 

through the life of His Son, now that we are His friends? His logic is that 

God has done the absolutely hardest thing, and He will do the easy thing, 

which is to keep His friends saved unto the end.  

The famous scholar, Martin Lloyd Jones, says that verses 9-10 are the most 

powerful argument in respect to assurance of salvation, which we call 

security of the believer, in all of Scripture. He said they are the most 

logical, airtight argument for security of the believer in all of Scripture. We 

will see Paul’s logical argument for the security of the believer, and then 

we will look at application. Why does this doctrine matter? Why is it 

important that we know it and believe it? And then we will look at some 

self-examination. Am I secure in Christ?  

 Paul’s Logical Argument 

Paul is going to give some background information. He will give us a 

backdrop so that we feel the weight of this argument. Paul says we were 

enemies of God…now think about that for just a moment. Let that kind of 

set in, feel the weight of that. We were God’s enemy. I know when I made 



that statement that some of you already tuned it out. You thought, I have 

never been an enemy of God. We think about an enemy as someone who 

is an active enemy. If I was your enemy, we would say that I am an active 

enemy. For example, when I see you I would call you names or make fun 

of you. I might run your name down, key your car, steal your money, or 

get into a fight with you. I am doing something to you, and you know that 

I do not like you very much. I am actively being mean and I am your 

enemy. Now, some of you are thinking that you have never been that way 

towards God! I have never been an enemy of His! As a matter of fact, God 

is not really even on my radar. I do not even think about God the majority 

of the time. I do not have a problem with God, and I do not do anything to 

God. Romans chapter 1 identifies this as being a passive enemy of God. I 

think it is important to understand that at one time we all were a passive 

enemy of God. Romans 1:21 says, “For although they knew God, they did 

not honor Him or give thanks to Him.” Being a passive enemy of God 

means that since birth, we pretty much ignored God. Life was all about us. 

Even though we could look out and see that God created the universe, the 

planets, the earth, our body, and all these things we enjoy, we enjoyed 

those things and never gave thanks to God, or gave honor to Him, and we 

did not worship Him. This is how we were a passive enemy of God.  

Let me try to illustrate this. Imagine that you invite me over to your home 

for dinner. You are excited about this because we have not really gotten to 

talk that much and you really want to get to know me better. You spend all 

day fixing this wonderful meal for us to enjoy. You have planned out all of 

these fun activities for after dinner. We are going to have a blast! So I get 

there at the appointed time and as soon as you open the door, I walk right 

past you because I can smell the food. It smells good, so I got straight to 

the buffet line. You have created a feast for me! I get a plate and walk 

through the line, and I am just piling stuff on my plate. It is just huge and 

I cannot wait! Instead of going to the dining room table, which you have 

beautifully set, I walk over to your Lazy-Boy because I know that UK is 

playing. I sit down and kick my feet up, put my plate in my lap, grab your 



remote, turn on the game, and zone in to the game. Half-time comes 

around and I decide I need to run to the store for a minute, so I grab your 

keys, get into your car, run to the store, and pick up a few things. I speed 

back to your house so I can make it back for the 2nd half.  I grab some 

dessert, finish the game, and turn the TV off. I turn around and walk out 

your door and leave, and I never even said hi to you. I never even 

acknowledged you. I never even said thanks to you. Can you imagine how 

insulted you would be? Can you imagine how angry you would be? I mean, 

you have done all of this stuff for me, and I did not even acknowledge you, 

or give thanks to you! Now, imagine if you were God and you created me. 

You created all of the things I enjoy, and I did the same thing and never 

acknowledged You. Scripture says that at one time we were all a passive 

enemy of God. But not only that, we were also a very active enemy of God. 

We willingly sinned against God. We knew His commandments, we knew 

His Law. Even our own hearts bear witness that there is a Law of God. We 

have this conscience that tells us the right and wrong thing to do, but we 

willingly choose the wrong things. We disobey His Word, and we disobey 

God. So we were a passive and an active enemy of God. Paul wants us to 

feel the weight of this. He wants us to feel his logical argument.  

Not only were we enemies of God, but he also alludes to the fact that God 

was an enemy of us. Paul says that Jesus is saving us “from the wrath of 

God.” This alludes to the fact that God is displeased. God is also an enemy 

of us, He has wrath towards us. Paul has already told us this in Romans 

2:5: “But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up 

wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will 

be revealed.” Paul is speaking of a future day when God’s judgment and 

wrath will pour out on sinful humanity, on His very enemies. Paul is telling 

us that in our rebellion, we are an enemy of God; and in His wrath, God is 

an enemy to us. God is holy, God is just, and God is good. Sin is against 

His nature, so He has to be wrathful toward sin if He is going to be just. 

We have this big problem, this huge obstacle for God to overcome for our 

salvation. We are His enemy and He is our enemy. As we begin to see the 



backdrop of this, we can start to gaze upon the great thing God did for us. 

Remember, Paul is making a logical argument. His argument is from the 

greater to the lesser, and as we feel the weight of this, I want us to see 

the great thing God did for us. It is found verse 9 where Paul tells us that 

God justified us as enemies through the blood of His Son. That is what God 

did for us. He justified us through the blood of His Son. That is the hard 

thing God did for us. Now let’s think for a moment about how that was 

accomplished.  

