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Living in a capitalistic country of the United States of America, I am sure 

you have noticed that when we purchase things of great value, they 

usually come with a warranty or a guarantee. As a matter of fact, 

sometimes advertisers are so confident about the workmanship of their 

product that in their advertisement they tell us it comes with a 3 year, 

36,000 mile warranty. We understand that a warranty is a guarantee. 

When you purchase something of value, you sometimes associate the 

value with the kind of warranty that comes with it. In other words, who is 

backing that warranty? We understand that a warranty is really nothing but 

a promise. A promise is not any better than the company or the person 

behind the promise.  

As we turn to Romans 4, I would like to talk to you again about the 

promise, except I want to remind you that the promise comes with a 

lifetime guarantee. I want us to see this last argument of Paul in its 

entirety. 

Scripture 

“For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 

world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For 

if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 

promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no 

transgression. That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 

on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring--not only to the adherent of the 



law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 

all, as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations"--in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist. In hope he believed against hope, that 

he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, "So shall 

your offspring be." He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own 

body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or 

when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No distrust made him 

waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 

glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 

That is why his faith was "counted to him as righteousness." But the words "it 

was counted to him" were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will 

be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 

who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.” 

 

Have you ever been telling a story and get interrupted? Maybe the 

interruption lasted for a long while and then it came time for you to finish 

the story. Perhaps you had already told the main story and were now 

giving an illustration, or sealing the truth. But because you have lost the 

focus, and people’s minds have been on something else, do you ever think 

let’s just go on to something else? That is kind of how I feel this morning. 

We have been interrupted, by my choice, for several weeks. We have been 

talking about other things besides Romans. We were in the middle of Paul 

illustrating a truth, and you have probably forgotten the truth and the 

illustration. We are going to try to pick this up after the interruption, so we 

need to remind ourselves of where we are. 

We are in the middle of an illustration that Paul is using to teach about the 

truth he taught in Romans 3:21-26. If you will remember, that truth was 

followed up on another truth that he started this letter with. That truth is 

that it does not matter whether you are a Jew or a Gentile; Paul concluded 

that all men who have ever been born of woman are under the power of 

sin. And there is absolutely no way, whether as a Gentile with the law as 



your conscience, or as a Jew with the Law from Moses, that you can earn a 

right relationship with God. So after nailing this truth that all men are in 

sin, he switches in verse 21 to tell us that now the righteousness of God 

has been revealed. Now if you will remember, the righteousness of God 

here is referring to God revealing a way by which man, who is in sin, can 

be made right with Him, who is holy. He tells us right off the bat that this 

righteousness is through faith in Jesus Christ, and it is to all who believe in 

Him. It is to all because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 

God. I have told you before that I believe Romans 3:21-26 is the core truth 

Paul is teaching to the Romans, and everything else just enhances that 

truth. That truth is that a sinner is made right with God, justified, and 

comes into a right relationship with God on the basis of God’s grace. Paul 

says, “Freely”. Remember, in the Greek that word means “to be without 

cause or without cost”. In other words, the right relationship that a sinner 

has with God is by God’s grace, but that grace is without cost to the sinner, 

and without cause in the sinner. Then Paul asks by what basis can God, by 

grace, bring a sinner into a right relationship with him? The basis is 

“through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as 

a propitiation by His blood”. The reason God can be gracious toward us, 

and bestow His enabling power on us, is because in Jesus, on the cross, 

God dealt with what was wrong with man, and that is man’s sin. God took 

the accumulated sin of the world, past, present, and future sin, and put it 

on Jesus. And a holy God judged Jesus in our place, and He bore the wrath 

of almighty God! He faced our eternal separation from God. So the basis of 

your salvation is in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We 

receive this right relationship by faith. Faith is not mere intellect; it is a 

matter of the mind, the heart, and the will. Faith means to commit to, to 

trust in, to rely upon, to adhere to, and to cling to. God did what He did in 

Christ to show the world that God is righteous when He declares a sinner 

right with Him. Paul knew this was a concept that was going to blow his 

audience out of the water. Even though they were an infant church, he 

knew that there was a measure of Jews that were being influenced by the 

gospel. So Paul uses an illustration.  



