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As we read the Scripture I want you to see if you can see why I have 

entitled this message the way I have. Let’s look for the scandal of 

Christianity in these verses. These verses are amazing.  

Scripture 

“Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 

And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, 

his faith is counted as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of 

the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:  "Blessed are 

those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is 

the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin." 

In his commentary on the book of Romans, R. Kent Hughes tells a story 

about a preacher who years ago had preached a message on the subject of 

salvation. To illustrate what he had told the congregation, he held back a 

story until the very end. His intent in telling this story was to summarize 

the very essence of what he had taught in the sermon. The story was of a 

frog that fell into a pail of milk. This is not pasteurized milk like we have 

now because this was in the old days. The milk had come straight from the 

cow on the farm, and the pail of milk was still in the barn. Somehow that 

pail was forgotten by the farmer and this frog falls into it. Upon landing in 

the milk, the frog did everything he could do within his power to get out of 

the pail, but to no avail. His body was covered with raw milk, making his 

skin very slimy and slick. Every time he would try to grip his feet on the 

side of the pail to climb out he could not do it. Every time he tried to 



launch out of that liquid he could not do it. So after several minutes of 

jumping to no avail, he simply did all he knew to do, which was to paddle 

and paddle and paddle. The next day he noticed that instead of being in 

liquid milk, he suddenly felt a pad of butter beneath him. The next thing 

you know, with solid footing the little frog leapt out of the pail to freedom. 

Now the old preacher finished his sermon with these words: 

“Congregation, just keep on paddling, keep on working, keep on doing the 

best you can, and one day you will see you will make it.”   

Lie, lie, lie…Yet the truth is that so many people will assemble on Sunday 

in places, and so many will read their Bibles all week long, and really 

believe that it is absolutely something they are doing that gets them out of 

the mess they fell into rather than trusting in the finished work of Jesus 

Christ on a cross for their salvation. I do not know what you are thinking, 

but I just want to be honest again with you because I am a Bible teacher 

and we are a Bible teaching church. We have chosen, predominantly as a 

congregation, to say we are not going to come every Sunday and just let 

the preacher decide what he wants to say. We are going to build our lives 

around the Word of God. We are just going to open up the Bible, in books, 

verse by verse, and wade through it, and then see what God teaches us, 

and then build our life upon it. Romans is considered the greatest book 

ever written. I don’t know about you, but week after week I am kind of 

thinking: Paul isn’t it about time we move on to something else? I have 

read the book and I know eventually we will, but to be totally honest with 

you we have been stuck in this sin and salvation thing for quite a while. I 

am wondering why Paul just didn’t say it and move on. The only conclusion 

I can come up with is that Paul must have believed there were some 

people he was writing to that just didn’t get it. They didn’t have it, and 

wouldn’t get it unless he spent time detailing this out. As your pastor it 

scares me that there are some of us who sit in a church week after week in 

what is considered a grace church, and we still don’t get it. We still believe 

the essence of Christianity is about something we do for God rather than 

fully understanding that, in its essence, Christianity is about what God has 



done for us. Paul, after indicting every human being on the planet as under 

the wrath of God because of his sin, separated from God, a sinner falling 

short of God’s standard and in need of salvation, has introduced to us a 

way by which a man can be made right with God as an act of grace, as a 

free gift, without cause in the person, or without cost to the person, based 

on the propitiatory death of Jesus Christ. He tells us the only way this 

righteousness can be received by us as a gift of grace is to receive it by 

faith. (Romans 3:21-26) Then he told us in those last verses of Romans 3 

that because it is based on grace through faith alone, there is no room for 

boasting. Then as we began the 4th chapter, Paul like a great teacher, 

wants to illustrate the truth with the story of Abraham. Then he masterfully 

opens up the Jewish Bible to Genesis 15:6 and he quotes how that 

Abraham has no room to boast in God’s presence because there was not a 

thing he did to earn his salvation. He simply trusted, believed, relied on, 

and committed to the promise of God that if he would look up in the sky 

and see the stars, that is how many kids he would have one day. Abram 

said āmán. The moment he believed God’s promise to him, according to 

Genesis, he was brought into a right relationship with God. Paul is quoting 

that and using Abraham as an illustration to show the Church at Rome that 

they have no grounds to boast about anything they did for their salvation. 

Not even father Abraham of the Jewish people could boast of anything he 

had done, he simply believed. His belief was accounted to him as 

righteousness.  

Before we pick up verse 4 you need to understand this word counted. It is 

the Greek word logizomai and it literally means “to add up and put into 

one’s account”. Can you imagine how large our Bibles would be if we 

translated every Greek word with that many words? So the English 

translators try to find just one word. So depending on what version of the 

Bible you read, this word will either be translated by the word “reckon”, or 

“to impute”, or “to count”, or “to consider”, or “to compute”. My ESV says 

“count”. This word will be used 11 times in Romans chapter 4 alone, which 

causes me to put my spiritual antennas up. I got my notebook out and 



when I saw this word so many times I am thinking this must be an 

important word. It is a word that comes to us from the banking industry or 

an accountant. It literally means to add up a row of numbers and then put 

into an account, therefore to impute. Some versions say credit to one’s 

account. In other words, the moment Abram believed what God said was 

true of him, God put righteousness into his account. In other words, by 

simply believing what God said was true, God took a pagan and brought 

him into a right relationship with Himself. Is that not awesome? People 

were not saved differently in the Old Testament. We are saved the same 

way people were saved in the Old Testament. They were not saved by Law 

they were saved by God’s revelation of Himself to them.  