First of all, the 2nd person of the Godhead, the eternal Word, who we know 

as Jesus Christ, had to humble Himself and become a man. He had to 

humble Himself, He had to limit Himself, and He had to be born of a virgin 

as a little baby. He had to grow up just like us. He was tempted in every 

way, just like we were, except He never sinned, not one time. Jesus lived a 

human life, without sin, tempted just like we were. Then, at the end of His 

life, Jesus suffered death on a cross for us. If you remember that scene, 

He was scourged and beaten by men. We know from Isaiah 53 that those 

stripes He took were for us. They were on our behalf. He suffered 

crucifixion, one of the worst deaths known to man. It is where we get our 

English word, excruciating. That is how painful the crucifixion was that 

Jesus underwent for our salvation. Not only did He suffer physically, but He 

suffered under the very wrath of God. He bore our sins in His body on the 

tree, as 1 Peter tells us. God poured His wrath out on Jesus. Jesus became 

the propitiation. He absorbed the very wrath of God, and He paid our 

penalty for sin in full. Death is our penalty for sin because “the wages of 

sin is death.” Jesus died for sin; He was separated from His Father on our 

behalf. He paid the penalty through death. That is how we have been 

justified, that is how we have been made right.  

Notice we were made right through the blood of Jesus. It was not our good 

works, our baptism, or anything that we did. We were justified through His 

blood. Now, we are going to feel the weight of this argument. The greater 

thing that God did was to justify you. While you were His enemy, He sent 

His Son to die for you, to justify you, to make you right with Himself. That 



is the hard thing God did for you. It is a logical argument. If God did the 

hard thing, He is going to do the easy thing, or the lesser thing. The lesser 

thing is saving His friends, by the life of His Son, from His future wrath. 

Can you feel how much easier this is for God to do? The easy thing is for 

God to keep His friends saved by the life of His Son.  

I think Hebrews 7:25 helps us to understand what exactly is being said. 

The writer of Hebrews says, “Consequently, He is able to save to the 

uttermost those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives 

to make intercession for them.” Do you feel that? How are we saved to the 

uttermost? How does God know we are going to be saved to the 

uttermost? It is because Jesus is alive, that is how we know! Our salvation 

is in the person of Jesus Christ alone! Jesus saved us, He is keeping us 

saved, and we will stay saved because Jesus is still alive. The only fear for 

us as believers when it comes to losing our salvation is if Jesus Christ dies. 

The only way a true believer can lose their salvation is if Jesus dies. Can 

we all agree that is not going to happen? Our salvation is not in us. It is 

not that you started this thing and you justify yourself through words, or 

you are staying saved through your works. No, Jesus justified you, He is 

saving you now, and He is going to keep you saved because your salvation 

is in the person of Jesus Christ. Your faith is in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Did you see this logical argument? If God has done the hard thing, how 

much more is He going to do the easy thing? I want to read these two 

verses again, and I want you to really feel the weight of that little phrase, 

“much more.” Let this bear heavy on your heart, and feel much more 

secure as we read this. 

“Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we 

be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 

reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.” 

If Christ died to save us while we were enemies, how much more is He 

going to live for us as friends, and keep us in this glorious salvation? If God 

has done the hard thing, He will do the easy thing, which is to keep you 



saved until the end. He will keep you saved from His future wrath. I think 

Paul’s argument is airtight. We, as believers, are secure. How secure? We 

are much more secure. So what is the application to this? Why does it 

matter that we believe this biblical doctrine of security of the believer? We 

will cover 3 points. 

 This doctrine teaches us that salvation is in Christ alone.  

Jesus is our salvation. It is not good works we do, it is not something 

you are doing right now; it is Jesus Christ. He is your salvation. The 

question is who is your faith in? Is it in you, or is it in Jesus? Jesus made 

you right. He died, He justified you, and He is keeping you right through 

His life. Do you see how magnified Jesus is in salvation? Do you see 

how raised up He is? It is all about Him. Ephesians 1 says, “To the 

praise of His glory.” It is all about Jesus. He is keeping us secure. He is 

doing it all. 

 We did not earn it, so we cannot lose it.  

It is pretty logical. If you have been taught that you can lose your 

salvation, then you have to believe that you are keeping your salvation. 

When you boil it down, this means you are really justified through your 

works, and not through the blood of Christ. Paul has already made the 

point, “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in His 

sight,” as he said in chapter 3, verse 20. So if we cannot justify ourselves 

by works, why in the world do we get the idea that we can stay justified 

through works? It does not even make sense. We were justified through 

Christ, and we remain justified through Christ. We did not earn it, so we 

cannot lose it. 

 Security of the believer causes us to live in love, and not for love.  

I am thinking of the illustration of dating verses marriage. I remember 

when I was dating Katie. I was always trying to earn her love. That is what 

we do when we are dating, right? We want to earn the other person’s love. 