Illustrations are usually like windows that let light in. He gives an 

illustration of Abraham to show how this is true. I marvel at this. You 

would think that if the Apostle Paul was going to illustrate a New 

Testament truth in the New Testament, he would use a New Testament 

illustration. When he illustrates this truth of our salvation by grace through 

faith, he illustrates it with an Old Testament person, revealing there was 

not a change in the plan or way of salvation in the New Testament. Do you 

understand this? After I came to Hardin and was teaching for several 

months, I had a man come up to me and say, “But now Bro Ricky, you 

understand that people in the Old Testament were saved differently than 

people in the New Testament.” I am sorry, but as a young pastor I had to 

take issue with that. I hope you are not here thinking there was a plan in 

the Old that has been replaced by a plan in the New. That is not true. As a 

matter of fact, if that was true, the New Testament would never use an Old 

Testament person as an example of saving faith. To illustrate to the Jews, 

primarily in Rome, that salvation is by God’s grace through faith, he uses 

Abraham. Now if you remember, we have already discussed the first 2 

parts of the illustration. Paul said, in using Abraham, Abraham was not 

made right with God based on his works. Then he said, neither was he 

made right with God based on his circumcision. Now in this part, we are 

going to introduce you to Paul saying, neither was he made right with God 

by keeping the Law.  

Let’s remember that Paul is using 3 different arguments to show, without a 

shadow of a doubt, how a sinner comes into a right relationship with God. 

The first argument he uses is that of Scripture. He said now look guys; you 

know Abraham didn’t have anything to boast about in being right with God 

because Scripture said he was brought into a right relationship with God in 

Genesis 15:6. As a matter of fact, Paul just opens up the Word and quotes 

the Scripture.  

Is it not amazing how the Jews could be people of the Book, kind of like 

Baptist? I have told you before that my Granddaddy Bogard taught me that 

when I was a kid. It did not take me long to realize that Baptist are a 



people of the Book, but they really mean is we are people of a person, 

somewhere in our past, who we believe has rightly interpreted the Book, 

and they have told us what the Book says. Therefore, we are following 

what the Book says according to our Papaw, or our Granddaddy, or Dad, or 

pastor. We have to be very careful because they might take that name of 

being a people of the Book away from us. How many of us can go back to 

the Book, and go to truths in context from a passage, and say why we 

believe what we believe, about all we say we believe?  I do not mean to be 

disrespectful to anyone’s granddaddy, or any group of people who may 

have influenced you, but there is the possibility they were wrong. You 

could believe something you think the Book teaches just like the Jews 

thought they knew what the Old Testament taught, when in reality they 

did not have a clue. Let’s make sure we are a people of the Book. And the 

Book says that Abraham was not saved by works, he was saved by faith.  

The second argument Paul uses is circumcision. I have made this term up, 

but I do not call this a Scriptural argument, I call this an historical time 

argument. Circumcision was very important to a Jew because God 

commanded it. When Paul takes us back to salvation by faith, he asks this 

question: When was Abraham made righteous? Was it before or after 

circumcision? The answer is before circumcision. As a matter of fact, the 

Scriptures teach that he came to faith and was made right with God 13 

years before he was circumcised. Do you see the sequence? It is faith and 

then circumcision. If something came 13 years after you were made 

righteous by your faith, then there is no way your circumcision was part of 

your salvation. Therefore, circumcision in the life of Abraham had no 

saving benefit to him because the righteousness he received was by faith.  