Now verses 4 and 5 are going to capture the essence of what I call the 

scandal of Christianity. What we will learn is, in the religious world, 

absolutely scandalous. These verses come to us by Paul defending his 

statement that salvation is not based on works of any kind. He has just 

said that salvation is a gift without cause and cost, and now he says “now 

to him who works, his wages are not counted to him as a gift but as his 

due”. You get this picture don’t you? I agree to work for someone, and we 

agree about the value of my work on a per hour basis and I am going to 

work for 2 weeks. I will write down my hours on Monday after work. When 

Tuesday is over I will write them down, and so on for Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday. So next week I will work again and when the 2 

weeks are over and my work is complete, I will present my boss with the 

hours added up. It is 88 hours times $10.00 per hour so I will give him a 

bill for $880.00. My boss writes me a check and tells me he will give me 

$880.00 as a gift. I would say oh no, I will not let him think that in his 

mind! He did not give me a gift; I earned every penny working for the 

money. It is my money, it is not a gift, and it is owed to me! My boss is 

indebted to me to give me what I have earned.  

Do you get what Paul just did? If you are sitting here thinking about any 

one thing you think you have done to present to God so that He will give 

you back something, you do not understand the nature of grace, or the 



nature of a gift. When someone graces you with a gift they are giving you 

what you have not worked for, or earned, or deserve. They have given you 

something that is truly without cost to you, and cause to you. Yet if truth 

be told, some of us would start listing things we have done or are doing for 

God if someone asked us how we know we are saved. We are not realizing 

that what we believe in is not what God did on the cross, but what we are 

doing for God. That is the reason some of us are always talking about 

ourselves and what we do, because our faith is in us.  

Do you see what Paul is trying to do here? Then he does something that I 

think is radical. Under the leadership of God’s Holy Spirit, after talking 

about the person who works and his wages not put into the ledger as a gift 

but as a debt owed, he says “and to the one who does not work”. Now if 

we could not read the last part of that. Think about this. He has just talked 

about the person who worked getting what he deserves. Let’s think about 

this. What about the person who does not work? Here is what I think. He 

should not get a thing. I mean, how dare I work 88 hours and my boss 

give me the $880.00 I am owed, and then him turn around and give 

someone else $880.00 for doing nothing! I am a little ticked. Now let’s be 

honest, this goes against the grain of a person who has been born into a 

capitalistic system of government. You work, you get paid. You don’t work, 

you don’t deserve a thing. Can I just be on record as saying that? You 

don’t deserve a thing. Now hold it, let’s stop and think about this. I mean, 

that is just really not right. I mean I have the ability to work and earn 

money, but what if someone has a handicap and they really want to work 

but cannot? He deserves something right? We are not going to give them 

what I am getting because I am a hard worker, and I should always live a 

little better. But he should have enough that his welfare is taken care of at 

a minimum level. As a matter of fact that is why in Hardin we have several 

people who are on welfare. They want to work but cannot, so we have 

decided they will get a minimal amount of money.  

“And to those who do not work but trusts in Him who justifies the ungodly, 

his faith is counted as righteousness.” Do you get it? Do you see the 



scandal of Christianity? The scandal of Christianity is there is a group of 

people who recognize they are spiritually handicapped. They were not born 

spiritually whole and healthy; they were born dead in sin. They are 

disabled. They know there is a certain value to work done on any level. 

And because of the disability these people have they can never do anything 

that will measure up to the value of the work. Therefore they cannot even 

attempt to work to earn something from God. So what are they going to 

do? Is there any hope for this person? Yes!  What is the hope? I am not 

even going to attempt to work; my only hope is spiritual welfare. My hope 

is that God in heaven will give me what I do not deserve, that He will give 

me what I cannot earn. We admit we are disabled. Sin radically affected 

every part of our being and our only hope is to say I cannot work. When 

God steps into our life and says to us: I took your sin and put it on My Son 

and My Son died for your sin, we can trust that what He says to us is true. 

The moment we trust Him who reveals Himself to us, at that moment God 

brings us into a right relationship with Him. We are trusting in the One who 

makes right the ungodly.  