Now because I was trying to earn her love, it caused me to be completely 



self-absorbed. I was always focused on me. How do I look? Is she going to 

like this? How am I dressed? What should I say when I see her? Should I 

wash me truck? Do I need to brush my teeth? It was all about me and 

what I would do to make her love me. I was completely self-absorbed. It 

completely changed once we got married. Now I am not trying to earn her 

love, instead I am living in her love. The difference is, instead of being 

focused on me, I am now more focused on her. Instead of always looking 

at myself, now I am suddenly seeing that she looks good! I am looking at 

her hair instead of my hair. I am looking at what she is wearing, and I am 

trying to clean her car. It is all about her now because I am not so self-

absorbed in what I am doing. I know that she loves me, so I quit worrying 

about me and start worrying about her. I can start looking at her, and be 

amazed by her.  

You see, it is the difference in trying to earn love, or living in love. I think 

security of the believer allows us to focus more on God than ourselves. It 

makes a switch from reading my Bible so that God will love me, because it 

is all about me. I am doing this, how many times a day should I do it, and 

how long should I do it, and so we do not focus on God. When we learn 

and believe security of the believer, all of a sudden I am reading my Bible 

because God loves me, and I want to know more about Him. My Scripture 

reading is now about God instead of me. In evangelism, I am no longer 

sharing my faith thinking, I have to get some points with God; I was really 

bad this week and I need to share the gospel with someone because I 

need to make myself right. You see, that is all about me. When we believe 

that we are much more secure, all of a sudden, evangelism is about God 

loving me. I have a relationship with Him; let me tell you about my God 

because He is great. It changes our focus from being me focused to God 

focused.  

Now, security of the believer gets some bad press. We, as Baptist, 

sometimes catch some slack for believing security of the believer. People 

assume we are saying that if a person walks an aisle and says a prayer 

when they are 10, walks out and never attends Church or has a hunger for 



God, and then goes on to live a completely sinful life for 50 or 60 years, we 

believe that person is going to Heaven when he dies. Why? It is because 

we say, “Once saved, always saved.”  I just want to say that we do not 

believe that. That is not security of the believer. That is security of the aisle 

walker. That is security of praying a prayer. That is not security of the 

believer. I believe that in this scenario, that person is going to wake up in 

hell. It is not because they lost their salvation, but because they never had 

salvation. Salvation changes things, because salvation is a big deal. 

Salvation is a God-thing where He supernaturally changes a person. Ezekiel 

says that God gives us a new heart. God puts His Spirit within us so that 

we will obey Him. We will lovingly obey Him. It is a complete change of 

nature in which you will be different. If you are justified, you will be 

different. That is what we believe. A true believer who has experienced 

that salvation will be secure until the end because that salvation is 

wrapped up in Jesus Christ. 

Let’s close with some self-examination. If we believe in security of the 

believer, how do you know whether or not you, personally, are secure? 

How do you know that you are a believer? I think verse 11 is very helpful 

in this. “More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” Paul’s point is 

that true believers have a passion for God. They love God, and they rejoice 

in God. The “we” in the verse has been reconciled. You have been made 

right with God. You are a friend of God and are brought into a right 

relationship with Him. This means you now love God. You have seen God 

for the treasure that He is, and now your very heart, your very nature, the 

very core of who you are, loves God with all of your heart, soul, and mind. 

If you are a believer, you have a passion for God. You have a passion for 

His Kingdom. You have a passion for His people. You rejoice in it, and you 

love it. You are not coming to Church thinking about what you have to do 

so that God will love you. You want to hear about God because He is so 

great! He is the treasure of your life. You love Him more than golf, more 



than football, and more than your wife and kids. I rejoice in God! I love 

God! God is my passion!  

I remember when this happened to me. For years and years I thought I 

was a believer. Then at 20 years old, God saved me. Do you know how I 

know? He showed me my sin and I repented, and all of a sudden I saw 

Him. I realized that God was the treasure! God, You are the greatest thing 

in the universe, and I will live the rest of my life loving You, and living for 

Your glory! You are grand, You are beautiful, and You are great! You are 

my passion in life!  

Is that you? Can you say that? Do you feel that passion for God? If you do, 

God’s message for us is to tell us that we are secure. You are much more 

secure, because God is the One that did it. It was Jesus who died for you. 

It is Jesus who is living for you. It is Jesus who is going to keep you until 

the end. If that is not you, if you do not have a passion for God, then 

Paul’s conclusion is that you are not part of the “we.” You are not in that 

group, which means that if you have said a prayer 20 years ago, and you 

had no change of life, no fruit, no love for God, it is not that you lost your 

salvation, it is evident that you never had salvation. God’s Word to you is 

to come to Him and receive this glorious salvation. Come to Him for the 

treasure He is, and look at what He did for you. He justified you through 

the death of His Son. Repent, and believe. He will love you until the end.  

Let us feel the weight of Paul’s phrase, “much more.” How secure are we? 

We are much more because we are no longer enemies, but we are now 

friends. How much does God love His friends? It is more than He loves His 

enemies. How much is God going to save His friends? It is much more than 

He saved His enemies. How secure are we as friends, as reconciled people 

to God? We are much more secure. Instead of living to earn God’s love, 

let’s live in God’s love, with a passion for Him and His glory.  