Now he goes into the third argument. I call this argument the design 

argument, or the reality argument. Paul says the promise to Abraham 

being the heir of the world did not come through the Law. I am thinking: 

Paul you could really nail this one good if you would just use the same 

argument you have already used. Paul is going to tell the church at Galatia 

that the Law was not given until 430 years after the promise. So if you just 



use circumcision based on the principle of historical time, or the 

chronological order of it being 13 years after his salvation by faith, there is 

no way you could be saved by something that happened 430 years after. 

But he did not use that argument because he knew this was a big deal in 

their life. He cannot dismiss it easily because the Jews knew their physical 

ancestry to Abraham was tied to an unconditional covenant God made with 

Abraham. The Abrahamic Covenant was unconditional. It was not: you 

shall, and then I will; it was: I will, so here is what you will do. Now, when 

God gave the Law to Moses 430 years later, this Mosaic Law was not an 

unconditional covenant that God made to the people of Israel. It was a 

conditional covenant.  In Exodus 19:5-6, God told them if they did this, this 

and this, then I will do this and this, and here is what you will become. 

Therefore, it is a conditional covenant. The Jew struggled with the truth 

because they knew their physical ancestry to Abraham could not be denied 

to them. They knew that every person born from the line of Abraham 

would be a physical descendant of Abraham. But they began to believe 

that their spiritual relationship with God was tied to the Mosaic Covenant 

and having to keep the Law. It was kind of like: yeah God, we are going to 

do our part, and when we do our part, we know You will do Your part. So 

it was a God doing His part, and we do our part kind of thing.  

Now, by the time of the church at Rome, the Judaizers who followed Paul 

everywhere he went were still trying to bring unbelievers under the Law, 

teaching “if you, then God will”. God opens Paul’s eyes to a truth that you 

just do not clearly see in the Old Testament. But in the New Testament 

era, we must believe that Paul was under the leadership of God’s Holy 

Spirit. Paul took the Law and began to teach that the Law and the promise 

cannot exist together. They are what we call “polar opposites”. If you 

begin to think about being made right with God in the terms of Law, then 

the promise is void. That means it is rendered inoperative and faith is 

useless, it is null. If the Law, given 430 years later, is how we receive the 

promise, then the Law nullified the promise to Abraham. So then Paul says 

in verse 15, “For the Law brings wrath”. You see, instead of using the 



historical time argument, he is going to use the design principle to teach 

that it was never the purpose of the Law to bring salvation to anyone. As a 

matter of fact, the purpose and design of the Law is to bring wrath. “For 

where there is no Law, there is no transgression”, meaning where there is 

Law, there is transgression. The point is that if our relationship with God is 

based on Law, and you transgress the Law, then there will be wrath, 

condemnation, and consequence. Now if there is no Law, there is no 

transgression.  

Let’s say I drive my Toyota up to a government building. Now, I realize 

that sidewalks are for walking on and grass is for decoration at a public 

building. I do not think a thing about walking down the sidewalk, going out 

of my way to go up to the door of the municipal building. But every once in 

a while, county governments put a sign out that says “Keep off the grass”. 

I have not even thought about walking on the grass. But now, you know 

what I want to do. I look around and…right across the grass I go. I did not 

even think about walking on the grass until the sign said not to! I might be 

driving my truck down the road having a big time and not even notice how 

fast I am driving. I am breaking no law until I see that sign says 55 mph. I 

see that I am doing 54 mph, and I was happy. But not now, I am now 

aware of my speed and that I really want to drive 64 mph! So I set the 

cruise on 64 mph until I get to the next speed limit sign. It says 70 mph. I 

have been perfectly happy driving 64 mph in a 55 mph zone. Why can I 

not be happy going 64 mph in a 70 mph zone? Why do I not just nudge it 

to 70 mph? You know what I do…yes, I am your pastor, but I still do it 

anyway! If my wife was not with me I would go faster than that! That is 

what law does. It tells you what you cannot do, and inside you want to do 

it. When you do it, you are a transgressor and there is a consequence. Can 

you imagine being on the road with no speed limit? You can go 77 mph 

with no worries because there is no law. If there is no law, there is no 

breaking of the law.  