I am offended, are you? I am offended because I was raised by Christian 

parents and born into a pretty good home. The meanest thing I ever did 

growing up was to be mean to my sister, and I wasn’t mean to her very 

many times. If I listen to most people I was good. God doesn’t classify me 

as good. The Bible says God justifies not the good, He justifies the 

ungodly. The scandal of Christianity is person after person will think they 

are good enough by doing what they do to get into heaven. Person after 

person will look at their life and think they are good enough that when 

they die God will let them into heaven. People will look at their life and 

think because they are good they must be right with God. There is no hope 

for you at all if you believe you are good. If you think you are good you 

need to get out of Christianity and get into a group that at least teaches 

you that your goodness is going to get you there. Or you need to get out 

of this church because we are going to flat out tell you that you are not 

good enough to get to heaven. As a matter of fact we are going to flat out 



tell you that you are not good. We are even going to tell you that your kids 

are not good. We are even going to tell you that our grandkids are not 

good. We are all ungodly.  

The word ungodly means, “to lack reverential awe for God”.  The scandal 

of Christianity is that God doesn’t save those who can or do help 

themselves, He saves those who cannot. God doesn’t save good people, He 

saves ungodly people. Do you know what ungodly people do to get saved? 

Absolutely nothing…They rest and depend on the generosity and the grace 

of another, which is God. That is what the Bible teaches. The essence of 

Christianity is that we are on spiritual welfare; we cannot do a thing for our 

salvation. We can only trust that what God says is true is true. If it is not 

true then we are in big trouble! But because God is a God of His Word, He 

stepped into our lives and revealed that He took our sin and placed it on 

His Son on the cross, and He died in our place. And the death of Jesus 

brings us into a right relationship with God, but that right relationship with 

God can only be received as a gift by faith! It is a scandal! What they are 

saying up and down the road is true. HBC teaches that you do not have to 

do anything for your salvation…that is right! Do you understand that? Do 

you understand that if you come to this church that is our message? God 

justifies the ungodly, but everything in our society says you condemn the 

ungodly and vindicate the righteous. You help that guy who messes up 

occasionally and slips and does accidental things, but you don’t go after 

the premeditated people because they are vile, mean, ungodly, and rebels, 

but that is us.  

Do you see the next verses? “Just as David also”. You see Paul is not only 

appealed to Abraham, he appealed to King David. Paul says when David 

cried out Psalm 32:1-2, he knew that a guy who believes is counted right 

with God. David says “blessed is the man whose lawless deeds are 

forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whom the Lord does 

not count his sin against him”. David said it was to be blessed to not be 

haunted by your sin. Some of you are not blessed; you are still haunted by 

your sin. David broke 3 of the commandments in just a few days, 3 of the 



big 10. He coveted another man’s wife, committed adultery with her, and 

then he had her husband murdered. Have any of you ever read in the Old 

Testament that premeditated sin was not forgivable? Did you know when 

you read the Old Testament Levitical system it only covered involuntary 

sin? Sin that was committed accidentally, not premeditated sin. Hey guys, 

David did not accidentally fall into sin. He willfully coveted, committed 

adultery, and committed murder. Psalms 32 is about David knowing there 

is no hope for him except in the mercy and grace of God. And he received 

that mercy and grace from God, so he cried out “blessed is the man whose 

lawless deeds”. These words lawless deeds mean “to step over a 

boundary”. There is not a one of us, at one time or another that has not 

stepped over a boundary that we knew we should not step over. When we 

stepped over it, we knew we were stepping over it, and we did it anyway. 

“Whose sin is covered”, sin here is the word that means “to fall short”. 

There is not a one of us here who has not at one time or another tried to 

the best of our ability to meet a standard, and the more we try the more 

we fall short. Do you see the picture? The ungodly person is the person 

who strives to reach a standard they cannot reach. But while he is striving 

he is also stepping out of bounds over and over again. Blessed is the rebel, 

amen! You see, that is what we are before we meet Christ, we are rebels, 

we are sinners. The Bible says we are ungodly. That is why we like Romans 

5:8. “But God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us”. We like that verse because it says I am a sinner. But 

Romans 5:6 says, “But while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 

died for the ungodly.”  Some of you will not admit you are a rebel, or a 

sinner, or ungodly, and it is keeping you from being right with God. You 

will not admit that you are helpless and hopeless without the cross. 

Therefore you are haunted by your sin and what you have done in your 

past. Because you have not had that sin forgiven and covered under the 

blood of Jesus, you do not yet realize that your sin as a believer will never 

be put into your account.  



Do you understand the scandal of Christianity? Every sin I have ever 

committed has been recorded, but because of my faith in Jesus and His 

salvation to me as a free gift, that sin of mine will never be put into my 

spiritual account in heaven. Righteousness is what has been put into my 

account, the righteousness of Christ, and that is the blessing. In Psalms 32 

David said that this thought of his sin weighed him down day and night. 

Instead of trying to do something to earn God’s forgiveness, David just 

said that all he could do was to confess it to God and rely on His mercy. 

The moment he confessed it, God restored their fellowship because David 

dealt with his sin. Quit trying to do what you are doing for God and go on 

welfare. The only way you can ever be blessed and brought into a right 

relationship with God is to declare your disability and your handicap, and 

rely upon and commit to the work of Jesus on a cross in your place. The 

moment the Holy Spirit convicts you and you respond to this gift by faith, 

He brings you into a right relationship because on that cross God took your 

sin and put it on Jesus so He could take Jesus’ righteousness and give it to 

you.   