Paul is showing us that we cannot be saved by Law because the Law does 

not power a man to keep the Law. Law just tells a man what he cannot do. 



Paul says because man has sin inside him, the Law will actually create 

sinful desires within him that he would not know he had if it was not for 

Law. So Paul says there is no way Law can save a man. Then verse 16 will 

actually contrast Law with grace when it says, “That is why…” I think he is 

summing up the argument here. He is saying: based on Scripture, on 

historical time sequences of acts in Abraham’s life, and on the design and 

reality of the Law, that is why the promise depends of faith. Do you get it? 

Paul is using Abraham to illustrate that the only way a person in sin can be 

brought into a right relationship with God is based on the principle of faith. 

Paul is going to tell us why it is by faith: “so that the promise might rest on 

grace”. Why is it faith? It is because faith lets you know that the promise 

(that Abraham will be the heir of the world, that he and all of his offspring 

would be brought into a right relationship with God) rests, is supported by, 

it leans on, grace. Now Paul is right back to grace in Romans 3:21-26. 

Let me remind you that I do not agree with the way grace is presented by 

many people. So when you hear me say grace, please understand what I 

mean. Grace is not just God making something available. I know this will 

sound horrible in our American, capitalist culture, but grace is not equal 

opportunity. It is not just God doing something and then stopping and 

saying it is up to you now. When we study grace in its entire New 

Testament context, we see that it is more than provision. Grace is God’s 

enabling power. Grace includes provision, but in reality it is God’s enabling 

power! We like to say that grace is doing for us what we cannot do for 

ourselves, so that we can now do what He did. Why is the promise 

received by faith? It is so that the promise may rest on grace, on God’s 

enabling power, and “be guaranteed to his offspring”. If our relationship 

with God is based on Law, circumcision, or works, we have no guarantee. 

And you are basically on your own. From human experience, if this were 

true, I can say we are in big, big trouble. If it is based on Law, there is no 

guarantee it will ever be fulfilled! That is why it is grace. It is not based on 

the ability of the sinner keeping the Law; it is based on God’s enabling 



power! Therefore, this promise that we will be co-heirs with Abraham, and 

be heir of the world, is guaranteed to all of his offspring.  

Then he basically goes on to say it does not matter if you are Jew or 

Gentile because Abraham is the father of us all who believe in Jesus. This 

week I previewed the book of Romans in preparation for this study. Some 

things came to my consciousness that I am sure I knew but just did not 

realize it. In verses 16 and 17 Paul says this guarantee to the offspring is 

included in the language when God said to Abraham, “I have made you the 

father of all nations”. It says when this promise was made to Abraham, he 

was actually in the presence of God “who gives life to the dead, and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist”. Paul is saying, (and we know 

this to be true from Galatians) that every believer in Christ is a true child of 

Abraham. To be a true child of Abraham is not dependent on a physical 

birthright to Abraham, but to accept what God says is true about Jesus. 

The moment you accept what is true about Jesus, you become a child of 

Abraham. Because our relationship with God is based on grace through 

faith, this is what God was showing Abraham, but I do not know how much 

of it he saw. But I do know, according to Jesus, Abraham looked forward 

to Christ’ day, and saw it, and was glad.  

You see, there is a sense in which Paul uses offspring to refer to the 

Messiah. But then, because all of us as believers are in Christ, there is a 

sense in which he uses offspring to talk about all of Abraham’s spiritual 

children. God took Abraham out in the night and said look up into the sky 

and that is how many descendants you are going to have, and Abraham 

said āmán, let it be so. At that very moment, God brought that pagan into 

a right relationship with Himself and imputed to him a right relationship 

with God.  We usually read this passage and think that when God showed 

him the stars, He was showing him all of his physical descendants. Here 

was a man who had no children and God was saying that is how many 

physical kids you are going to have. Do you see what Paul is saying? He is 

saying that God really took him and showed him the stars and showed him 

that is how many spiritual kids he would have one day. When God told 



Abraham he was going to have as many kids as there are stars in the 

heaven and sand in the seashore, what God was showing him was you and 

me. He was showing him that this promise that I have made to you, that 

you will be a blessing to all nations, will be fulfilled…so help me God! That 

is why in Genesis 21, when God reestablishes the covenant with Abraham, 

He says, “I swear by Myself”.  

You know that if you are ever in a situation where you have to confirm 

something with a guarantee, you swear by something greater than you. 

That is why we say, “So help me God”. When God swore the covenant with 

Abraham, there was no one greater than Him, so He swore by Himself. 

When He swore by Himself, He was saying if this does not come true, I will 

step down from being God. But as long as I am God, this will come true. 

Abraham’s salvation was guaranteed, not by the integrity of Abraham’s 

faith, it was guaranteed by the integrity of God! Our salvation is also 

guaranteed by the integrity of God being God, and being faithful to what 

He says is true.  

In the physical side of this thing, Abraham believed, the next thing you 

know the promise did not seem to be coming true, so Sarah said take 

Hagar. He took Hagar, and Ishmael was born. Abraham was tickled with 

Ishmael, but God later steps into his life and says (paraphrasing): Hey 

Abraham, do you remember that covenant I told you about? I am going to 

fulfill it, you will have a son. Abe said, I have a son and God said, not that 

son, another son, a son from Sarah. Abe said, God, I am almost 100 years 

old, and my wife is old too. When she was young she could not have a 

child, and you are telling me now that she is old she is going to have a 

child? I could have done this in my younger days, but now at 100, well it’s 

just not possible anymore! My body is dead when it comes to giving forth 

children. God said not Ishmael, but Isaac. The Bible says that Abraham 

“grew in faith”. He had to believe the impossible. He had to believe that his 

wife’s womb, that could not bear a child, and his body, that could not 

procreate a child, could have a child. He had to believe that God must 

know something he doesn’t, and must be able to do something that he can 



only do as God, and that is to give life to a dead body. Paul says the God 

that Abraham believed in “gives life to the dead, and calls into existence 

the things that do not exist.” You are a child of God and an offspring of 

Abraham because we serve a God who can give life to the dead. There 

would not have been an Isaac had God not been a gracious God. You 

would have never come to Christ had God not been a gracious God.  

Do you realize the Bible says in Galatians 4:21-31 that we are not children 

of the bondwoman Hagar, but the children of the freewoman Sarah? Do 

you understand in all actuality, that we as Christians, as children of 

Abraham, are children of promise? Just as there was no way that Abraham 

could give birth to a child because of his deadness, there was no way we 

could come to Christ because of our deadness in sin. Ephesians 2 says 

while we were dead in sin, God made us alive and raised us up with Him. It 

goes on to say He seated us in the heavenlies, in Christ Jesus to show 

forth exceeding riches of His grace in Christ toward us. Then Paul will say 

that famous Christian verse, “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works lest 

anyone should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

unto good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 

them.” But notice that after telling us in Ephesians 2:4-5 that God took us 

who were dead in sin and made us alive with Christ, he then stops and 

says, for by grace you have been saved. It is God’s enabling power that 

birthed you alive, and raised you from spiritual death, and opened your 

eyes to see the truth of the gospel, and called forth your faith in Jesus 

Christ! The same God, who spoke and the universe came into existence, 

calls those spiritual children of Abraham, who do not exist, into existence! 

God must be faithful to His promise, and that promise is the saints of God 

will be as numerous as the stars in heaven and the sands of the sea. But 

this will not be something we accomplish in the flesh; it will be caused by 

God’s grace. We should fall on our faces before God and praise Him for our 

salvation. That is why he says this was not recorded for Abraham’s sake 

only, but for ours. It was so that we who believe in God, who raised Jesus 



from the dead, would know that He was delivered for our offenses, and 

raised for our justification. He was raised for our right relationship with 

God.  


